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                  Family history
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Before you start
                                              Read about what you should know before you begin.
                        
	
                  Research step-by-step
                                              Follow our steps for doing family history research.
                        
	
                  Family history sources
                                              Learn about the different sources of family history information.
                        
	
                  Where to get help
                                              Access assistance in your state and territory.
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      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Search the Collection
                                              Search and explore the AIATSIS Collection of more than 1 million items related to Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
                        
	
                  Featured collections
                                              Browse some of our featured collections which have been digitised as part of our ongoing  preservation work.
                        
	
                  Using the Collection
                                              You can search the Collection online or visit the Stanner Reading Room to view or listen to collection items and conduct research.
                        
	
                  Caring for the Collection
                                              We have the largest and best contextualised collection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage in the world, and it continues to grow.
                        
	
                  Donate to the Collection
                                              We welcome donations of unpublished materials relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies, culture, knowledge, and experience.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Research
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Current projects
                                              Our research contributes to the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and has a direct benefit to the communities we work with.
                        
	
                  Ethical research
                                              We provide leadership in ethics and protocols for research related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and collections.
                        
	
                  Indigenous Research Exchange
                                              We improve outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by ensuring there is more involvement and agency in research projects.
                        
	
                  Native title research and access service
                                              The Native Title Research and Access Service is your first stop for information about the native title resources in the AIATSIS collection.
                        
	
                  Research publications and reports
                                              We produce a range of publications and other resources derived from our research.
                        
	
                  Guides and resources
                                              We have produced a range of resources, databases, indexes, finding aids and reading lists to help you with your research and to find information in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Languages at AIATSIS
                                              Most of the estimated 250 Australian languages and 600-700 dialects are represented in our unrivalled language holdings.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Education
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Curriculum resources
                                              Our world leading curriculum resources are keyed to national curriculum requirements. We also have a range of useful teacher resources within our collection.
                        
	
                  Schools program
                                              We will be creating a transformative learning experience for all Australian students and teachers, when visiting Canberra or through on-line training.
                        
	
                  Professional development
                                              We will be developing online culturally responsive and racially literate teacher professional development. 
                        
	
                  Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources
                                              This guide supports educators to make conscious and critical decisions when selecting curriculum resources.
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      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  News
                                              Read all our latest news and media releases.
                        
	
                  Events
                                              Find out about all of our upcoming events and conferences.
                        
	
                  Podcasts
                                              Listen, learn and be inspired by the stories of Australia’s First Peoples.
                        
	
                  Blogs
                                              Discover the stories behind the work we do and some of the items in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Summit 2024
                                              We are pleased to partner with FPAV as co-conveners to deliver Summit 2024 in Naarm 
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  About
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Connect with us
                                              We invite you to connect with us on social media. Join our strong and growing membership and support our foundation.
                        
	
                  What we do
                                              We tell the story of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia and create opportunities for people to encounter, engage and be transformed by that story.
                        
	
                  Who we are
                                              We are Australia's only national institution focused exclusively on the diverse history, cultures and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia.
                        
	
                  Work with us
                                              We recognise that our staff and volunteers are our most valuable asset.
                        
	
                  Ngurra
                                              Ngurra: The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Precinct will be nationally significant in speaking to the central place that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples hold in Australia’s story.
                        
	
                  AIATSIS Central Australia
                                              We’re opening a new facility in Mparntwe/Alice Springs in partnership with First Nations Media Australia.
                        
	
                  Return of Cultural Heritage
                                              AIATSIS is leading the Return of Cultural Heritage (RoCH) program to return Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage material held overseas to Australia.
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            In 2007, National Geographic published a map of the top five language endangerment hotspots (Anderson and Harrison 2007) and tragically Australia is one of those five. In order to keep Australian languages strong, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities are engaging in numerous language activities, and governments are providing significant support.

The first ongoing national funding for Australian languages began in 1992. This national program has now grown to approximately $10 million annually for funding language activities, particularly at the community level, to create and support projects that ensure the continuation, revival and survival of Australian languages. Nationally, there is an increase in forums for those interested in Australian languages, for example, Puliima - the biennial National Indigenous Language and Technology Forum, dedicated sessions at the Australian Linguistic Society annual conference, mailing lists, websites and other local and international forums.

In this, the report of the Second National Indigenous Languages Survey (NILS2), we offer key insights for governments and communities into the current situation of Australian languages, how they are being supported and how best to continue this support. The survey paints a complex picture of the current state of health of Indigenous languages in Australia, but also show a growing recognition of their value as elements of identity and self-esteem.

AIATSIS Chair, Professor Mick Dodson, said the complicated picture produced by the results showed the continuing trend of increased language loss across the country.

“From the information collected we estimate there’s around 120 Indigenous languages still spoken today - a drop from 145 in 2005.” 

“But at the same time, languages such as Wiradjuri from central western New South Wales are being revived and are now taught to children in local schools. This positive outcome clearly indicates the need for federal, state and territory governments to allocate funding for the development and delivery of programs to train language workers, interpreters and teachers.”

Respondents to the survey held an almost unanimous view that connecting with and learning about language has a powerfully beneficial effect on people’s well-being.

The survey, funded by the Ministry for the Arts, Attorney-General’s Department through the Indigenous Languages Support program, is the second such undertaking by the AIATSIS, who engaged with language organisations and individuals to garner information on two key areas - language activities and language attitudes.



      





      


  


      

              
            
      
    
          Tags

        
          
  
  
  

  
  
  

  

  Government policyLanguage

    

  
  

  
  





      

  
    
          Share

        
          





      


  


        
      
          


              
  


      

    

    
        
            

                
                    
                    
                


                
                    Sign up to the AIATSIS Newsletter

                    Subscribe
                


                
                    Connect with us

                    
                        
                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

        

        
        
            
                
                    Explore the story of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia in all its
                                    diversity.

                    Explore
                


                Shop with us.

                Shop
            


            
                	Family history
	Finding your family



                	Research
	Ethical research
	Research Exchange
	Native title access
                            and
                            research service



                	Publish with us
	Aboriginal Studies Press
	Research publications



                	Collection
	Search the Collection
	Featured collections
	Using the Collection



                	Education
	Curriculum resources



                	What’s new
	News
	Events


            


            
                	About
	Governance
	Contact us
	Visit
	Work with us
	AIATSIS Foundation
	Core cultural learning
	Return of Cultural Heritage
	Frequently Asked Questions


            

        


                      
    
            
  Footer menu user

  

        
        	
        Log in
              


  


  

            
  Footer menu

  

        
        	
        Cultural sensitivity
              
	
        Accessibility
              
	
        Copyright
              
	
        Privacy
              
	
        Security
              
	
        Disclaimer
              
	
        Takedown request
              


  


  
  
    
        

          Feedback

      


  


        
        © The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies


        
        
            
                
                    AIATSIS acknowledges all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Traditional Custodians of Country and recognises their continuing connection to land, sea, culture and community. We pay our respects to Elders past and present.

                

            

        

    



  
  


  


    


              	
        Explore
              
	
        Family history
                                	
        Before you start
                                	
        Link-Up
              
	
        Understanding the challenges
              
	
        Indigenous names
              
	
        Thinking about place
              
	
        Researching one ancestor
              


  
              
	
        Research step-by-step
                                	
        Develop your research plan
              
	
        Get organised
              
	
        Start with yourself
              
	
        Background reading
              
	
        Search for records
              
	
        Put it all together
              


  
              
	
        Family history sources
                                	
        Sources at home
                                	
        Interviews
              
	
        Photographs
              


  
              
	
        Official records
                                	
        Birth, death and marriage records
              
	
        Burial and cemetery records
              
	
        Records about adoption, fostering and institutions
              
	
        Military services records
              
	
        Mission and reserve records
              
	
        Electoral rolls and voter records
              
	
        Police gazettes, court and gaol records
              
	
        Land and pastoral station records
              


  
              
	
        Newspapers and magazines
              
	
        Tindale genealogies
              
	
        Maps
              
	
        Biographical indexes and dictionaries
              


  
              
	
        Where to get help
                                	
        Australian Capital Territory
              
	
        New South Wales
              
	
        Northern Territory
              
	
        Queensland
              
	
        South Australia
              
	
        Tasmania
              
	
        Victoria
              
	
        Western Australia
              


  
              
	
        Welcome Link-Ups
                                	
        How can the Family History Unit help you?
              
	
        Resources
              
	
        Funded Researchers
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Collection
                                	
        Search the Collection
              
	
        Featured collections
                                	
        A.M. Fernando notebooks
              
	
        Musical Connections: Alice Moyle
                                	
        Biography
              
	
        Letters
              
	
        Music
              


  
              
	
        Ann Curthoys' diaries
              
	
        The Aborigines Inland Mission
              
	
        Dawn
              
	
        New Dawn
              
	
        Identity magazine
                                	
        Identity magazine search
              


  
              
	
        Jimmy Pike
              
	
        Koori Mail
              
	
        Maningrida Mirage
              
	
        NAIDOC Week posters
              
	
        To remove and protect
              


  
              
	
        Using the Collection
                                	
        Accessing items in the Collection
              
	
        Return of material to Indigenous communities
              


  
              
	
        Caring for the Collection
              
	
        Donate to the Collection
              


  
              
	
        Research
                                	
        Current projects
                                	
        Alternative settlements and modelling loss and reparation for compensation
              
	
        Indigenous languages preservation: Dictionaries project
              
	
        Livelihood values of Indigenous customary fishing
              
	
        Ngunnawal language revival project
              
	
        Prescribed Bodies Corporate
              
	
        Preserve, Strengthen and Renew in community
              
	
        Regional representation
              
	
        Report on the Situation and Status of Indigenous Cultures and Heritage
              
	
        Returning native title materials
              
	
        Third National Indigenous Languages Survey
                                	
        NILS3 online
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Ethical research
                                	
        Code of Ethics
              
	
        Research Ethics Committee
              
	
        Research ethics framework
              
	
        Application process
              


  
              
	
        Indigenous Research Exchange
                                	
        About the Exchange
              
	
        Yumi Sabe
              
	
        Research grants and projects
              
	
        Completed grant projects
              


  
              
	
        Native title research and access service
              
	
        Research publications and reports
                                	
        Australian Aboriginal Studies journal
              
	
        Native Title Newsletter
              
	
        Presentations
              
	
        Research books and monographs
              
	
        Research reports
              
	
        Research guides and resources
              
	
        Research issues and discussion papers
              
	
        Submissions
              
	
        Publishing a research publication with us
              


  
              
	
        Guides and resources
                                	
        Family history worksheets and checklists
              
	
        Finding aids
              
	
        How to search the Collection
              
	
        Native title resources
                                	
        Native Title Law Database
              


  
              
	
        People and languages
              
	
        Policy resources
              
	
        Preserving your own archive
              
	
        Reading lists
              


  
              
	
        Languages at AIATSIS
              


  
              
	
        Education
                                	
        Curriculum resources
                                	
        Our Land, Our Stories
              
	
        The Little Red Yellow Black resources
              


  
              
	
        Schools program
                                	
        Educational visits to Maraga
              


  
              
	
        Professional development
              
	
        Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources
              


  
              
	
        What's new
                                	
        News
              
	
        Events
              
	
        Podcasts
                                	
        Blak in Books
              
	
        Karajarri Wankayi Muwarr
              
	
        Understanding Native Title
              
	
        Voices of Power
                                	
        Episode 1: Standing up for rights
              
	
        Episode 2: Building our nations
              
	
        Episode 3: Determining our futures
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Blogs
              
	
        Summit 2024
              


  
              
	
        About
                                	
        Connect with us
                                	
        Visit
              
	
        Contact us
              
	
        AIATSIS membership
              
	
        Make a difference
                                	
        About the Foundation
              
	
        Donate now
              
	
        Partner with us
              
	
        Songs of Australia
              
	
        Our donors
              


  
              
	
        Frequently asked questions
              


  
              
	
        What we do
                                	
        About the Collection
              
	
        About our research
              
	
        Return of Cultural Heritage
                                	
        About RoCH
              
	
        RoCH returns
                                	
        Anindilyakwa returns
              
	
        Warumungu returns
              
	
        Israel Museum returns
              
	
        River Murray and Mallee community return
              
	
        Warlpiri returns
              
	
        Lardil and the Wellesley Island community return
              
	
        Yawuru return
              
	
        Arrernte returns
              
	
        Yindjibarndi return
              
	
        Gangalidda and Garawa return
              
	
        Nyamal return
              
	
        Bardi Jawi return
              


  
              
	
        Other resources and programs
              


  
              
	
        Aboriginal Studies Press
                                	
        Publish with us
              
	
        Permissions
              
	
        Stanner Award
              
	
        Have you a tale to tell?
              


  
              
	
        Core cultural learning
              


  
              
	
        Who we are
                                	
        Vision, mission and functions
              
	
        Governance and structure
                                	
        Council
              
	
        Executive
              
	
        Committees
              
	
        AIATSIS Rules
              


  
              
	
        Corporate information
                                	
        Annual reports
              
	
        Freedom of information
              
	
        Information publication scheme
              
	
        Reporting fraud
              
	
        Tenders
              


  
              


  
              
	
        Work with us
                                	
        Current vacancies
              
	
        How to apply
              
	
        Temporary employment register
              
	
        Volunteer
              


  
              
	
        Ngurra
                                	
        Design competition
              


  
              
	
        AIATSIS Central Australia
              
	
        Return of Cultural Heritage
              


  
              
	
        Shop
              


  




    






























































  