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                  Explore
                              
	
                  Family history
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Before you start
                                              Read about what you should know before you begin.
                        
	
                  Research step-by-step
                                              Follow our steps for doing family history research.
                        
	
                  Family history sources
                                              Learn about the different sources of family history information.
                        
	
                  Where to get help
                                              Access assistance in your state and territory.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Collection
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Search the Collection
                                              Search and explore the AIATSIS Collection of more than 1 million items related to Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
                        
	
                  Featured collections
                                              Browse some of our featured collections which have been digitised as part of our ongoing  preservation work.
                        
	
                  Using the Collection
                                              You can search the Collection online or visit the Stanner Reading Room to view or listen to collection items and conduct research.
                        
	
                  Caring for the Collection
                                              We have the largest and best contextualised collection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage in the world, and it continues to grow.
                        
	
                  Donate to the Collection
                                              We welcome donations of unpublished materials relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies, culture, knowledge, and experience.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Research
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Current projects
                                              Our research contributes to the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and has a direct benefit to the communities we work with.
                        
	
                  Ethical research
                                              We provide leadership in ethics and protocols for research related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and collections.
                        
	
                  Indigenous Research Exchange
                                              We improve outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by ensuring there is more involvement and agency in research projects.
                        
	
                  Native title research and access service
                                              The Native Title Research and Access Service is your first stop for information about the native title resources in the AIATSIS collection.
                        
	
                  Research publications and reports
                                              We produce a range of publications and other resources derived from our research.
                        
	
                  Guides and resources
                                              We have produced a range of resources, databases, indexes, finding aids and reading lists to help you with your research and to find information in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Languages at AIATSIS
                                              Most of the estimated 250 Australian languages and 600-700 dialects are represented in our unrivalled language holdings.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Education
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Curriculum resources
                                              Our world leading curriculum resources are keyed to national curriculum requirements. We also have a range of useful teacher resources within our collection.
                        
	
                  Schools program
                                              We will be creating a transformative learning experience for all Australian students and teachers, when visiting Canberra or through on-line training.
                        
	
                  Professional development
                                              We will be developing online culturally responsive and racially literate teacher professional development. 
                        
	
                  Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources
                                              This guide supports educators to make conscious and critical decisions when selecting curriculum resources.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  What's new
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  News
                                              Read all our latest news and media releases.
                        
	
                  Events
                                              Find out about all of our upcoming events and conferences.
                        
	
                  Podcasts
                                              Listen, learn and be inspired by the stories of Australia’s First Peoples.
                        
	
                  Blogs
                                              Discover the stories behind the work we do and some of the items in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Summit 2024
                                              We are pleased to partner with FPAV as co-conveners to deliver Summit 2024 in Naarm 
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  About
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Connect with us
                                              We invite you to connect with us on social media. Join our strong and growing membership and support our foundation.
                        
	
                  What we do
                                              We tell the story of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia and create opportunities for people to encounter, engage and be transformed by that story.
                        
	
                  Who we are
                                              We are Australia's only national institution focused exclusively on the diverse history, cultures and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia.
                        
	
                  Work with us
                                              We recognise that our staff and volunteers are our most valuable asset.
                        
	
                  Ngurra
                                              Ngurra: The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Precinct will be nationally significant in speaking to the central place that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples hold in Australia’s story.
                        
	
                  AIATSIS Central Australia
                                              We’re opening a new facility in Mparntwe/Alice Springs in partnership with First Nations Media Australia.
                        
	
                  Return of Cultural Heritage
                                              AIATSIS is leading the Return of Cultural Heritage (RoCH) program to return Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage material held overseas to Australia.
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        Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this website may contain images, voices and names of deceased persons.
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      AIATSIS Research Ethics Committee EOI

      
                
            Do you have a genuine interest in ensuring the highest ethical standards of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research?
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            The AIATSIS Act (1989) mandates AIATSIS to provide leadership in the field of ethics and protocols for research related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and collections.

The AIATSIS Code of Ethics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research (The AIATSIS Code) ensures that research with and about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples follows a process of meaningful engagement and reciprocity between the researcher and the individuals and/or communities involved in the research.


	Download the AIATSIS Code of Ethics (PDF, 4MB)
	Download the Guide to Applying the AIATSIS Code of Ethics (PDF 4MB)




In October 2020 AIATSIS published the Code of Ethics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research. This document supersedes and replaces the Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies (GERAIS). All references to GERAIS in Australian research codes and guidance should be taken to refer to this Code.

The release of the AIATSIS Code will see a 12-month implementation period. Other supporting resources and templates will be developed and published during the implementation period and beyond.



      
      


      
  
    
    

    


  
    
              
      
      
      Code of Ethics

      
                
            The Code of Ethics supersedes and replaces the Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies (GERAIS).
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      Application process

      
                
            All research projects that involve Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples requires ethics review and approval before the project begins.
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      Research Ethics Committee

      
                
            The AIATSIS Research Ethics Committee is responsible for reviewing projects involving Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research.
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      General guidance for researchers during COVID-19

      
                
            Researchers, sponsors of research and partners in research should review, and where necessary, revise their research plans to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.


          

      
              Download document (PDF, 215KB)
        
            
      





      
      


    

    


  
    
              
      
      
      Frequently Asked Questions

      
                
            We recommend reading through our FAQs before submitting an ethics application.
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      Contact

      
                
            Get in touch with the ethics team.
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    History
    
        

            For over twenty years AIATSIS has provided national and international guidance in the ethical practice of research concerning Indigenous peoples. We are committed to improving the standards of engagement and the benefits that research can offer Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

The former Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies (GERAIS) established itself as representing the highest standards for ethical research, to ensure that research with and about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples follows a process of meaningful engagement and reciprocity between the researcher and the individuals and/or communities involved.

The Guidelines were regularly revised to reflect developments in critical areas that had emerged since previous editions. These included changes to intellectual property laws, rights in traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, and the establishment of agreements and protocols between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and researchers, as well as emerging developments in digitisation, data and information management, and the very significant impacts this has on research and other aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies.

In 2018, AIATSIS undertook a substantial review of the Guidelines. This review saw a shift from Guidelines to a Code.



      
    


	
    Ethics training
    
        

            Due to current demand for ethics training, we will not be offering any further workshops or coaching sessions in 2022. The ethics team will be reviewing and updating our training schedule and offerings in preparation for 2023. 

This page will be updated with our ethics training offerings in early 2023. 

If you have previously contacted us regarding these services, we will respond shortly. 

AIATSIS provides training for researchers, PhD students, HRECs, Government organisations, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and anyone else involved in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research.

The ethics training is designed to teach, inform and mentor participants to ensure the best ethical standards are met in research.

Ethics training is facilitated both face to face and virtually by qualified research facilitators including members of the AIATSIS Research Ethics Committee. Through the specialised training, participants will gain:

	An awareness of the ethical framework for research in Australia
	An understanding of the ethical principles underpinning the AIATSIS Code of Ethics
	An understanding of key issues in designing and undertaking ethical engagement practices
	Knowledge on how to apply the principles in practice
	An overview of the process and expectations for ethical clearance


The training can be customised to meet the needs of the research focus.  

It is encouraged that participants bring prospective ethical dilemmas in their work or involvement with research to be discussed during the training.

	Training type	Group size
	AIATSIS Ethics workshop	Up to 30 people
	AIATSIS Ethics coaching session	1-6 people




      
    


	
    Resources and templates 
    
        

            We are continually developing supplementary resources to the AIATSIS Code of Ethics such as templates and topic-specific guides to assist in the practical application of the ethical principles. Further resources and templates will be developed during the implementation of the AIATSIS Code of Ethics.


	Standard Participant Information Sheet and Informed Consent Form (DOCX, 1024KB)
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