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Presentation Notes
Hello everyone, my name is  Justine rogers, my skin name is Wamutjan and my tribe is Mambali/Wandarrang. 

We would like to thank the Larakia mob for welcoming us to this place and allowing us to be part of this conference.   


I have a big extended family from my mother and fathers side. I was born and grew up in Ngukurr and also participate in my culture and ceremonies very well. Before I joined in with the Yangbala Project, I used to work with the Intensive Family Services helping and supporting families in our community. Now I’m working with Yangbala Project and I found it really interesting. Ever since my childhood growing up living in my country near the coastline, I didn’t know much about native or feral animals habitat but from learning and doing a research about the animals. It is very sad how they are being threatened by fire and feral animals.




INTRODUCING OUR 
TEAM 

Cherry Wulumirr Daniels 
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Presentation Notes
We get funded by the TNC ( The Nature Conservancy ) and also the Atlas of living Australia We working and studying at the same time. We work side by side with Yugul Mangi Ranger and the Language Centre also teaches us to learn how to speak our own language.

We also work with an elder from our community, she is  our strong cultural mentor her name is Cherry Wulumirr Daniels.  Her clan is Wurlngarri and her language is ngandi and she is also incharged of the Wurlngarri people. She really wanted to be here with us today but she got stuck at Kalkarindji at a funeral because the bus broke down. She is a great speaker and she is happy that we are here talking up about our work, our Country and our Culture. She is also a great leader and is going to receive an Order of Australia medal for her lifetime work in the community and around Australia especially working both ways. 

[Everybody introduce themselves]



WE COME FROM NGUKURR, SE ARNHEM LAND 
Darwin 

Ngukurr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re from Ngukurr a small remote community south east of Arnhem Land near Gulf of Carpentaria in northern Australia. 

Its about 700 km from Darwin. 

The population is 1,200 including non-indigenous living there. 





YANGBALA PROJECT PLANNING 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi my name is Martina Hall I am here to talk to you about how we, the “Yangbala Project” organise and plan for what we are going to do.
Everyday we go to the Guluman Centre which is were we do our work, writing on our diary and typing on the computer about things that we have learnt like cultural knowledge, animals and plants. 

We learnt how to do a budget using Microsoft excel. We looked at how much it would cost to do all the different projects throughout the year. 




CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 

Ngandi dikdik,  
Leichhardts Grasshopper 

Nerrikat, Northern Quoll 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the things we are studying about is Native animals that live in Australia. Two of the important animals that we wanted to learn about were, Leichhardt (Grasshopper) in my language Ngandi we call it Ngandi Grasshopper or dikdik and the other one is Nerrikat – the northern Quoll.
 
We also work along side with the Language Centre so that we can learn how to speak our own language which we have 7 different languages in the community that most people don’t know how to speak anymore. We mostly speak Kriol. It is good for us to learn our language because we want to say the animals through our own language.  




 

BULUBULURITJ  

Ngukurr 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year we started a project at bulubuluritj. Bulubuluritj is a special place. Its part of our cultural song line and it has five springs where fresh water comes out from the ground. The Traditional Owners of this place wanted us to fence it off and we also did some research about this place with them.





CULTURAL RESEARCH 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are learning the cultural stories about this place. 

When our leader Cherry Daniels spoke to us about cultural knowledge she was telling us about the song line that runs through this place and also all the bush food. 

This is a video of Cherry Daniels.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fresh water is important for the plants, animals and people in our area because for a lot of the year its really dry.

[Click] Because the spring at bulubuluritj provides fresh water all year round, some plants and animals live here that we don’t find any where else. And the trees are really big!



Presenter
Presentation Notes
But what the TO's have seen is pigs damaging the spring and digging up the plants. So we are now working with the Rangers and the TO's to try and protect and learn more about this area and the animals and plants.




2016/9/1A 

This tree it’s called 
Alstonia  

A dead Leichhardt’s 
tree.We call it dupal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This tree on the left side it’s called Alstonia. The photo on the right is of a dead Leichhardts tree, we call this dupal.



MARKING THE FENCE LINE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To protect the spring area at Bulubuluritj, the TOs want to fence it off to keep pigs, buffalo and wild cattle out. 

This is Andrew Robertson, and he is the reverend at Ngukurr also the TO of Bulubuluritj. He showed us where he wanted us to put the fence.



STARTING ON THE FENCE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The boys put the fence up. They made sure that the fence was strong so pigs couldn’t dig under it.



ANIMAL AND PLANT SURVEYS USING 
CYBERTRACKER 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We did animal surveys in the area to see what animals were there. We used cyber tracker on the tablets to mark all the animal traps that we put out. 



SETTING UP CAGE TRAPS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We put out 6 cage trap to try and catch bigger animals like possum.



Setting Up Elliot Traps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We put out 25 Elliot traps to try and catch small mammals like burut burut, native mouse.



PITFALL TRAPS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We use pitfall traps to catch skinks, lizards and frogs



SETTING UP CAMERA TRAPS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also put up camera traps and a bait to see what animals walked around the area. 



NIGHT SEARCHING 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At night we also walked around and searched for gecko, skink and snakes.



Animal group Bulubuluritj Reptiles Oct May 
Geckos Gehyra nana 2 

Gehyra australis 1 
Bynoe’s gecko 3 
Oedura rhombifer 1 

Frogs Litoria tornieri 5 
Platypectrum ornatum 26 5 
Litoria coplandi 1 
Limnodynastes convexiusculus 1 
Cane Toad 56 36 

Skinks Carlia munda 7 3 
Notoscincus ornatus 7 
Cryptoblepharus metallicus 1 

Dragons Gilberts dragon 2 2 
Snakes Olive Python 2 1 

Keelback 1 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We did animal surveys at Bulubuluritj in May and october last year. 

In May we left the traps out for 4 nights and didn’t do night searches. 

In October we put the traps out for 5 nights and did 2 night searches with torches.

Here is a list of the reptiles we found. You can see that we found lots more in October. We only saw geckos when we did the night searches with the torch in October. The most we found were cane toads!!



GURRUJARDBUNGGU (MARRA) 
OLIVE PYTHON  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a photo of Rushon manggurra holding an Olive python. And we call it in our language gurrujardbunggu 



GARNGULUGULU (MARRA), GILBERTS 
DRAGON  
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Presentation Notes
This is garngulugulu the Marra name, and Gilberts Dragon the English name. 



YAMINJI – GECKO 

Gehyra nana 

Bynoe’s Gecko  
Heteronotia binoei  

Zigzag velvet gecko  
Oedura rhombifer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are some of the geckos we found at night. We call geckos Yaminji in Marra



GENETIC ANALYSIS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We been collecting skink and gecko to do some genetic research to find out what species they are. So we had to measure them and then cut the tip of the tails and put it in a little bottle. We then passed these samples on to our colleague Craig Moritz from ANU.



PLANT SURVEY 
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Presentation Notes
We also did plant surveys at Bulubuluritj. There are lots of different type of plants at this place but what we most interested in is the plants with cultural meaning.
Here are some of our team doing some measuring on how big and how tall the trees were.



  

Gulibidamba 
(Terminalia sp.) 
 

Green plum 
(Buchanania obovata) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are two types of bush fruits that we eat.



CYBERTRACKER - DATA COLLECTION 
INTERFACE 

  

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We used CyberTracker on the tablets to record the information. 



MAP OF BULUBULURITJ BUSH PLANTS 

300 metres 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a map from CyberTracker. These blue dots tell us where we marked all different sort of bush plants at Bulubuluritj.
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Presentation Notes
This map shows where some different trees are like Alstonia, dupal, gulubidamba, and green plum.



DUYMANJI  
(BUSH POTATO) 

 

PROTECTION 
AND 

MONITORING 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year we have also been trying to look after a special bush food place near Ngukurr where Duymanji grows. 

Duyumanji is a bush potato that grows from the ground. At this place, the old people said that pigs and fire are damaging the duymanji. So what we started to do is mark out an area we are going to fence and do a fire break. We also did some monitoring to see how many duymanji plants are there. 

As you can see in this picture it shows we have used a quadrat to measure and count how many plants are in the square patch.  



JUPI (BLACK CURRANT) 
SURVEY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This picture was taken at Nalawan. Nalawan is a small outstation about half an hour drive out from Ngukurr. Every year we do monitoring and surveys on big and small jupi trees in this area. Jupi is a bush tucker that we eat during the wet season. Unfortunately their wasn’t any jupi because we haven’t had enough rain this year. 



BURRUNJU 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last month the Yangbala Group and yugul mangi rangers went out bush camping at Lake Katherine. We went to Burrunju which is a very special place for us mob. It was the first time for some of us. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We felt welcomed by the spirits of our ancestors. That old lady Cherry was telling us stories about this place. We tried to do monitoring and put some cameras out there. But we only found one dingo. 




DILAN 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cherry also taught us about a yam called Dilan. She told us that we need to get the really small ones and you can eat them raw. 



Doing video recording while everyone is working 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While we’re working, we also take videos as evidence of what we do.   



Ngukurr community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are doing this to learn more about our culture, language and the environment. We want to keep our knowledge and country strong for our future generations. We have to work together because a lot of things have changed in our Country. That’s why Cherry started this project so we can keep on track. 






Thankyou! And especially to our team, the 
people of Ngukurr and our funding partners 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for listening. 
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