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Our presentation

A. Benefits of Traditional Custodian researchers
B. Challenges facing Traditional Custodian researchers
C. Opportunities and possibilities for student researchers
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, Culture and Country (Errol West)

- the law of reciprocity coming out of the relationship
between the land and humans its shaped (irene Watson)
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':{\ & Connection with Kin

- ways of knowing, being and doing (Karen Martin)

connection to and
commonalities with all

Aboriginal peoples

across the nation

geo-cultural region and
people e.g. riverine

language nation group
and the combined lands
and waters

tribal group
and native title
determined area

clan and
traditional estate

apical
family and
locality
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Locality is everything (Mary Graham)
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A. Benefits of Traditional Custodian researchers

1. Transparency of motivation —
TC group involvement and awareness

2. Established knowledge and connection —
enmeshed in people, culture and place

3. Awareness of diversity and history —
using skills and knowledge for the TC group's benefit

4. Custodial and kinship responsibilities —
accountability and transparency

5. Relationship with Country and elders —
connection and trust
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B. Challenges facing Traditional Custodian student researchers 4

1. Grounded-ness of the aims, objectives and research question tasks -
2. Nutting out about the contribution to the field of research
3. Definitional questions
4. Budget limitations

5. The clock ticking

6. Literature review difficulties

Research design challenges
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Research design challenges for Traditional Custodian student researchers

The researcher’s
Social Indigenous standpoint as 5 values

sciences
discipline

(drawing on Foley, 2003, and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander researchers)

1. Respect Indigenous philosophy
based on relatedness to
Country, Culture and Kin
(adapted from Japanangka Errol
West, 1998 cited in Foley)

Interpretive /
constructivist
paradigm

2. Political integrity and
empowering Aboriginal voices
(adapted from Rigney, 1997)

Ontological basis: multiple realities
Epistemological basis: intersubjective
Methodological basis: qualitative
Axiological basis: values are intrinsic to
any quadruple bottom line benefit

3. Reflexive approach to Western
research approaches:
appreciate the relationships
between First Nations status,
(de)colonisation, knowledge
construction, and power
relations (adapted from Ardill,
2013 drawing on Mareton-
Robinson 1998 and Nakata,
2007)

Inductive
approach

4. Practise relationally
\ accountable Indigenous ethics
\ on Country, with Kin, about
Cultural matters (adapted from

Insider research |
Martin, 2008)

“verstehen” — to

deeply understand
wn iversity
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5. The research must benefit the
community




Exploring methodology

1. Field work,
grounding the
literature

2. Locational study
grounding and
development

3. Industry grounding
and knowledge

Qualitative sampling for 100 Indigenous voices,
semi structured interview, yarning, survey, text
analysis, ethnographic method, vignettes

Participatory action research, capacity development with
10, reflexivity, collaborative yarning, “Rule of Threes”

Observation Observation Observation

Cycle
continues
until issue is
nitial resolved or
pl:l::ilng Reflection- Reflection- aﬁ'EEd_hY
informed informed all parties
planning planning

Issue

Qualitative sampling for 30 industry voices,
knowledge transfer focus group and community
based training
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C. Opportunities and possibilities for student researchers in this space

1. Contributing a valuable thread in the Indigenous
research fabric

2. Building a body of Traditional Custodian literature

3. Weaving new stories into our Country narratives
4. Emancipating, resisting and self-determining

5. Changing our views, changing institutions and
changing systems
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Our message

1. Traditional Custodian researchers have unique
challenges

2. There are real and significant benefits for
communities when Traditional Custodians research

3. Moving forward means
* mitigating the challenges
« capitalising on the benefits, and

« advancing the cultural imperative to protect,
maintain and create traditional knowledge.
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