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Collection Summary 

Collection no:  MS 1136 

Title:    AIAS Ethnographic Film Conference 1978 

Creator:   Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies (AIAS) 

Date range:  1976– 1979 

Extent   0.42 linear metres ( 2 x Type 1 Archival boxes and 1 x  
    Phamplet box) 

Repository:  Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
    Studies 

 

Cultural Sensitivity Statement 

Use of the material 

When using this finding aid, and the collection described within it, clients are encouraged 
to be mindful and sensitive to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, particularly 
with regard to the use of this material. This includes:  

Language 

This finding aid and collection may contain words and descriptions which may be 
culturally inappropriate and insensitive. The language used in this collection may not 
normally be used in certain public or community contexts. Clients may encounter terms 
and descriptions, which reflect the author’s attitude or that of the period in which the 
manuscript was written, that may be considered inappropriate today.  

Deceased persons 

Clients using this finding aid should be aware that in some Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities, hearing recordings, seeing images of the names deceased persons 
may cause sadness, or distress and in some cases, offend against strongly held cultural 
beliefs.  
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Content 

People & Organisations 

Includes Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, family or organisations that are 
associated with this collection) individuals or groups who have contributes to, performed 
in, or are mentioned within this collection). Please note that there may be additional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people or groups that are not included in this 
Finding Aid, as they have not been identified. If you can provide further information to 
AIATSIS regarding this, please contact us at collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or 
telephone +61 2 6246 1182 

Country  

Canberra (ACT SI55-16) 

Collection Overview 

Scope and Contents note  

The collection comprises of material relating to the AIAS Ethnographic Film Conference, 
that took place in Canberra 12-19 May 1978 and includes: correspondence such as 
original handwritten letters, photocopies of letters, emails, and telegram messages; draft 
outlines of conference program; presentation proposals; lists of guest names and contact 
information; list of films; submission forms for films; meetings, budget, and funding 
records.   

Provenance 

Documentation produced by the AIAS Film Unit.     

Material separated from the collection 

No material has been separated from this collection. 

 

Related material  

For a complete list of works by INSERT NAME held by the library, and for other related 
material consult Mura®, the AIATSIS catalogue. 

For access to Audio / Visual material please go to the ‘Contact us’ page on the AIATSIS 
website at aiatsis.gov.au or phone (02) 6246 1111 

mailto:collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au
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Important: Before clicking on the links to the catalogue entries please read our sensitivity 
message found on the ‘Search the Collection’ page on the AIATSIS website at 
aiatsis.gov.au 

 

Access to the Collection 

Access conditions for this collection 

Open access reading. Open copying & quotation. 

Access and use conditions – further information 

Clients are advised that the collection materials listed in this finding aid may be subject 
to particular access and use conditions required by Indigenous communities and/or 
depositors. Materials are provided for private study and use, in accordance with the 
Copyright Act 1968, Section 51 if they have been digitised. AIATSIS Manuscripts are not 
available for Inter-library loan, however they may be available via document supply, 
subject to access conditions. 

Permission may need to be sought prior to access being granted. In cases where 
permissions are required, please contact Collections staff for further information: Email 
Collections staff at collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or telephone +61 2 6246 1182. 

Copying and quotation 

Copying of, and quoting from, unpublished material may be subject to the conditions 
determined by Indigenous communities and/or depositors of the manuscripts. In 
accordance with the Copyright Act 1968, Section 51, materials are only provided for 
private study and use. 

Obtaining access, copying and quotation permission 

In cases where these permissions are required, they must be obtained in writing and 
must be signed. Please contact collectionenquiry@aiatsis.gov.au or telephone +61 2 
6246 1182. 

Although Manuscripts are not available on Inter-library loan, they may be available via 
document supply, subject to access conditions, if they are already digitised. 

Preferred citation 

Items from this collection should be cited as: Title or description of manuscript item, 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS Number, Series 
Number, Subseries Number, Item or Folder Number. 
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For example:  

Draft program of conference, AIAS Ethnographic Film Conference, Australian 
 Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, MS 1136, Series 1, 
 Item 2.  

Archivists note 

Further records relating to the AIAS 1978 Ethnographic Film Conference, were located by 
AIATSIS audiovisual staff, and added to MS 1136 in October 2023. The folder titles are 
transcribed from the information on the original folders provided. 

 

Series Description 
This series comprise a variation of working and administration documents relating to the 
1978 AIAS Ethnographic Film Conference.  

Series 1, Ethnographic Film Conference. 1978 

Folder/Item 

MS 1136/1/1 1975 – 1978. 

Photocopy of final program of conference; Conference Minutes; List of 

participants; Various papers presented at the conference  

 

MS 1136/1/2 UNESCO Round Table Conference on the Ethnographic Film. 1982 – 1978. 

Correspondence; Draft program of conference; Meeting agenda; Report of 

meeting; Handwritten notes.  

  

MS 1136/1/3 
 

Ethnographic Film Conference – Miscellaneous. 1906 – 1979. 

Correspondence; List of names and contacts; Draft program for conference; 

Newspaper articles; Article of conference (Does this mean an article about 

the conference?); Papers relating to films presented and their synopsis. 

 

MS 1136/1/4 AIAS Conference 1978 (1 of 2). 1972 – 1997. 

Correspondence; Guest list; Draft program of conference; Handwritten list of 
films, participants, and notes; Application forms to attend conference.  

  

 AIAS Conference 1978 (2 of 2). 1921 – 1978. 

Correspondence; Handwritten notes; Minutes; Submission form; Budget 

balance. 

  

MS 1136/1/5 76/8 Ethnographic Film Conference 1978 List of Participants. 1977 – 1978. 
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Correspondence; Name tags; Caption list; List of names and contact 

information. 

 

Films – Requests for Possible Screening – Ethno Film Conf. 1972 -1978. 

Correspondence; List of films and synopsis; Film request slip; Submission 

forms; News article; Delivery slip; Registration form; Handwritten notes.  

  

MS 1136/1/6 Films Returned – Ethnographic Film Conference. 1978. 

Compilation of various papers. 

 

 76/8 Ethnographic Film Conference 1978 Transcriptions/tapes. 1976 – 1979. 

Correspondence; Loan slips; Report on workshop; Payment slips; Labels; Issue 

notes; List of tapes. 

 

76/8 Ethnographic Conference 1978 Task Force. 1979 – 1979. 

Correspondence; List of names; Code of ethics; Guidelines; Minutes. 

 

MS 1136/1/7 Film Solicitations – May Conference. 1980 – 1979.  

Correspondence; Request form; List of papers for pre-circulation. 
 
Ethnographic Film Volume – Solicitations of Papers etc. 1977 – 1978. 

Correspondence; Schedule; Handwritten note; Film and videotape 
information sheets; Film booking slip; List of films.  
 

MS 1136/1/8 Ethnographic Film Conference 1978 – Transcriptions. 1978. 

Conference paper Title ‘Social, Documentary and Visual Anthropology’, 
Author Ruby, Jay and Heider, Karl. 
 
No. 21 Richard Chalfen "Home Movies as Cultural Documents”. 1978. 

 
 Conference paper Title ‘Home Movies as Cultural Documents’, Author 
MacDougall, David and Chalfen, Richard 
 
Jorge Preloran Human Documents Rec’d 30/6/78. 1978. 

Conference paper; Titled ‘Human Documents’, Author ‘Preloran, Jorge’. 
 
Mail to David MacDougall. 1978.   

 
Conference paper Title ‘On the Vicissitudes of Self: The Possessed Dance, the 
Magician, the Sorcerer, the Filmmaker and the Ethnographer’, Author Rouch, 
Jean.  
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MS 1136/1/9 M. Dougall. N.d.  

Conference paper Title ‘New Directions in Ethnographic Film’, Author Young, 
Colin. 
 
1978 – 1979.  

Conference papers; Title ‘Stuffing Tribal Australia’, Author Kentish, Duncan; 
Title ‘What will they see?: A Presentation with Film Excerpts and a Discussion 
of their Effect in the Classroom’, Author Hill, Marji and Barlow, Alex; Title 
‘Visual Evidence: Teaching with the Face of Change series’, Author Miller, N, 
Norman. 

Box List  

Series Folder / Item Box 
1 1 1 

2-6 2 

7-9 3 

 

Finding aid compiled by Kaitlen Wellington, October 2023. 
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