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 1950s, 105–106, 107, 108, 115, 117
 1960s, 127
 late 1970s, 131, 132, 133
 1980s, 131, 136
 after arrival from Hull River, 40
 at Hull River, 33
 reasons for removal to Palm, 37
 see also strikes; wages and earnings
Endeavour, 25–26
entertainment, see recreation and 

entertainment
escapes, 38–39, 47, 55, 87–88, 108
 from Hull River, 33
 Hull River as punishment reserve  

after, 32
Esme, 57–58, 72
Ethical Standards Command, 6, 160
Etteridge, David, 150
eugenic theories, 31, 32, 48, 84
Evans, Coroner DG, 140–141
evening curfews, see curfews
exemptions under Act, 43, 101, 116

FAIRA, 20, 127, 137
Fantome Island, 42, 83, 92–101, 

between pp. 110–111
 Curry’s trip to during rampage,  

58–59, 63
 gazettal as reserve land, 77

Farrell, Inspector James, 51
Faulkner, Bishop, 101
Federal Council for Aboriginal 

Advancement, 125
Federal Council of Aborigines and Torres 

Strait Islanders (FCAATSI), 120,  
127, 128

Feetham, Bishop John, 81
finance, 17–18, 106, 127
 Aitkenvale, 139, 159
 alcohol canteen sales, 18, 31–132
 Beattie’s threats and offers following 

Mulrunji’s death, 12, 13, 15–16
 brass band funding, 49
 Curry’s allegations about accounts,  

50, 52, 67–68
 during depression, 79, 81–82; income 

derived from trochus shell trade, 85
 Fantome Island, 94, 95, 96, 99
 secondary education, 83
 see also wages and earnings
Fingleton, Di, 150
First World War, Curry’s military service 

during, 72
fishing, 1–2, 23, 30, 31, 40
 ban at Yarrabah, 119
 Bartlam’s expeditions, 108
 to supplement rations and food 

supplies, 44, 47, 80
fishing industry, employment in, 29, 30, 

43, 79
 abscondings, 47
 income generated, 85
 wages, 42, 85
Fitzgerald, Tony, 144
Fitzgerald Inquiry, 137, 160
Fitzpatrick, Denis, 11
floggings, 36
 on Palm Island, 44–46, 54, 66–67, 68
Florence, Lisa, 12
Flynn, Dr, 122–123
food supplies, 29, 30, 40, 53
 1930s, 47, 79–80, 81, 84, 86, 96
 1940s, 89, 90, 98–99
 1950s, 106–107, 110, 112
 1960s, 124–125
 Fantome Island, 96, 98–99
 prisoners exiled to other islands, 22, 

44, 86
 during state of emergency following 

Mulrunji’s death, 12
 see also rations
football, 91, 154

Watson Index

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp/aspbooks/palmisland.html



203

Index

football team, 44, 49–50, between 
pp. 110–111

 stolen funds allegation, 52, 67–68
Foote, Cecil, 82
Forrest River, 80, 81
Foster, Father, 83, 99
Foster, Delena, 144
Foster, Leslie, 121
Foster, Mavis, 137
Foundation for Aboriginal and Islander 

Research and Action (FAIRA), 20, 
127, 137

Francis, Thos, 30
Fraser Island, 33, 34, 95
Friday, George Snr, 136
frontier, see invasion and frontier conflict
Fulford, Fred, 38, 123–124
Fuller, Constable, 148
funding, see finance
funeral, Mulrunji, 13, 14

Gabriel, Dr Morgan, 100
Gair government, 115
Gall Under-Secretary WJ, 49, 80, 81, 84
 relations with Curry, 45, 46, 51–52, 

68, 73
gambling, 44, 51, 88, 105, 110, 127
Garbutt, Joe, 42, 49, 50, 53, 121
Garcia, John, 129
Gayndah, 81
Geia, Albie, 109–110, 111, 112, 115
 family, 114
Geia, Denise, 156
Geia, Joe, 102
Geia, Tom, 110, 127, 135, 137
Gibson, Charlie, 160
Gibson, Merv, 144
girls’ dormitories, 41, 48, 78–79, 

between pp. 110–111
 during Curry’s rampage, 56–57
 Dormitory Women’s Reunion, 76
 male visitors, 86, 87, 90–91, 107
 punishment regimes, 44, 45–46, 47, 

86, 107–108
Glasgow, Chief Magistrate David, 13
Gold Coast, 14, 149, 151, 153
gonorrhoea, 94, 97
Goss government, 137
Graham, Chris, 11
Gribble, Reverend Ernest, 80–83, 84, 

85–86, 88, 91
Gubbbal, see Carpet Snake
Gundy, David, 127

Gunnawarra, Constable Jack, 122, 123
Gurundji, 126, 130

Haebich, Bob, 137
Hagan, Stephen, 100–101
Halberstater, Leslie, 122
‘half-castes’, 31, 32, 48, 84
Halifax, 25, 27, 30, 52
Halifax Bay, 1, 25, 28
Hall, Robert A, 90
Hamilton, Jan, 20
Hamilton, Joseph, 41, 51, 56, 60, 63, 72
Hanlon, EM, 80, 89, 93, 98
Hanson, Pauline, 150
Harvey, Jimmy, 59, 60, 69, 70, 71
Harvey, Kirsten, 10
Harvey, Rene, 45–46, 66–67, 68
Hawkins Point, 29
Hazeldine, Ellen, 41, 52
Health Act 1937, 98
health and living conditions, 29,  

92–93, 159
 1920s, 39, 47–48
 1930s, 82, 83–84, 93
 1940s, 89, 91
 1960s, 124–125
 1970s, 127, 132, 134
 1980s, 136
 Hull River, 33
 see also deaths; hospitals; housing
Henry, Isaac, 31
Herbert River, 24, 87–88
Herman, Judith, 134
Heron, John, 143
Hewitt, Neville, 129
Hickey, Inspector, 148
high school education, 20, 83, 158
Hill, WRO, 27–28
Hinchinbrook Island, 28, 29, 142
Hinze, Russ, 131
Hippi, Albert, 37
Hoffman, Thomas, 42, 55–63, 66–73, 75
 charges laid against, 69–71
 home, 41, 56
 Murri patrol stationed by, 58, 60, 

69–70
 relationship with Curry, 51, 61; stolen 

funds allegation, 52, 67–68
 statement at inquiry into Pattison–

Ballard feud, 52
 statements at inquest by, 62–63, 66, 

67, 69–70; about Pattison, 65, 66
 strap made by, 45

Watson Index

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp/aspbooks/palmisland.html



Index

204

Hoffman, Mrs Thomas, 56
Home Office/Department, 54, 64, 68, 

73, 74–75
 depression economic policies, 81
 Fantome Island reports, 96–98, 99
 see also Bleakley, Chief Protector JW; 

Gall Under-Secretary WJ
Hooligan, 87–88
Hooper, Chloe, 154–155
Hopevale, 118
Horseshoe Reef, 27
hospitals, 40, 84, 136
 Aitkenvale, 159
 Curry’s death, 62
 Curry’s threat to burn, 57, 62
 Pitt in, 122–123
 during state of emergency following 

Mulrunji’s death, 8, 9, 12
 Townsville, 14–15, 64, 148, 153
 see also Fantome Island; medical 

officers
hotels, 132, 139
 Lowth’s, 51–52
housing, 17, 18, 21
 1940s, 89, 91, 97
 1950s, 105–106, 107, 108–109, 110, 

118; police raids, 112–113, 114
 1957 strikers deported to other 

reserves, 115
 1960s, 124
 1980s, 131, 136
 after arrival from Hull River, 40
 at Hull River, 33
 King’s 1819 observations, 26
 police raids following Mulrunji’s 

death, 9–11, 14
housing for white staff, 40–41
 Bartlam residence, 103–104
 Curry residence, 40, 41, 56; site, 22, 

between pp. 110–111
 Kenny residence, 35
Houston, John, 129
Howard, John, and Howard 

government, 143, 155
Howard, Richard B, 30
Hull River, 32–33, 34–35
human rights, 88–89, 119–121, 125–

131, 135–145
 Catholic Church advocacy, 83
 Gribble’s advocacy, 80, 82–83
 see also land rights
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 

Commission (HREOC), 141, 143

Human Rights Commission inquiry into 
wage discrimination, 137, 138

Hunter, Ernest, 143
Hurley, Senior Sergeant Chris, 2–6, 11, 

146–156, 157
 appeal, 156
 compensation claims for loss of 

personal possessions, 155, 156
 DPP Clare’s decision, 150
 Hooper’s research, 154–155
 inquests, 16, 146–149; Patrick 

Bramwell’s testimony, 14–15, 151
 trial, 151, 152–153, 161

‘industrial schools’, 49, 78–79, 87
infectious diseases, see health and living 

conditions
Ingham, 25, 50, 87, 88
inquests, 140–141
 Curry deaths, 62–63, 64–71
 Pitt, Henry, 122–124
inquests into Mulrunji’s death, 2, 15, 16, 

146–149, 150, 156
 autopsies and autopsy reports, 5, 6–7, 

13, 15, 146, 149
 Clements’ comments on police 

investigation, 5, 12
 invasion and frontier conflict, 20, 

25–35, 92–93
 massacres, 18, 27–29, 81
Ipswich, 32

Jackson, Clem, 62
jails, see prisons
James, Peggy, 36
James Noble Fund, 83
Johnni, Delsey, 149
Johnson, Abe, 22–23, 130
Johnson, DW, 96–98
Johnson, George, 122, 123
Johnson, RL, 128
Johnstone, Sub-Inspector, 28–29
Jones, Robert, 122
Julian, FH, 82, 88, 94, 96, 98
Jumbo, Johnny, 21, 123
Juno Bay, 96

Kalkadoon Wars, 18
Kandju, 40
Keating government, 142, 143
Keefe, Senator Jim, 129, 131
Kennedy, Marnie, 42–43, 44, 47, 48, 

56–57

Watson Index

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp/aspbooks/palmisland.html



205

Index

Kenny, JM, 32–33, 34, 35
Kidd, Roslyn, 43, 137
kidnappings, see removals
Kidner, Terence, 152
Killoran, Pat, 101
King, Phillip Parker, 26
Kirrima station, 88
Kissing Point, 87
Kitching, Detective Senior Sergeant 

Raymond, 5, 155
Knight, David, 133
Kokoimudji, 40
Kongkanji, 40
Kornmann (carpenter), 52
Krause, FA, 91
Kukamunburra, 142–143
Kuku Yalanji, 40
Kurandah, 35
Kyle, Alby, 58, 88
Kyle, Dan, 55, 66
Kyle, Erykah, 127, 137
 comments on beer canteen, 132
Kyle, Erykah, and Mulrunji’s death,  

1, 10, 13, 158
 description of Mulrunji, 2
 in Hooper’s account, 154
 inquest submission, 16

‘laboratory model’ of public health 
programs, 95–101

labour, see employment; trade union 
movement

Lacey, Alf, 18, 139, 155
Lacey, Lionel, 129
Lampe, Dr Guy, 6, 146
Land Act (Aboriginal and Islander Land 

Grants) Amendment Act, 136
land rights, 128, 130–131, 135, 137
 native title, 142, 143
land tenure, 31, 159
 Bligh government proposals, 18
 Deeds of Grants in Trust (DOGITS), 

136
 Dick Palm Island’s letter to Chief 

Protector, 30
Land Use Agreement, 19
languages and language groups, 24, 25, 

40, 143
 English, 82
 punishments for speaking, 44, 49
Largactil, 122
Lass O’Gowrie, 35
Laura, 78

Lavarack barrack, 141
lazaret, see Fantome Island
Leafe, Sergeant, 3, 4, 6, 146
Leahy, Dr Clinton, 148
legislation, 130, 136, 137, 159
 leprosy (1892), 95
 state of emergency declared under, 

7–13, 153
 voting rights, 125–126
 see also Aboriginal Protection Acts
legislation, federal, 98, 125–126,  

137, 138
 land rights, 135
 native title, 142, 143
 to redress Queensland discriminatory 
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 Cunnamulla, 101
 see also Bleakley, Chief Protector JW; 

Superintendents
protests, 89, 103, 129

 after Mulrunji’s death in custody, 
6–14, 15, 151; by police, between pp. 
110–111, 151–152

 Commonwealth Games, 135–136
 see also strikes
Provident Fund, see Trust Fund
Prior, Kippy, 22
Prior, Monty, v, 85, 127
Prior, Peter, 32, 59–61, 64, 69–71
 grandson, 10
Prior, Renata, 10
Prior, Silas, v, 22, 110
Pryor, Tom, 82
Public Safety Preservation Act 1986, 

state of emergency declared under, 
7–13, 153

Public Service Commissioner, 42
Punishment Island, see Eclipse Island
punishment regimes, 85, 86, 128
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reasons for, 18–19, 37–38, 40,  
106, 121

 see also children, removal of; 
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Rollingstone, 58, 63
Roman Catholic Church, see Catholic 

Church
Ross, BA, 71
Ross River, 25
Rosser, Bill, 36, 128
Roth, Northern Protector, 32
Royal Commission into Aboriginal 

Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC),  
139–140, 142, 143, 144, 145, 152

Rudd, Kevin, and Rudd government, 159
Ryan, George, 88
Ryan, Vincent Roy, 140

St George’s Church, 83
Saltau, Dr Alan, 124–125
Salvarsan, 96
Sam, Ivy, 22, 78–79, 86, 106–107,  

108, 123
Sam, Zacky, 130
sanitation, 84, 124, 136
Santayana, George, 145
Sarabo, Paddy, 123
Saxby Downs Station, 37
schooling, 49, 78–79, 87
 secondary education, 20, 83, 158
schools, 41, 56, 107
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Stewart’s Creek, 47, 70, 71

stockmen, 37, 43, 126
Stokes, J Lort, 26
Stolen Children, see children, removal of
Stopford (Under-Secretary’s Office), 51
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47, 50
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 Pitt’s death in custody, 122, 124
trauma, 134
travel to mainland, x, 43, 108
 football team, 49–50, 52
 original Islanders, 25, 31
 residences during, 43, 107, 118
 see also escapes; removals; tourism
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Rights of Indigenous people, 159
United States, 29, 142
 troops in Australia, 89–91, 125
Upper Murray River, 106

Watson Index

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp/aspbooks/palmisland.html



Index

212

Valley of Lagoons, 27–28
venereal disease, 48, 52, 92–100, 122
video surveillance of police cells, 140
 tapes of Mulrunji, 4, 11, 153
violence and conflict, 1, 81–82, 104–105, 

157–158
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