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Brief abstract:  Camera tape component of video compiled at V09466_1, documenting a 
street rally protesting Police racist violence against Aboriginal people in Brisbane on 25 
August 1987.  On the cusp of the Federal government’s announcement of a Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, the rally formed to ‘put a spotlight’ on 
particular incidents in Brisbane where police had intervened apparently unnecessarily 
and excessively at Aboriginal organised social events; a football presentation night at 
Rosalie on 27 September 1986, and a 21st birthday party in an RSL hall at Annerley on 23 
August 1987, that prompted the rally.  The rally converged on the Queensland Police 
Department Headquarters, and an Indigenous delegation met with the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, Terry McMahon. This led to a proposal for the establishment of 
a special police liaison unit in a bid to improve relations between police and Aboriginal 
people. Several key speakers remain to be identified. The end of the tape contains several 
minutes of unrelated video, described below. 
 
Important timing points: 
00:00 No AIATSIS slate information 
00:00 Video footage from the steps of Queensland Police Department Headquarters, 

where the street rally has convened to demand a meeting with police to discuss the 
issue of police racist violence at organised Aboriginal social gatherings. 

01:05 Video footage of rally participants including Charles Perkins complying with rally 
organisers’ directives to move off the road and open a lane for traffic in front of 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned 
that this material may contain images and voices of deceased persons. 
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Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
02:05 A delegation of five Indigenous people from Brisbane enters the building to meet 

with police. Police representatives emerge and seek to draw Charles Perkins into 
negotiations. Police say “Charlie asked for the meeting and we are waiting for 
Charlie.” An unidentified Indigenous male responds: “Charlie asked for the meeting 
on behalf of the black people of Brisbane.  He doesn’t want to go up. Just meet with 
the five, the delegation.” Charles Perkins resists joining the delegation. However, 
implored by rally organisers and police, he is ushered inside to join the delegates. 

04:00 Shots of a large contingent of non-Indigenous uniformed male and female police on 
the footpath outside Police Headquarters.  Crowd chants “No more hangings! No 
more bashings!” 

05:00 Street scenes outside Police Headquarters as the rally crowd await the delegates’ 
return. 

06:15 Shot of four young unidentified Indigenous males with Aboriginal flag on steps of 
Police HQ.  I believe this group includes the young man whose 21st birthday party 
was raided by police in Annerley the previous weekend, on 23 August 1987, 
prompting the street rally. 

07:00 The delegation emerges from Police Headquarters, with Don Davidson and Charles 
Perkins. Ray Robinson addresses the rally, announcing the Assistant Commissioner’s 
commitment to (1) no more police violence at organised Aboriginal social events, 
and (2) the establishment of a police Aboriginal liaison unit in Queensland (‘like they 
do in NSW’). The speaker announces that the Assistant Commisioner has been told 
that if they don’t get results in 21 days, they will march again. 

09:00 Unidentified Indigenous male addresses the rally, urging everyone to let someone 
know if any more incidents of police racist violence happen, even to one individual. 

09:40 Charles Perkins addresses the media, relaying the outcome of the rally and the 
meeting with police.  He asks for a fair go from everybody, including the media. 

11:00 Rally participants thank and congratulate Charles Perkins, with Mervin Riley, on the 
street outside Police Headquarters. 

11:20 Charles Perkins speaks with unidentified Indigenous female Elders on the street. 
11:55 Street scenes of the rally dispersing. 
12:05 END 
  
12:10 Unrelated out-takes of a public announcement ‘Smoking is under fire’, about 

Aboriginal staff of the Commonwealth Public Service attending a seminar on the 
risks of smoking. 

14:05 End of tape. 
 


