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and detribalisation, 23, 24–5, 27,

29, 40, 169–70
and effect on desert Aboriginal

people of extension of rocket-
testing range, 49

and final air sweep before F2, 121
giving food to Yuwali’s group at

Kurtararra, 152
on guides, 105
with his International truck, 26
and joint Northern Territory and

Western Australian patrol, 58
journal of first patrol, 69–89
journal of second patrol, 107–33
Middleton and, 40–1
and missions, 161
and mitigation of effects of
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effect on of extension of rocket-
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164–6
walkout from Jigalong mission,

164
movement of towards permanent

settlement, 24, 144–7, 152–3,
181

mutual incomprehension
(Europeans–Martu), 164–6,
173–5

native title granted to, 184
and pastoral stations, 154
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and welfare and future of desert

Aboriginal people, 33, 34–5, 36,
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missile range see Woomera rocket-
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130, 139–40, 150, 152, 185
contacts Karntipa and Pinkirri at

Yimiri, 109
and intention to take Yuwali’s

group to Jigalong, 148
and Punuma, left with Yuwali’s

group at Yulpu, 116
and Punuma Sailor bring Yuwali’s

group to Kurtararra, 112–13
and Punuma Sailor catch up with

Yuwali’s group, 111, 112, 139,
147

tracking, 110
Nyari (Nyarinyari), 129
Nyipi, 13, 14, 16, 64, 66, 67, 68, 126,

130, 185, 186
goes to Yuwali at Watikujarra, 82
relationship to Punuma Sailor,

117
Nyipi’s group, 68, 70, 73

flee towards Karilykarily, 77
and Junju’s group join up, 83
and Junju’s group separate, 80
at Kurtararra, 81

Nyiwiljukurr, 13, 14, 64, 115, 147,
185–6, 187, 188

Yuwali’s group go in search of,
89, 90–1

the Nyiyaparli, 159

Oakover River, 133
O’Grady, FP, 39
Oliver, Alec, 63, 65, 79, 86, 87

Pakakalyi, 13, 67, 186
Pam’s soak see Yulpu
Papija see Swindells Field
Papunya, 106, 147
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59, 95, 99, 100, 115, 141

Parnngurr, 172, 184
Parnpa (blind) see Japapa;

Nyiwiljukurr
Parnpakaka see Nyiwiljukurr
Paru see Swindells Field
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Percival Lakes, 8, 72
first patrol, 67
second patrol, 106
significance of to Yuwali and to

Europeans, 65
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languages, 8
waterholes around, 91

Peterson, Yipijalu, 117
Picture Hill/Picture Hill Cave, 71, 119,

120, 122
Pilirripilirri cave, 82
Pilumpa, 13, 66, 117, 187
pina, 113
Pinkirri, 13, 107, 108, 110, 187

found at Yimiri, 109
with Karntipa contacted by Nyani

at Yimiri, 109
the Pintupi, 151–2
Piparn, 127

Yuwali’s group go to, 88
piti, 79
Playford, Phillip, 58–9
poison baits, 113, 121
population in Western Desert, 12, 48,

147
surveys, 45, 46, 54–7

Port George IV (Kunmunya), 23
protective non-interference

DNW’s policy of, 35–6, 41–2
Punmu, 127, 172, 184
Punuma Sailor, 106, 107, 109, 121,

129, 132
and avoidance or respect

relationships with women, 151
claims Kulata as wife, 117, 130,

150, 152
and decision of Yuwali’s group to

come in from desert, 148, 153
and intention to take Yuwali’s

group to Jigalong, 148
and Nyani, left with Yuwali’s

group at Yulpu, 116
and Nyani bring Yuwali’s group

to Kurtararra, 112–13
and Nyani catch up with Yuwali’s

group, 111, 112, 139, 147
relationship to Nyipi, 117
tracking, 110

Purnti, 91

Rabbit-Proof Fence, 3, 143
rain, 10–11

see also Wirnpa, the rainmaker
Rawlinson Ranges

weather station in, 26
see also Giles weather station

reciprocal obligations, 151–2
removal, policy of, 99, 100, 101, 140,

146, 147

reptiles, as food, 68
revenge parties, 14, 15, 71, 82, 187
Rita’s soak see Kurtararra
rocket-testing range see Woomera

rocket-testing range
Roy Hill, 134

Sailor see Punuma Sailor
sandals, 11, 74
seasons, 11–12
second patrol, 103–36

catch up with Yuwali’s group,
111–13

find Karntipa and Pinkirri at
Yimiri, 109

head towards Kurtararra, 108
leave Yuwali’s group at Kurtararra

and go to Well 35, 118
map, 106
take Yuwali’s group from

Kurtararra, heading to Jigalong,
114

take Yuwali’s group to Yimiri,
114–15

take Yuwali’s group to Yulpu, 116
at Yulpu, 107

segregation and protection of
Aboriginal people, policy of, 18, 32

self-determination, 19, 167, 174, 181,
182

self-management, 167, 174
shame, 113
sleeping hole, 107
smoke, as means of communication,

75
soaks, 80

see also waterholes
South Western Mining Company, 37,

38
sovereignty (European)

and Aboriginal society, 174, 175
Specification for the Clearance of the

Talgarno Impact Area, 105
spirits, malevolent, 15
Standing Committee on the Central

Aboriginal Reserves, 53, 57
storpedo, 121
strangers

fear of, 14–16
Surman, Vic, 106, 116, 119, 120, 126,

128, 129, 130
Swindells Field, 67, 68, 71, 106, 126

evacuation of Yuwali’s group to
on way to Jigalong, 123

group of men at Well 35 taken to,
129

Yuwali’s group arrive in, 127–8
Yuwali’s group leave, for Jigalong,

133–5

Tajaka, 13, 66, 188
return of to Wirnpa (1999), 189

Tapirl, 76
Tawuju, 127
Thomson, Dr Donald

and opposition to rocket-testing
range, 18, 19, 21

Tjakamarra, 121
Tonkinson, Bob, 57, 100–1, 114, 117,

134, 144, 173
and guidelines for DNW patrols,

148
on guides, 105–6
on missions and missionaries,

163, 164–5, 165
on Punuma Sailor and Nyani,

150–1
at Swindells Field, 130

vehicle breakdowns and repairs, 116,
117, 118, 120

Verburgt, Bob, 180

Waparnukujirri, 91
Warburton, 129, 145, 147, 148, 159

report on Aboriginal people in
region, 43–4, 157

waterholes, 9, 67, 80, 91
covering, 76
see also soaks

watersnake
drawn in sand, 86, 87
spirit of Yimiri, 87, 110, 189

Watikujarra, 80
Junju’s group at, 81

Weapons Research Establishment
(WRE)

and breach of policy on
Aboriginal people in regard to
rocket-testing range, 26–32

and extension of rocket-testing
range, 26, 46, 47–8

and failure of F1, 95–8
and Giles weather station, 26, 47
and Macaulay, 180
and MacDougall, 98, 180
native patrols, 180–1

see also first patrol; second patrol
and opening up of Western

Desert, 53–7, 59, 143–4
and plan for clearance in relation

to F2, 105, 106
and safety of desert Aboriginal

people re F1 and F2, 98–9
weather, deteriorating, 81, 87
Webster, David, 69, 130
Well 31, 121
Well 35

desert Aboriginal group in area of,
106, 118, 119, 126, 128, 148
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group of men at taken to
Swindells Field from, 129

second patrol go to, 118
Well 40, 44, 119
Western Australia

mineral boom in, 144
Western Australian government

criticism of re desert Aboriginal
people, 99–100

invisibility of Aboriginal people
in Western Desert to, 47, 53

see also Department of Native
Welfare (DNW) [WA]; joint
Northern Territory and Western
Australian patrol, 1964

Western Australian Petroleum Ltd
(WAPET), 64–5, 69, 71, 128

Western Desert, 8–9
European exploitation of, 143–4
movement of Aboriginal people

in towards permanent
settlement, 24

opening up of by WRE, 53–7, 59
population see population in

Western Desert
white men see kartiya (white men)
Wilki

Yuwali’s group go to, 84
Wiluna, 145
Winderlich, Heather, 126, 135

and bath for the women at
Swindells Field, 132

at Swindells Field, 130, 131
winter campsite, 74
Wirninwirnin

Yuwali’s group go to, 84, 85
Wirnkurra, 126, 127
Wirnpa, 3–4, 7–8, 91

Martu and, 7–16
return to, 189
Yuwali’s group go to, 89

Wirnpa, the rainmaker, 4, 5, 5–6, 7,
143

Woomera, 179–80
Woomera rocket-testing range

development of, 3, 17–18, 25
extension of into Western

Australia, 26, 46, 47
effect of on desert Aboriginal

people, 48–52
opposition to, 47–8

opposition to, 18–20
policy on Aboriginal people in

regard to, 18, 19–22
subsequent history, 179–80

Wuputirltirl see Yimiri
Wuruwuru, 91
Wuyuta, 91

Yaji, 13, 67, 130, 186
taken with patrol to Well 35, 118

Yapaji, 13, 67, 126, 130, 149, 188
claimed as wife by Nyani, 150

Yarrkayija, 76
Yiji, 13, 67, 68, 186–7
Yimiri, 9, 65, 69, 70, 73, 108, 110,

125
first patrol return to and discover

Aboriginal groups heading back
into dump area, 86

MacDougall camped close to, 76
return to (1999), 87, 153, 189
second patrol and Yuwali’s group

stop at on way to Jigalong,
114–15

second patrol find Karntipa and
Pinkirri at, 109

watersnake spirit of, 87, 110, 189
Yuwali’s group at, 87
Yuwali’s group go from towards

Yulpu, 86
Yuwali’s group go towards, 85

Yukurrpani, 13, 14, 64, 66, 67, 90,
107, 108, 126, 186

Yulpu, 119, 120, 126
birth of Yuwali at, 3–4, 8, 65
first patrol at, 73, 74
second patrol at, 107
return to (1999), 189
Yuwali’s group move towards, 86
Yuwali’s group taken to, 116

Yuwali, 13, 117, 126, 149, 186, 187
in 1964, 7
birth of, 3–4, 8, 65
chased by plane, 80
claimed as wife by Nyani, 117,

119, 130, 139–40, 150, 152, 185
goes with Junju’s group, 80
and kartiya (white men), 16
and Percival Lakes, 65
reluctance of to come in from

desert, 123, 140, 147, 148
return of to Yimiri/Wirnpa

(1999), 87, 153, 189
runs to join Junju’s group, 76
sights patrol and vehicle, 73
sights second patrol, 108
speaking about first patrol, 68–89
speaking about second patrol,

107–35
subsequent story of, 185
and Wirnpa country, 7–9

Yuwali’s group, 7, 12, 14–16, 67, 68,
70, 73, 147

arrive at Karilykarily, 77
arrive in Jigalong, 135
arrive in Swindells Field, 127–8
being without men, 7, 64, 110,

113, 139, 141, 147, 182, 183

decide to go to Jigalong, 129, 130
decision of to come in from

desert, 140, 142, 147–53
genealogy, 13
go in search of Nyiwiljukurr

(Yuwali’s father), 89, 90–1
go to Piparn, 88
go to Wilki, 84
go to Wirninwirnin, 84, 85
go to Wirnpa, 89
go towards Yimiri, 85
in Jigalong, 136, 139
join with Junju’s group at

Kurtararra, 91
and Junju’s group separate, 89, 90
at Kurtararra, 66, 67, 107
leave Swindells Field for Jigalong,

133–5
left at Kurtararra, 118
Long and decision on long-term

welfare requirements of, 119
MacDougall giving food to at

Kurtararra, 152
and Martu context of their

contact with Europeans, 173
move from Yimiri towards Yulpu,

86
Nyani and Punuma Sailor bring

them to Kurtararra, 112–13
Nyani and Punuma Sailor catch

up with, 111, 112, 139
range of, as noted by

MacDougall, 105
reaction to doctor, 130
relationships, 63–4
some of them at Kurtararra, 142
subsequent story of, 184–8
taken from Kurtararra, heading to

Jigalong, 114
taken to Yimiri, 114–15
taken to Yulpu, 116
and Wirnpa country, 7–8
at Yimiri, 87

Yuwin, 67, 68, 73, 79
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