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Brief abstract:  This video documents a street rally protesting Police racist violence 
against Aboriginal people in Brisbane on 25 August 1987.  It appears to be compiled from 
the camera tapes [V09466_2-4]. On the cusp of the Federal government’s announcement 
of a Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, the rally formed to ‘put a 
spotlight’ on particular incidents in Brisbane where police had intervened apparently 
unnecessarily and excessively at Aboriginal organised social events; a football 
presentation night at Rosalie on 27 September 1986, and a 21st birthday party in an RSL 
hall at Annerley on 23 August 1987, that prompted the rally.  The rally converged on the 
Queensland Police Department Headquarters, and an Indigenous delegation met with 
the Assistant Commissioner of Police, Terry McMahon. This led to a proposal for the 
establishment of a special police liaison unit in a bid to improve relations between police 
and Aboriginal people. Several key speakers remain to be identified. 
 
 
Important timing points: 
00:00 No AIATSIS slate information 
03:05 Fade in to shot of broadcast media coverage of the rally crowd congregating on the 

steps of the Queensland Police Department HQ, showing major news stations’ 
cameras and mics amongst the crowd. The protest chants: “No More Hanging! No 
More Bashing!” 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned 
that this material may contain images and voices of deceased persons. 
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03:12 Camera pans across rally crowd and media to freeze frame of unidentified 
Indigenous male youth in blue and yellow football jersey. 

03:15 Charles Perkins addressing the media near Brisbane City Hall before the rally 
marches. He asks the people of Australia and Brisbane in particular to “give us a fair 
go in a democracy.” 

03:29 Shot of 2 police at rally, while audio of Charles Perkins’ media address continues. 
03:31 Shot of Charles Perkins addressing media “We’ve come to a crisis point - let us try 

and work it out.” 
03:35 Shot of Brisbane City Hall Clock Tower. 
03:37 [Unidentified Indigenous Male A] addresses the rally, introducing Mervin Riley to 

talk about an incident at Rosalie last year. 
04:07 Mervin Riley addresses the rally.  He recounts an incident of police racist violence at 

Rosalie RSL Hall on 27 September 1986 - where excessive numbers of police raided 
an Aboriginal social function and locked up 60 Indigenous men.  And he refers to 
the recent police raid of a 21st birthday party held in a local RSL Hall at Annerley on 
23 August 1987.   

05:35 Shot of crowd applauding, 
05:38 [Unidentified Indigenous Male A] addresses the rally, introducing ‘a young lad 

named Cyril who was present at a 21st birthday on Saturday night where all this 
police harassment went down’, 

05:58 Unidentified Indigenous Male youth named Cyril addresses the rally.  He recounts 
being ‘flogged by coppers’ at his sister’s 21st, and being ‘auctioned off’ at the watch 
house. 

06:20 [Unidentified Indigenous Male A] addresses the rally, speaking about the harassment 
of young people. He introduces Charles Perkins to address the rally.  

06:51 Shot of placard that reads “21 Today, Dead Tomorrow. Stop Cop Harassment.”   
06:56 Charles Perkins addresses the rally.  He says “the times of bashing blacks are over.”  

He speaks about the upcoming royal commission into black deaths in custody, and 
the investigation into police corruption in Queensland, and criticises the character of 
the police. 

09:00 Ray Robinson addresses the rally. He calls on the rally to march on to the Police CIB 
to demand a meeting with the superintendent. 

09:42 [Unidentified Indigenous Male A] addresses the rally to introduce two Indigenous 
female speakers. 

10:00 Indigenous female speaker Vanessa Fisher addresses the rally.  She speaks of the 
police brutality at a ‘civil 21st birthday party’. She speaks of her work in Canberra and 
her work on mural projects, combining with other cultures in Queensland, and being 
faced with police racist violence.  She speaks of mothers, and grandmothers, 
bringing children up to learn and understand, and having a lot to offer this country.   

13:28 [Unidentified Indigenous Male C] addresses the rally, speaking about the bashing of 
a pregnant woman by police at the 21st birthday party.  

14:00 Rosemary Wanganeen, representing the Committee to Defend Black Rights, 
addresses the rally.  She speaks about the upcoming royal commission and the need 
to expand its terms of reference to include “this sort of thing that leads up to 
imprisonment.” 

14:50 Camera pans crowd. 
14:53 Bertie Button addresses the rally.  He says “it’s not only the coppers but the 

parliamentarians as well.”  He speaks of learning to respect.  He calls for unused 
buildings and land to be ‘given back’, under our own terms of reference. 

16:36 Pat Dodson addresses the rally, calling the police ‘Queensland’s toughest street 
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gang’, and speaking of an undeclared war in this country between black and white. 
He talks of the sovereign right, the right to self-determination, the right to land and 
an economic social and cultural base. He talks about dignity and the right to survive, 
and not be hindered because of a different way of thinking. 

18:15 (Crowd applauds). 
18:22 [Unidentified Indigenous Male E] speaker addresses the rally. He says “we are 

responsible for each other.”  He quotes Malcolm X: “Make sure that what you are 
living for is worth dying for.” 

20:20 [Unidentified Indigenous Male C] calls rally to march on to Queensland Police 
Department Headquarters. 

20:40 Shots of street rally march. 
22:20 Shot of rally congregating at Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
22:48 Charles Perkins addresses rally at Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
23:04 Bertie Button addresses rally at Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
23:35 Shots of rally and media at Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
23:48 Ray Robinson addresses rally at Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
24:00 Five rally delegates enter Queensland Police Department Headquarters to meet with 

the Commissioner. 
24:16 Shot of Queensland Police Department Headquarters street front. 
24:24 Shot of rally members and Aboriginal flag banner on steps of Police Headquarters. 
24:27 Rally delegates emerge from Police Headquarters. 
24:30 Shot of Police line outside Police Headquarters. 
24:40 Ray Robinson with Charles Perkins and Don Davidson on front steps of 

Queensland Police Department Headquarters addresses the rally, relaying news of 
meeting with the Assistant Commissioner of Police.  He speaks of a guarantee that 
there would be no further police harassment of aboriginal social functions, and of a 
promise from the Assistant Commissioner to set up an Aboriginal Police Liaison 
Office. 

26:05 Bertie Button addresses the rally, urging the community to report any further 
incidents of police racist violence. 

26:20 Charles Perkins addresses media outside the Police Headquarters, regarding the 
meeting between rally delegates and the Queensland Police Assistant Commissioner. 
He forecasts a meeting to set up an Aboriginal Police Liaison Unit, and calls for a 
fair go from everybody, including media, and no more bashings in the prisons or the 
streets. 

27:03 End of recording. 
 
 


