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ACCESS 
To arrange an appointment to listen to the recordings, to order copies or to discuss any queries 
regarding this collection, contact the Collections Access Unit by sending an email to 
collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or phone (02) 6261 4212.  

Availability of copies 
 
Listening copies are available.  
 

Restrictions on listening 
 
This collection is open for listening. 
 

 Restrictions on use  
 
This collection is open for copying to interviewees and immediate family.  All other clients may only 
copy this collection with the permission of interviewees or their immediate family. 
 
Permission must be sought from interviewees or their immediate family for any publication or 
quotation of this material.  
 
Any publication or quotation must be consistent with the Copyright Act (1968). 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

Date:  1987 
 

Extent: 1 x 60 minute audiocassette, 2 x 90 minute audiocassettes;  

Production history 
These interviews were conducted by Judith McDougall while undertaking a photographic fieldwork as 
part of the After 200 Years project. Interviewees include Mick Yarmirr and Jumbo Gunggibara. The 
interviews were conducted at Minjilang, Croker Island, NT. 
 
The After 200 Years project was conceived by the Australian Institute for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies as a visual record of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians two hundred 
years after the first non-Indigenous settlement of Australia. It was funded with the assistance of the 
Australian Bicentennial Authority in 1988 and culminated in the publication After 200 Years: 
photographic essays of Aboriginal and Islander Australia today. 
 
This collection was deposited at AIATSIS by Penny Taylor on 14 September 1990. 
 

RELATED MATERIAL 
AIATSIS Collections holds photographic and print material directly related to this audio collection.  

mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au
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• Pictorial collection - Minjilang community portraits, (1987), Judith McDougall, (call number: 

MINJILANG.001.BW). 
• Print collection - After 200 years: photographic essays of Aboriginal and Islander Australia today (1988), 

Penny Taylor (ed.), (call number: B T245.07/A1). 
 
For a complete listing of related material held by AIATSIS, consult our online catalogue, Mura®. To 
conduct a search of available audio finding aids, please click here.  
 

ARCHIVIST'S NOTE  
 
 
This finding aid was compiled from information provided by Penny Taylor and audition sheets 
prepared by AIATSIS staff.  
 
Timing points may be slightly out depending on the technologies and procedures in place at the time 
the recordings were auditioned. 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
http://aiatsis.gov.au/research/guides-and-resources/collection-finding-aids
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ITEM LIST  

Archive 
number 

Field recording  
number  

Description 
 

036143 39 side a Oral history interview with Mick Yarmirr about the history 
of Croker Island (NT) 

036144 40 side a Oral history interview with Mick Yarmirr about the history 
of Croker Island (NT) 

036145 41 side a Oral history interviews with Mick Yarmirr and Jumbo 
Gunggibara about the history of Croker Island (NT) 
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS 
 
036143; FT39 side a 
Performer/speaker(s): Mick Yarmirr 

Personal subject(s): Jack Davison (Mildoon), Tim Panican (Mamidba), Joe Cooper, Rodney 
Spencer, Reuben Cooper 

Subject keywords: Settlement and contacts - Macassans and Indonesians; Race relations; Hunting 
– Buffalo; Occupations – Pearlers; Religions - Christianity - Missionaries 

Language/people: English, Marrgu (N45) 

Places: Minjilang (Croker Island West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13); Raffles Bay / Fort 
Wellington (West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13);  East Alligator River (Kakadu, 
NT SD53-01, SD53-05) ; Gunbalanya / Oenpelli (West Arnhem Land NT 
SD53-01) ; Goulburn Islands (West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13)  

Recording quality: Good 
 

Timing 
point 

Description 

 Oral history interview with Mick Yarmirr (MY) about the history of Croker 
Island (NT). Recorded on the 9th of November 1987.  

00:00:00 Archive announcement  
00:00:16 MY talks about the history of Croker Island (NT). He speaks about the Macassan 

people and Malay peoples who were the first to work on the island and on the 
mainland. He discusses the forced labour of Indigenous Australians by non-
Indigenous people. MY talks about the McArthur people and the times of year the 
Europeans would travel. MY speaks about the non-Indigenous people who settled at 
Raffles Bay (NT). He continues to talk about the first European settlements and 
Captain James Cook’s discoveries and death. Discussion about Governor Phillip and 
colonial settlement of Perth (W.A.). 

00:09:54 MY speaks about an Aboriginal man named Jack Davison (Mildoon), from Port 
Essington (NT) who went to England and visited King Edward and Queen Victoria. 
MY talks about Tim Panican (Mamidba) who was taken to Adelaide (SA) when he 
was a boy. He continues to speak about Jack Davison and his journey back to 
Australia by battleship. MY notes that Jack would often visit his family on Croker 
Island, which is where he died. 

00:13:55 MY recalls that Jack Davison named a son after himself who ended up marrying 
MY’s older sister and having three children - two girls and a boy. When some of the 
settlers left, the Malay and Aboriginal people intermarried with the Macassans. 
Discussion about working with the Malay pearl divers. 

00:17:25 MY talks about the non-Indigenous outlaws who travelled by horseback and camel 
from Sydney and Adelaide, and settled in East Alligator River to hunt buffalo. Two 
of these men, Joe Cooper from Adelaide and Rodney Spencer from America, came to 
the coast off the island and took the local Aboriginal women away. MY recalls that at 
Christmas Rodney Spencer would place pipes in the mouths, or glass bottles on the 
heads of the Aboriginal women and then shoot them off with a rifle. He explains that 
Spencer was killed with a shovel spear which was the punishment under local 
Aboriginal law for stealing women. MY claims that many non-Indigenous men were 
killed by Aboriginal people as retribution for this crime.  
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00:20:19 MY speaks about the history of gun violence between non-Indigenous settlers and 
Aboriginal people. 

00:20:44 MY speaks about Joe Cooper and his death in Darwin. Mention also of Joe’s 
daughter and his son Reuben, and their demise in Darwin. MY remarks, “They were 
my cousins [Reuben Cooper and his sister].” 

00:21:24 MY talks about working in the saw mills and the recruitment of other Aboriginal 
people from Maningrida (NT) ‘inland people’ and Mount Kelly(?). 
MY explains that they were paid in tobacco and flour and speaks about the owner of 
the sawmill - described by MY as “my cousin [presumably Reuben Cooper].”  

00:22:47 MY discusses how mining is now a major source of income for Aboriginal people.  
23:32 MY speaks about working with the Malay and Japanese pearl divers. The pearl fleet 

started from Broome (WA) and collected the shell all along the WA coast up to the 
islands of the Northern Territory and down to Darwin, where the shell was shipped 
to America. 

00:26:32 MY talks about Reverend James Watson and his mission work in New Guinea prior 
to establishing the Methodist mission on Croker Island. MY refers to a Catholic 
missionary who worked on Croker Island before returning to Melville Island (NT). 
Discussion of Reverend Watson’s work at Oenpelli (NT) and Goulburn Island (NT). 

00:27:48 MY speaks about a lay missionary Lorian (approximate spelling) who was on Croker 
Island between the wars and instructed Aboriginal people in building and carpentry. 

00:28:41 MY discusses the missionary teachers on Croker Island. Mention of Miss Tinnie 
(approximate spelling), Miss Armcaufield (approximate spelling) and Miss Burroughs 
(approximate spelling).  

00:30:11 End of 036143, FT 39 side a.  
 
 

RETURN TO ITEM LIST 
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036144; FT40 side a 
Performer/speaker(s): Mick Yarmirr 

Personal subject(s): Len Kentish; Lazarus Lamilami, Michael Bulimbulimba; Phil Adams 

Subject keywords: Religions - Christianity – Missionaries; Race relations; Defence - World War II 

Language/people: English, Marrgu (N45) 

Places: Minjilang (Croker Island West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13); Goulburn Islands 
(West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13); Milingimbi (Central Arnhem Land NT 
SD53-02) 

Recording quality: Fair 
 

Timing 
point 

Oral history interview with Mick Yarmirr (MY) about the history of Croker Island 
(NT), recorded on 9th  and 10th of November 1987. 

00:00:00 Archive announcement.  
00:00:24 MY discusses the presence of missionaries in Goulbourn [Island] (NT), Millingimbi 

and throughout the region. He states that Aboriginal people now build their own 
houses. He mentions Reverend Jamieson (approximate spelling), who was a Minister 
at Goulbourn (NT), and Reverend James Thorton (approximate spelling), who 
oversaw missionaries at various stations. MY recalls Sister May and Miss Kogel.    

00:03:38 MY recalls that Sister May was replaced by Miss Matthew, who came over from New 
Guinea. Reverend Lamilami was a student of hers. MY mentions Mr Wood, a 
Methodist policeman. MY tells stories about his time at his school in Goulbourn 
(NT).  

00:05:50 MY recalls staying with his mother on the mainland and notes his father was from 
Croker Island. MY's father passed away at Smith Point, and his uncle married his 
mother. His brother, Timothy, went to school with him in Goulbourn (NT). MY 
mentions Alf Brown, a station owner.  

00:08:15 MY recalls he and Lazarus (Lamilami?) being taught by Mrs Kaiput (approximate 
spelling?), while living at Mission House in Goulbourn. MY recalls travelling on a 
boat called Chinchilla (approximate spelling) with Mrs and Mr Kaiput, and tells a story 
about Mr Robinson, who was killed with a shovel spear. MY mentions Reverend T.T. 
Webb (approximate spelling), who was the superintendent in Millingimbi, Mr Kentish 
and Mr Reid of Goulbourn (NT). He also remembers Reverend Goldsmith and the 
patrol boat, the Larakia. 

00:13:13 MY discusses the Second World War. He mentions Captain Holden, who was part of 
the sea police. MY talks about the war between the Japanese and the Australians.  

00:17:01 MY speaks of a missionary (Kentish?) who was captured and killed by the Japanese. 
00:17:50 JM reintroduces MY. MY tells the story of when Reverend Kentish was captured by 

the Japanese, and his activities during the war.  
00:20:12 MY recalls the bombing and sinking of the Larakia in Darwin. He mentions Minister 

Len Kentish from Goulbourn (NT) and Minister Sheparton (approximate spelling), 
who jointly founded the Mission on Croker Island before the war. Mention of 
carpenters Phil Adam and Bobby Ingram. MY recalls Minister Kentish’s violent 
death. 

00:26:37 MY recalls the bombing of a church in Milingimbi, and also when the Legislative 
Council won back Aboriginal control over the region. He speaks of Goulbourn 
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Island people working at the mission on Croker Island, including Lazarus Lamilami, 
Michael Bulimbulimba and Phil Adams (approximate spellings).  

00:29:51 MY discusses buildings visible to him and JM. 
00:31:13 MY speaks of Indigenous children being taken from their families and kept on 

Croker Island. He mentions Miss Somerville, who was a superintendent, Eric Moore 
and a minister called Jack Goodluck. Discussion of a house for children of mixed 
descent in Darwin after the war. 

00:35:24 MY recalls that his family was one of the first to move back to the Island. MY 
remembers working with Tom Hanna and Mr and Mrs Jongkol (approximate 
spellings). MY and Lazarus would take a boat from their island to Goulbourn (NT) 
and Millingimbi. MY remembers Mr Sheparton giving them a lift in his plane on an 
occasion when the boat broke down. Mention of Minister Armstrong.  

00:39:25 MY speaks of his wife, and of the other women who were promised to him but who 
he did not marry. 

00:42:31 JM asks about the time after the children of mixed descent left the island, and the 
return of Aboriginal people. MY mentions Adam, and another Minister whose name 
he cannot remember. He mentions Dick Jambo’s (approximate spelling) brother.  

00:45:41 End of 036143, FT40, side a.  
 
 

RETURN TO ITEM LIST 
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036145; FT41 side a 
Performer/speaker(s): Mick Yarmirr, Jumbo Gunggibara 

Personal subject(s): Lazarus Lamilami 

Subject keywords: Settlement and contacts - Macassans and Indonesians; Hunting – Buffalo; 
Race relations; Religions - Christianity – Missionaries; Land rights - Claims, 
disputes, hearings 

Language/people: English, Marrgu (N45) 

Places: Minjilang (Croker Island West Arnhem Land NT SC53-13)  

Recording quality: Fair 
 

Timing 
point 

Oral history interview with Mick Yarmirr (MY)about the history of Croker Island 
(NT), recorded on 10th November 1987. 

00:00:00 Archive announcement. 
00:00:47 MY talks of when he was born, and about his work on the mission. He discusses the 

timber industry on the mainland and clubs that sold beer and apple cider in the area.  
00:04:39 The recording cuts out and then back in. MY discusses people from Croker Island 

who would sail to Macassar and back. He speaks of the death of his father in Kuala 
Lumpur and refers to his daughter, Jessie. 

00:07:58 Pause. 
  
 Oral history interview with Jumbo Gunggibara (JG) about the history of Croker 

Island (NT), recorded on the 10th December 1987. 
00:08:00 JM introduces JG. JG speaks about the Aboriginal people who inhabited the island. 

He refers to people from Macassar who worked with the Indigenous inhabitants. He 
moves on to discuss the non-Indigenous people who came to the island. 

00:10:30 JG recalls the Indigenous people being forced to work by the non-Indigenous people, 
undertaking tasks such as shooting buffalo and carrying hides.  JM mentions Joe 
Cooper, Bob Brown and Ruff Brown (approximate spellings).  

00:12:30 JG recalls the inhumane treatment of Indigenous people. JG speaks of the 
missionaries and welfare officers, who arrived after the buffalo shooters.  

00:14:45 JG speaks of Indigenous children being taken away from their parents, to schools and 
missions. He mentions Millingimbi. JG further discusses the treatment of Indigenous 
children in the area.  

00:18:05 JG recalls staying in the bush when the welfare officers took children. Discussion of 
the Labor Party’s recognition of Aboriginal rights to land about twenty years before 
this was officially recorded. JG talks about the government’s actions upon realisation 
of its errors. JG mentions a village council. 

00:20:35 JG speaks further of the village council and the missionary activities in the region. He 
recalls the actions of the Methodist church before it left the area. 

00:24:00 JG compares different places and land claims in the region, and speaks specifically of 
the land claim over Croker Island. JG discusses different fishing boats. 

00:28:27 JG discusses his family background. He notes that his grandfather was a chief on 
Croker Island. JG recalls when the mission was built on the island, and when his 
father was tricked into letting people build a children’s home on the island and then 
removed. 
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00:32:05 JG speaks of working as a stockman and discusses his relatives on his mother’s side 
who came from the Bathurst/Melbourne (Vic) area. He speaks of the burial places of 
some of his relatives. His notes that his mother was from Snake Bay (NT).  

00:34:50 JG discusses who is married to whom in the area and how little non-Indigenous 
people seem to know about their family history and culture. JG lists the different 
languages that he speaks. 

00:38:19 The recording cuts out. When it resumes, JM asks questions about Reverend 
Lamilami and other Aboriginal people who attended school in the area. JG discusses 
Fijian people and language schools.  

00:42:26 End of 036145, FT 41 side a. 
 
 

RETURN TO ITEM LIST 
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