
a-kurija, 131, 133
a-nguyulnguyul, 131
Aboriginal Arts Board, 126
Aboriginal students, 125, 126–9
Aboriginal studies, 119–42
academy, 2–3, 52, 119–42
action-dancing, 80, 82, 83, 86, 87, 89–90
adaptation, 3, 4, 30–43, 63, 68; Christianity, 

47–9, 52–3, 76–95; Torres Strait, 12–28, 
47–9, 52–3, 54, 96–118

Adelaide University, 126
African–Americans, 14, 16–17; music, 49, 54, 

99, 115
Ah Boo, Manji, 103
Ah Mat, Jaffa, 103
Ahdi Buya cult, 47
‘American Indian Songs’ (Indian Intermezzo), 

16, 17
American music, 54, 16, 17; 1920s, 103; 

1930s, 99, 113; 1940s, 115, 116; 1950s, 
49; coon songs, 16–17, 99, 100; ‘Navajo’, 
14–18, 21–3, 24

ancestral heritage, 31, 57–69; Dhalwangu,
35–6, 37, 38, 40–1; Ramingining Rally 
ceremonies, 78, 79, 85; Yanyuwa, 133

Andagarinya songs, 160
Anno, Ketchell, 103
Anu, Christine, 23
Anzac Day celebrations, Thursday Island, 

113–14
appropriation, see adaptation
archival record, Thursday Island, 100–3
Arnhem Land, 57–95; Gapuwiyak, 29–30, 

36–43, 77; Murlarra song series, 143–65; 
Torres Strait relationship with, 46

‘As the Goodwill Sailed Away’, 115
attire, see costuming
audiotapes, see recordings
Australian Institute of Aboriginal 

Studies, 46

Bakhtin, Mikhail, 32–6
Balngarra clan, 143
band music, 105–10, 111, 113–14
bathi, 40–1, 62
Bäya, John, 83, 84, 86, 87, 88, 90, 91
Beckett, Jeremy, 46
Berndt, Ronald, 2, 37
Bilanya, Larry, 83, 85, 87, 88
Bin Gapore, Baddah, 103
Bin Garope, Doseena, 113
Bin Juda, Aunty Maridja, 18
Birrkili, 35
black Americans, see African–Americans
black-face minstrelsy, 17, 99, 100
body actions, see dance
Borroloola, 120–2, 133, 134
Bos, R., 76
Bradley, John, 132
Broken (Torres Island Creole), 23, 52, 55
Broome, 96–7
Bulch, Thomas, 17
Burke’s Backyard contest, 29–30, 36–43

Cambridge Anthropological Expedition, 3, 
46, 104–5

‘Can You Hear Creation Yearning’, 87
Casey, E., 66
Centre for Aboriginal Studies in Music 

(CASM), 126–9
chanting, see vocal section
children, 66; at Ramingining Rally, 79, 80, 

82, 84, 85–6, 87, 90; Torres Strait, 18, 
19–20, 21

choruses, 48, 81, 83
Christianity, 46–7, 48, 52–3, 97; hymns, 

48, 104; Revival Rallies, 76–95
cinema, see movies
clapsticks, 36; Murlarra song series, 

143–4, 145, 146–60; recordings, 162–3; 
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Ramingining Rally, 85; Torres Strait, 
47, 48

colonialism, 124–6, 128; ‘imperialist 
nostalgia’, 16; Torres Strait, 14, 96–8

‘Come Holy Spirit I Need You’, 82
composers, 49, 83, 90; Van Alstyne, Egbert, 

14, 26n
concerts and public performances, 2; 

Darnley Island, 109, 110; Mabo, Eddie 
Koiki, 54, 55; Ngardidji, 134–7; ‘Taba 
Naba’ renditions, 18–19; Thursday 
Island, 105–7, 108–9, 110–14

contemporary culture, 4–5, 29–45, 57–
95; Murlarra song series, 143–65; Torres 
Strait, 12–28, 48–9, 96–118

coon songs, 16–17, 99, 100
cosmology, 38, 58–71; Torres Strait, 53–4; 

see also ancestral heritage
costuming, 112; dillybags, 40–1, 62; 

Revival Rally participants, 79, 86, 90; 
short skirts, 134–7

country, 35, 37, 59–69
Craven, R., 125
Creole, 23, 52, 55
cults, Torres Strait, 46, 47, 53–4
cultural interaction and exchange, 119–42
curriculums, 119–42
customisation, see adaptation

dance, 3, 36, 38; films about, 57–75; at 
Revival Rallies, 79–80, 82, 83, 85–6, 87, 
89–90; teaching about, 119–42

dance, Torres Strait, 47–8, 105, 109; ‘Taba 
Naba’ component, 19, 20; Thursday 
Island, 110, 114

dancing boards, 131–2, 133–4
Daniel, Charles N., 17
Dann, Sandy, 130
darladarlas, 131–2, 133–4
Darnley Island, see Erub
Darwin, 77, 96–7, 108
Dawson, Peter, 18
Dhalwangu, 35–43
Dhuwa moiety, 37, 59
dialogism, 32–6, 40–2
didjeridu, 30, 36, 130; Murlarra song series, 

145, 146–56, 158–9: recordings, 162–3; 
Ramingining Rally, 85

dillybags, 40–1, 62
discourse, 124–6
djalkiri, 68

Djangka’wu sisters, 59–61
Djungguwan at Gurka’wuy, 57, 59, 63–4, 

69–70
Doolah, Jeffery (Jaffa), 18, 103
Douglas, Thelma a-Walwamara, 130
drums, 79; Torres Strait, 47, 48–9, 102
Dua moiety, 143
Dunlop, Ian, 57, 59, 63

education, 119–42
Edwards, Ron, 20–2, 23
Elcho Island Memorial, 37
Ellis, Catherine, 3, 126–8, 160
Ellis, Max, 126
empowerment, 128
English musical tradition, 48, 97, 105–7
Erub (Darnley Island), 104, 105, 109, 110; 

‘Taba Naba’, 18, 19, 26n
ethnographic films, 57–75
experimental learning, 123

female music and dance, 121; teaching 
about, 122–4, 130–8

feminist research, 3, 126
film, 57–75; see also movies
First World War, Thursday Island, 99, 

107–8
flutes, 49
footprints, 61, 67–8
foreign cultural influences, 68; Torres Strait, 

47–9, 54, 96–118: ‘Taba Naba’, 12–28; 
see also American music; Christianity

Freirean ideals, 127–8

Galiwin’ku, 76, 77, 78, 91
Ganalbingu, 80, 82
ganiny song, 37–8, 39
Gapuwiyak, 29–30, 36–43, 77
Garma Indigenous Performance 

Symposium, 134–5
Geertz, C., 2
gender roles, 3, 131, 134
Giroux, H.A., 124
Goodwill evacuees, 115
Goulburn Island, 76
Guapapuyngu family, 90
guitars, 30, 36, 48, 79, 83
Gumatj, 35
Gunapipi ceremony, 92
Gunavidji, 80
Gundi Molk, 63–4
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Gupapuyngu, 35, 37, 83, 85, 90
Gurka’wuy, 63–4
Guyuyu Creek, 143, 146

Haddon, A., 3, 46, 104–5
Hawaiians, 16; music, 99, 113
hermeneutical anthropology, 2–3
‘He’s the Saviour of My Soul’, 87
‘Hiawatha’, 17
history, 12–28, 46–56, 96–118
HMAS Melbourne, 108
‘Home Among the Gum Trees’ contest, 

29–30, 36–43
Hughes-Freeland, F., 58–9
hula music, 115
hymns, 48, 104

‘I am the Way the Truth and the Life’, 90
‘I Fly Away’, 82
Idagi, Ricardo, 23–4
identity, 5, 66; Torres Strait Islander, 53, 

54; unity, 76–95; Yanyuwa women, 134, 
136–7; see also cosmology

idol worship, 79
‘imperialist nostalgia’, 16
In Memory of Mawalan, 59–62, 69–70
Indian Intermezzo (‘Indian Love Songs’), 

16, 17
Indigenisation, see adaptation
Indigenous discourse, 124–6
Indigenous education, 125
Indigenous researchers, 128
Indigenous students, 125, 126–9
Indigenous Studies, 119–42
instruments, 2, 30, 36, 100, 130; Murlarra 

song series, 143–4, 145, 146–60: 
recordings, 162–3; Revival Rallies, 79, 
83, 85; Torres Strait, 47, 48–9, 105; 
Thursday Island, 102, 103, 108, 113

inter-war years, Thursday Island, 97–8, 
108–14

Isaac, Annie a-Karrakayn, 130
Israelites, 79, 85

Jabiru, 78, 90
James Cook University, 48, 52
Jardiwanpa snake dreaming, 68
Jervis Island (Mabuiag), 48, 53, 105
‘Jesus is the Sweetest Name I Know’, 81–2
jews-harps, 49
Johnson, Colin, 124

Jones, Trevor, 2

Kala Lagaw Ya, 46, 53
Keen, I., 33–4, 91–2
King, Mark, 130
King Kadu, 23–4
kinship, 2, 77, 120–1
knowledge transfer, 119–42
Kole Kabem Wed, 49
Küchler, S., 64–5

land rights, 51–2
landscape, 58, 59–69
language, dialogic theory of, 32–6, 40–2
languages, 30, 35, 36, 68; groups 

represented at Ramingining Rally, 80, 
81, 82, 90

languages, Torres Strait, 46, 52, 53, 55; 
Christianity and, 48, 49; Meriam Mir 
native speakers on Erub and Ugar, 26n;
relationship between ‘Navajo’ and ‘Taba 
Naba’, 22–3

Lather, P., 126
Laynhapuy, 77
learning programs, 119–42
Lipuwanga, Wally, 146
Loyalty Islands, 97
lyricists, 14, 16
lyrics, see song texts

Mabo, Edward Koiki, 5, 51–6
Mabuiag, 48, 53, 105
McConaghy, C., 125
McDinny, Linda a-Wambadurnamara, 130
McDinny, Nancy a-Ningana, 130
McDinny a-Manankurrmara, Eileen, 121
McDonough, Harry, 18
McKenzie, Kerry, 130
mainstream culture, see popular culture
mainstream university curricula, 124–6, 128
Maliwanga, Jeffrey, 146
Malkukutj, 77
Malnyangarnak, 143
Malo-Bomai cult, 46, 53–4
Malyanganak, 80
Maningrida, 77, 78–87, 90, 91
Marika, Roy, 64
maritime industries, 5, 48, 96–7, 98–9
Marrakulu clan, 63–4
Marrangu, 37
mats, rolled, 47
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media, 105, 108; see also movies; recordings
Melanesia, 13, 21, 54, 59, 104
Mer, 51–2, 104–5; Malo-Bomai cult, 46, 

53–4; ‘Taba Naba’, 18, 19, 21, 24, 26n
Meriam Mir, 23, 46, 52, 53; native speakers 

on Erub and Ugar, 26n
Methodist missions, 76–7
metrical time, 143–65
migration of culture, see foreign cultural 

influences
Milingimbi, 37, 76, 77, 78; Ramingining 

Rally participants, 78, 80, 85, 87, 90
military band music, 17, 105–8, 114
Miller, Jemima a-Wuwarlu, 130, 131, 

134–5
Mills Sisters, 18, 23
Milurrurr, Dick, 84, 87, 88
minstrel music, 17, 99, 100
miscegenation, 16
missionaries, 3, 46–7, 48, 97, 102; Arnhem 

Land, 76–7
Morning Star songs, 143, 158
Morphy, H., 37
movement, see dance
movies, 102, 108; music accompaniment, 

18; music during, 111
Mowanjum, 77
Mudrooroo, 124
Munyuku, 37
Murlarra song series, 143–65
‘Murlarra yarra’, 146
Murray Island, see Mer
musical structures, 2, 143–65
Mye, Kapua, 18
Myers, Charles, 3, 104

‘Naba Naba’ (‘Taba Naba’), 12–28
Nakata, Cessa, 18
Nakkarra, 80
naming, 38, 59–62, 66, 68–9
Native Americans, 14–16
native title, 51–2
‘Navajo’, 14–18, 21–3, 24
‘negro nigger’ songs, 17
Nelson, Harry, 68
Neuenfeldt, K., 130
Newsome, J., 128–9
Ngardirdji, 131, 132–7
Ngärra ceremony, 59–61
Noah story, 85–6

Noble, Rosie a-Makurndurnamara, 130, 
131, 134–5

Norman, Dinah a-Marrangawi, 130, 131, 
134–5

North Queensland, 48, 52, 54
Northern Regional Council of Congress, 77
Northern Territory, 77, 96–7, 108; Yanyuna 

community, 119–22, 130–8; see also
Arnhem Land

‘Now Shake Hands’, 82, 84
Nyinawanga, Brian, 146

‘Old T.I.’, 115, 116
‘On the Warpath’, 17

painting dancing boards (darladarlas), 
131–2, 133–4

‘painting up’, 132
pan pipes, 49
Papua, 46, 48, 49
Papunya, 68
pearling industry, 48, 96–7, 98–9
pedagogy, 122–4, 126
photographic record, Thursday Island, 

101–3
pipes, 49
Pitjantjatjara songs, 160
place-essences, 64–9
‘plantation’ songs, 17
Polynesia, 97
popular culture, 3, 30–43; Torres Strait, 

47–9, 54, 96–118
public performances, see concerts and public 

performances

Queensland, 48, 49, 52, 54, 115; see also
Torres Strait

Queensland University, 122

racial stereotypes, 16–17
Ramingining Rally, 76–95
Rarotonga, 97
rattles, 49
Raven-Hart, Roland, 18, 19
recordings; Murlarra song series, 162–3; 

‘Navajo’, 17–18; Yirrkala Film Project, 
57–75

recordings, Torres Strait, 46–7, 105; film 
footage, 102; Mabo, Edward Koiki, 55; 
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Samoan hymn types, 48; ‘Taba Naba’, 
23–4

regional ceremonies, 76–95
regional styles, 2
Rembarrnga, 80
resistance to cultural change, 4, 46–7, 49, 

105; see also adaptation 7
Revival Rallies, 76–95
ritual, see traditional culture
rolled mats, 47
Royal Geographical Society, 108

Saibai, 46–7, 105
Salvation Army, 83
Samoans, 48, 97, 112
Second World War, Thursday Island, 99, 

101, 114–16
Segur Kab Wed, 48
sex roles, 3, 131, 134
Shapiro, Bernstein and Company, 14
Shnukal, A., 24
silent cinema, 18
Singe, J., 19
sit down dance, 19, 20
skirts, 134–7
Solomon, Dulla, 113
song structures, 2, 143–65
song subjects, 35, 37, 85–6; Murlarra series, 

143, 144–5, 147, 151, 157
song texts, 2, 16; Dhalwangu, 35; Murlarra 

series, 146, 149, 150–1, 153–4, 155, 
157; ‘Navajo’, 14; at Ramingining 
Revival Rally, 81–2, 86, 90–1; Torres 
Strait, 53, 115: ‘Taba Naba’, 18–24

songs, 34, 58, 60–71; Dhalwangu,
35–6, 37–8; Murlarra series, 143–65; 
at Ramingining Revival Rally, 80, 81–3, 
84, 85–7, 90–1; teaching about, 119–42

songs, Torres Strait, 46–50, 104; ‘Taba 
Naba’, 12–28; Thursday Island, 49, 104, 
113–14, 115, 116

South Sea Island people, 47, 48, 97, 
98–9, 112

stability, 143–65
students, 119–42
symbolic anthropology, 2–3
subjects, 35, 37, 85–6; Murlarra song series, 

143, 144–5, 147, 151, 157; Torres Strait 
Segur Kab, 48

‘Taba Naba’, 12–28
Taibobo, 47, 48

Tatipata, Johannes, 103
teaching programs, 119–42
tempo, in Murlarra song series, 144, 156, 

157, 159–60
texts, see song texts
Thursday Island, 5–6, 48, 49, 96–118; 

‘Navajo’’s arrival in, 17–18
Thursday Island Garrison Band, 105–8
Thursday Island Town Band, 108–9, 110, 

111, 113, 114
time, 143–65
Titasey, Ina, 18
Tolasik, Solomon, 103
Torres Strait, 5–6, 46–56, 96–118; early 

research and researchers, 2, 3, 
46–7, 104–5; school Cultural Studies 
programs, 129; ‘Taba Naba’, 12–28; see
also Mer

Torres Strait Creole, 23, 52, 55
Torres Strait Light Infantry, 116
Torres Straits Pilot, 101
Townsville, 48, 51, 52, 54
traditional culture (ritual), 2, 3, 4–5, 

30–43, 57–75; Indigenous Studies 
courses, 119–42; Murlarra song series, 
143–65; regional ceremonies, 92; Torres 
Strait, 46–7, 49, 53–5, 102, 105: ‘Taba 
Naba’, 23, 25; see also ancestral heritage

Treitler, L., 161
tribal education, 127
Turner, A., 129

United States, 16; see also American music
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 

Congress, 77
Uniting Church, 77–8
unity, 76–95
universities, 2–3, 52, 119–42
University of Adelaide, 126
University of Queensland, 122

Van Alstyne, Egbert, 14, 16, 26n
vocal section; Murlarra song series, 145, 

146–60: recordings, 162–3; Taibobo, 47; 
see also song texts

‘Wai J.I.’, 53
walaba, 131
Walbiri cosmology, 68
Wanambi, Dundiwuy, 57, 63, 64
Wärra’wärra, Rev. Dudley, 85, 87, 91
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Warrngga, Bertie, 87, 88
Wawilak sisters, 63–4
Weiner, J., 67
Wessel Islands, 69
white students, 119–42
Whiteoak, J., 17
Wiggles, 23
Williams, Harry B., 14, 16

wind instruments, 49

women’s music and dance, 121; teaching 

about, 122–4, 130–8

World War One, Thursday Island, 99, 

107–8

World War Two, Thursday Island, 99, 101, 
114–16

Wunungmurra, Alan, 37, 38, 40–1
Wunungmurra, Yawulwuy, 40–1

Yanyuwa community, 119–22, 130–8
Yirritja moiety, 37
Yirrkala, 77
Yirrkala Film Project, 57–75
Yolngu, 29–45, 57–95, 143–65
York, Frank, 19–20, 23, 129

Yuendumu, 68
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