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NOTE: * indicates an illustration or table

Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account
177
spending on vehicles 112
Aborigines
see also communities
attitude to body size 78-82
attitude to child rearing 73-74,
189, 194
attitude to intervention 125,
172-73
attitude to welfare officers 131,
134-45
Christian ministry 93, 114
community welfare 103-04
Councils 110-11, 176-77
effect of citizenship rights 146
employment as youth officers 134
fertility rates 142-43
vehicle ownership 149
absorption differences in individuals
61-62
Action see rock gospel movement
Adelaide Children’s Hospital
use of chelating agents 49
alcohol
records of use 9-10, 12
Ali Curung community
absence of sniffing 154-57
Alice Springs Hospital
admission of patients 65
management of sniffing patients
48-49
Amata community
legislative measures 22
occurrence of sniffing 147

American Indians
interventions 2, 174, 180
study of alcohol and other use
20-22, 26, 70
suicide attempts 77
Amoonguna 147
Anangu see Pitjantjatjara
Anglican Church
links with settlements 114
Angurugu community 93
acceptance of sniffing 34
Christian influence 114
rock gospel 116
anorexia and sniffing 78-82
areas of prevalence 13, 29-33
Arnhem Land community 60-61,
157-59*
indulgence of children 73
process of learning 84
rise of gangs 88-94
successes in curbing sniffing 157
Aurukun community
absence of sniffing 34
Australian Institute of Petroleum
levels of lead in petrol 66
submission to Senate Select
Committee 39-40
autonomy statements 69-97, 192

Balamumu

arrival at Numbulwar 144
Balgo community 34

absence of sniffing 156-57
Bathurst Island community 60

217
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Borroloola community
absence of sniffing 34
social mores 186-87

bowsers with cages 13*

Brazil
study of solvent users 27

Broome community 34

Bulla Camp
treatment of sniffing 157

Bungalow 147
occurrence of sniffing 146

Canada
occurrence of petrol sniffing 19,
22-25
cattle industry
effects of industry association 164,
183-90
chelation therapy 47-52
disadvantages 50-51
overseas use 50
Christian influence 93, 113-21
Church Missionary Society (CMS)
114, 161
role at Ngukurr 164-66
clinics 46-47
communities of Aborigines
absence of sniffing 34, 154-60
actions to prevent sniffing 160-66,
174-80
associations 149, 156
distribution 29-33
welfare 103-04
Community Development
Employment Program (CDEP)
133, 134
Council for Aboriginal Alcohol
Program Services (CAAPS)
interventions 175-76

criminal offences

association with sniffing 126
Croker Island

early reports of sniffing 141
cursing see taboos

deaths from sniffing 53-62*, 191
geographical distribution 59*%61
increase in numbers 67*

demographics 9-10*
rise of sniffing 142, 146, 152-53*

Department of Aboriginal Affairs 134

Department of Community Services
and Health
National Drug Abuse Information

Centre
statistics on deaths 54
deviant behaviour
accommodation in community 70
diet see nutrition

Doomadgee community 34

drug use
reasons for use 1-2, 4, 14, 24-26

drunkenness
reaction to control 75-77

effects of sniffing
effects on family 77
personal effects 14, 42-44
social effects 14
Elcho Island
study of sniffing 26-27, 142
encephalopathy
induction by inhalation 40-44*
use of chelating agents 48
Ernabella mission 149*
occurrence of sniffing 147
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family influence 103-11*
abrogation of responsibilities 126
defence of sniffers 129
role of HALT 174

fatalities see deaths

Fitzroy Crossing community 34

Galiwin’ku community 34
early reports of sniffing 142
gospel movement 115
influence on Western Desert
communities 119
gang formation 87-95*
Goulburn Island
early reports of sniffing 141
establishment 144
government action 7, 193
Aboriginal attitudes 173
access to resources 111-13, 193
funding for cattle industry projects
188
misdirection of funds 101-02, 112
WA Working Party on Petrol
Sniffing 17
Groote Eylandt community 34, 83
availability of alcohol 146
learning process 86
Gunwinggu
arrival at Maningrida 144

Halls Creek community 34
health
effect of incarceration 126
effect of sniffing 16
effect on susceptibility 62-64
Healthy Aboriginal Life Team (HALT)
interventions 17, 174
heavy metal music 87, 91, 92*
history of sniffing

Central Australia 146-50*
northern Australia 139-46*
progression 150-52
homelands movement 111-12
absence of sniffing 174-75
hospitals
see also individual hospitals
chelation therapy 48-50
role 46-47
treatment for encephalopathy
40-44*
hydrocarbon toxicity 39-40

incarceration
impact on sniffing 126, 135
Indians see American Indians
interventions 193
Aboriginal attitudes 125, 170
abuse of vehicles 112-13
American Indians 2
ceremonial avenues 179-80
community success at Ngukurr
162-66
compensation payments 180
direct confrontation 132
HALT 17
local initiatives 132-34
medical interventions see chelation
therapy
mitigating factors 3
overseas interventions 180-83
shame 179
sport 101-02
taboos 179

Jigalong community
absence of sniffing 34
juveniles
see also youth
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offences associated with substance
abuse 127*%28*

unwarranted focus of attention 14

work camp 126-29

Kalgoorlie Hospital
treatment of sniffers 49-50

kava use 11

Kiwirrkurra community 34

Kriol language 162-64*

languages
associations 156
distribution of Central Australian
languages 155*
Kriol 162-64*
lead absorption 38-39
legislative measures against sniffing
121-29

Maningrida community
attitude to sniffing 17
availability of alcohol 144
early reports of sniffing 141, 142
evacuations from the community

64*-65*

outstations 112
population growth 144
recovery assessment 45
rock gospel 116

maps of affected areas of Australia
29-33

Marble Bar community
absence of sniffing 34

medical services
records 6

Melville Island community 60
availability of alcohol 146
early reports of sniffing 141

methodology of research 5-7
Milingimbi community 34
early reports of sniffing 141
establishment 144
rock gospel 116
mining royalties
use of funds 177-78
Mornington Island community
effects of population increase
144-45
music see heavy metal

National Campaign Against Drug
Abuse 72

Ngaanyatjarra
interpretation of ‘fit’ 47
legislative measures 121, 122
outstations 112
social restraints to sniffing 134
use of tobacco 12

Nganampa Health Council
public health review 62-63
services to Pitjantjatjara Lands 65

Ngukurr community 93
actions to prevent sniffing 160-66
attitude to taboos 179
Christian influence 114, 165
decrease in infant mortality 143
education by Aborigines 164-65
establishment 144
participation in the cattle industry

164

rock gospel 116

Northern Territory Survey of Drug
Use Patterns in Aboriginal

Communities 19

Northern Territory

aerial medical service 65
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Department of Correctional
Services
wilderness work camp
126-27

Nullagine community

absence of sniffing 34
Numbulwar community 34, 93

Christian influence 114

family obligations 106

rock gospel 116
Nungalinya College 93
Nunggubuyu language 105
nutrition

effect on susceptibility 62-63

relation to sniffing 78-82

obesity 81-82
Oenpelli community
early reports of sniffing 141
availability of alcohol 146
outstations see homelands movement
Outward Bound
similarity to wilderness work camp
126-27

Papua New Guinea

alcohol use 170

substance use 172-73
Papunya

absence of sniffing 154
Perkins, Charles

comments on sniffing 146
petrol sniffing

effects of use 37-52*

attitudes 13, 16-17, 169-73
petrol toxicity 37-52*
Pintupi community 72

concept of family 105

Pitjantjatjara
attitude to obesity 82
attitude to research 5, 6
attitude to sniffers 47, 74-75, 134
concept of family 105
distribution of marriage alliances

148*

early reports of sniffing 147
effect of Christian revival 120
food taboos 171
generosity of spirit 73
health services 65
legislative measures 121-25
map of lands 124*
review of health 63
sniffing at outstations 112
sugar intake 81

policing 129-31, 136
police powers 121, 123, 130
presence in Anangu Pitjantjatjara

Lands 125

Princess Alexandra Hospital

treatment of sniffers 50

Ramingining community 34
early reports of sniffing 141, 142
reasons for sniffing 14, 69-98, 150
Canadian experience 24-26
recovery from sniffing 44-46, 95
references 195-215
regional variations in Australia
256-35*
regional variations overseas 22-27
research
methodology 5-7
Yalata community 132-34
restraints to sniffing 99-102
rituals of sniffing 86-87
rock gospel movement 115-18*
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Roper River see Ngukurr
Rose River Mission 144
Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody
effect on apprehension of sniffers
125
Royal Darwin Hospital
evacuations of sniffers 64-65
use of chelating agents 48
Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS)
attitude to sniffers 46-47
policy in WA 66

sanctions see restraints
Senate Select Committee into
Volatile Substance Fumes 12
comments by Charles Perkins 146
findings 3, 14, 16
deaths 54
Institute of Petroleum submission
39-40
set 3-5
setting 3-5, 131, 135, 192, 194
social influences 82-87, 102-11,
134-36, 169-80
South Australia
Drug and Alcohol Services Council
133
sporting facilities
use and misuse 101-02, 177-78
statistics 27-33, 128-29
deaths from sniffing 53-61*
inadequacies of information 6, 44
substance use
Canadian findings 23-26
learning process 83-87
overview 9-18
summary 7

susceptibility to effects of sniffing
62-64

taboos 91
effect on resistance to substance
abuse 171, 179
tobacco 10-11, 12
analgesic use 11
toxicity of petrol 37-52*

Umbakumba community

methods to prevent sniffing 158-60
unemployment

psychological effects 189
United Aborigines’ Mission 119-20

videos
influence in Arnhem Land 89

Warburton community
treatment of fits 47
welfare officers
effect on sniffing 134-35
role 131-32
Western Australia
evacuation of sniffers 66
levels of lead in petrol 66
State Working Party on Petrol
Sniffing 113, 129
wilderness work camp 126-29
Wildman River
camp for juvenile offenders
127-29, 135
Wiluna community
absence of sniffing 34
behaviour when drunk 75

Yalata homeland centre 112
research 132-34
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