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Availability of copies 

Viewing copies are available. Contact AIATSIS to arrange an appointment to view this material. 

Restrictions on viewing 

The collection is open for viewing on the AIATSIS premises.  

Restrictions on use  
 
This collection has been copied for the purposes of on site research and study.  
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TITLE  Kalkadoon Cultural Revival Festival Camera Tape 3 : 

Kalkadoon Elders Picnic Day Interviews 1 

ACCESSION NUMBER V09456_6 

COLLECTION NAME ATSIC_001 

DEPOSITOR Department of Social Services 

PRODUCTION YEAR 1984 

CREDITS (if applicable) Produced by Hugh Kirk and Roy Tatten 

PERFORMERS/SPEAKERS William Malcolm, George Thorpe, William Foster, Arthur 
Peterson 

PLACE Battle Mountain (Qld Far NW SF54-02) 

LANGUAGE/GROUP Kalkatungu / Kalkadoon people (G13) (Qld SF54-02) 
Waanyi people (G23) (Qld SE54-09) 

SERIES (if applicable)  

REPRODUCTION NOTES 1 video file (MP4) : sound, colour 
 

ORIGINAL VERSION 1 videocassette (UmaticS): sound, colour 

TOTAL DURATION 20 min., 19 sec. 

GRANT NUMBER (if applicable)  

NOTES Some horizontal banding between 08:05 and 12:20 
 

 
Brief abstract:  Interviews with Kalkadoon Tribal Elders and concerned people recorded among 
the rock art on a picnic day for the Elders ‘on country’ at Painted Rocks and Sun Rock; 
significant sites in Kalkadoon country near Mount Isa, on Thursday 18th October 1984.  The 
Elder’s picnic day is part of Kalkadoon Tribal Council’s week long Cultural Revival Festival, to 
mark the Centenary of Battle Mountain Massacre. Interviewees are: brothers William Malcolm 
and George Thorpe, and Morris Carlton.  Arthur Peterson recites some local tunes on his 
didjeridu.   
 
 
Important timing points: 
00:00 No AIATSIS slate information 
00:00 Kalkadoon Elder William Malcolm (“Old Willie” or “Bing”) interviews to camera. 

He speaks of his own birth on Westbank Station near Cloncurry in 1910, and of 
growing up in the region, from Cloncurry to Riversleigh to Kajabbi.  He speaks of 
the early years of mining in the region, and camel trains and drays transporting the 
ore. 

03:35 Indigenous Elder and dancer William Foster born at Borroloola N.T. speaks about 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned 
that this material may contain images and voices of deceased persons. 
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dancing and culture. He believes the parents are still passing the culture on to their 
children. 

05:07 Shot of James Taylor hosting and cooking on an open camp fire. 
05:13 Waanyi Elder and Jungiman for the region Arthur Peterson wetting and washing his 

didjeridu, in preparation to play. 
08:07 Arthur Peterson plays didjeridu.  
12:20 Kalkadoon Elder George Thorpe interviews to camera, accompanied by May Taylor. 

He speaks of his early life in Mount Isa. His father died in Urandangi. His mother 
remarried Dick Hayden, then manager of Chatsworth Station. His eldest brother 
Billy died in Mount Isa some 22 years ago. His sister went to the Kennedys’ 
Devoncourt Station. He talks about how Dick Hayden died when he was still just a 
boy: “shot himself with the bloody horrors” on his way from Boulia Races to a new 
appointment at Canobie Station.  

16:16 Kalkadoon Elder George Thorpe speaks of Kalkadoon history; of a waterhole on 
Calton Hills Station where the rocks are pitted with gunfire, where a wounded 
Kalkadoon almost drowned Old Man Kennedy. He says that his mother never spoke 
about Battle Mountain. He starts to recall a story told to him long after she died, of a 
man named Prosser, and a place down along the Leichhardt below Glenroy… 
(continued on V09456_7). 

20:18 END OF TAPE 
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