
Considerations developing the CHANT database



Project background

Developing the idea

Implementation

The database

Efficiencies 

Looking to the future



To integrate both collections management and research 
analysis functionality into a single system!



Integration of several inadequate systems

Provide researchers:
◦ Enhanced search capabilities
◦ Specifically designed analysis tools
◦ Flexible reporting

Consideration of Collections Management ‘best practice’

Maintain appropriate access and confidentiality procedures



Capturing data about an instance



The instance … … and its relationship to 
everything else!

An Instance could have a 
relationship to:
◦ A reference
◦ The informant
◦ Many locations
◦ Many individuals
◦ Many claims / projects

An instance could also: 
◦ Have relevance to several 

research themes
◦ Be illustrative of several laws 

and customs
◦ Provide evidence of several 

rights and interests being 
exercised





Key considerations:
◦ Technology capabilities, industry standards and future direction

Realistic expectations

Involvement in all stages of the project















Research processes and lifecycles

Accessibility of information

Data entry



Implementing sound collections management procedures

Making connections between research materials, people and 
places

Consideration of community needs into the future




