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is uot a Paniciim at all, hu.t Audropoc/oii Ilalepcnsis (Sibthorp), oi*

Sorr/Jtum Salepense (Pers.). The grass was figured and described

as P. spectahile some time back in the " Sydney Illustrated JSTews."

But its long roots, a yard in length, and as thick as a little finger,

together with the white midrib mark it as Andropogon Halepensis.

Mr. Bentham seems to doubt Avhether it is really indigenous. I

have found it in an orchard at Parramatta, but believe it to have

been introduced from the north. Baron Mueller speaks highly

of it as a forage plant, but recommends that it should be kept

out of arable land. It is quoted as indigenous in the catalogue

of Queensland grasses compiled for the International Exhibition

of 1879, but the appropriation is doubtful.

^-A>-

WEDNESDAY, 27Tn SEPTEMBEE, 1882.

The President J. C. Cox, M.D., F.L.S., &c., in the Chair.

DOIS'ATIONS.

It was announced that the List of Donations received during

the month, as well as the Donations themselves, had been lost in

the fire at the Grarden Palace.

PAPERS EEAD.

On Myoporum platycarpum, a resix PRonrciNG teee of the

Intekioe of j^ew South Wales.

By K. H. Bennett, Esqr.

This tree known to Bushmen by the name of Sandalwood is

widely distributed over the Western portions of i^ew South

Wales, being found more or less throughout the Country from

the Murray below Moama to Wilcannia on the Darling. It is

also found in considerable quantities in some parts of South

Australia. It is very plentiful in a strip of arid country situated
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about mid way between tbe Laclilan and Darling E-ivers, and it

was from this locality that I obtained the gum or resin exhibited.

Small patches of this tree are to be met with about the " Pine

IRidge " on the " Old Man Plain " and also in the vicinity of

Hay on the Murrumbidgee Eiver. It nowhere attains a large

size, the largest that I have seen were between 30 and 40 feet

hiirh, with a diameter of trunk of about a foot or 15 inches, but

these dimensions are rare, the average height being about 20 feet.

"When young it is a handsome tree, the foliage being very dense,

and dark glossy green ; as the tree becomes old the foliage gets

spare, and it loses its handsome appearance. It flowers in

September and October, the blossoms are small, white and star-

shaped, growing in bunches of six or eight flowers along the thin

branchlets, which as a rule are pendulous. These blossoms,

evidently contain a large quantity of nectar, as during the flower-

ing period the trees are crowded by several species of honey-

eating birds, amongst which may be seen the—at other times

rare

—

JSLyzomela nicfva. The timber when dry is hard and some-

what brittle ; it has a fine grain, and when worked emits a

pleasant perfume ; it is also highly inflammable, a splinter of dry

wood burning with a clear steady light like a candle, emitting at

at the same time a strong but pleasant perfume. This inflam-

mability is caused no doubt from the large quantities of resinous

substance contained in the wood ; this resin or gum exudes from

the trunk and branches in a soft state, and in appearance exactly

resembling pitch, and in the form of nodules varying in size

from that of a filbert to that of a grain of large shot, which

harden by exposure to the air and drop off, the greater quantity

of these nodules being found on the ground beneath the trees.

This substance was in former times much used by the natives for

the same purposes as we use wax ; by melting it with fat they

produced an excellent wax-like substance, which they used on

the thread with which they bound their stone tomahawks to

the handles. It was used also in fastening on the heads of their
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spears, &c., S:c. During tlie liot summer moiitlis auotlier and

totally different looking substance exudes from tbe trunks and

branches of some of these trees in large quantities. This substance

when freshly exuding from the tree resembles a thick froth, either

pure white and resembling sno\\% or of a pink or rose colour.

These exudations assume various forms and become solidified by

exposure to a certain extent to the air. Sometimes they are in

lumps as large as a man's hand, and sometimes in the form of

stalactites over a foot long, as large as an ordinary candle, and

gradually taj)ering to a point. This substance is of a highly

saccharine nature, with a peculiar sickly sweetness ; it melts in

the mouth like ordinar}^ sugar ; the natives arc very fond of it,

and either eat it, or by dissolving it in water make a kind of drink.

COXTRIBUTIOX TO A KXOWLEDaE OY THE ElSHES OF ISEW

GrUIXEA.—XO. II.

Er A7illia:m Macleat, F.L.S., etc.

Family BERYCID.E.

121. IIOLOCEXTEUM TIOLACETJir, Blcck.

Ounth., Cat. 1, p. 43.—Bleek, Atl. Ichth. Trachicht. pi. 1, fig. 2,

*'Tara'' of the natives.

122. HoLOCEXTRu:\i spixiferu:m, Forsk.

G-unth., Cat. 1, p. 39.—Bleek., Atl. Ichth., Trachicht. pi. 3, fig. 3.

—Holoceiitnim leo, Cuv. & Yal.—Less. Yoy. Coq.—Yoy. Astrol.

pi. 14, f. 3.

"Tara " of the natives.

123. ITOLOCEXTRUM CArDIMACULATUil, Eilpp.

Gunth., Cat. 1, p. 41.—Bleek., Atl. Ichth. Trachicht., pi. 2, fig. 3,

—Holocentnim spiniferum, Cuv. & Yal.—Rilpp., Atlas, taf. 23, f. 1.
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