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TITLE  Run into the future 

ACCESSION NUMBER FC00247_1 

COLLECTION NAME AOMC_001 

DEPOSITOR Aborigines and Overseas Missions Committee of the 
Presbyterian Church (N.S.W.) 

PRODUCTION YEAR 1968 

CREDITS (if applicable) Director, Keith Burton 

PERFORMERS/SPEAKERS Victor Barney 

PLACE Gulf of Carpentaria (SD53, SD54, SE54) 
Mornington Island (Qld Gulf Wellesley Islands SE54-01) 
Weipa / Napranum (Qld NW Cape York SD54-03) 
Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07) 

LANGUAGE/GROUP  

SERIES (if applicable)  

TECHNICAL NOTES 1 video file (Windows Media File) (27 min., 33 sec.) : sound, 
colour 

REPRODUCTION NOTES 1 videocassette (Digital Betacam); PM07810_1 

ORIGINAL VERSION 1 film reel (16 mm.); sound, colour 

TOTAL DURATION 27 min., 33 sec. 

GRANT NUMBER (if applicable)  

NOTES  

 

Brief abstract:  Footage promoting the work of the Aborigines and Overseas Missions 
Committee of the Presbyterian Church in training mission-based Aboriginal people in activities 
such as construction, mechanics, cattle mustering, etc. Also showcases mission revenues streams 
such as cattle mustering, mining and the manufacture of wooden implements, as well as mission 
facilities such as housing and schools including those established with mining funds from 
Comalco (Rio Tinto). 
 
Important timing points: 

00:00 AIATSIS slate information. 

00:14 Close up of Aboriginal painting of Emus with “Run into the future” printed across. 

00:22 Pre-contact campsite scene of unidentified Aboriginal family. Two unidentified 
Aboriginal men painted in white clay walk towards camera with spears. 

00:50 Unidentified Aboriginal men are shown working in various roles, including cattle 
mustering, tree lopping and construction.  

01:24 Map showing locations of Mornington Island, Aurukun and Weipa missions.  

01:31 Camera pans to show various scenes of Mornington Island mission, whilst mission 

WARNING: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are warned 
that this material may contain images and voices of deceased persons. 
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superintendent speaks about the Mission’s objectives. 

02:10 Camera pans to show scenes of housing at Mornington Island mission.  

02:35 Distant shot of Mornington Island church, staff accommodation, administrative 
offices and hospital.  

02:54 A group of unidentified Aboriginal children and women are shown drinking milk at 
Mornington Island mission. 

03:41 Camera pans to show Mornington Island mission school, including group of 
unidentified Aboriginal children.  

04:06 Camera pans to show ‘transitional’ housing at Mornington Island mission. 

04:18 Various unidentified Aboriginal men and women are shown making and painting 
various wooden implements for sale, including digeridoos and coolamons.  

05:39 Unidentified Aboriginal men are shown working in construction roles. Camera pans 
to show the newly constructed mission school building on Mornington Island.  

06:27 Head and shoulders shot of Mornington Island mission superintendent speaking to 
camera.  

06:32 Distant shots of cattle mustering on Mornington Island mission.  

07:21 Distant and close up shot of unidentified Aboriginal men using water boring 
machinery on Mornington Island mission. 

07:33 Distant shot of unidentified Aboriginal men off-loading supplies from a ship 
moored at Mornington Island.  

08:07 Head and shoulders shot of Mornington Island mission superintendent speaking off 
camera. 

08:12 Unidentified Aboriginal people shopping at Mornington Island mission store. 
Aboriginal man Victor Barney is shown operating the store.  

9:05 Mornington Island mission mechanic shown training two unidentified Aboriginal 
men mechanical skills including wielding and bench work. 

10:11 Distant shot of coastal areas of Mornington Island.  

10:30 Distant shot of Aurukun mission building. 

10:38 Head and shoulders shot of unidentified non-Aboriginal man speaking to camera 
about Aurukun mission.  

10:44 Distant shot of Aurukun mission buildings. 

11:21 Several unidentified Aboriginal people are shown carrying wooden implements for 
sale.  

11:39 Distant shot of Aurukun mission hospital and primary school. 

12:10 Head and shoulders shot of unidentified non-Aboriginal man speaking off camera. 

12:18 Distant shot of Aurukun mission buildings.  

12:28 Distant shots of cattle mustering on Aurukun mission. 

13:01 An unidentified non-Aboriginal man trains an unidentified Aboriginal man in tank 
construction.  

13:13 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men are shown working in and constructing a 
cattle yard, including the construction of fencing using of various pieces of 
equipment.  

15:58 Camera pans to show distant shots of the “Big Lake” at Aurukun. 

16:34 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men are shown operating various pieces of 
equipment in preparation for Bauxite mining at Aurukun. 

17:42 Distant shot of Aurukun mission building. 

17:51 Head and shoulders shot of Weipa church chaplain speaking to camera about Weipa 
mission.  

18:04 Various shots of Bauxite mining at Weipa.  

18:43 Distant shot of coastal areas of Weipa. 
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18:52 Head and shoulders shot of Weipa church chaplain speaking to camera about Weipa 
mission.   

18:57 Various distant and close up shots of Rocky Point township in Weipa. 

20:32 Various shots of Jessica Point / Weipa South village, including shots of a group of 
unidentified Aboriginal children at Jessica Point / Weipa South school and pre-
school. 

22:06 Unidentified Aboriginal woman shown standing in garden at Jessica Point / Weipa 
South. 

22:10 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men and women are shown catching bus to 
Weipa.  

22:34 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men are shown operating various pieces of 
mining equipment for Comalco (Rio Tinto).  

22:42 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men are shown in various roles including 
construction, carrying out duties for the Queensland Department of Aboriginal and 
Island Affairs, and undertaking maintenance work such as painting and repairs. An 
unidentified Aboriginal man is shown working as a policeman.  

23:42 A group of unidentified Aboriginal women are shown training and working as 
nurses.  

24:10 Unidentified Aboriginal men and women are shown working at Jessica Point / 
Weipa South Post Office.  

24:28 A music band comprised of a group of unidentified Aboriginal men plays music, 
whilst a group of unidentified Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal men and women 
couple dance.  

25:10 Distant shot of St. Barnabas church, Weipa  

25:17 Head and shoulders shot of Weipa church chaplain speaking to camera. 

25:21 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men, women and children are shown outside the 
church at Weipa.  

25:55 Weipa church chaplain is shown standing with four unidentified Aboriginal men 
who work as church counsellors. 

26:12 A group of unidentified Aboriginal men, women and children are shown sitting in 
church at Weipa.  

26:54 Video ends with footage of a group of unidentified Aboriginal women and children 
on Mornington Island and two unidentified Aboriginal men operating fencing 
equipment at Aurukun. 

27:08 Video credits. 

27:33 End.  

 
 


