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If Indigenous people take a holistic lens 
to life that is connected to their social 
and emotional well-being then why are 
we taking a biomedical lens to 
collecting Indigenous data? 
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Social and emotional wellbeing for 
Indigenous people, in Australia, connects the 
health of an individual to the health of their 
family, kin, community and their connection 
to country, culture, spirituality and ancestry.  
It is a deep rooted more collective and 
holistic concept of health than that used in 
Western medicine. 
Dudgeon, P., Milroy, J., Calma, T., Luxford, Y., Ring, I., Walker, R., Cox, A., Georgatos, G., and Holland, C. (2016) ‘Solutions that work: 
What the evidence and our people tell us’. University Western Australia: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention 
Evaluation Project Report. http://www.atsispep.sis.uwa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/2947299/ATSISPEP-Report-Final-
Web.pdf  
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– Metaphorically speaking this advertisement by RACQ in 2009 represents an 
excuse without arguing an excuse. 
 

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJS58LzBhsw  
 

‘Indigenous data sovereignty what Indigenous data sovereignty?’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJS58LzBhsw
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