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Environmental scan

• acknowledgement on website

• specific Indigenous services team

• previous projects and initiatives in collaboration with local Indigenous communities

• Indigenous collection protocols, including reference to the ATSLIRN protocols

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander employment strategies

• reconciliation action plans

• availability of cultural awareness training.



NSLA workforce



Projects in our libraries

The following content contains images 
and references to people who have 
passed away which may cause sadness 
or distress, particularly to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people.



Snapshot: 
Cultural competency in NSLA libraries

NSLA Indigenous group established around 2009, with representation from all nine member libraries. Its work 

included:

• 2013 - development of Working with Community guidelines

• 2014 - National Position Statement for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Library Services and Collections

• 2014 - Position statement: Indigenous intellectual property and ownership

• 2014 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language services and collections

• 2015 - case studies on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander library services and collections

• 2017 – Right Wrongs website (https://www.abc.net.au/rightwrongs/)



What is the Cultural Learning Program?

1. AIATSIS Core Cultural Learning foundation course

2. Role-specific training for staff working with Indigenous collections

3. Library-specific strategies

4. National Indigenous cultural competency principles



AIATSIS Core Cultural Learning 



AIATSIS Core Cultural Learning 



What happens now?

CORE cultural learning (online) August 2019-December 2021

Role-specific training (in person and online) March-September 2020

Find out more about us and subscribe to our newsletter at nsla.org.au 


