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COLLECTION SUMMARY 

Creator:  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC), Victorian 
and Tasmanian Office 

Title:  Press cuttings 

Collection no: MS 5069 

Date range: 1980-1991 

Extent:  19 archives boxes, 3.33 shelf metres 

Repository:  Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander Studies 

Back to top  

 

CULTURAL SENSITIVITY STATEMENT 
It is a condition of use of this finding aid, and of the collection described in it, that users 
ensure that any use of the information contained in it is sympathetic to the views and 
sensitivities of relevant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.   

This includes: 

Language 
Users are warned that this finding aid may contain words and descriptions which may be 
culturally sensitive and which might not normally be used in certain public or community 
contexts. Terms and descriptions which reflect the author’s attitude, or that of the period in 
which the manuscript was written, and which may be considered inappropriate today in some 
circumstances, may also be used. 

Deceased persons 
Users of this finding aid should be aware that, in some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, seeing images of deceased persons in photographs, film and books or hearing 
them in recordings etc. may cause sadness or distress and in some cases, offend against 
strongly held cultural prohibitions. 

 

Back to top  



MS 5069  ATSIC, Victorian and Tasmanian Office, Press cuttings, 1980-1991 
 
 
 

3 
 

ACCESS TO COLLECTION  

Access and use conditions  
Materials listed in this finding aid may be subject to access conditions required by Indigenous 
communities and/or depositors. Users are advised that access to some materials may be 
subject to these access conditions.  

Copying and quotation  
Copying of, and quoting from, unpublished material may be subject to the conditions 
determined by the depositor of the manuscripts. In accordance with the Copyright Act 1968, 
Section 51, materials are only provided for private study and use.   

Obtaining access, copying and quotation permissions  
In cases where these permissions are required they must be obtained in writing and must be 
signed. Further information can be found on the AIATSIS website on the Ordering collection 
items page. Contact Collections staff for further information.  

Although Manuscripts are not available on Interlibrary loan, they may be available via 
document supply (photocopying), subject to access conditions, if they are already digitized.  

Email Collections Staff or telephone +61 2 6246 1182 

Access conditions  
Open access – reading. Open copying for private study (in accordance with Copyright Act 
1968), closed quotation. Not for Inter-Library Loan. (A1; B3a) 

Preferred citation 
Items from this collection should be cited as [Title or description of manuscript item], 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS [insert number], 
Series [insert number], Subseries [insert number], Item or Folder [insert number]. 

For example:  Press cuttings, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, Australian 
Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS 5069/1/1, Pt.1. 

Back to top  

 

COLLECTION OVERVIEW  

Scope and contents note 
The press reports cover both local Victorian and Tasmanian issues and national issues in 
Indigenous affairs. They consist of cuttings from Victorian newspapers, covering the years 
approximately 1983 to 1991, and from The Australian and from Tasmania newspapers. 

The Victorian newspapers include: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133/s51.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/ordering-collection-items
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/ordering-collection-items
mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au#_blank
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Advertiser (Bairnsdale) 
Advertiser (Geelong) 
Advertiser (Williamstown) 
Age (Melbourne)  
Ararat Advertiser (Ararat)  
Bendigo Advertiser (Bendigo)  
Brunswick Sentinel 
Chadstone Progress 
Chronicle (Camperdown) 
Chronicle (Wangaratta) 
Cohuna Farmers Weekly (Cohuna)  
Community News 
Courier (Ballarat)  
Cranbourne Sun 
Croydon Mail 
Dandenong Examiner (Hastings) 
Dandenong Journal (Dandenong)  
Diamond Valley News 
Donald Birchup Times 
Doncaster Templestowe News 
Ensign (Wycheproof) 
Footscray Mail (Footscray)  
Frankston News 
Gazette (Warragul)  
Geelong Advertiser (Geelong)  
Geelong Independent 
Geelong News 
Gippsland Times 
Guardian (Swan Hill) 
Heidelberger 
Herald (Colac) 
Herald (Echuca) 
Horsham Wimmera Times  
Latrobe Valley Express 
Lilydale Yarra Valley Express 
Macedon Ranges Telegraph (Gisborne)  
Mail Express (Melton) 
Mail Times (Horsham) 
Melbourne Times (Inner northern suburbs, Melbourne)  
Midland Express (Kyneton) 
Moorabbin Standard  
Mountain District Free Express 
Mountain Views (Healsville) 
Myrtleford Times (Myrtleford)  
New Life (Melbourne) 
Northcote Leader (Melbourne)  
North Eastern Ensign (Benalla) 

http://www.theage.com.au/
http://www.ararat.yourguide.com.au/home.asp
http://bendigo.yourguide.com.au/home.asp
http://www.vcpa.com.au/Vic/cohuna_farmers_weekly.html
http://www.thecourier.com.au/home.asp
http://www.inews.net.au/
http://www.thejournal.com.au/
http://www.fcnonline.com.au/footscraymail/
http://www.glgadvertiser.com.au/
http://www.fcnonline.com.au/telegraph/
http://www.textmedia.com.au/mt_fset.html
http://www.vcpa.com.au/Vic/myrtleford_times.html
http://www.community.newsmedianet.com.au/home/groups/group/title.jsp?titleid=39
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News (Ballarat) 
News (Shepparton) 
Northern Times (Kerang) 
Northerner (Ivanhoe Heidelberg Diamond Valley) 
Numurkah Leader  
Oakleigh Springvale Times 
Observer, Portland 
Peninsula-Westernport Post  
Post (Knox – Sherbrooke) 
Preston Post Times 
Progress Press (Camberwell) 
Regional News (Sunbury) 
Richmond Times 
Riverine Herald (Echuca) 
Sandringham Brighton Advertiser  
Southern Peninsula Gazette (Rosebud) 
Spectator (Hamilton)  
Standard (Warrnambool) 
Star (Leongatha)  
Sunshine Advocate (Sunshine)  
Sun (Melbourne) 
Sunday Observer 
Sunraysia Daily (Mildura) 
Toorak Times 
Weekly Times (Melbourne) 
Werribee Banner (Werribee)  
Western Independent (Footscray – Sunshine) 
Western Independent (Melton – Bacchus Marsh) 
Western Independent (Werribee – Williamstown – Altona) 
Western Times (Footscray) 
Whittlesea Post  
Williamstown Advertiser (Melbourne)  

New South Wales Newspaper: 
Border Morning Mail (Albury) 

The Tasmanian newspapers include: 
Sunday Examiner 

Provenance  
The collection was deposited in the AIATSIS Library in 2006. 

Material separated from the collection 
No material has been separated. 

http://rivheraldechuca.net/
http://the.standard.net.au/
http://www.fcnonline.com.au/sunshineadvocate/default.asp
http://werribeebanner.com.au/
http://williamstownadvertiser.com.au/
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Related material 
See also, MS 5061, Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs, Press cuttings, 1973-
1986. 
For a complete list of works by ATSIC / AATSIS, held by the Library, and for other related 
material consult Mura®, the AIATSIS catalogue. 

For access to Audiovisual material contact  AIATSIS Collections. 

Important: Before clicking on the links to the catalogue entries please read our 
sensitivity message. 

Archivist’s note 
These newspaper clippings were donated to the AIATSIS Library in 2006, following the 
cessation of ATSIC/ATSIS.  It is not known which office they came from. They were taken 
from hanging files and the original titles retained on the folders into which they were 
rehoused. The articles cover both local Victorian and Tasmanian issues and national issues 
in Indigenous affairs.  

Back to top  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) (1990–2005) was established 
by Bob Hawke's Labor government through the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission Act 1989 (the ATSIC Act), which took effect on 5 March 1990. The Commission 
was an amalgamation of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and the Aboriginal 
Development Commission. 

ATSIC was the Australian Government body through which Aboriginal Australians and Torres 
Strait Islanders were formally involved in the processes of government affecting their lives. A 
number of Indigenous programs and organisations fell under the overall umbrella of ATSIC. 

The functions of the Commission, as set out in Section 7 of the Act in relation to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, were as follows: 

• formulate and implement programs; 
• monitor the effectiveness of programs including programs conducted by other bodies; 
• develop policy proposals to meet their needs and priorities;   
• assist, advise and co-operate with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, 

organisations and individuals; 
• advise the Minister, including on the administration of legislation and co-ordination of 

the activities of other Commonwealth bodies;   
• provide information and advice to the Minister on request; 
• protect sacred and significant cultural information; 
• undertake research and collect and publish statistical information. 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html#_blank
mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html#_blank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Hawke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Labor_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aboriginal_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Strait_Islanders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torres_Strait_Islanders
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The agency was dismantled in 2004 in the aftermath of corruption allegations and litigation. 
ATSIC was formally abolished at midnight 24 March 2005. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission, State Office, Victoria-Tasmania, was 
based at 8th Floor, 399 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. In 1992 there was a proposal to merge 
the Regional Office, located at 182 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne, with the State Office. 

Sources: National Archives of Australia, ATSIC agency registration, and Wikipedia. 

 

Back to top  

 

SERIES DESCRIPTION  

Series 1 ATSIC press cuttings: Aboriginal Deaths in Custody; Law 

MS 5069/1/1, Pts.1-2  Law, Mar 1987-Oct 1988 

MS 5069/1/2, Pts.1-3 Law, 26 Aug 1981-19 Apr 1991 

MS 5069/1/3, Pts.1-3 Law, Trials and Deaths in Custody, Feb-Oct 1988 

MS 5069/1/4, Pts.1-3 Law, Trials and Deaths in Custody, Feb 1988-Feb 1989 

MS 5069/1/5, Pts.1-2 Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, Dec 1990-Apr 1991 

Back to top  

 

Series 2  ATSIC press cuttings: Government 
ATSIC, Aboriginal Development Corporation, NAC, Politics, 
Government policy/politics, Elections 

MS 5069/2/1, Pts.1-3 ATSIC, Oct 1988-Dec 1990 

MS 5069/2/2, Pts.1-2 Aboriginal Development Corporation, Dec 1982-May 1990 

MS 5069/2/3 NAC [National Aboriginal Conference], Oct 1982-May 1985 

MS 5069/2/4, Pts.1-4 Politics, Mar 1983-Nov 1990 

MS 5069/2/5 DAA [Dept of Aboriginal Affairs] – spending, Oct 1988-Dec 1988 

MS 5069/2/6 Grants and Funding, Oct 1986-Jun 1991 

MS 5069/2/7 Commonwealth Policy, Politics Apr 1980-Oct 1988 

MS 5069/2/8, Pts.1-2 Elections, 1987 & 1990 

MS 5069/2/9 Politics, Apr 1985 

Back to top  
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Series 3   ATSIC press cuttings: Victorian topics 
Moomba 1987-88, NADOC/NAIDOC (2 folders), Cultural festivals, 
Australia Day, Grampians renaming to Gariwerd (2 folders), Murray-
Sunset National Park, NPWS. 

MS 5069/3/1 Moomba, Mar 1988-Mar 1989 

MS 5069/3/2, Pts.1-3 NADOC [National Aborigines’ Day Observance Committee], Sep 
1983-Jan 1988 

MS 5069/3/3, Pts.1-2 NAIDOC [National Aborigines’ and Islanders’ Day Observance 
Committee], Aug 1987-Sep 1991 

MS 5069/3/4 Cultural festivals, Nov 1990 

MS 5069/3/5 Australia Day, Jan-Mar 1991 

MS 5069/3/6 Sport Melbourne, Olympics bid 1996, Mar-Jul 1990 

MS 5069/3/7 Sport – Victoria, Jan 1985-May 1991 

MS 5069/3/8, Pts 1-3 Grampions – renaming to Gariwerd, Mar-Dec 1989 

MS 5069/3/9, Pts.1-6 Grampions – renaming to Gariwerd, Jan 1990-May 1991 

MS 5069/3/10 Murray Sunset National Park – renaming, Jun-Jul 1991 

MS 5069/3/11 National Parks and Wildlife, Apr 1985-Oct 1988 

Back to top  

 

Series 4  ATSIC press cuttings: Anthropology, Archaeology, History, 
book reviews 

MS 5069/4/1, Pts.1-4 Anthropology / Archaeology, Dec 1985-May 1991 

MS 5069/4/2, Pts 1-4 History 1989, Apr 1985-May 1991 

MS 5069/4/3, Pts 1-3 Book reviews, Aug 1951-Jun 1988 

MS 5069/4/4, Pts.1-3 Book reviews 2, Oct 1980-Sep 1990 

Back to top  

 

Series 5   ATSIC press cuttings: Art & culture, media 

MS 5069/5/1, Pts.1-5 Art and Culture, 1989-1990  

MS 5069/5/2, Pts.1-4 Art and Culture, 1990 

MS 5069/5/3, Pts.1-2 Art and Culture, 1991 

MS 5069/5/4 Film and Theatre, May 1987-Jul 1991 

MS 5069/5/5, Pts.1-3 Music, 1987-1991 
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MS 5069/5/6, Pts.1-3 Television, 1986-1991 

MS 5069/5/7 Radio, Feb 1985-Jun 1990 

MS 5069/5/8 ABC, Feb-Jul 1987 

Back to top  

 

Series 6   ATSIC press cuttings: Land Rights and Places 
Land Rights, Sacred sites, Kakadu, Katherine Gorge 

MS 5069/6/1, Pts.1-6 Land Rights, 1983-1991 

MS 5069/6/2, Pts.1-2 Land Rights, 1980-1990 

MS 5069/6/3, Pts.1-3 Land Rights and other States, 1982-1989 

MS 5069/6/4 Sacred Sites, 1980-1991 

MS 5069/6/5, Pts.1-3 Kakadu Mining, 1980-1991 

MS 5069/6/6, Pts.1-2 Kakadu Mining, 1989-1989 

MS 5069/6/7 Katherine Gorge, 1989-1989 

Back to top  

Series 7   ATSIC press cuttings: Bicentennial and other events  
1988 Bicentenary (2 folders), 1988 Bicentenary First Fleet Re-
enactment, Expo 88 Brisbane, Opening of New Parliament House 
1988, articles on Charles Perkins (2 folders), Religion, Dreaming, 
Nelson Mandela visit October 1990, Pope’s visit 1986 

MS 5069/7/1, Pts.1-3 Bicentenary, 1987-1988 

MS 5069/7/2, Pts.1-4 1988 Bicentenary, 1987-1991 

MS 5069/7/3 Bicentennial – First fleet re-enactment, 1987-1988 

MS 5069/7/4 Expo 88 Brisbane, 1988-1988 

MS 5069/7/5 Parliament House opening, 1988-1989 

MS 5069/7/6 Articles on Charles Perkins, Jan 1987-1988 

MS 5069/7/7, Pts. 1-2 Articles on Charles Perkins, Feb 1988- Nov 1988 

MS 5069/7/8, Pts.1-2 Articles on Charles Perkins, Nov 1988-1990 

MS 5069/7/9 Religion, 1984-1991 

MS 5069/7/10 Dreaming/Dreamtime, 1987-1988 

MS 5069/7/11 Nelson Mandela visit, Oct 1990 

MS 5069/7/12 Pope’s Visit, 1986  

Back to top  
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Series 8   ATSIC press cuttings: Social Issues 
Aboriginality/Stolen generations, Adoption, Compensation 1982-85, 
Education (2 folders), Employment (2 folders), Discrimination, Health, 
Housing, Human rights, Human rights – Toomelah, Poverty, RSL, 
Racism 

MS 5069/8/1 Aboriginality/Stolen Generations, 1987-1989 

MS 5069/8/2 Adoption, March 15th 1986 

MS 5069/8/3 Compensation, 1982-1985 

MS 5069/8/4 Education, 1990-1991 

MS 5069/8/5, Pts.1-4 Education, 1987-1990 

MS 5069/8/6, Pts.1-4 Employment, 1984-1991 

MS 5069/8/7 Employment, 1988-1990 

MS 5069/8/8 Discrimination, 1986-1991 

MS 5069/8/9 Health, 1988-1991 

MS 5069/8/10, Pts.1-3 Housing, 1983-1990 

MS 5069/8/11 Human Rights, 1984-1991 

MS 5069/8/12 Human Rights -– Toomelah, 1988-1990 

MS 5069/8/13 Poverty -– Australia, 1985-1990 

MS 5069/8/14 RSL, 1984-1988 

MS 5069/8/15 Racism, 1985-1991 

Back to top  

 

Series 9   ATSIC press cuttings: Victorian organisations 
Victorian organisations (10 folders arranged alphabetically), 
Wurundjeri people 1989-1991, Victorian Aboriginal cultural heritage, 
Worowa College, Koorie [references to Koories in articles], 
Coranderrk / Lake Tyers / Cummeragunga, Victoria - General 

MS 5069/9/1, Pts.1-2 Organisations -– Vic-A-B, 1984-1991 

MS 5069/9/2 Organisations -– Vic-C-D, 1980-1991 

MS 5069/9/3 Organisations -– Vic-E-H, 1982-1991 

MS 5069/9/4 Organisations -– Vic-G, 1985-1990 

MS 5069/9/5 Organisations -– Vic-M, 1988-1990 

MS 5069/9/6 MOSA (Monash University Orientation Scheme for Aborigines), 
1988 

MS 5069/9/7 Organisations -– Vic-R, 1989-1991 
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MS 5069/9/8, Pts.1-2 Organisations -– Vic- Sunraysia Aboriginal Corporation, 1985-1995 

MS 5069/9/9 Organisations- Vic- S-Z, 1982-1990 

MS 5069/9/10, Pts.1-2 Wamba Wamba Aboriginal Land Council, 1988-1990 

MS 5069/9/11 Wurundjeri Tribe, 1989-1991 

MS 5069/9/12 Worawa College, 1987-1990 

MS 5069/9/13 Victorian Aboriginal Cultural Heritage, 1989-1990 

MS 5069/9/14 “Koori”, 1988-1991 

MS 5069/9/15 Coranderrk -– Lake Tyres, Cummeragunga, 1987-1990 

MS 5069/9/16, Pts.1-2 Victoria “General”, 1976-1988  

Back to top  

 

Series 10   ATSIC press cuttings: Tasmania 
Tasmania (3 folders), Tasmania – Land rights, Tasmania – Return of 
Human remains, Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre (2 folders) 

MS 5069/10/1, Pts.1-4 Tasmania 1, 1983-1988 

MS 5069/10/2, Pts.1-2 Tasmania 2, 1986-1990 

MS 5069/10/3 Tasmania 3, 1989 

MS 5069/10/4 Tasmania -– Land Rights, 1987-1989 

MS 5069/10/5 Tasmania -– Return of human remains, 1984-1987 

MS 5069/10/6, Pts.1-3 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre 1, 1986-1990 

MS 5069/10/7, Pts.1-4 Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre 2, 1987-1990 

Back to top  

 

Series 11   ATSIC press cuttings: Other 
Western Australia, Queensland, Census, Criticism, Museums, Other 
(5 folders) 

MS 5069/11/1 Western Australia, 1984-1988 

MS 5069/11/2 Queensland, 1984-1986 

MS 5069/11/3 Census, 1986-1988 

MS 5069/11/4 Criticism, 1983-1989 

MS 5069/11/5 Museum, 1987-1991 

MS 5069/11/6 Other (General), 1980-1991 

MS 5069/11/7 Other, 1986 
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MS 5069/11/8, Pts.1-2 Other, 1987 

MS 5069/11/9, Pts.1-2 Other, 1990 

MS 5069/11/10 Other, 1991 

Back to top  

 

BOX LIST 

Series Folder/Item Box 
Series 1 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 4, Pt.2 Box 1 
Series 1 Item 4, Pt.3- Item 5, Pt.2 Box 2 
Series 2 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 3  
Series 2 Item 4, Pt.1- Item 9 Box 3 
Series 3 Item 1- Item 7 Box 4 
Series 3 Item 8, Pt.1- Item 11 Box 5 
Series 4 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 3, Pt.2 Box 6 
Series 4 Item 3, Pt.3- Item 4, Pt.3 Box 7 
Series 5 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 2, Pt.2  
Series 5 Item 2, Pt.3- Item 6, Pt.3 Box 8 
Series 5 Item 7- Item 8 Box 9 
Series 6 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 3, Pt.1  
Series 6 Item 3, Pt.2- Item 7 Box 10 
Series 7 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 1, Pt.2  
Series 7 Item 1, Pt.3- Item 7, Pt.1 Box 11 
Series 7 Item 7, Pt.2- Item 12 Box 12 
Series 8 Item 1- Item 4  
Series 8 Item 5, Pt.1- Item 9 Box 13 
Series 8 Item 10, Pt.1- Item 15 Box 14 
Series 9 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 2  
Series 9 Item 3- Item 11 Box 15 
Series 9 Item 12- Item 16, Pt.2 Box 16 
Series 10 Item 1, Pt.1- Item 1, Pt.4  
Series 10 Item 2, Pt.1- Item 7, Pt.2 Box 17 
Series 10 Item 7, Pt.3- Item 7, Pt.4 Box 18 
Series 11 Item 1- Item 7  
Series 11 Item 8, Pt.1- Item 10 Box 19 

 
Finding aid compiled by Sarah Kennedy and Pat Brady, May 2016. 
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