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COLLECTION SUMMARY

Creator: Neil McGarvie

Title: Papers of Neil McGarvie

Collection no: MS 4127

Date range: 1977-1986

Extent: 0.09 metres (1 box) + 1 timber drawing model metres

Repository Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
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CULTURAL SENSITIVITY STATEMENT

It is a condition of use of this finding aid, and of the collection described in it, that users ensure that 
any use of the information contained in it is sympathetic to the views and sensitivities of relevant 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  This includes: 

Language 

Users are warned that this finding aid may contain words and descriptions which may be culturally 
sensitive and which might not normally be used in certain public or community contexts.  Terms 
and descriptions which reflect the author's attitude, or that of the period in which the manuscript 
was written, and which may be considered inappropriate today in some circumstances, may also 
be used.

Deceased persons 
Users of  this finding aid should be aware that,  in some Aboriginal  and Torres Strait  Islander 
Communities,  seeing images of  deceased persons in photographs,  film and books or  hearing 
them in  recordings  etc.  may cause  sadness  or  distress  and,  in  some  cases,  offend  against 
strongly held cultural prohibitions.
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ACCESS TO COLLECTION

Access and use conditions

Material is available to be read.  Whole item may be copied for private study and/or published with 
acknowledgement [R1 C1a]
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Copying and quotation

Copying of, and quoting from, unpublished material is subject to the conditions stated above by 
the Depositor  of  the manuscripts but are also subject to copyright  restrictions.  The  Copyright 
Statement on our manuscripts page contains further information.  Where material is copied or 
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quoted the source of the material must be acknowledged.

Obtaining access, copying and quotation permissions

In cases where these permissions are required they must be obtained in writing and must be 
signed.  For material where the Depositor  is not the Copyright  holder the Copyright  Act 1968 
applies.

Email Library  Staff  or  telephone  them  on  +61  2  6246  1182  for  assistance  in  obtaining 
permissions.

Preferred citation

Items from this collection should be cited as [Title or description of manuscript item], Papers of 
Neil  McGarvie,  Australian  Institute  of  Aboriginal  and Torres Strait  Islander  Studies,  MS 4127, 
Series [no.], Folder or Item [no.]

Inter-Library Loan

Manuscripts are not available on Inter-Library loan.
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COLLECTION OVERVIEW

Scope and content note

The collection consists of unpublished papers, nearly all written by Neil McGarvie.  

The papers relate to Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education.  Included is a 
historical outline of Indigenous education from 1965 to 1985 and of Presbyterian Missions in North 
Queensland,  information  on teacher  preparation,  a  report  on  policy  aspects  of  assimilation  in 
secondary schools and material on teaching manual arts. 
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Provenance

Neil McGarvie donated the collection to the Institute in May 2000. 

Material separated from collection

Most of the donation consisted of printed material which has been added to the Library's book 
collection

Arrangement of collection

The original order of the papers retained.

Related material
For  a  complete  listing  of  the  McGarvie  material  held  by  the  Institute  see  the  Mura  ®   online   
catalogue.  To access any audiovisual material contact the Audiovisual Archives.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

After leaving Victoria in the mid 1960s Neil J. McGarvie became a manual arts teacher, and later 
an advisory teacher, for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander manual arts, with the Queensland 
Department  of  Education  from,  1978  until  about  1985.   He  was  appointed  the  first  Principal 
Education Officer of the Aboriginal and Islander Education Branch of the Queensland Department 
of Education in the late 1980s.

Back to top

DESCRIPTIONS

Item
1 'Teaching in the Cape and Gulf',  a brochure about schools,  accommodation,  school 

activities,  culture  etc.  for  prospective  teachers  in  the  schools  in  the  Aboriginal  and 
Torres Strait Islander communities in North Queensland, 1980.  Three copies

2 'Queensland Aboriginal & Islander education - time line' covering some events, with an 
emphasis on the Queensland Education Department, for the period 1967-85

3 Schematic  diagram  of  Aboriginal/Torres  Strait  Islander  education  in  Queensland, 
covering 1967 to 1985

4 'Retention by a policy of assimilation: report on policy aspects of secondary schooling 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in Queensland schools'  Written for a 
MEd at James Cook University, 1986

5 'Manual arts  resource sheets for  upper primary and years 8,  9 & 10',  prepared for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Schools, 1978-85

6 'Manual arts in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Schools in North 
Queensland', prepared for a seminar in Cairns in July 1977

7 'Manual arts and the teacher in the Aboriginal/Torres Strait Island Community schools: 
rationale, strategies for the subject area and for the teacher, personally', a paper used 
for a seminar in Cairns, July 1977

8a-c 'Introductory graphics worksheets for year 8 Aboriginal and Island Community Schools, 
1979, accompanying 'Teacher's notes'  (See also 13)

9 'The process of learning and teaching', prepared to assist teaching of Manual Arts in 
the secondary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community schools, 1984

10 'The Aboriginal/Torres Strait Island student and manual arts in Queensland secondary 
schools', 1985

11 'Individual Reading Project A/B: research project on the history of Presbyterian Mission 
establishment and development in North Queensland',  submitted as fulfillment of the 
requirements in G.D.A.E - substitute alternative subjects for exemption from Aboriginal 
Studies  units,  Townsville  CAE  (now  James  Cook  University)  November  1977. 
Photocopy

12 'Secondary education for Aborigines in North Queensland',  by M. Valadian and A.E. 
Randell.  Comments on discussions with five Aboriginal communities on a 1996 visit to 
North Queensland Aboriginal  Communities to consult  on the provision of  secondary 
education.   The consultation  was  part  of  a  review that  resulted  in  the  decision  to 
establish  Secondary  Departments  in  Aboriginal  and  Torres  Strait  Islander 
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Item
Communities.   An  extensive  building  program  was  subsequently  initiated.   The 
alternative was for students to continue to attend boarding school at places such as 
Charters Towers.

13 Three students' drawing models, made of timber, to accompany 'Introductory graphics 
worksheets for year 8 Aboriginal and Island Community Schools, 1979

14 Letter  from  McGarvie,  including  'Resources  donated  by  Neil  McGarvie,  May 2000' 
dated 17 May 2000
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Finding aid compiled by J.E. Churches, January 2002.  Minor update by J.E. Churches, June 2008
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