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ACCESS 

Availability of copies 

Digital viewing copies are available. Further information is available on the 'Ordering Collection 
Items' web page. Alternatively, contact the Access Unit by email to arrange an appointment to 
view the recordings or to order copies. 

Restrictions on viewing 

The collection is open for viewing on the AIATSIS premises.  

Restrictions on use  

Clients may obtain copies with permission from AIATSIS.  The material can only be published 
with permission from AIATSIS. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

Date:  1977 

Extent: 61 film reels (approximately 11 hours) :sound, colour (16 mm) 

58 film reels (approximately 6 hours) :sound, colour (16 mm) 

45 audio tape reels (approximately 7 hours) :sound (5 in.) 

4 audio tape reel (approximately 25 min. each) :sound   

Production history 

During the AIAS Film Unit's reconnaissance trip to Aurukun in mid-1976, members of the 
community had raised the idea of filming a house opening ceremony. These ceremonies were 
common throughout the whole community at the time and many people took photographs at 
them. In mid-November 1977 a prominent member of the community, Geraldine Kowangka, 
was having her house reopened after the recent death of her husband. Judith MacDougall took 
on the role of director for the film that ensued: The House Opening. Over a six-day period the 
MacDougalls followed the preparation and enactment of this cleansing ceremony through the 
central character Geraldine. Geraldine wanted the film made but was unable to speak during the 
ceremony because of a speech taboo, so the MacDougalls were left on their own to film the 
ceremony. As in the previous films where a participant narrated the action post-factum, 
Geraldine Kowangka provided a descriptive commentary that was intercut with the location 
sound during editing. 

 

 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/ordering-collection-items
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/ordering-collection-items
mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/visiting-collection
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RELATED MATERIAL 

Important: before you click on any links in this section, please read our sensitivity message.  
 

See FC00217_1-303, FC00436_1 and FC00437_1-3 for related Aurukun Film Project footage 

English and French transcripts; promotional material 

For a complete listing of related material held by AIATSIS, consult the Institute's Mura® online 
catalogue at http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au. To conduct a search of available audiovisual finding aids, 
please click here. 

 

ARCHIVIST'S NOTE  

This finding aid was compiled from information contained in documentation provided by AIAS 
Film Unit and audition sheets prepared by AIATSIS staff.  

 
  

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/muraread.html
http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au/
http://aiatsis.gov.au/research/guides-and-resources/collection-finding-aids
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ITEM LIST 

AIATSIS 
control no 

Preservation 
master no. Description 

FC00553_01 DAC0000436_62 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_03 DAC0000436_64 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_05 DAC0000436_66 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_07 DAC0000436_68 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_09 DAC0000436_70 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_11 DAC0000436_72 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_13 DAC0000436_74 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_15 DAC0000436_76 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_17 DAC0000436_78 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_19 DAC0000436_80 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_21 DAC0000436_82 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_23 DAC0000436_84 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_25 DAC0000436_86 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_27 DAC0000436_88 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_29 DAC0000436_90 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_31 DAC0000436_92 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_32 DAC0000436_93 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_33 DAC0000436_94 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_34 DAC0000436_95 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_35 DAC0000436_96 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_37 DAC0000436_98 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_39 DAC0000436_100 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_42 DAC0000436_103 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_44 DAC0000436_105 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_45 DAC0000436_106 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_47 DAC0000436_108 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_49 DAC0000436_110 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_51 DAC0000436_112 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_53 DAC0000436_114 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_54 DAC0000436_115 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_55 DAC0000436_116 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_57 DAC0000436_118 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
FC00553_58 DAC0000436_119 House Opening Rushes - Positive Image 
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ITEM DESCRIPTIONS 
FC00553_01 / DAC0000436_62 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, unidentified Indigenous men, women and 
children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label on brief case. 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 1'. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:10 An unidentified Indigenous child sits on a chair 

underneath the house, fidgeting. 
 

00:00:44 The shot zooms out to show a group of women sitting 
together making crepe paper decorations. One woman 
is nursing a small unidentified Indigenous child, as 
another unidentified Indigenous child watches on from 
the chairs. 

00:01:47 Shot cuts back, several times, to the unidentified 
Indigenous child from the original shot on the chair. 

00:02:07 Several close up shots of an unidentified Indigenous  
woman's hands and group shots of the women folding 
crepe paper decorations and threading sting, tying off 
the crepe paper and placing into a box once completed. 

00:06:09 Head shots of two unidentified Indigenous women, 
which then pans down to their hands folding crepe 
paper. 

00:06:37 A group shot of the unidentified Indigenous women 
folding crepe paper, as two unidentified Indigenous 
men erect wooden poles in the background.  

00:07:14 A third unidentified Indigenous man joins the two with 
lights to be fixed to the poles, as the hole digging for 
the poles continues. 

00:08:09 A small Weipa Aerial Services plane flies across the sky 
in front of dark clouds, before coming in to land on 
the landing strip. 

00:09:23 A pale green car pulls up to the plane carrying three 
people (including Barry Ngakyanwokka). Geraldine 
Kawangka's daughter Rose emerges from the plane. 

00:09:53 End 
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FC00553_03 / DAC0000436_64 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, Rose [no surname mentioned], Winifred [no 
surname mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 A group of unidentified Indigenous men and women 

unload the supplies from the Weipa Aerial Services 
plane into a pale green car. The car then drives off 
from the landing strip. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:02:09 Rose, Winifred and three other unidentified Indigenous 
women walk along a dirt path, unidentified Indigenous 
children and bags of supplies in hand. They arrive at 
Rose’s house, where they begin to sort through the 
groceries under the house.  

 

00:07:06 Barry Ngakyanwokka and an unidentified Indigenous 
woman walk around the house as an unidentified 
Indigenous child rides past on a bicycle. 

00:07:26 An unidentified Indigenous woman instructs three 
unidentified Indigenous men to remove grass and weed 
from around the base of a tree. 

00:08:14 An unidentified Indigenous man rakes yard debris and lawn 
clippings into a pile as other unidentified men place it 
around a trees and plants. 

00:09:08 Shot of a garden sprinkler watering the grass, as 
unidentified men continue to rake and pick up yard 
debris. 

00:09:42  An unidentified man appears to be clearing the grass or 
levelling the dirt out on the ground. Other unidentified 
men remove piles of yard debris and tidy the yard. 

00:11:12 End 
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FC00553_05 / DAC0000436_66 

Performer/speaker(s): Unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of a child holding the label 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 3' Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:19 Two older unidentified women walk the yard with iron 

buildings in the background. One of the women picks 
up bark from the ground. Five unidentified men walk 
past in the opposite direction. 

 

00:01:31 A front on shot of Geraldine Kawangka's house and 
yard. 

00:02:45 A close up shot of a closed louvre window of the 
house. 

00:03:07 Close up shot of a rotating sprinkler, which later cuts 
to a zoomed out shot to show Geraldine's house in the 
background. 

00:03:57 Two unidentified men ride in the tray of a red truck 
down a dirt road. Shot later cuts to a young 
unidentified boy riding in the back with one of the 
men.  

00:05:34 Unidentified men, women and children walk through 
bushland as the men strip bark from trees. 

00:06:37 Close up shot of some bark, as the unidentified men, 
women and children continue to gather it and load it 
into the truck. 

00:07:56 Shot of unidentified women and children appearing to 
tap the trees to assess the suitability of the bark. 

00:08:35 An unidentified child assists an unidentified man 
remove a large piece of bark from a tree, before it is 
carried away to one of the trucks. 

00:09:19 A truck drives through bushland, as other unidentified 
people and dogs continue to walk through the trees. 

00:09:38 Close up of bark removal using tool. 
00:11:12 End 
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FC00553_07 / DAC0000436_68 

Performer/speaker(s): Unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Five unidentified men ride on the back of a red truck 

down a dirt road through bushland. Another 
unidentified man appears standing toward the front of 
the tray. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:01:16 The unidentified men dig up and carry rocks, which are 
loaded on to the truck. 

 

00:03:42 Now returned, the men begin unloading the bark and 
rocks that they have gathered from the truck.  

00:05:09 Three unidentified men climb into the red truck and 
four more unidentified men jump on the back of the 
tray before it drives off. 

00:05:49 A shot of the piles of bark and rocks that were 
collected. 

00:05:59 Unidentified women sewing material and drawing on 
and cutting designs out of paper under the house, with 
unidentified children watching on. 

00:10:26  Close up of decorations being made with crepe paper. 
00:11:10 End   
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FC00553_09 / DAC0000436_70 

Performer/speaker(s): Unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of hands holding the label 'AUR - HOUSE 

ROLL 5'. 
Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:06 An unidentified child plays with crepe paper 
decorations. 

 

00:00:18 A group of unidentified women prepare to print the 
designs from paper to a tablecloth. 

00:01:15 Two young unidentified children play in the 
background as the women begin printing the designs. 

00:03:36 Unidentified women and children make decorations 
from crepe paper. 

00:05:37 More shots of the screen printing on the table cloths. 
00:07:21 An unidentified woman and two young girls use a 

garden hose to wash the screen and the brush that were 
used to print the designs on the tablecloth. 

00:08:05 A group of unidentified women sit on mats on the 
ground under the house to continue making crepe 
paper decorations. A young unidentified child walks 
behind them as they work. 

00:08:21 Close up of a young unidentified girl watching on as 
the older women make decorations.  

00:08:37 End 
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FC00553_11 / DAC0000436_72 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 6'. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:08 Close up shot of crepe paper decorations. Shot moves 

across to unidentified women making the decorations. 
 

00:01:53 Benny [no surname mentioned] drives a tractor across 
the yard, an unidentified Indigenous man rides on the 
attached grader. The tractor stops and a woman 
approaches to provide instruction. 

00:02:47 Benny and the other man adjust the grader, which will 
be used to level out the dancing ground. 

00:03:50 The men begin the levelling the ground. 
00:04:11 Benny is joined by a small unidentified boy on the 

tractor, while the other man controls the grader. 
00:05:43 A group of unidentified people, including Barry 

Ngakyanwokka and Benny, sing and play drums 
outside on mats on the ground. 

00:09:41 The singing appears to have stopped for a break as a 
group talk among themselves.  

00:10:28 The singing recommences with a large group of 
unidentified people on the mat. A group of 
unidentified men stand before the group dancing, 

00:11:12 End 
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FC00553_13 / DAC0000436_74 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of hands holding label 'HOUSE ROLL 7?' Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:08 A group of unidentified men, women and children, 

including Barry Ngakyanwokka and Benny, sit outside, 
singing and playing drums on mats. 

 

00:00:45 A close up shot of the instruments being played. 
00:01:11 Camera zooms out to show more unidentified 

members of the group. 
00:01:27 An unidentified man can be seen playing the guitar, as 

the group appears to sing another song. 
00:04:41 Some close up shots of an unidentified woman and 

children. 
00:05:30 Another unidentified man plays the guitar. 
00:05:52 A shot of four of the women sitting with the group, 

laughing and smiling, before the group continue 
singing. 

00:07:07 Unidentified children walk and play with a water tap 
near two large trees, as an unidentified man rakes yard 
debris in the background. 

00:07:37 An unidentified woman uses a branch to sweep the 
ground. Small unidentified children walk by. 

00:07:51 Another unidentified young woman sweeps the ground 
with a broom, before walking off. 

00:07:58 The same young woman continues to sweep, as smoke 
from nearby fires blows through the shot. 

00:08:39 An unidentified elderly woman rakes yard debris near a 
house.  

00:08:58 Four unidentified children stand near the bottom of 
stairs near a house. Two of the children hold flowers, 
one of which begins posing once he notices the camera 
filming him. 

00:09:09 The children walk away, throwing seeds and sticks. 
00:09:49  Barry Ngakyanwokka briefly walks toward the camera 

carrying a box on his shoulder, before disappearing 
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from shot. 
00:10:01 Barry Ngakyanwokka splits wood with an axe, before 

gathering it up and walking away 
00:10:40 An unidentified elderly woman piles yard debris. 
00:10:53 An unidentified man sits on the back of a white truck 

as it drives away. 
00:11:13 End. 
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FC00553_15 / DAC0000436_76 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, unidentified Indigenous men, women and 
children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 8' Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:05 Two unidentified men tidy the dance ground, while 

another two unidentified men remove yard debris in a 
bin.   

 

00:00:41 An unidentified man mows the lawn near the house. 
00:00:51 A Bush Pilots Airways plane comes in to land at the air 

strip. Geraldine Kawangka emerges from the plane. 
00:03:37 Geraldine is greeted by relatives. They all walk off in a 

group. Back at the house, she sits underneath the house 
with a group of other unidentified women and children 
nearby. 

00:05:15 Back at the house, Geraldine sits underneath the house 
with a group of unidentified women, a man and 
children nearby. 

00:09:02 An unidentified woman has a conversation with 
Geraldine. 

00:11:11 End 
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FC00553_17 / DAC0000436_78 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of a Bush Pilots Airways plane coming in to land at 

the air strip. A pale green car pulls up. Barry 
Ngakyanwokka sits in the passenger seat. Several 
unidentified men begin unloading the plane. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:01:28 A large group of unidentified women and children walk 
toward the house carrying supplies. 

 

00:02:39 Unidentified women and children sit and have 
conversations under the house. Benny appears at the 
end of the shot, standing near the stairs. 

00:03:16 A white truck drives past, carrying the luggage, as two 
unidentified men also sit on the tray. The truck stops 
and two other unidentified men begin unloading the 
luggage. 

00:04:27 Two unidentified elderly women sit with Geraldine. All 
three are upset and crying.   

00:07:50 Several unidentified women begin taking some of the 
groceries upstairs and start unpacking them for people 
to take them into the house. An unidentified man and 
children assist. 

00:10:30 Unidentified children are gathered at the bottom of the 
stairs, some eating fruit. 

00:10:43 Last shot finishes on Geraldine Kawangka sitting with 
the two elderly unidentified women.  

00:11:12 End 
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FC00553_19 / DAC0000436_80 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, unidentified Indigenous women 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Three unidentified Aurukun women who are related to 

Geraldine Kawangka’s late husband begin to dance and 
sing. Another unidentified woman approaches them, 
clearly in distress. She makes her way to Geraldine who 
is seated underneath the house and embraces her, 
crying. The three unidentified women continue to sing 
and dance.  

 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:04:58 End  
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FC00553_21 / DAC0000436_82 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Three unidentified women smoke cigarettes and chat 

amongst themselves. Barry Ngakyanwokka briefly 
walks past the shot. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:36 Geraldine Kawangka sits underneath the house 
surrounded by unidentified women and children. The 
camera zooms in on different unidentified women. 

 

00:02:55 An unidentified young girl is seated, reading a comic. 
Four unidentified elderly women appear to be singing. 

00:05:35 Shot changes to an unidentified young girl giving 
another unidentified young girl a box of matches. An 
unidentified woman holds a young child.  

00:06:04 Barry Ngakyanwokka is seated smoking a cigarette. 
00:06:21 A shot of Geraldine Kawangka looking around. 
00:06:35 Unidentified women take supplies upstairs with Benny. 

Barry Ngakyanwokka sits in the background. 
00:07:22 Shot of an unidentified young child sleeping. 
00:07:53 Six unidentified young children play under the house, 

on a tricycle and on the clothes line.  
00:08:10 A close up of luggage sitting on the ground. An 

unidentified young girl puts a tape in the cassette 
player. 

00:08:56 Geraldine Kawangka sits on a bed underneath the 
house with unidentified women and children. Barry 
Ngakyanwokka sits further away. 

00:09:30 Three unidentified Aurukun women dance in front of a 
small crowd, including Geraldine Kawangka.  

00:11:09 End. 
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FC00553_23 / DAC0000436_84 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial, Food - Preparation 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label "AUR - HOSE" ROLL 12. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:04 A shot from behind unidentified women and children, 

including Geraldine Kawangka. A woman seated next 
to Geraldine appears to be dancing.   

 

00:02:56 A shot of an unidentified young boy working on a 
tricycle, while four other unidentified boys watch on. 
Shot then cuts back to Geraldine Kawangka and the 
women and children seated with her under the house. 

00:03:24 Shot cuts to someone tapping a thong on a mat on the 
ground, then someone tapping a jerry can with their 
fingers, then someone tapping their foot on the 
ground. 

00:04:11 An unidentified man plays guitar, while several 
unidentified men, including Barry Ngakyanwokka, 
watch on. 

00:06:16 Four unidentified men do yard work.  
00:06:36 Several unidentified men including Barry 

Ngakyanwokka cut raw meat hanging and on a table in 
the Aurukun Butcher's Shop.  

00:09:05 A group of unidentified men dig a hole in preparation of a 
fire pit. Other unidentified men, including Benny, watch on. 

00:10:13 A group of unidentified men, including Benny, carry 
large logs and tree stumps to place in the pit.  

00:11:09 End. 
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FC00553_25 / DAC0000436_86 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 13' Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:10 Geraldine Kawangka’s husband’s relatives begin to 

arrive and walk across the yard. Barry Ngakyanwokka 
leads a group of unidentified men, one playing a guitar, 
around the house, before forming a line.  

 

00:01:42 Geraldine and Benny approach, and present a tub of 
flour, sugar and tea to each of them one at a time, in a 
symbolic gesture.  

00:03:51 Barry Ngakyanwokka embraces Geraldine and cries.  
00:05:50 Shot focuses on the tub of flour, sugar and tea.  
00:06:04 Various shots of unidentified members of the group 

and Geraldine Kawangka visibly upset. The group 
make their way to the house.  

00:07:10 A number of unidentified young children are playing 
outside.  

00:07:25 A shot of the group under the house.  
00:07:36 A group of unidentified men, including Barry 

Ngakyanwokka are standing, having a discussion. An 
unidentified man begins playing the guitar. 

00:11:10 End. 
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FC00553_27 / DAC0000436_88 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Food - Preparation 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label "AUR - HOUSE" ROLL 14. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:05 Unidentified men collect rocks, to put atop the fire pit.  
00:00:42 Barry Ngakyanwokka appears to speak to the camera. 

Benny comes into shot and also appears to be speaking 
to the camera, before speaking to other unidentified 
men.  

00:03:35 An unidentified man cuts palm fronds down. 
00:04:01 An unidentified woman and a small group of 

unidentified children adorn the verandah of a house in 
crepe paper garlands..  

00:04:48 Benny pours petrol on the wooden logs in the fire pit. 
It is then lit with a match and stoked to make sure it is 
burning well. Barry Ngakyanwokka is seen walking off. 

00:06:18 An unidentified man and woman speak under the 
house, before the woman passes money over to the 
man.  

00:07:14 Shot of an unidentified young girl carrying decorations 
from one house to another.  

00:07:37 Three unidentified Indigenous men hang lighting cords 
from poles. Barry Ngakyanwokka assists as five young 
children play in the distance. 

00:09:09 Benny and another unidentified man assist with 
hanging the lighting cords from the back of a truck.  

00:10:04 An unidentified young man and young boy carry 
watermelons to a pale green car, before it drives off.  

00:10:41 The fire pit is smoking as Benny continues to fix the 
lighting cords to the poles. Shot finishes with an 
unidentified woman raking yard debris.  

00:11:09 End 
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FC00553_29 / DAC0000436_90 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Rose [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of unidentified children picking red flowers from 

a tree. Some children throw flower buds at each other 
as they work. The truck they are working on drives off 
at the end of the shot. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:03:01 Rose and two other unidentified women make raffia 
skirts for the ceremony. 

 

00:03:53 Six unidentified women dance as they make their way 
toward the house where Geraldine Kawangka is sitting. 

00:07:33 The group arrives at the house and continue to dance 
in front of Geraldine Kawangka, while other 
unidentified women continue to make the skirts. 

00:11:10 End 
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FC00553_31 / DAC0000436_92 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka; unidentified Indigenous men and women 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot opens with a close up of Geraldine Kawangka's 

face. Six unidentified women dance the Moon Song 
behind Geraldine, while other unidentified women 
make raffia skirts.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:01:26 Several unidentified men place palm fronds on top of 
the fire pit, before the meat is added and more fronds 
are placed on top. The fire pit is then covered with 
large sheets of paper bark and covered again with dirt.  

 

00:04:12 Some close ups of the women's hands making the 
raffia skirts.  

00:05:53 Six unidentified women dance, as they walk away from 
the camera.  

00:06:54 Shot of Geraldine’s house and yard. The group of 
female dancers emerge from behind the shrubs, still 
singing and dancing the Moon Dance.  

00:11:10 End. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FC00553_32 / DAC0000436_93 



AIAS_002 (FC00553_1-58) 
Page 22 of 43 

 

Performer/speaker(s):  

Subject keywords:  

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; Sound? 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00  Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD    
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FC00553_33 / DAC0000436_94 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 
Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  

Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Opening shot briefly shows six unidentified women 

dancing near Geraldine Kawangka's house. Shot cuts to 
a label reading 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 17' 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:12 An unidentified woman hangs streamers from the 
lighting cords, with assistance from an unidentified 
young girl. Six unidentified women dance and move 
toward the house where people are making 
decorations. 

 

00:01:10 Shot of a gumtree, as unidentified Indigenous men 
dance and drum in the background.  

00:02:36 Barry Ngakyanwokka stands, surrounded by several 
other unidentified men (some with drums) as they 
provide feedback to the dancers. The men once again 
rehearse the performance. 

00:03:40 Benny and other unidentified men play drums. Barry 
Ngakyanwokka sits next to them with a group of men. 
The rest of the men continue to rehearse the 
performance. 

00:05:15 Barry Ngakyanwokka joins the dance rehearsal and 
provides instruction.  

00:09:22 Barry Ngakyanwokka is seated, as other unidentified 
men take over the instruction. Benny also provides 
advice, while playing the drum. 

00:11:12 End. 
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FC00553_34 / DAC0000436_95 

Performer/speaker(s):  

Subject keywords:  

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; Sound? 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00  Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD    
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FC00553_35 / DAC0000436_96 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men and women 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label reading 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 18' Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:11 Barry Ngakyanwokka, Benny (playing drum and 

providing instruction) and other unidentified men 
watch on as another group of unidentified men 
rehearse dances for the ceremony.  

 

00:00:42 Benny stands to show the group what to do. 
00:04:06 Close up shots of Barry Ngakyanwokka and other 

unidentified men watching on.  
00:06:01 Shot of streamers and decorations hanging from the 

lighting cords. Unidentified women adjust and fix more 
decorations to the cords.  

00:07:53 Two unidentified men secure palm fronds at the base 
of the house’s stairs. 

00:09:06 An unidentified woman carries a bouquet of flowers, as 
Geraldine Kawangka and an unidentified woman 
construct more.   

00:10:11 Six unidentified women walk past the ceremony 
grounds dancing.  

00:10:59 An unidentified woman carries a chair through the 
ceremony grounds.  

00:11:15 End. 
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FC00553_37 / DAC0000436_98 

Performer/speaker(s): Barry Ngakyankwokka, unidentified Indigenous men, women and 
children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label reading "AUR - HOUSE" ROLL 19 Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:05 Two unidentified men screw light bulbs into the 

lighting cords.  
 

00:01:33 Unidentified Indigenous women and children inflate 
balloons, and hang decorations from the lighting cords.  

00:05:39 Five unidentified women set the table, as children look 
on. 

00:06:21 A large group of unidentified Indigenous people walk 
together across the yard, singing and drumming, as 
others look on. 

00:07:14 Unidentified people begin to sit in the shade, as more 
unidentified people continue to arrive. Everyone is 
waiting for all the dancers to arrive to begin the 
ceremony.   

00:08:22 A group of unidentified attendees, including Barry 
Ngakyanwokka, in red sarongs move into position to 
begin the ceremony.  

00:10:18 End. 
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FC00553_39 / DAC0000436_100 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Rose [no surname mentioned], unidentified 
Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies, Dance - Ceremonial, 
Food - Preparation, Food Preparation - Cooking - Meat 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 A large group of unidentified people gather around 

Geraldine Kawangka's house and are standing on the 
balcony.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:55 Shot of unidentified people walking through the house 
and down the stairs through the palm fronds.  

 

00:02:33 Geraldine, Rose and other unidentified people gather 
underneath the house to watch the singing and dancing 
that ensues from the different family groups related to 
Geraldine’s husband. 

00:03:03 Shot of unidentified male dancers in red sarongs 
preparing to begin their performance. Unidentified 
women stand in the crowd, holding radio/cassette 
players.  

00:04:11 The unidentified dancers in red sarongs begin 
performing.  

00:04:51 Unidentified dancers from another group emerge from 
the trees to also perform.  

00:07:28 A group of Indigenous men and women (Wingilam  
group[?]) containing Geraldine’s brother, begins to sing 
and dance. He is holds a bonefish, her totem.  

00:09:45 Four unidentified men begin uncovering the food on 
the fire pit. Another group, related to Geraldine’s 
husband by marriage, commence their dance. 

00:11:11 End 
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FC00553_42 / DAC0000436_103 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of a large group of unidentified Indigenous 

people walking together across the yard, singing and 
drumming, as others look on. Geraldine Kawangka 
walks with the group of people singing and dancing, as 
they all circle around the house and congregate nearby.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:02:15 Geraldine’s cousin [no name mentioned] from Weipa, 
gives a eulogy for Geraldine’s husband and then the 
attendees sing Shall We Gather at the River? As lead by 
Geraldine’s cousin. The camera pans across to show 
the crowd listening.  

 

00:05:49 A group of unidentified attendees, including Barry 
Ngakyanwokka, Benny and Geraldine's son, in red 
sarongs begin to sing, drum and dance.  

00:08:48 Geraldine Kawangka and the crowd of attendees move 
up the steps and through Geraldine’s house. 

00:11:16 End. 
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FC00553_44 / DAC0000436_105 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Rose [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial, Food - Preparation, Food Preparation - 
Cooking - Meat 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of label: AUR HOUSE Roll 22 Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 
00:00:11 Unidentified attendees slowly move toward the 

ceremony grounds. Three unidentified men remove the 
paper bark and rocks from the fire pit.  

 

00:00:52 A group of unidentified Indigenous men including 
Barry Ngakyanwokka, appear in red sarongs and dance, 
sing and drum across the yard.  

00:01:51 Rose and other unidentified people move a long chair 
and take their seats. Geraldine Kawangka joins them. 
Geraldine's cousin takes photos.  

00:02:48 Rose positions two unidentified Indigenous children 
for a photograph by Geraldine’s cousin. 

00:03:15 Geraldine Kawangka and Winifred cross the yard and 
approach one of Geraldine’s sons, who is dancing. 
They anoint her son with a white powder then kneels 
in front of him. An unidentified Indigenous woman 
also anoints several other unidentified men with the 
powder. 

00:06:17 Unidentified men play drums. A group of unidentifed 
women, including Rose and Geraldine's cousin, start 
placing biscuits and lollies on the table.  

00:07:37 Overhead shot of the crowd, showing the dance 
grounds and a long table. Unidentified women set the 
table, as unidentified children look on. The camera 
pans to the ominous storm clouds overhead. Rains 
starts pouring down, as everyone heads for cover. 
Unidentified children play in the rain.    

00:07:56 Shot of the dance group in red sarongs preparing and 
beginning to dance, while a group of unidentified 
people start placing food on the table. A group of 
unidentified men and women start removing the meat 
from the fire pit.  
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00:10:38 Unidentified attendees fix themselves a plate of food as 
the wind picks up and it starts raining. 

00:11:09 End. 
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FC00553_45 / DAC0000436_106 

Performer/speaker(s): Rose [no surname mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women 
and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Multiple shots of torrential rainfall on the lighting 

cords and decorations, as unidentified people take 
cover underneath the house and on the balcony.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:04:44 Many unidentified people, including Rose attempt to 
stay dry as they make their way across the yard.  

 

00:08:12 Shots of unidentified children playing in the rain and 
with rain soaked decorations.  

00:11:10 End. 
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FC00553_47 / DAC0000436_108 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Rose [no surname 
mentioned], Rhonda [no surname mentioned], Ina [no surname 
mentioned], Colleen [no surname mentioned], Mavis [no surname 
mentioned], Benny [no surname mentioned], unidentified Indigenous 
men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shot of underneath a house, unidentified Indigenous 

women serve up food to the crowd. Unidentified 
people sit, eat and talk underneath the house. Rose and 
Barry Ngakyanwokka can be seen.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:03:30 Geraldine Kawangka sits with other unidentified 
people under the house.  

 

00:04:50 Barry Ngakyanwokka stands outside, talking to 
unidentified people, including a man [possibly Benny - 
picture is quite dark]. 

00:06:03 Geraldine Kawangka's five daughters (Rose, Rhonda, 
Ina, Colleen, Mavis), stand next to each other and 
dance. They are all wearing raffia skirts, similar t-shirts 
and floral wreaths. 

00:09:41 An unidentified non-Indigenous woman takes 
photographs of Geraldine’s daughters together. They 
hold a banner stating Home Sweet Home Aurukun. 
Geraldine's son also takes a photograph of the women. 
A brief shot of a young man wearing the same shirt as 
the girls that says 'Nathaniel'.  

00:11:06 End. 
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FC00553_49 / DAC0000436_110 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial, Dance - Recreational - Corroboree 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Shots of Geraldine Kawangka as she sits with 

unidentified people, including two young girls wearing 
yellow T-shirts with the names (Daphne and Colleen) 
on them.  

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:02:00 Shot of an unidentified group of people, including 
Barry Ngakyanwokka and Geraldine's cousin, playing 
musical instruments and dancing. 

 

00:04:27 An unidentified group of Indigenous people, including 
Barry Ngakyanwokka and Benny perform another 
dance as other unidentified people watch on. 

00:06:27 An unidentified group of Indigenous people, including 
Barry Ngakyanwokka, Geraldine's daughters and 
cousin clap and practice a corroboree dance (shake-a-leg) 
underneath the house.  

00:11:09 End. 
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FC00553_51 / DAC0000436_112 

Performer/speaker(s): Unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Opening shot of Geraldine Kawangka's house. Shot 

moves in closer to the verandah.  
Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:01:11 Shot of three unidentified small children playing 
outside.  

 

00:02:38 An unidentified Indigenous man and woman carry 
bushels of ironwood branches along a dirt path, as 
Geraldine and another unidentified woman follow. 
Geraldine enters her home and opens the louvre 
windows. 

00:04:17 An unidentified man and woman light the ironwood in 
a tub and carry around the exterior of the house. 

00:07:22 End. 
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FC00553_53 / DAC0000436_114 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, unidentified Indigenous men and women 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Opening shot of an unidentified man and woman 

carrying the smoking tub of iron wood up the stairs 
and through the house room by room. Geraldine 
Kawangka and others watch on. 

Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:03:54 Geraldine Kawangka walks around the house tidying 
up, before appearing to have a conversation with 
someone behind the camera. The conversation later 
moves outside.  

 

00:11:07 End. 
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FC00553_54 / DAC0000436_115 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, unidentified Indigenous men, women and 
children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Opening shot is dark and out of focus. Label reading 

'ROLL 28"? 
Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:08 Geraldine Kawangka stands with a group of 
unidentified people at the air strip. 

 

00:02:14 The group farewells a unidentified woman who leaves 
to board the plane. The group waves as the plane 
departs.  

00:03:49 An unidentified man and four unidentified women 
stand in front of Geraldine Kawangka's house talking 
or singing, while another unidentified group (including 
Gerladine) watches on from underneath the house.  

00:06:18 The man and four women light a tub of iron bark 
branches which starts smoking. unidentified people 
take turns walking through the smoke. Geraldine and 
her children can be seen in the shot.  

00:11:12 End. 
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FC00553_55 / DAC0000436_116 

Performer/speaker(s): None 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Opening shot of label reading 'AUR - HOUSE ROLL 

29' 
Aurukun, Cape York 
Peninsula, QLD 

00:00:09 Shot of smoke blowing past/through the louvre 
windows of Geraldine Kawangka's house. 

00:01:19 End. 
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FC00553_57 / DAC0000436_118 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Rose [no surname 
mentioned], Winifred [no surname mentioned], Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Dance - Ceremonial 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Film count down. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 00:00:22 Close up shot of a rotating sprinkler. 
00:00:29 An unidentified man mows the lawn. 
00:00:35 Shot of a house, with a rotating sprinkler in the 

foreground.  
00:00:52 Shot of Geraldine Kawangka's house. 
00:01:02 Three unidentified men lay grass clippings at the base 

of a tree, carry a bundle of clippings across the yard, 
and rake up leaf debris.  

00:01:23 Close up shot of an unidentified Indigenous woman’s 
hands weaving crepe paper into garlands.  

00:01:27 A group of unidentified Indigenous women, sit 
together creating crepe paper decorations. They watch 
two unidentified men erect a pole in the background of 
the shot and then the camera returns to the group as 
they continue to create crepe paper decorations.  

00:02:28 Shot of a plane landing and coming to a halt. A green 
car pulls up nearby and three unidentified men, 
including Barry Ngakyanwokka emerge. Rose and 
Winifred stand nearby the car as boxes and bags of 
food are loaded into the boot.  

00:03:16 Rose, Winifred and three other unidentified Indigenous 
women walk along a dirt path, carrying children and 
shopping bags towards a house.  They join a group of 
other unidentified Indigenous people, including Barry 
Ngakyanwokka. They speak with members of the 
group, then pick up a box and carry it to underneath 
the house. 

00:04:48 Shot of Benny driving a tractor across the yard, while 
an unidentified Indigenous man stands on the back 
leveller attachment. An unidentified child joins Benny 
at the front of the tractor, he continues onwards. The 
tractor pulls to a halt, and Benny and the other 
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unidentified man adjust the leveller then continue on. 
00:06:11 Blank. 
00:06:13 Shot of a Bush Pilots Airways plane landing and pulling 

to a halt. Geraldine Kawangka emerges from the plane 
and is greeted by a group of unidentified Indigenous 
women and children.  

00:06:52 Shot of Geraldine Kawangka as she takes a seat 
underneath the house, surrounded by unidentified 
Indigenous people. She speaks with one of her cousins 
(?).   

00:07:57 A group of a dozen or more unidentified Indigenous 
women walk together across the yard and up the steps 
into the house, carrying boxes and bags.  

00:08:37 Three unidentified Indigenous women stand together, 
smoking cigarettes. Barry Ngakyanwokka appears 
briefly on the screen as he walks by. 

00:08:58 Three unidentified Indigenous women begin to dance, 
as another unidentified Indigenous woman approaches 
them and passes by, clearly in distress. The camera 
follows the unidentified woman as she approaches 
Geraldine Kawangka, embraces her and places her 
head on Geraldine’s lap, as other women and children 
sit nearby. 

00:10:08 The camera pans back to the three unidentified 
Indigenous women, still dancing, then returns to the 
unidentified woman resting her head on Geraldine’s 
lap. 

00:11:06 Shot of a group of unidentified Indigenous women and 
children sitting underneath the house. Barry 
Ngakyanwokka sits in the middle ground, near a green 
car. There is a brief close up shot of Barry 
Ngakyanwokka smoking a cigarette, before the camera 
returns to the seated group, where Geraldine now sits. 

00:11:53 Groups of unidentified Indigenous people walk across 
the yard.  

00:12:06 A young man in the foreground strums a guitar, as 
everyone moves to stand in a line. Geraldine Kawangka 
and Benny (?) are followed by relatives as they 
approach the line of people, holding a tub of sugar, 
flour and tea between them. They place the tub at the 
feet of an unidentified individual at the head of the line, 
pause briefly then move the tub down the line, person 
by person.  

00:13:37 When Geraldine reaches Barry Ngakyanwokka, he 
embraces her and weeps. Close up shots show other 
unidentified individuals in the line wiping tears from 
their faces.  

00:14:44 The camera pans back to Geraldine, who walks back 
towards the house, accompanied by her relatives.  

00:15:13 Unidentified Indigenous children play and chase one 
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another across the yard. 
00:15:21 End. 
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FC00553_58 / DAC0000436_119 

Performer/speaker(s): Geraldine Kawangka, Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny [no surname 
mentioned], unidentified Indigenous men, women and children 

Subject keywords: Religion - After death beliefs, Death - Beliefs, Cultural protocols - 
Mourning, Ceremonies - Smoking ceremonies, Dance - Ceremonial, 
Dance - Recreational - Corroboree 

Language/people: Wik people (Qld SD54) 

Places: Aurukun (Qld NW Cape York SD54-07),  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 

Recording quality: Good; No Sound 

Date of recording: 1980 

 
Timing point Description Place of recording 
00:00:00 Head leader count down. Aurukun, Cape York 

Peninsula, QLD 00:00:11 Scene opens to two unidentified Indigenous children 
playing outside. Three unidentified Indigenous men 
string rope up between wooden poles. 

00:00:26 A group of unidentified Indigenous men dig a hole for 
the fire pit near a red ute and unidentified Indigenous 
children pick red flowers and branches from a tree. 

00:00:55 A group of unidentified Indigenous people congregate 
in the background undercover, rehearsing parts of a 
dance. Barry Ngakyankwokka, Benny and several 
unidentified Indigenous men (some holding drums) sit 
under a tree and speak to the dancers. The men resume 
the dance. 

00:03:07 Unidentified Indigenous women and children hang 
paper garlands along the edge of the verandah of 
Geraldine's house and two unidentified Indigenous 
men assist with palm leaf decorations. Further 
decoration and lighting is set up. 

00:03:55 Several unidentified Indigenous women sit in a group 
and construct brightly-coloured raffia skirts. Camera 
briefly focusses on Geraldine Kawangka, who is sitting 
nearby. Other unidentified Indigenous women dance 
nearby.  

00:05:20 An unidentified Indigenous woman inflates and hangs 
balloons, with the assistance of unidentified children 
nearby. 

00:05:45 Shot of the house and garden. Trees sway in the wind, 
and a group of unidentified Indigenous women dance, 
while two dogs play on the lawn. 

00:07:08 Geraldine Kawangka and an unidentified Indigenous 
woman sit under the house, wiring together bouquets 
of flowers.  

00:07:32 A large group of unidentified Indigenous people arrive 
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for the ceremony. Two unidentified Indigenous men 
lay out blankets on the ground, several unidentified 
Indigenous women and children sit on another.  

00:07:53 Several unidentified Indigenous women lay out plastic 
cutlery and glassware on an outdoor table. 

00:08:10 A large group of unidentified Indigenous people, 
including Geraldine Kawangka, walk across the grass 
towards the house. 

00:09:17 Head and shoulders shot of Geraldine Kawangka’s 
female cousin (name not mentioned) speaking. A large 
group of unidentified Indigenous people listen on. The 
camera pans across the crowd. 

00:10:55 A group of unidentified Indigenous men, including 
Barry Ngakyankwokka, wearing red sarongs and some 
in grass skirts begin to dance.  

00:12:00 A large group of unidentified Indigenous people file 
their way up the steps of the house, and make their way 
through the house and out the back door. Unidentified 
women and children mill about, watching. 

00:12:57 The group of unidentified men wearing red sarongs 
and grass skirts are joined by other unidentified men 
and commence another dance. Another unidentified 
group of several Indigenous men and women begin 
another dance. The men wear feathered headdresses.  

00:14:02 Shot of two unidentified Indigenous women holding 
large cassette players. The camera pans across the 
crowd of Indigenous people watching on, then returns 
to the dancers.  

00:15:15 A further group of several unidentified Indigenous 
men with painted bodies and wearing feathered 
headdresses, along with several unidentified Indigenous 
women begin to dance. One of the men holds a 
bonefish in his hands.  A group of unidentified 
Indigenous women and children look on.  

00:16:54 A further group of unidentified Indigenous men, 
women and children perform a brief dance.  

00:17:21 Three unidentified Indigenous men walk along, 
drumming. They are followed by several unidentified 
Indigenous men shaking seed rattles. A group of 
unidentified women and children look on, while an 
unidentified Indigenous woman assists two 
unidentified Indigenous children.  

00:18:05 Head and shoulders shot of Geraldine Kawangka’s 
female cousin (name not mentioned) taking a 
photograph.  

00:18:09 The camera follows Geraldine Kawangka and an 
unidentified Indigenous woman as they walk past a 
table and approach Geraldine Kawangka’s son. 
Geraldine anoints his feet and shoulders with a white 
powder. Unidentified Indigenous men dance in the 
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background and her son joins them. An unidentified 
Indigenous female anoints several of the dancers with 
powder in a similar fashion.  

00:19:12 Overhead shot of the proceedings, showing the 
unidentified Indigenous attendees. Unidentified 
Indigenous women set the tables, while children look 
on. The camera pans to the storm clouds overhead. It 
begins to rain, and attendees seek cover, while children 
play in the rain.  

00:21:08 End of reel. 
00:21:13 Several unidentified Indigenous women stand around a 

table, serving out plates of food. Unidentified 
Indigenous attendees sit, eat and talk.  

00:21:50 Geraldine Kawangka’s son photographs Geraldine’s 
daughters. Unidentified Indigenous attendees sit, 
smoke, talk and dance. 

00:23:32 End of roll.  
00:23:34 Geraldine Kawangka, two other unidentified 

Indigenous women and one unidentified Indigenous 
man carry bushels of ironwood branches along a dirt 
path. Geraldine Kawangka walks up the steps and into 
her house, while the others prepare the ironwood for 
smoking.  

00:24:43 A group of unidentified Indigenous women shelter 
under the house. The ironwood branches continue to 
burn as they all look on. One of the unidentified 
Indigenous women and the unidentified Indigenous 
man carry the basket of smoking ironwood leaves 
through the house, as Geraldine and others look on. 
Shot of an outdoor window with smoke rising up. 

00:26:15 A group of unidentified Indigenous women shelter 
under the house and watch a performance by three 
unidentified Indigenous women.  The ironwood 
branches continue to burn as they all look on. Several 
Indigenous individuals walk through the stream of 
smoke.  

00:28:03 Shot of part of the house with crepe paper garlands 
hanging from the verandah roof. 

00:28:21 Head and shoulders shot of Geraldine Kawangka. 
00:28:26 End. 
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