
V09466_3 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audition Sheet 
 

 
 
 
ACCESS 
 
Availability of copies 

Viewing copies are available. Contact AIATSIS to arrange an appointment to view this material. 

Restrictions on viewing 

The collection is open for viewing on the AIATSIS premises.  

Restrictions on use  
 
This collection has been copied for the purposes of on site research and study.  
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Brief abstract:  Camera tape component of video compiled at dV09466_1, documenting a 
street rally protesting Police racist violence against Aboriginal people in Brisbane on 25 
August 1987.  On the cusp of the Federal government’s announcement of a Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, the rally formed to ‘put a spotlight’ on 
particular incidents in Brisbane where police had intervened apparently unnecessarily 
and excessively at Aboriginal organised social events; a football presentation night at 
Rosalie on 27 September 1986, and a 21st birthday party in an RSL hall at Annerley on 23 
August 1987, that prompted the rally.  The rally converged on the Queensland Police 
Department Headquarters, and an Indigenous delegation met with the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, Terry McMahon. This led to a proposal for the establishment of 
a special police liaison unit in a bid to improve relations between police and Aboriginal 
people. The end of the tape contains several minutes of unrelated video. 
 
 
 
Important timing points: 
00:00 No AIATSIS slate information 
00:00 Street footage of the Police racist violence protest rally march from Brisbane City 

Hall to Queensland Police Department Headquarters. 
04:20 Street footage of rally and media congregating on the steps of the Queensland Police 

Department Headquarters.  Crowd chants: “No more hangings, no more bashings.” 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned 
that this material may contain images and voices of deceased persons. 
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04:50 Ray Robinson calls out the rally’s demands to see the police chief at the Queensland 
Police Department Headquarters. 

05:45 Charles Perkins addresses the rally from the steps of the Queensland Police 
Department HQ, announcing that police would meet with five delegates. 

07:30 Ray Robinson addresses the rally from the steps of the Police Department 
Headquarters, announcing that a delegation of five women and five men would meet 
with police inside. Charles Perkins can be heard urging the rally crowd to sit and 
wait.  Don Davidson can be seen ushering the delegation inside. 

08:05 Street scenes at the Police Headquarters while the rally delegates meet with police. 
09:30 Shots of Charles Perkins in discussion with police outside Police Headquarters. 
10:40 Charles Perkins addresses the rally, indicating positivity and progress. 
11:40 Street scenes at the Police Headquarters while the rally delegates meet with police. 
13:15 Shot of rally placard that reads: “21 today, dead tomorrow.  Stop cop harassment.” 
13:30 Shots of news media among the rally crowd awaiting the delegates’ return. 
14:00 Unidentified Indigenous Female Elder speaks off camera. She indicates a young man 

draped in an Aboriginal flag beside her. She says “Mervin, he was here and he 
couldn’t go in [with the delegation] and it was his party.”  

14:15 Rally speakers lead the rally in a chant: “No more hangings, no more bashings!” 
14:50 Shots of groups and scenes among the rally participants including some of the rally 

speakers and some of the young men from the Rosalie 21st awaiting the delegates’ 
return.  

15:50 Shots of numerous uniformed police on the street front observing the rally. 
17:10 Long shot of the some of the rally delegates and speakers addressing the rally from 

the steps of the Police Headquarters, regarding their meeting with the Assistant 
Commissioner.  Poor quality footage due to low level audio and light.  

18:00 Long shot of Charles Perkins addresses the rally, after the delegates’ meeting.  Poor 
quality footage due to low level audio and light. 

19:35 End of recording. 
19:40 Unrelated footage. 
21:35 End of tape. 
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