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The 2021 AIATSIS Summit was successfully 
co-convened with the Kaurna Yerta 
Aboriginal Corporation (KYAC) and South 
Australian Native Title Services (SANTS). 

The Summit provided a unique forum for dialogue 
with representatives from the academic, research, 
native title, legal, community and public policy 
sectors. Delegates came together to discuss 
critical and emerging challenges as well as 
opportunities to support and strengthen 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, 
knowledge and governance.

As the first of its kind, the AIATSIS Summit 
combined the biennial AIATSIS National Indigenous 
Research Conference (ANIRC), and the National 
Native Title Conference (NTC) across five days. 
Monday and Tuesday were dedicated to ANIRC, 
and Thursday and Friday dedicated to the NTC. 
The Summit’s biggest day was Wednesday 
where both the ANIRC and NTC programs 
crossed over, opening with a traditional smoking 
ceremony on the banks of the Karrawirra Parri 
(River Torrens) and closing with the gala dinner. 
The Summit coincided with Reconciliation Week 
(27 May – 3 June) and Mabo Day (3 June). 

Although themes and topics were diverse, 
the importance of Indigenous peoples self-
determination and ownership of country and 
culture underpinned all discussions. The Summit 
was a fantastic opportunity to showcase and 
share the diverse approaches that different 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
have used to realise cultural, political, social and 
economic aspirations within significant legislative 
and policy constraints. 

Following the isolation brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Summit was also a 
welcome and overdue chance for those working 
in the Indigenous research and native title sectors 
to come together. We were saddened not to 
have a number of delegates and speakers from 
Victoria join us in-person because of COVID-
related travel restrictions, but were delighted 
to connect with many presenters over Zoom.



About AIATSIS 
The Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies is Australia’s only national 
institution focussed exclusively on the diverse 
history, cultures and heritage of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Australia. 

We care for a growing collection of more than 
1 million items including films, photographs, 
audio recordings, art and objects, printed 
and other resource materials.

We conduct research to the highest ethical 
standards, directly benefiting the communities 
we work with.

We publish award-winning books and content 
that engages people with the story of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Australia.

Our partnerships span the globe, including 
government, academic, corporate, cultural 
and community sectors.

Our unique and dynamic convergence of 
knowledge, resources and expertise enable 
us to tell the nation’s story and enhance 
the lives of all Australians.

Ngarrindjeri Elder Moogy Sumner AM performs a smoking 
ceremony on the banks of the Karrawirra Parri (River Torrens) 
for delegates on Day 3 of the Summit.



The hosts

Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal 
Corporation
The Kaurna people were officially recognised 
as the traditional owners of the Adelaide region 
in 2018, nearly two decades after the native 
title claim was first made. We acknowledge 
the leadership of our Kaurna elders and families 
in securing recognition.

Our native title area runs from Myponga to Lower 
Light, and from the Adelaide Hills to the coastline 
and is the first native title determination over a 
capital city. We hope the ruling will pave the way 
for traditional owners to gain recognition over 
their lands and waters within large cities.

Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal Corporation RNTBC 
is working to build on native title recognition 
and bring about positive change. 

The co-convenors

South Australian 
Native Title Services
For over a decade, South Australian Native Title 
Services (SANTS) has successfully facilitated 
more than 30 native title outcomes in our state 
through negotiation rather than litigation.

In South Australia, a cooperative, strategic 
approach to native title resolution has 
been implemented by the Federal Court, 
South Australian Government and SANTS.

We are proud that South Australia now has over 
60% of its area resolved for native title purposes. 
Much of our work today is to provide support 
and services to Aboriginal Nations to achieve 
their aspirations.

Left: Madge Wanganeen and Tania Tailor from the 
Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal Corporation at the AIATSIS 
Summit gala dinner. 

Right: April Lawrie, chairperson of the South 
Australian Native Title Services, speaks at the 
AIATSIS Summit gala dinner.   



Attendance and engagement

Delegates 
and speakers

910
total delegates 
across 5 days

720
guests at the 
Gala Dinner

450
guests at the 
closing reception

226
presenters

Exhibitors

32
total exhibitors 
in the trade hall

Social media 
and engagement 
102 total posts published
152,896 impressions
6,524 engagements
2,740 link clicks
323 new followers

@AIATSIS and 
#aiatsisSUMMIT 
mentions across the week
307 mentions, 
average of 51.2 per day
1.1M impressions, 
average 175,044 per day
1,658 engagements, 
average 276 per day
86% positive sentiment

Website and EDMs
25,776 Summit 
page views
18,656 Summit 
email views
23 Summit campaign 
EDMs distributed

Media
• AIATSIS sponsored two journalists 

from the National Indigenous Radio 
Service to attend the five days of the 
conference. These journalists reported 
daily from the event to the NIRS 
network and contributed to a weekly 
program that wraps up news on 
Indigenous events. 

• NITV reported twice; a report for the 
Tuesday news, and later an interview 
‘as live’ with the AIATSIS CEO for 
the evening current affairs program 
The Point.

• The themes in the Mabo Lecture and 
quotes from it were picked up as the 
basis for an editorial in The Australian 
that appeared on 4 June.



Kaurna cultural performance from the day 3 morning of the Summit. Delegates take part in a smoking ceremony to start day 3 of the Summit.



2021 AIATSIS Summit program
The 2021 AIATSIS Summit program featured more than one hundred presentations from 226 presenters, 
about twenty percent presented online, and well over half were Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
people. Of these presentations, there were eight keynote speeches by the Hon Ken Wyatt AM MP, 
April Lawrie, June Oscar AO, Craig Ritchie, Tony McAvoy SC, Professor Megan Davis, Marlikka Perdrisat 
and Professor Daryle Rigney. Gail Mabo provided an introduction to Mabo Day and there were several 
workshops, including the Indigenous Women’s and Men’s Talking Circles and a dedicated Youth Forum.

Each day of the five-day program foregrounded a different theme.

Day 1 Community Chair: Craig Ritchie
Keynote: The Hon Ken Wyatt AM, MP
Keynote: April Lawrie

Day 2 Truth Chair: Emeritus Professor Colleen Hayward
Keynote: June Oscar AO
Keynote: Craig Ritchie

Day 3 Treaty Chair: Distinguished Professor Maggie Walter
Keynote: Tony McAvoy SC

Day 4 Voice (Mabo Day) Introductory remarks: Gail Mabo
Chair: Ned David
Keynote and Mabo Lecture: Professor Megan Davis

Day 5 Country Chair: Garry Goldsmith
Keynote: Professor Daryle Rigney
Keynote: Marlikka Perdrisat



Day 1 
Community

The opening plenary on Day 1 began with a warm 
Welcome to Country from Rosalind Coleman, 
Deputy Chair of the Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal 
Corporation, and was accompanied by a cultural 
performance from the Taikurtinna Dance Group.

Reflecting on the day’s theme of community, the 
Hon Ken Wyatt AM MP, Minister for Indigenous 
Australians, delivered the Summit’s first keynote. 
Minister Wyatt outlined recent government 
initiatives such as the new National Partnership 
Agreement on Closing the Gap, developments for 
an Indigenous Voice, funding for the PBC sector, 
as well as support for the activities of AIATSIS. 
He implored the audience to work together to 
realise economic development opportunities 
for Indigenous Australians. 

Chairperson of the South Australian Native Title 
Services and South Australia’s Commissioner for 
Aboriginal Children and Young People, Mirning 
and Kokatha woman April Lawrie, followed 
with a keynote focused on the importance of 

children and young people, their wellbeing, and 
particularly the importance of their involvement 
in native title. She urged native title holders to 
listen to and nurture Aboriginal young people, 
and to actively support cultural transmission to 
them. Despite many challenges, Lawrie praised 
the ‘radical optimism’ of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander young people and their fight for 
a better future. 

The parallel sessions that followed showcased 
some of the best in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander-led research. Presentations covered 
topics such as education, Indigenous languages, 
evaluation and impact, biodiversity economies, 
Indigenous data, history and heritage. Day 1 also 
showcased new developments in AIATSIS’ work, 
including a packed workshop describing an 
initiative to report on the Situation and Status 
of Indigenous Cultures and Heritage, and the 
first of a series of workshops on the new AIATSIS 
Code of Ethics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Research.

Left: Vanessa Farrelly, Auriel Swan, Shania Armstrong 
and Samantha Armstrong from the Batchelor Institute 
present as part of the Strengthening Our Languages 
session at the Summit. 

Right: The Hon Ken Wyatt AM MP speaking 
at the Summit. 



Day 2 
Truth

Day 2 was opened by Bunuba woman June Oscar 
AO, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social 
Justice Commissioner, with a powerful speech on 
‘Truth for Change’. Oscar’s keynote emphasised 
truth telling not as an end in itself, but as a means 
to structural reform and the incorporation of 
Indigenous rights, knowledges and lives into the 
fabric of the nation. Highlighting the constraints 
and problems of native title, Oscar reminded the 
audience that native title was only ever meant 
to be part of a much larger settlement, which 
included a social justice package. With optimism, 
she suggested that we find ourselves in a pivotal 
moment where the moral and financial imperatives 
for change create an opportunity for generating 
a new relationship between Indigenous peoples 
and Australian governments. 

Dhunghutti and Biripi man and AIATSIS Chief 
Executive Officer, Craig Ritchie, followed with 

his keynote on the ‘Spaces in Between’, in which 
he argued that Indigenous people can draw 
on their ‘liminality’ (being between multiple 
worlds) as a strength. He argued that looking 
at the ‘spaces in between’ is a powerful tool in 
the transformation of policymaking, truth telling 
and relationship-building.  

The Day 2 program built on many of the themes 
from Day 1. Presentations focused on topics 
related to children and young people and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander wellbeing. 
Day 2 also saw the beginning of a two-day 
stream of presentations dedicated to the 
repatriation and return of Indigenous cultural 
materials and ancestral remains. The program 
was rounded out by three workshops, all focusing 
on significant contemporary Indigenous policy 
issues: truth telling, women’s leadership, 
and the Indigenous Evaluation Strategy.

Left: June Oscar, Gail Mabo, Craig Ritchie and 
Colleen Hayward after the day 2 plenary session.

Right: Delegates working together in the women’s 
leadership workshop. 



Day 3 
Treaty

The Summit’s biggest day began with a 
traditional smoking ceremony by Ngarrindjeri 
Elder Uncle Moogy Sumner, on the lawns by 
the Karrawirra Pari (River Torrens). Delegates 
were then moved inside the venue, where they 
were welcomed to Kaurna Country by Jeffrey 
Newchurch and Rosalind Coleman, Chair and 
Deputy Chair of the Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal 
Corporation respectively. Rosalind Coleman 
also shared the story of the Kaurna journey, 
explaining how the Kaurna people became the 
first group in the country to gain native title 
recognition over an Australian capital city. 

Wednesday’s plenary address was delivered 
by Wirdi man Tony McAvoy SC, a barrister 
and native title lawyer, who spoke about the 
complexities of treaty and its meaning for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
He identified two major barriers to treaty-making 
in Australia: a lack of interest in treaties at the 
national level; and the absence of a First Nations 

representative body at the national level capable 
of engaging with the government about treaty. 
His speech highlighted the ways in which the 
Summit themes overlapped, with truth telling 
a key part of addressing the first barrier, and 
a properly constituted Indigenous Voice to 
Parliament – one that reflects Indigenous forms 
of governance – addressing the second. 

The multidisciplinary program on Day 3 
combined research and native title themes. 
It included presentations on nation building, 
Indigenous data sovereignty, cultural heritage 
and native title, as well as the second half of 
the special presentation stream on repatriation. 
Three workshops were held for PBCs to meet 
and discuss issues of importance to them. Day 3 
also featured the special day-long Youth Forum 
– an opportunity for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people under 35 to meet together.  

Left: Rosalind Coleman and Jeffrey Newchurch share 
the Kaurna journey and welcome guests to Country. 

Right: Launching the Kaurna Warrapiipa Dictionary 
at the Summit. 



Youth forum
The youth forum was chaired by Wiradjuri 
woman and AIATSIS staff member Dora Bowles 
and was open to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
islander delegates between the ages of 18 and 35. 
It drew together native title holders, students, 
community organisers and advocates to reflect 
on individual and collective experience. Young 
mob with a shared interest in native title had the 
opportunity to form relationships and networks 
to support one another along the journey.

The focus for this year’s youth forum was to 
create strategies for involvement in native title, 
the challenges involved and the evolving role 
of young people going forward. The forum 
discussed varied pathways into the native title 
space, whether it be through ranger programs, 
apprenticeships, or internship programs. The 
willingness and number of young people has the 
potential to affect positive intergeneration change 
moving forward. This year, several youth speakers 
presented on the inspirational and effective work 
they are doing in the native title sector.

Left: Dora Bowles chairing the youth forum.

Right: Delegates from Victoria participating 
in the youth forum via Zoom. 

Bottom: Youth delegates participate in the smoking 
ceremony on day 3 of the the Summit.



Gala dinner
The Summit gala dinner was a showcase event 
for 720 guests held on the evening of Wednesday 
2 June at the Adelaide Convention Centre. 

Joshua Warrior and Rikki Lee Milera-Wilson were 
the wonderful MCs for the gala dinner, hosting 
proceedings and introducing performers and 
speakers. Joshua made sure he kept everyone 
laughing by performing a number of stand-up 
comedy interludes throughout the night. 

Tiana Silva (Williams) and Jymain O’Neil opened 
the night by welcoming all guests to Kaurna 
Country in a future focussed address to guests 
with a backdrop of imagery showcasing the 
diversity of Kaurna Country from the mountains 
to the city.  

A moving musical performance from three-
member didgeridoo act Yidaki opened the night 
and was followed by a special Seven Sisters song 
and dance performance by Anangu Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara Law and Culture – Inma 
Tjukurpa Munu Pakantjaku, led by Murray George.

Throughout the evening, a showcase of images 
were displayed on large screens, wrapping 
around the venue and visually supporting 
different parts of the gala dinner program. 
This included imagery of Kaurna Country, 
artworks by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists from the AIATSIS Collection and artworks 
from Warlukurlangu Artists of Yuendumu that 
celebrate cultural resurgence and highlight the 
wonderful diversity and richness of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander cultures.

AIATSIS CEO Craig Ritchie and AIATSIS Council 
representative Wirlomin Noongar man Clint 
Bracknell welcomed guests and delegates, 
as well as thanking and highlighting the many 
contributions of the hosts and co-convenors, 
the Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal Corporation and 
the South Australian Native Title Services,

Musical entertainment to wrap up the night was 
provided by Ellie Lovegrove and Tony and the 
Sound Factory and guests were delighted to 
finally hit the dance floor and let their hair down. 

Left: Guests at the Sumit gala dinner.

Right: MCs Joshue Warrior and Rikki Lee Milera-Wilson 
at the Summit gala dinner.  



Seven Sisters song and dance performance by Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Law and Culture.

Yidaki didgeridoo perform at the Summit gala dinner. Guests at the AIATSIS Summit gala dinner watch Joshua Warrior’s stand-up comedy performace.



Day 4 
Voice – Mabo Day

Day 4 of the program was Mabo Day and the 
plenary session gave prominence to Torres Strait 
Islander voices and cultures. Ned David, Chair of 
the Gur A Baradharaw Kod Torres Strait Sea and 
Land Council, chaired the session, which also 
featured a performance from Torres Strait Islander 
dancer Eddie Peters. Gail Mabo followed with 
inspiring introductory remarks on the legacy of 
her father, Eddie Koiki Mabo, imploring everyone 
to listen to the voices of elders.

Cobble Cobble woman Professor Megan Davis 
then delivered the Mabo Lecture, this year focusing 
on Indigenous constitutional recognition and a 
voice to Parliament. In her speech, Davis argued 
passionately that any Indigenous voice to 
Parliament must be enshrined in the Constitution 
to give it meaningful status and protection. 
Highlighting the importance of the themes 
of the Summit, Davis drew attention to the 

significance of the sequencing in the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart’s call for voice, 
treaty and truth, with the voice providing a 
platform for treaty-making and truth telling. 

Day 4’s program included a wide range of 
fascinating topics, from carbon farming and 
caring for Country to economic partnerships, 
governance and commercialising native title. 
The Indigenous Men’s and Women’s Talking 
Circles, traditionally held at every NTC, were also 
held on Day 4. This year’s Women’s Talking Circle 
was facilitated by June Oscar AO, and this year’s 
Men’s Talking Circle was facilitated by Klynton 
Wanganeen and Garth Agius. These talking 
circles are an important part of the Native 
Title Conference, and provide a safe space for 
Indigenous men and women to discuss issues 
affecting them and their communities.

Left: Gail Mabo delivers introductory remarks 
before the 2021 Mabo Lecture by Megan Davis. 

Right: Torres Strait performer Eddie Peters performs 
at the AIATSIS Summit on Mabo Day.



Day 5 
Country

Ngarrindjeri  man Professor Daryle Rigney and 
Nyikina Warrwa and Wangkumara Barkindji 
woman Marlikka Perdrisat launched the final 
day of the Summit with two invigorating 
keynote addresses. Daryle Rigney focused on 
speaking from and as, rather than to or through 
Country. He spoke about the insidiousness of 
an individualistic, needs-based approach to 
Indigenous issues, rather than an approach 
focused on Indigenous aspirations and 
collectives. He also encouraged the audience to 
take up a nation-building approach to building 
Indigenous futures, characterised by practical 
self-rule, clarity of purpose, capable government, 
cultural match with community beliefs and 
values, and public-spirited leaders.  

Speaking with critical awareness of the climate 
crisis we find ourselves in, Marlikka Perdrisat 
then argued that the assertion of nationhood 
needs to be on Indigenous terms and recognise 
the value of country and First Law. A digital 
storyteller, Perdrisat played four one-minute 
videos that she created to share Country 
and culture, using them as part of a broader 
mission to educate the Australian public about 
Indigenous cultures and philosophies, First 
Law and Country. She urged the audience to 
reclaim the legitimacy and value of Indigenous 
philosophies and laws and use them to realise 
obligations to care for Country. 

Day 5 was last but not least. Climate economies, 
native title governance, including issues of 

groups and boundaries, and cultural heritage 
legislation were just some of the topics covered. 

The Summit concluded with a moving Closing 
Plenary, which touched strongly on the 
question of the future and the legacies we 
create. Tony McAvoy SC returned to the stage 
and expressed his hope that we will see new 
forms of governance to handle some of the 
challenges of the present, restrictive native 
title regime. AIATSIS Council Member Michelle 
Deshong echoed McAvoy’s comments, praising 
the fantastic presentations throughout the 
conference, and highlighting the ways they 
demonstrated innovation, pointing towards 
a future of self-determination. Dora Bowles, 
the coordinator of the Summit Youth Forum, 
then spoke about the importance of involving 
young people in native title and political 
processes. Much to the agreement of McAvoy 
and Deshong, Bowles powerfully argued: 
‘We are an integral part of the succession 
planning for our communities and a vital step 
along the way for intergenerational knowledge 
transference’. 

The Closing Plenary was a highly apt reflection 
of the spirit of the AIATSIS Summit. By creating 
essential opportunities for generating dialogue 
and providing support for each other, the Summit 
became a much appreciated chance to collectively 
consider our work and mission, and what 
footprints for the future we leave behind. 



Maggie Walters chairing the day 3 Summit plenary remotely from Victoria.Moogy Sumner welcomes guests during a cultural performance on day 3 of the Summit. 

Taikurtinna Dance Group after their performance on day 1 of the Summit. Artworks by Charlotte Allingham from the AIATSIS Collection projected during the Summit gala dinner.  



Sponsorship
AIATSIS would like to thank all of its sponsors 
whose contributions made the Summit possible. 
This year the Summit had 10 sponsors and 
we were able to raise $380,000 in support.

Delegate Sponsors

Impact Investment Partners
South Australian Department 

of Energy and Mining
Reconciliation Australia
The Healing Foundation

Principal sponsor Destination & Venue sponsors

Major sponsor Supporting sponsors

Sponsors were acknowledged throughout the 
five day program, including the plenary sessions, 
welcome and conference dinner. Sponsors were 
promoted prior, during and after the conference 
through the delegate app, conference signage 
and online materials.



Australian Institute of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Studies
51 Lawson Crescent, ACTON  ACT  2601 
GPO Box 553, CANBERRA  ACT  2601
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Delegates from the Indigenous Women’s Talking Circle wokshop on day 4 of the AIATSIS Summit.


