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ADVERTISEMENT.

A Committee of the House of Commons
was appointed in the session of 1833, and
renewed in that of 1835, * to consider what
measures ought to be adopted with regard
to the native inhabitants of countries where
British Settlements are made, and to the
neighbouring Tribes, in order to secure to
them the due observance of justice, and
the protection of their rights ; to promote
the spread of civilization among them, and
to lead them to the peaceful and voluntary
reception of the Christian Religion.' Before this Committee the Secretaries of the
several Missionary Societies were officially
summoned by the Chairman, T. F. Buxton,
Esq., to give evidence on certain topics
comprised within the inquiries referred to
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the Committee* Circumstances prevented
some of the parties summoned from attending. The evidence of those who did attend refers chiefly to the following points :
I. Acts of cruelty and oppression committed by Europeans on the natives, and
encroachment on their territories, or diminution of their population.
II. Measures recommended for the protection of the natives, and their moral and
social improvement.
III. Whether the experience of the
several Societies led to the belief that it
would be advisable to begin with civilization in order to introduce Christianity, or
with Christianity in order to lead to civilization.
THE

FOLLOWING MEMBERS CONSTITUTED
THE COMMITTEE.

THOMAS F. BUXTON, Esq.
JOHN HARDY, Esq.
BENJ. HAWES, Esq. Jan.
JOHN BAGSHAWE, Esq.
SIR RUFANE DONKIN,
EDWARD HOLLAND, Esq.
C. LUSHINGTON, Esq.

JOSEPH PEASE, Esq. Jun.
EDWARD BAINES, Esq.
ANDREW JOHNSTONE, Esq.
CHARLES HINDLEY, Esq.
JOHN P. PLUMPTRE, Esq.
HENRY WILSON, Esq.
COLONEL THOMPSON.

SIR GEO. GREY, Bart.
On the 12th of Feb. 1836, MR. HARDY was discharged
from his attendance, and WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE,

Esq. appointed in his place.
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The evidence laid before the Committee
having now been printed by order of the
House of Commons, it has appeared to
many friends of Missions, that it would be
advantageous that that part of it should be
published separately for general circulation, which was giyen by the Secretaries
of the Missionary Societies who were examined,—hence the appearance of the present volume. It is conceived that this
evidence embodies a series of facts derived
from the proceedings of modern Protestant
Missions, calculated to evince their benificent influence in promoting the temporal
well-being of man, as well as in imparting
to him the inestimably greater blessing of
eternal life through faith in the merits of a
crucified Redeemer. In deference to. the
judgment of friends thus expressed, the
Secretaries of the three Missionary Societies who were examined have been induced to lay the present volume before the
public. To their own evidence, they
have added extracts from the evidence of
other witnesses, illustrating the influence of
Christianity in promoting civilization.
It will be seen that there was a very
general concurrence in the views of the

IV

Secretaries examined, as to the tendency
and efficacy of Christianity to civilize mankind, and to promote their social .wellbeing. This is the more worthy of notice,
as there was no sort of concert between
them antecedently to the delivery of their
evidence. This co-incidence in their evidence, tends therefore to substantiate the
important fact—that there is no means so
effectual, under the Divine blessing, to
benefit man for the life that now is, as well
as for that which is to come> as " THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL OF THE BLESSED GOD."

D. C.
J. B.
W. E.
March 2, 1837.
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REPORT.

appointed to consider what measures ought to be adopted
with respect to the Native Inhabitants
of Countries where British Settlements
are made, and to the neighbouring tribes,
in order to secure to them the due observance of justice and the protection of their rights; to promote the spread of
Civilization among them, and to lead
them to the peaceful and voluntary reception of the Christian Religion ; and to
whom the Minutes of Evidence of the
Committee of last Session were referred;
and who were empowered to report the
Minutes of the Evidence taken before
them, together with their Observations

THE SELECT COMMITTEE

B
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thereupon, from time to time, to the
House :—have, pursuant to the Order of
the House, examined the matters to them
referred, and have agreed to the following REPORT.

Your Committee have proceeded to take
Evidence, and their Inquiries have extended to Southern Africa, the Canadas,
Newfoundland, New South Wales and
Van Diemen's Land. They have also received some information relative to New
Zealand and the South Sea Islands, which
countries, though not British possessions,
are continually visited by subjects of Great
Britain, and on which many of them reside.
As a portion of the Evidence is not yet
printed, your Committee find it impossible
to prepare a well-digested Report.
Your Committee, therefore, suggest the
propriety of directing the Evidence to be
printed for the information of the House,
and of re-appointing the Committee early
in the next Session, in order that they may
then consider and report upon the very
important subject committed to their investigation. An opportunity will then be
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afforded of receiving evidence, if tendered,
with the view of meeting, any allegations
already made, which may appear inculpatory; the discretion being reserved of
admitting or rejecting such evidence, according as the Committee shall or shall not •
deem it to bear advantageously upon the
purposes of their inquiry.
Your Committee are prepared at present
to say no more than that the question is
one which merits the most careful attention,
and that they believe it will not be difficult
to devise a system of intercourse with uncivilized nations more consonant to justice
and humanity, more inN unison with the
high character which Great Britain ought
to maintain, and more conducive to her
real interests, than that which has been
hitherto adopted.
August, 1836.
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THE ABORIGINES.

MONDAY, JUNE 6, 1836.

Jttcmfccrft present.
MR. T. FOWELL BUXTON
MR. CHARLES LUSHINGTON.
SIR RUFANK DON KIN.
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MR. WILSON.
MR. ANDREW JOHNSTON.
MR. HOLLAND. .

MR. T. FOWELL BUXTON, IN THE CHAIR.

Dandeson Coates, Esq., Secretary of the Church
Missionary Society; The Rev. John Beecham,
Secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary Society ; The Rev. William Ellis, Secretary of
the London Missionary Society; called in,
and examined.
To M R , COATES.—Have any acts of cruelty
and oppression committed by Europeans on the
natives been reported to you by persons upon
whom you can place reliance ?
There have. There are two facts more particularly which I would submit to the Committee.
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One of them is a transaction which took place in
Cook's Straits, in 1830. The transaction itself
is detailed in a letter, a copy of which I hold in
my hand, from the Rev. Samuel Marsden, senior
chaplain in New South Wales, to General Darling, then the governor of the colony. It relates
the circumstances at considerable length, as they
were collected by Mr. Marsden, at Sydney, from
two New Zealand chiefs,—one of them Ahu,
brother of the chief whose murder is related in
the letter. The Committee, probably, will think
it undesirable for me to read the document at
length. I may observe, briefly, that it was the
conduct on the part of the master of a British
vessel, the Elizabeth, which was a flax trader in
that part of New Zealand. This person, with a
view to further his procuring a cargo, invited a
chief, his family, and many of his people, on
board his ship, from a tribe hostile to that with
which he was carrying on his commercial transactions, and under an engagement to massacre
those individuals if the tribe with whom he was
trading would supply them with a certain quantity of flax. In the event, he did induce many
of that tribe, and some of their chiefs, to go on
board, and many of them were massacred.
4270. MR. LUSHINGTON.—Do you know the
name of the master ?
The name of the individual was
.
If I may be permitted, I would read an extract
from the letter, commencing at the period when
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the New Zealanders were induced to go on board
the ship.

*

At length the captain, by his attention and promises, prevailed with him to go into the boat. He took with him his
youngest brother, Ahu, (who is now with me, and whom
your Excellency saw at Sydney,) and two of his daughters,
young girls: two canoes attended him on board, laden with
flax. When the boat came alongside, the chief had two
marees, (which are hand-weapons of war, always used by
the New Zealanders: they are generally made of stone
sometimes of hard wood;) the captain took one of the
marees from him, and Mr.
the other. When they
came upon deck, the captain desired Ahu to go forward
to the forecastle. The captain then took hold of the chief's
hand in a friendly manner, and conducted him and his two
daughters into the cabin: shewed him the muskets, how
they were arranged round the sides of the cabin. When all
was prepared for securing the chief, the cabin door was
locked, and the chief was laid hold on, and his hands were
tied fast; at the same time a hook, with a cord to it, was
struck through the skin of his throat, under the side of his
jaw, and the line fastened to some part of the cabin ; in this
state of torture he was kept for some days, until the vessel
arrived at Kappetee. One of his children clung fast to her
father and cried aloud. The sailors dragged her from her
father, and threw her from him; her head struck against
some hard substance, which killed her on the spot. Ahu,
who had been ordered to the forecastle, came as far as the
capstan, and peeped through into the cabin, and saw his
brother in the state above-mentioned. The captain told
him he would not kill him, but he should be his slave, and
he would take him to England with him. After the chief
was secured, the boat was sent on shore, and brought off
the ten muskets and the two casks of powder. The chief's
wife and two of the chiefs sisters came with her in the boat,
not knowing what had happened to Moweeterrane. The
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men that came off in the two canoes when the chief came
were all killed, and the women who were with them. They
had 100 baskets of flax with them, which were received on
board the vessel. Several more canoes came off also with
flax, and the people were all killed by the natives of Kappetee, who had been concealed on board for the purpose,
and the sailors who were on deck, who fired upon them
with their muskets.'

This case was investigated by Governor Darling, in consequence of Mr. Marsden's communication to him, and means employed to bring the
captain to punishment; but I understand the
prosecution failed for want of evidence. The
result was, that notwithstanding the atrocity and
notoriety of the transaction, the guilty party
escaped punishment.
4271. Do you conceive that the want of evidence arose from the circumstance that persons
were unwilling to give information upon the subject, or that it arose from this, that there was no
person upon the spot in the neighbourhood representing the British Government, who could immediately have entered into an investigation of
the circumstances of the case 1
There was, probably, no European in that part
of New Zealand, except those actually engaged
in the transaction. The part where it occurred is
remote from the spot where the resident, Mr.
Busby, is situated.
4272. Was Mr. Busby there at the time ?
I think not; I think it was prior to his appointment.

I
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4273. Have you the date of this transaction ?
Every date is stated in the paper relative to
the transaction, which I will deliver in to the
Committee.
(No. 1.)
Extract of a Letterfromthe Rev. S. Marsden to D. Coates,
Esq., dated Parramatta, September 10, 1832.
I forward to you the letter, or rather copies, which I
wrote to General Darling relative to New Zealand. Ahu,
the young chief mentioned in this letter, lived with me from
his arrival in New South Wales. He was an exceedingly
fine youth, about 16 years old, and was eye-witness to the
horrid murders which were committed by the united force
of the Europeans and the natives upon his family and tribe.
The young man grieved much for the loss of his friends, and
gradually pined away, till death removed him. He died in
my house, in October, 1831, much lamented by us all.
COOK'S STBAITS MASSACAE.

Rev. S. Manden to Governor Darling.
Parramata, April 18, 1831.
May it please your Excellency,
THE following is a statement given by Ahu, the youngest
brother of the chief Moweeterrane, of the murders committed at Takou, by the natives of Kappetee and the Europeans belonging to the brig
, and Ware, the chief of.
the Bay of Islands.
Kappetee is a native settlement, situated on the west side
of New Zealand, not far from Mount Egmont, at or near
Cook's Straits. The name of the chief is Koropora ; at this
settlement there is a good harbour for ships. Takou is
another native settlement, situated on the middle island,
B 5
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and the south side of the Straits; the name of the chief of
Takou was Moweeterrane.
Some few years ago, a chief belonging to Kappetee, named
Tippahee, or Tupai Lupa, as he is sometimes called, went
on board a ship (' Urania') that was on the coast, and would
not leave her; he was so anxious to see England. On his
way to Europe, he visited South America, and was both at
Lima and Rio de Janeiro, in a Liverpool vessel, which
landed him in Liverpool, where he met with very many
friends. He visited all the principal towns in England, and
also the city of London. He returned to New South Wales
in the same ship that our present postmaster (Mr. Raymond) came out in. On his arrival, he came to Parramata,
and gave me an account of his travels. He brought with
him considerable property. After some time he returned
to Kappetee to his friendB; he was not long at Kappetee
before he crossed the Straits, and landed on the middle
island, and visited Takou ; and on. his third visit to Takou
he was killed by the natives there, in consequence of some
difference between the chiefs of Kappetee and the people of
Takou. After his death his brother came to Parramatta, and
informed me that Tippahee had been killed at Takou. Not
long after, four chiefs came to Parramatta from Kappetee :
I introduced them to your Excellency at Parramatta. They
were invited into the drawing-room: Mrs. Darling and the
children came in to see them. They sat down on the carpet,
and Mrs. Darling directed the servant to bring in a sweet
cake, which was given to them. The head chief, Koropora,
was one of them. Since Tippahee, their friend and relation, was killed, the natives of Kappetee have been anxious
to obtain satisfaction for his death, according to the custom
of their country.
When the
arrived at Kappetee, the chief, Koropora,
had got a quantity of flax for sale; he offered it to Captain
, if he would go to Takou and apprehend Moweeterrane,
and deliver him up at Kappetee. To this Capt.
agreed,
or Mr.
, who appeared to have been an active agent in
these horrid transactions. When the above arrangement
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was settled, die captain of the
sailed from Kappetee,
taking with him two chiefs and about fifty men as a protection. On their arrival at the harbour of Takou, the vessel
was anchored, and the captain went on shore in his boat
The first person he met with was a very old man, sitting
on the ground, smoking his pipe. This old man was the
father of Moweeterranne. The captain went up to him and
spoke to him in a kind manner, and stroked his head, saying
at the same time ' Poor old man, poor old man.' He then
inquired of the old man where the head chief was : he replied that he was in theflax-groundwith the women, who
were dressing flax. The captain desired him to send a boy
to call him, which he did. The captain had brought ten
muskets and two casks of powder with him, which were car*
ried up to the chief's house, to put him off his guard, as the
natives state. When the chief arrived, the captain received
him in a most friendly manner, and invited him to go on
board, and promised him some muskets and powder. When
the chief learned that the vessel had come from Kappetee, he
hesitated much, and wished to know what the captain
wanted with him on board; he told him he had plenty
of muskets and powder, and he wanted to give him some ;
and he had already sent ten to his house.

[Here follows the passage quoted in reply to
Question 4270, The letter then proceeds
thus:—]
After these natives had been cut off, two white men
were observed to leave the shore in a canoe with two natives. The boat with sailors, and the canoe belonging to
the natives who had been murdered, were manned with the
people of Kappetee, who were ordered on shore to kill all
the inhabitants they could find. They were directed to
keep out of the way of the two white men who were coming
to the vessel. When they arrived they went on deck, as
they had brought some hogs to exchange for tea, sugar, &c.
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When they saw the situation of the chief, they cried much.
The captain wanted the natives who were on board to kill
them, and told them if they did not they would go to Port
Jackson, and tell the Governor, and he would send and kill
them. But the natives said they would not kill the white
men : they did not like to kill them. These men had been
with the chief of Takou some time ; they had each of them
a wife, and one had two children. The name of one of
them is ' Jem,' and the other ' Charley/ They were both
brought to Sydney in the
, but returned to Takou the
first opportunity. The evidence of these Europeans, if it
could be got, would be very material. Ahu reports that
the parties who went on shore murdered many of the natives ; the poor old man was also killed ; none escaped but
those who fled into the wood. Mr.
told Ware that
he had shot five persons. The bodies of those who were
killed on shore were dressed, and taken on board to eat.
When they had got all the flax on board, the vessel sailed
for Kappetee, with the chief, his wife and two sisters.
When they arrived, they were killed, and their bodies
dressed on shore, and sent on board in baskets.
I have no doubt but the truth or falsehood of these statements may be fully established, for they were not done in
private, and there are many Europeans both at Takou
and Kappetee. At Takou, Mr.
has long had an establishment. The above account is correct, as far as I can
obtain it from the two chiefs Ware and Ahu, as for as I
can understand them. If necessary, they may be examined
by any person who understands the language better than I
do. I believe this statement will be found in point of fact
correct. Mr. Shepherd has been confined to his room, from
having an operation performed in one of his eyes. With all
due respect I submit the whole to your Excellency's consideration, not doubting but your Excellency will afford every
protection you can do to the natives against the acts of violence committed by the Europeans upon them.
(Signed)

SAMUEL MARSDEN.
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Additional Observations on the Destruction of the Na\
of Takou, by the Rev. S. Marsden, dated Parramatta
18M April, 1831.
On the
's return from the southern, the captain put
into the Bay of Islands. Young Mr.
was on board,
and Ahu, the youngest brother of Moweeterrane. Ware,
one of the principal chiefs of the Bay of Islands, was well
acquainted with Mr.
, as Mr.
had lived in his village several years when a boy. Ware had an interview with
Mr.
and Ahu. Mr.
stated to Ware all the circumstances that had occurred at Takou and Kappetee, and
how the natives of Takou were murdered alongside the
—— and on shore, by the natives of Kappetee and the
Europeans, and that he had shot five natives himself. This
account was confirmed by Ahu, and fully believed by the
natives of the Bay of Islands. The chiefs there were
greatly incensed against the master of the
, and it was
determined by them to send Ware to Port Jackson, to acquaint your Excellency. When he had informed me for
what purpose he had come, I introduced him and Ahu to
your Excellency, on Thursday last. A chief named Waikatto, who married the sister of Ware, accompanied the
late chief Shungee to England, in the year 1821. They
were both introduced to his late Majesty George the
Fourth, and to his late Royal Highness the Duke of York.
Both made them valuable presents. His Majesty told
them they must not kill any of his subjects when they
visited New Zealand, and they promised to obey the King's
commands; at the same time the Europeans were not to
kill the New Zealanders. The complaint which the chiefs
wish to prefer to your Excellency is grounded upon the
violation of the above agreement with his late Majesty.
Ware comes as their representative. He wishes to know
what right the Europeans have to interfere with the native
tribes ; he contends that it is unjust in the Europeans to
join any party at war ; that the Europeans have plenty of
arms and ammunition which the New Zealanders have not;
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these arms and ammunition will always give the parties
they join a superior advantage over their enemies in a time
of war. The late horrid transactions at Takou have created
great anxiety in the minds of the natives in general, and
they look for redress and protection to the British Government, according to the promise made by his late Majesty
to Wiakatto and Shungee.
I have no doubt but your Excellency will see the absolute necessity of taking some measures for bringing the
authors of the late murders to punishment. The act of
the Europeans in killing the natives at Takou can be considered in no other light than an act of wilful murder, and
in this light the natives consider i t ; and their law is life
for life. Until the natives are satisfied that protection will
be afforded them, the Europeans who are there, or may
hereafter visit those islands, will not be safe. In order to
prevent future evils, I am most decidedly of opinion that
some person should be resident in the island, to whom the
natives can appeal for redress.

4274. MR. LUSHINGTON. Are you aware
that evidence might have been forthcoming at
Sydney, but that means were taken to suppress
that testimony ?
Evidence unquestionably might have been
forthcoming from the parties engaged in the
transaction; and I understand that every effort
was made to obtain that evidence, but that
through some means, of which I, of course, am
not cognizant, that evidence was not forthcoming
at the period appointed for the trial.
4275. You are not aware that any undue
means were used for the purpose of preventing
that evidence from being brought forward?

7".
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I have that impression, certainly; in fact, that
was assigned as the only reason why the conviction did not take place.
4276. CHAIRMAN. YOU have this statement
upon the high authority of Mr. Marsden ?
Yes, in an official letter to Governor Darling.
4277. Have you any other cases to state ?
One other, in New Zealand, which relates
to a transaction that took place in the Bay of
Islands, in the month of March, 1890, was
a war between two native tribes, incited by
the master of an English vessel then in the Bay,
the
, Captain
. It is related in a
letter from Mr. Richard Davis, a missionary
catechist of the Church Missionary Society in
New Zealand.
[The Witness read the Letter, as follows.']
March 6th.—Alas! what a day of horror and distress this
has been! Last night we left the contending parties apparently desirous of making peace ; they were sitting about
a mile distant from each other. The defensive party,
which was composed of the natives of the bay, and of a
few people irom Taiamia, was sitting at their own place, at
Kororarika, which is the harbour for shipping. The other
party, who were the assailants, was sitting in Poroa Bay,
and consisted of the late Shunghee's party, the natives from
Waimate, Hangihoua, and other tribes. As there are not
more than two miles of water between us and Kororarika,
by the help of our glasses we saw the assailants come over
to the village this morning early ; but from the conversation
we had with both parties yesterday we hoped they were

fi-
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come over only to make peace; consequently we did not
go to Kororarika. About an hour after we saw them come
to the village we heard them firing, and distinctly saw they
were firing in a horizontal direction; and, concluding they
were fighting, we launched our boat, and went over to the
shipping. As the Royal Sovereign, Captain King, was
lying not more than 200 or 800 yards from the scene of
action, we went to his ship. I went on board, but Mr.
Williams went on shore and landed, and endeavoured to
stop the fighting, but was obliged to retreat to his boat, as
a very brisk fire was kept up by both parties. This was a
hazardous attempt on the part of Mr. Williams, as he was
in much danger of being shot. The deck of the Royal
Sovereign presented a woful spectacle of horror and despair.
Many of the wounded men had been brought on board,
and were lying on the deck in a mangled state. The surgeon was employed dressing their wounds, assisted by as
many of the people as could be spared. Over and above
the wounded, there were a great number of women and
children, who had fled on board, from the village, for protection. I stayed on board, at the urgent request of the
captain, to assist him in the management of the natives,
&c. As the native village was expected to give way, and
the natives to fly to the shipping for protection, and as they
were likely to be followed there by the victors, the ships
were put in a posture of defence, and the worst prepared
for. But I had not been long on board before the assailants gave way, and fled in all directions. On seeing this I
went on shore, accompanied by Captains King and Dean.
The sight was dreadful; as nearly one hundred people were
killed and wounded. Soon after we went on shore the
assailants were permitted to come and carry away their
dead and wounded chiefs, but the bodies of their dead slaves
they left behind. As one of the bodies left behind was the
body of a chief, but one of little note, one of the chiefs of
the village ran out and with a hatchet cut the body open,
and took out a small piece of the liver. This, they told me,
was for the New Zealand god. After having visited both
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parties, and remained with them till near midnight, we returned home, much fatigued.
March 7th, Sunday. A great part of the morning was
spent in dressing the wounded which had been brought to
the settlement. In the afternoon the natives of Kororarika
set their village on fire, and came to our settlement. The
poor creatures were full of terror and dismay; they were
indeed as sheep without a shepherd; they did not know
where to go or what to do. The assailants, although they
had removed from Paroa in the morning, were still in sight,
encamped at Matorua. We told them we could not let
them stay at our place, because, by so doing, we should
draw the whole army upon us. This, they said, they were
well aware of, and accordingly left us in the evening and
went up the river. This was indeed a distressing day;
nothing but the immediate presence of God will satisfy the
soul in trials like these.
March 8. This morning the natives came from down the
river again to our settlement. Not having settled what to
do, or where to go, one said one thing, and another, another,
One said, * Let us go there,' and another said, ' That place
won't do, let us go to another/ But after they had stayed
with us nearly the whole of the day, and had heard from us
that we intended to use every effort in order to make peace
as speedily as possible, they seemed a little cheerful. In
my conversation with them, I told them that I expected
Mr. Marsden in the bay every hour; and that if he came
he would also use every effort in order to restore peace
among them. Just as I had finished speaking to them
about* Mr. Marsden, a vessel was reported, and the poor
creatures eagerly asked if it were Mr. Marsden. I told
them I thought it was ; and having stayed till one of our
boats had boarded the vessel, and given the signal that Mr.
Marsden was on board, they all got into our canoes, and
went cheerfully away to look out for a suitable place in
which to fortify themselves. About three o'clock Mr. Marsden and Miss Mary Marsden safely landed at our settlement, to the great joy of us all 0 that the Lord may bless
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his aged servant while he remains with us, and make him a
blessing to us and to our poor natives!—This day, the 18th.—
A great part of our time since my last date has been taken
up in visiting the assembled parties, in order to endeavour
to bring about a reconciliation, and conclude peace between
them. This, through mercy has been effected, and peace is
once more so far restored among us. As you will no doubt
hear the particulars of all our movements, and the manner
in which the disastrous affair came to a conclusion, from
Mr. Marsden, I beg leave to refer you to his communications for information. According both to European
and native report, the master of the
has been the
cause of all this mischief. I hope the Lord will so overrule affairs that this enemy to all goodness may never come
to the South Seas again. His proceedings have endangered
our lives, and the lives of many Europeans besides. One of
the captains who was lying in the port during the time of
the engagement, told us that the same person had been
endeavouring to do the same mischief at Tangatapu also.
It appears that a quarrel, of which he w£s said to be the
sole cause, originated between
's girls and some women
belonging to the native village at Kororarika, in which they
swore at each other in a manner which was very insulting
to the native mind.
considered himself insulted by
the insults which had been offered to his girls, (although
his girls had insulted the other party in a similar way) and
endeavoured to stir up the chiefs to seek revenge; but the
chiefs being backward to take a cause of the kind in hand,
in
's way, —— told them they were only slaves, and
he should never think them any otherwise, unless they
espoused his cause. It appears that he wanted them to
go and kill the principal chief in the village at Kororarika,
and because they refused, he threatened to go and do it
himself; but he knew better than to take this step, because
it would, in all probability, have cost him his life On the
28d of last month a party of natives assembled at Kororarika,
in order to revenge, or rather to make up the breach ; but as
those natives were not disposed to act according to —•'«
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direction, he threatened to fire upon them himself, and
wished the other ships in the bay to follow his example;
but the other masters told him they should do no such
thing, and the consequence was, that being angry with them
also, he went on board his own ship, set his sails, and
weighed his anchor. As the late Shunghee's daughter was
one of
's insulted girls, her party did not come to revenge
her cause until the 5th instant, the result of which I have
already made you acquainted with. On the 6th, the day on
which the battle was fought, I said to one of the principal
chiefs of the late Shunghee's party, after the affair was over,
* My heart is very dark on account of the number of people
who are killed and wounded, and I do hope you will speedily
make peace/ He said, * This battle has been fought on
——'s account, and don't you think he will now be satisfied with the satisfaction which has been taken for his
woman, as a great number of our great men are now lying
dead on that account? and do you' not think he will now
give me a great quantity of powder as a payment ?'
MR. COATES. Mr. Marsden, who happened to
be in the island at the time, wrote to the Rev.
E. Bickersteth, then secretary of the Church
Missionary Society, on the same transaction, one
extract of which letter I will read:
* The origin of this present war proceeds from the most
infamous conduct of one of the masters of a whaler. The
chiefs contended that as the war did not originate with them,
but with an European, the Europeans were answerable for
all the* consequences as a nation. They wished to know
what satisfaction we would give them for the loss of their
friends who had been killed ; it was their right to demand
satisfaction, and it was just that the Europeans should give
it; it was not their own quarrel. I replied, all that I
could do was to write to England, to prevent the return of
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the master to New Zealand again. They requested I would
not do this ; they wished to get him into their possession,
which they would do should he return, and then they would
take satisfaction themselves. The immoral conduct of
some of the whalers is dreadful.'

4278. Have you any other facts that would
bear upon that point ?
I do not think we have them in a sufficiently
definite form to lay before the Committee.
4279. Have you any other facts to state with
respect to any other settlement ?
With respect to New Holland. These perhaps do not fall strictly within the terms of the
question, namely, ' acts of cruelty and oppression.' They relate to the pernicious influence of
the immoral conduct of the Europeans upon the
natives.
{The evidence given under this head is of so
very painful a nature as to be inadmissible into
a volume intended for general perusal.
Infanticide and disease, under their most revolting forms,
are among the baneful and destructive consequences to the natives of the conduct toward
them of Europeans, bearing and disgracing the
Christian name.—D. c ]
There is a moral question connected with New
Zealand, which I wish to lay before the Committee, if it be considered to fall within the scope
of the question proposed to me. It relates to the
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introduction, at a comparatively recent period,
of ardent spirits into New Zealand, which appears
to operate most perniciously upon the character
and morals of the New Zealanders. Up to a
recent period there had been an indisposition on
the part of the New Zealanders to use ardent
spirits, and it was only by a most cruel effort on
the part of persons connected with the sale of
ardent spirits that they have been induced to use
them. I received last Saturday a letter from one
of our missionary catechists in New Zealand, containing this statement upon the subject. Extract
of a letter from Mr. Charles Baker, dated Paihia,
the 9th of January in this year:
' We have been much distressed lately at the prevalency
of ardent spirits, which has now found its way amongst the
natives : various measures have been suggested to the persons engaged in this traffic, but there has always been some
difficulty in the way, which has prevented our plans being
carried into effect in the removing of an evil so opposed to
our proceedings in the land. We have, at length, however,
drawn up a petition to the governor of New South Wales,
which is 'signed by a good number of the chiefs, and* supported by most of the Europeans residing in the land, requesting the governor to take measures to relieve us out of
the difficulty, and to put a stop to the traffic of ardent
spirits ; a traffic so opposed to our missionary work, and
which causes so much disorder and confusion around us.'

4289. CHAIRMAN. Do those evils which you
have enumerated in New Holland all arise from
improper intercourse of Europeans with the
natives ?
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I think exclusively.
4290. Are you aware that any encroachments
have been made by Europeans, whether governments or individuals, upon the territories or possessions of the natives?
I should consider the progress of colonization
in New Holland as the ultimate cause of those
evils among the aborigines, which I have attempted very briefly and imperfectly to point
out. They certainly result from the colonization
of New Holland by this country.
4291. Have you any facts to state upon this
subject ?
I have no other facts than those I have already
adduced, proving the pernicious consequences of
the contact of Europeans with the aborigines;
and therefore my evidence on that head would
be only an inference from those facts*
4292. Do you infer from the facts which you
have now stated, and the facts which have come
to your knowledge in your official capacity, that
the Effect of the seizure of the territory belonging
to the natives, by European governments, has a
tendency to produce moral evil, and has a tendency to diminish the population ?
I have a most fixed conviction that such is the
fact.
4293. To MR. BBECHAM. DO you concur in
that opinion ?
I do.
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4294. To MR. ELLIS. DO you concur in that
opinion ?
I should unhesitatingly state that the seizure
of the country by European governments could
not but be resisted by the people, and such resistance could not but be attended with the most
disastrous consequences. I do not conceive that
it is a necessary consequence of the contact between Europeans and aborigines, that any destruction of the latter should follow, though I
consider that it has been frequently the case, but
not necessarily.
4295. Do you consider that the occupation of
the territory of the natives by European governments has a tendency to produce moral evil, and
has a tendency, in the way of taking away their
land and the means of subsistence, to diminish
the population ?
I have not had many opportunities of ascertaining the effects of the occupancy of the aboriginal countries by European governments, and
I am not therefore competent to speak upon that;
but as regards European residents, I can say
most unhesitatingly that the effect has been most
demoralizing and disastrous.
MR. BEECHAM. I beg leave to say, that I in
the first instance understood the question in the
limited sense in which it is now explained.
[The two following questions and answers are
omitted for the same reason as that part of
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the evidence referred to at page 21, to which
subject these questions and answers relate. D. c ]
4298. M R . LUSHINGTON. You are of opinion
that as our territories in New South Wales extended, the natives were disturbed in the possession of their lands ?
The aborigines of New Holland are so thinly
scattered over the country, and so very migratory
in their habits, thaj^perhaps it would be difficult
to answer the question specifically; but that the
extension of colonization has in point of fact dispossessed them of a considerable extent of
those parts of the continent which they were previously in the habit of traversing and partially
occupying, and that it has tended likewise to the
diminution of their numbers, I have not the
slightest doubt.
4299. Can you state whether, upon any occasion, when it was determined to extend the limits
of the colony in any particular direction, the rights
of the natives were a subject of consideration 1
I am not aware that I am competent to give a
distinct answer to the question ; but so far as I
am informed, the question of the territorial rights
of the natives has never been considered at all in
the extension of colonization in New South
Wales.
4300. It has been stated in substance by a ^
former witness to the Committee, that the rights
of the natives on such occasions were grossly and
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shamefully disregarded, so much so, that their
claims were scarcely considered to be of more
value than the claims of the kangaroos or the wild
dogs of the colony :—do you go as far as that in
your opinion upon the subject?
The question, I understand, refers exclusively
to New South Wales, to which my former answers apply. I think I can only in fairness restate what I stated before, that so far as my
information goes, I am not aware that the territorial rights of the natives have ever entered into
the consideration of the government in extending
colonization in that quarter.
4301. Then you do not suppose that the individual settlers deemed it at all incumbent upon
them to consider the rights of the natives among
whom they were intruding ?
I have never seen any reason to suppose that
the settlers regard at all the rights of the aborigines of the country with regard to the territory.
4302. Can you give the Committee any information as to the treatment which the more
remote settlers use towards the aborigines ?
Not beyond facts of the same general description as those to which I have already spoken.
4303. CHAIRMAN. DO you think, when the
British Government is so entirely regardless of
the rights of the natives, that it is probable that
individual settlers, finding it desirable to occupy
a portion of native territory, would think they
c
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were prevented from doing so by any moral considerations?
The only difficulty I feel in answering that
question is from its seeming to call upon me, by
its hypothetical character, to express an opinion
as to the motives of settlers so circumstanced. I
am not aware that I am in possession of any evidence that would enable me to offer an opinion as
to their motives in their proceedings; but that
there has been no regard paid to the territorial
rights of the aborigines, in fact, I have no doubt.
I speak of New South Wales.
4304. SIR RUFANE DONKIN. Are you aware
of the gradual but destructive inroads which the
white population in North America have from
the first been making on the territories and population of the natives ?
I know it only from that acquaintance with
published works which one naturally acquires in
the course of one's reading. That the fact is so,
from that kind of testimony, I cannot entertain
the slightest doubt.
4305. Have you read Mons. Tocqueville's
statement upon that subject ?
I have not.
4306. Do not you think that experience and
history show us that the extension of white colonization tends to the diminution and gradual extinction of the black aborigines ?
Most certainly.
4307. CHAIRMAN to MR. BEBCHAM. Have
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any acts of cruelty and oppression, committed by
Europeans on the natives, been reported to you
by persons on whom you can place reliance; if
so, will you state to the Committee those facts,
and the authority upon which they rest; also
any proofs you may possess of any encroachment
on their territories, or any diminution of their
population ?
We have frequently had communications from
our missionaries in the South Sea Islands, I
mean the Friendly Islands more especially, respecting the ill-conduct of the crews of merchant
vessels visiting those islands, and the painful
consequences resulting from their ill-conduct to
the natives. In order that I may save the time
of the Committee, I will read a letter which
contains a fact or two illustrative of the ill-conduct complained of. It is from the Rev. John
Thomas, our senior missionary in the Friendly
Islands, dated Tongataboo, the 20th of December, 1832 :
* I wish to make a few remarks on a painful subject; viz.
the ill conduct of masters of vessels and their crews, at these
islands. We have long been grieved to hear of the wickedness committed by our own countrymen who visit the
Friendly Islands. It has spread its deadly influence far and
wide, and presents an obstacle of no trifling importance to
the extension of the gospel at many parts of this island,
and is a constant stumbling-block to the infant church of
Christ at this place. From what we have lately witnessed,
we find that the evil complained of is increasing upon us,
apd the consequences have been most afflicting. I do
C2
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not hesitate to say that 18 out of 20 of the accidents which
have happened at these islands have taken place through
the depraved and wicked conduct of the crews, as they
drink to excess, quarrel and fight among themselves, and
insult and ill-treat the natives, especially the females, which
leads to quarrels with the men, and sometimes with the
heads of the people, who are not disposed to put up with
such conduct from persons whom they can easily overcome.
Designs are then formed to revenge the evils that they
suffer; which lead to murder and theft, to the great loss
of property to the owners of vessels, the disgrace of our
common Christianity, and the English as a people, and the
ruin and disgrace of the perpetrators, as well as the injury
of the mission and the natives generally.
Another thing we complain of is, that captains of vessels
leave their wicked and disorderly men at these islands, to
our no small annoyance, and the injury of our people. We
are aware that it is contrary to the British laws for captains
to act so, yet they continue to do it. I here relate a case,
which you can do as you please with: Captain
of the
— , whaler, of Sydney, was in here a few days ago. He
said his steward was a scamping fellow, and that he would
leave him ashore at this place : we told the captain that he
had no right to leave him here; also, that we had too many
such men at this island. We furnished him with a copy of the
British law on this subject; but notwithstanding that, he
has left the man here. His name is H
. Two others
were discharged also, and four ran away from the same
vessel. The captain of the
, from England, has long
been in the habit of frequenting Tonga. He has generally
taken up his abode at what is called the Mua, on the eastern
part of Tonga. The above captain, though an old South
Sea whaler, yet, I am sorry to say, conducts himself very
improperly. He and his officers and crew have made that
part of Tonga a kind of rendezvous, where all kinds of wickedness have been committed, at which even the poor heathen have been ashamed. A boat's crew were on shore
there on Monday last; they continued all night (for what
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purpose I need not mention.) In the course of the night
one of the men went to the young chief's house, as it is
reported, to look for a woman, (it is said the young chiefs
wife,) but the young chief was at home. He rose up and
chased the Englishman and caught him, but the Englishman
being very strong held the chief, and while they were struggling together the Englishman drew out a large knife and
stabbed the other in eight or nine places, about his sides
and back, and left him near death. He escaped to the bush
and hid himself, but he was soon pursued by the people of
the young chief, who killed him without any further to do.
We have been applied to for medicine for the young chief
and haye sent him some, but his recovery is very doubtful.
The remaining part of the boat's crew were sent on board,
for which we feel thankful. It is a great mercy that they
were not all killed, as the young man who is stabbed is the
eldest son of Tatu, and a chief of considerable rank. Should
he die I fear the^ will seek further revenge.'

4308. Have you any farther facts to state ?
I have no more cases to mention relating to
the South Seas. I would only add, in reference
to the facts stated in the letter of Mr. Thomas,
that our other missionaries there make similar
complaints. The misconduct of the crews of merchant vessels has been a matter of frequent
occurrence.
4309. Is Mr. Thomas, and are those gentlemen to whom you have referred, persons of unquestionable authority, and upon whom you and
others, upon such subjects, place implicit reliance ?
They are; we can depend upon their testimony
in such matters.
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4310. Have yon any other facts to mention
relating to any other British settlements?
I have to state a number of cases of oppression at St. Mary's, on the Gambia, Western
Africa. Some eighteen months ago, the Rev.
Mr. Fox, one of our missionaries there, in writing
to the committee, mentioned the case of several
natives who were members of our society, whom
he represented to be in a state of slavery; and
he wished to know what steps he shoald take
respecting them, especially as two of the number,
named William Juff and Amadi Gum, had made
such proficiency in religions knowledge, and were
otherwise so well qualified, that he thought they
might profitably be employed as agents, under
suitable superintendence, in promoting the work
of the mission. On receiving this communication,
we felt it to be our duty to make inquiry as to
what kind of slavery it was which was thus represented as existing in a British colony. We found
that the individuals referred to, and several others
in similar circumstances, at St. Mary's, were the
slaves of merchants at Goree or Senegal, who
were sent by their masters to St. Mary's to work,
and that their masters, some part of whose families
were residing at St. Mary's, received half of their
weekly wages. We further inquired respecting
the treatment which those individuals received
from the persons who called themselves their
proprietors, and it appeared on investigation,
that it was not so good as it was at first under-
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stood to be. Mr. Fox, in one of his letters,
says:
* The owner of Amadi Gum, for instance, had for several
years past been in the habit of sending him for four, five or
six months to the main land, to superintend the cutting
down of mahogany. This is very laborious work, and the
best carpenters will not do it, but Amadi, being a slave,
was compelled to attend to it; and for this he received
only half of his wages.'

In another letter he details at length the treatment which one of these individuals received
from his master. The letter is dated St. Mary's
on the Gambia, 4th of May, 1835:
' I am sorry to inform you that about six weeks since the
wife of John Gum was forced off the island, by the son of
the person who claims him, and was driven into the bush,
with several others, to beat or pound corn. John and his
wife came to me a short time before in great distress, and
said they had heard that this was to be the case. I told
them that I thought this would not be attempted, as they
had been lawfully married by their master's consent. Such,
however, was the event On Thursday morning, April 2d,
while John was at work, some part of the family insisted
upon her going. As soon as John knew this, he went up
to her and wished to bring her back, when the son of his
master took hold of his collar, or upper part of his clothes,
and thrust him away, and insisted upon her going. 1 saw
this myself, as it took place not many yards from the mission house. John did not resist this assault, but went immediately to the magistrates: nothing, however, effectual was
done in the case. John afterwards went to his wife, to fetch
her home, but the poor woman was afraid to leave till her
work was done; so that he had to return without her, and
no attempt was made by the authorities to bring her back.
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Thus a man's wife is taken out of his house, driven ten or
twelve miles into the bush, and worked like a transport, and
the husband is insulted and abused for remonstrating against
such conduct. The reason assigned why there was no attempt made in the proper quarter to bring the woman back,
was that she was then beyond the governor's jurisdiction.
Having finished her work she returned, after having been
absent upwards of a month, and her mistress insisted upon
her staying in the yard, saying, that she should not go near
her husband. Through fear, the poor woman stopped there
the first day, but the next she stole away and went to her
husband. In the evening,her mistress sent for her twice,
but she refused to go ; when about nine or ten o'clock the
same evening, the young man who had committed the previous assault upon John, entered his house, took hold of his
wife, whom he found asleep in bed, and wouldthave dragged
her away, had not John and the man of the house prevented
it by remonstrating against such conduct.'

Shortly after this circumstance took place, Mr.
Fox assisted the individuals to whom I am referring, in drawing up a memorial, which they
addressed to the governor, upon the subject of
their grievances. I have a copy of the memorial,
which I will deliver in.
[The same was delivered in, and is as1 follows:]
To His Excellency, George Rendall, Lieutenant-Governor of
the Settlement of St. Mary's, and all the British Forts
and Territories in the River Gambia, and Dependencies
thereon, Vice-chancellor, and Ordinary of the same,
&c. &c.
The Memorial of the undersigned inhabitants of St. Mary's,
humbly sheweth,
That your memorialists are, with many other inhabitants

33
of the settlement, kept in a state of slavery, being required
to contribute a part of our daily earnings to our respective
masters, and otherwise attend to all such services as they
may require.
That your memorialists cannot but consider it as a great
grievance that the more sober, industrious and reflecting part
of the community, who wish to act strictly and conscientiously, should be thus oppressed and tantalized, while the
idle and dissolute, who spurn at the requisitions of their
masters, are allowed to escape with impunity.
The settlement of Bathurst having been established since
the passing of the Abolition Act, in 1807, your memorialists
were led to believe it was formed with the same philanthropic views as the parent colony of Sierra Leone; and
the fact that so many liberated Africans, lately captured by
British cruisers, are brought to the Gambia, located on this
island, and admitted to all the privileges of British subjects,
tends to confirm our opinion in this respect.
In addition to this, your memorialists hailed with satisfaction and delight the passing of ' the Emancipation Act/
nearly two years ago, which although it may refer to the
West Indian islands in particular, the principle of the Bill,
as we humbly apprehend, embraces the whole of Hia
Majesty's dominions, and we therefore cannot conceive how
slavery can be tolerated here, after so many thousands of
British subjects have tasted the blessings of freedom in other
colonies, and especially as this oppressive system is not
allowed to exist in the neighbouring colony of Sierra Leone.
That your petitioners have frequently had our freedom
promised us by our masters, and it has been a lively hope
that this would have been realized that has induced us so
long patiently to submit to what we considered to be unconstitutional and illegal; and this hope having failed, your
memorialists have repeatedly applied for our freedom by
purchase, but these applications have only been met by false
promises, disappointment and vexation.
Thus circumstanced in reference to our masters, and with
the view already set forth, we beg respectfully, but earnestly*
C 5
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to call upon your excellency, as representative of his Britan*
nic Majesty, King William the Fourth, administering the
government of the colony, to know if we are still liable to
be kept in bondage, to have our wives torn from our bosoms,
and our children doomed to perpetual slavery, on an infant
British settlement; or if, under the auspices of your excel*
lency's government, we are not, after a residence offive,ten,
and upwards of fifteen years in the settlement, entitled (in
common with eight parts out of ten of the population of
the Island) to all the rights and privileges which British
subjects enjoy in this and other parts of His Majesty's dominions. The latter appears to us to be our case; and
feeling our present situation to be intolerable, we humbly,
but most earnestly, claim of your Excellency, all that personal protection to which we are legally entitled.
In conclusion, we beg to assure your excellency that
nothing is more distant from our minds than the idea of
becoming indolent in our business, immoral in our conduct,
or at all troublesome to the local authorities. Most of us
being professors of Christianity, we have long been taught
to pay all due respect to " the powers that be;" to " pray
for kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty;"
and we have have also long been taught that the apostle's
injunction, " be diligent in business," is equally as binding
and imperative as the one in immediate connexion with it,
" fervent in spirit," and we are fully convinced that no man
can " serve the Lord" who neglects any of these important
duties.
Our object in wishing to obtain our freedom is, that we
may be raised to that state of civilization and comfort which
our present state of bondage actually prohibits; that we
may appropriate to ourselves and families the fruit of our
daily labour, that they and us may appear respectable, and
become useful members of civil and religious society.
That every personal, domestic and spiritual blessing may
ever rest upon your excellency, and that this His Majesty's
colony and its dependencies, under your auspicious govern-
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ment, may abundantly prosper in a commercial, civil and
religious point of view, is the fervent prayer of
William Juff.
Amadi Gum.
Sack Mucumba, his -f- mark.
John Gum, his •+- mark.
John Gum, jun., his -f mark.
Lago Yazin, his -f mark.
Bathurst, St. Mary's River, Gambia,
4 May 1835.

On this memorial being received by the go*
vernor he sent for the persons whose names were
subscribed to it, and also for Mr. Fox, our missionary, in order that Mr. Fox might hear his
reply to the memorialists. I will read this from
Mr. Fox's letter.
' His excellency told them that they were not slaves
while they remained in this settlement, or in any part of its
dependencies, forts or territories, in any part of the River
Gambia, or in any of the British vessels; nor could the
Common Pleas award to their masters any part of their
wages j that they were strictly British subjects while they
kept within the limits he had mentioned, but if they went
to Goree, or Senegal, they were liable to be again taken
into slavery ; this he could not prevent, and it would therefore be much better if they could obtain their manumission.
He was surprised that their masters did not comply with
their requests; however, as he had before stated, while in
any part of the British settlements or territories, no one
could molest them.'

After this, Mr. Fox was directed by our committee to employ William Juff and Amadi 6um r
the two individuals whom I have mentioned, in
the capacity of missionary agents or assistant
missionaries, whether their owners would or would
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not give them their manumission. The master
of Juff gave him his manumission, but the master
of Gum refused to manumit him. We therefore
consider that Gum is liable, if he goes beyond
the boundary of the colony, to be seized and
carried back into slavery. Although the business is thus partially settled so far as these individuals are concerned, the whole case appears
to require investigation ; for Mr. Fox observes
in another letter, that ' he has been informed that
by one of the laws enacted some years ago at
Sierra Leone, the slave-holders are allowed to
have their slaves bound to them as apprentices,
so that some people maintain that under that Act
they may go from hence to Goree or Senegal,
and purchase a number of slaves, and bring them
here, and have them bound to them as apprentices/ And it would appear that the view which
is thus stated is practically adopted, to a certain
extent, for Mr. Fox further observes, ' Those
who have slaves here, anticipating that the system
cannot last much longer, are getting them bound
as apprentices, whieh I consider very unjust/
[Evidence on questions connected with the Caffre
war and frontier policy is omitted, as foreign
to the design of this volume."}
4320. Will you proceed to state any other
facts bearing upon the subject ?
The next topic to which I would refer would
more particularly come under the head of dimi-
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nution of numbers. We are carrying on extensive missionary operations in British America,
and I have had an opportunity of directing my
attention to the condition of the Indians on the
boundary of Upper Canada. I am personally
acquainted with a chief of the Mississaugah, or
Chippeway nation of Indians; and I have conversed with him frequently, and at length, on the
condition of the Indians of that province. He
has stated to me most unequivocally, that previous to the introduction of Christianity among
the native tribes they were rapidly wasting away;
and he believed that if it had not been for the
introduction of Christianity they would have
speedily become extinct.
I asked him what he considered to be the
causes, and he informed me that the destruction
of their game was one reason why their numbers
were diminished. They lived by the chace; and
in consequence of the advance of the white population, their game decreased, as the settlers on
the extreme border of the colony, in the first instance, subsisted almost entirely on game; and
this was not all: the game retired from the neighbourhood of an increasing population. The more
valuable game, such as beavers and otters, are
remarkably shy; and as the white population kept
advancing, those animals retired. From these
causes, he remarked, his own people were reduced frequently to the greatest extremity: he
said, there were several instances came under his
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notice of families that literally perished from
hunger on account of the decrease of their
game.1
Another cause of the diminution of their numbers he considered to be the introduction of the
vices of Europeans, especially the vice of drunkenness. It is a fact, I suppose generally known,
that the Indians in Upper Canada are passionately fond of intoxicating liquors, which they call
' fire waters;' and that having once tasted them,
they would sacrifice anything in order to obtain
that gratification.
He also mentioned the diseases of the Euro*
peans as another cause of the diminution of their
numbers; for instance, the small-pox, which had
sometimes broken in among them, and committed
great ravages. The information which I have
derived from this chief has been confirmed by
our missionaries stationed in Upper Canada, and
who are now employed among the Indian tribes
on the borders of that province.
Without enlarging further, I may say that my
inquiries have led me to believe that where Christianity has not been introduced among the aboriginal inhabitants of Upper Canada, they are
melting away before the advance of the white
population. This remark applies to the Six
Nations, as they are called, on the Great River,
1
In.referenceto the advance of the white population, it is to
be understood that the Indians have suffered from the loss of the
land itself, on which they roamed, and lived by the chase; as well
as by the diminution of their game.—J. B.
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the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Senecas,
Cayugas, and Tuscaroras, as well as to all the
other tribes on the borders of the province.
I would also make a reference to the aborigines
of New South Wales, although I have not much
information to communicate respecting them. I
have made inquiry as to their condition, and have
obtained the opinion of our missionaries upon the
subject. The Rev. Walter Lawry, who was
seven years in New South Wales, says, 'The
natives certainly suffer from the colonists; the
male convicts and others steal, buy, and seduce
their women; many of the children born are by
white men. They also learn English vices, especially drunkenness ; and their game, with other
means of subsistence, is greatly diminished.
White men, on the spot, generally think that the
black will become extinct within the colony. I
think so too, and this will be very much through
the vices of the Europeans.*
4321. MR. LUSHINGTON.—Have you any in-

formation regarding Van Diemen's Land ?
Nothing particular. The same missionary to
whom I am now adverting, says in this letter,
' I understand that the natives of Van Diemen's
Land have all been shipped off, but I am not
quite certain/
4322. The Committee have had information as
to the fact that they have been all removed to
what they call FHnder's Island; can you give
any information as to their actual position ?

