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Collection Summary 

Collection no: MS 5351 

Title: Papers of Brian Walsh 

Creator: Walsh, Brian 

Date range: 1983 – 1986 

Extent: 0.64 linear metres (1 x Type 1 archival box + 1 folder in 
Manuscript Plan Cabinet) 

Repository: Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Studies 

Reference code: MAR 10/030 

Cultural Sensitivity Statement 

Use of the material 
When using this finding aid, and the collection described within it, clients are encouraged 
to be mindful and sensitive to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples; particularly 
with regard to the use of this material. This includes:     

Language 
This finding aid and collection may contain words and descriptions which may be 
culturally inappropriate and insensitive. The language used in this collection may not 
normally be used in certain public or community contexts. Clients may encounter terms 
and descriptions, which reflect the author’s attitude or that of the period in which the 
manuscript was written, that may be considered inappropriate today. 

Deceased persons 
Clients using this finding aid should be aware that in some Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities, hearing recordings, seeing images or the names of deceased 
persons may cause sadness or distress and in some cases, offend against strongly held 
cultural beliefs. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Content  

Country  
Kimberley area (WA SD51, SD52, SE51, SE52) 
Northeast Queensland (NE Qld SE55) 
North west Cape York (Qld SD54)  
South West Western Australia (SW WA SH50, SI50)  
Torres Strait Islands (Qld TSI SC54, SC55-05) 
Urapunga map area (NT Top End Roper SD53-10) 
Yuendumu (South Central NT SF52-12) 

Collection Overview 

Scope and contents note 
The collection relates to the consultancy work completed by Brian Walsh, through his 
communications consultancy firm Brian Walsh & Associates. He was commissioned by 
AUSSAT Pty Ltd (Australian Communication Satellite system) to conduct a study to 
determine the feasibility of the use of AUSSAT by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, particularly throughout remote Australia. 

The collection includes a three part feasibility study regarding this topic; a progress 
report; consultatory paperwork with the Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association 
(CAAMA); maps and figures of existing and proposed terrestrial telecommunications 
stations, satellite ground links and AUSSAT uplinks in relation to these communities; 
projection of impact AUSSAT would have on these communities. 

Provenance 
Collection of unknown provenance. Registration number MAR10/030 denotes the 
material was deposited with AIATSIS in 2010 with the deposit most likely made by Brian 
Walsh. 

Material separated from the collection 
No material has been separated from this collection.  

Related material 
B B849.16/A1 Aboriginal use of AUSSAT: a feasibility study for AUSSAT Pty Ltd 1984 
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For a complete list of works by Brian Walsh held by the Library, and for other related 
material consult Mura®, the AIATSIS catalogue. 

For access to Audio / Visual material please go to the ‘Contact us’ page on the AIATSIS 
website at aiatsis.gov.au or phone (02) 6246 1111 

Important: Before clicking on the links to the catalogue entries please read our sensitivity 
message found on the ‘Search the Collection’ page on the AIATSIS website at 
aiatsis.gov.au 

Access to the Collection 

Access conditions for this collection 
Open access – reading. Open copying, closed quotation. 

Access and use conditions - further information 
Clients are advised that the collection materials listed in this finding aid may be subject 
to particular access and use conditions required by Indigenous communities and/or 
depositors. Materials are provided for private study and use, in accordance with the 
Copyright Act 1968, Section 51 if they have been digitised. AIATSIS Manuscripts are not 
available for Inter-library loan, however they may be available via document supply, 
subject to access conditions.  

Permission may need to be sought prior to access being granted. In cases where 
permissions are required please contact Collections staff for further information: Email 
Collections staff at collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or telephone +61 2 6246 1182. 

Copying and quotation 
Copying of, and quoting from, unpublished material may be subject to the conditions 
determined by Indigenous communities and/or depositors of the manuscripts. In 
accordance with the Copyright Act 1968, Section 51, materials are only provided for 
private study and use.   

Obtaining access, copying and quotation permissions 
In cases where these permissions are required they must be obtained in writing and 
must be signed. Please contact collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or telephone +61 2 
6246 1182. 

Although Manuscripts are not available on Inter-library loan, they may be available via 
document supply, subject to access conditions, if they are already digitised. 

https://iats.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/external
https://aiatsis.gov.au/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/
http://www6.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133/s51.html
mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.gu
http://www6.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133/s51.html
mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.gu
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Preferred citation  
Items from this collection should be cited as: Title or description of manuscript item, 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS Number, Series 
Number, Subseries Number, Item or Folder Number. 

For example: 

Master Map and Figure pages, Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
 Islander Studies, MS 5351, Series 1, Folder 6. 

Biographical history note 
Brian Walsh, (B.A. Comms), has been extensively involved in the Australian media world 
for over 40 years. Walsh started his career in television but has also been employed in 
radio and consultancy work. Since 1995, he has worked for the Australian branch of the 
Foxtel Group. 

In 1984 Walsh, through his communications consultancy firm Brian Walsh & Associates, 
was commissioned to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Island use of AUSSAT.  

References 

Gaffney, Ellie 1989 ‘Somebody Now: The Autobiography of Ellie Gaffney, a woman of 
Torres Strait.’ Reproduced excerpt ‘Media in the Torres Strait’ pp.72-83, viewed 6 
February 2023, <https://www.tsima4mw.org.au/history/> 

‘Brian Walsh’ n.d., viewed 6 February 2023, <https://tedxsydney.com/contributor/brian-
walsh/> 

Archivist’s note 
The description of this collection has been transcribed and/or devised from the 
information on the material provided by the donor. 

Series 1, 1983-1986 

Folder 

MS 5351/1/1 Aboriginal use of AUSSAT, Vol 1. 1984. 

Feasibility study for AUSSAT Pty Ltd 1984, Brian Walsh & 
Associates. Unbound typescript volume 153pp. 

https://www.tsima4mw.org.au/history/%3e
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MS 5351/1/2 Aboriginal use of AUSSAT, Vol 2. 1984. 

Feasibility study for AUSSAT Pty Ltd 1984, Brian Walsh & 
Associates. Unbound typescript volume 143pp. 

MS 5351/1/3 Aboriginal use of AUSSAT, Vol 3. 1984. 

Feasibility study for AUSSAT Pty Ltd 1984, Brian Walsh & 
Associates. Unbound typescript volume 95pp. 

MS 5351/1/4  Progress Report to AUSSAT. November 1983. 

Table of contents: Summary, Naiba Conference, Brian Walsh and 
 Associates Pty Ltd. Bound typescript 18pp. 

MS 5351/1/5  CAAMA : TV Feasibility Study. July 1983. 

Consultation regarding Central Australian Aboriginal Media  
 Association television feasibility. Unbound typescript (100pp);  
 Appendices & newspaper clipping regarding feasibility study. 

MS 5351/1/6  Master map and figure pages. No date. 

Maps showing Aboriginal communities in relation to existing and 
 proposed terrestrial telecommunications stations, satellite  
 groundlinks and AUSSAT uplinks. Master map, maps of Torres  
 Strait, North Queensland, North section of Northern Territory;  
 Pitjantjatjara Lands; Kimberley Region; South-Western Australia; 
 Central Australia; Yuendumu; Urapuntja Council Communities. 

MS 5351/1/7a  AUSSAT community impact projection. c.1984 - 1986. 

Indicative impact of AUSSAT on Aboriginal broadcasting and  
 interactive services through various communities Australia-wide. 
 Diagrams, list of communities.  

MS 5351/1/7b  Master figure page demonstration. 

Box List 
Series Folder / Item Box 

1 1-7a 1 

1 7b Manuscript Plan Cabinet 
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