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PREFACE.

————

PREFACES arc more frequently matters of form than
sabjecta of utility. The briefer, therefore, the better. AIl
I deem it necessary to say is, that having been in an
extraordinary manner permitted to visit Australia and
New Zeoaland, and that at & time when the utmost excite-
ment prevailed owing to the discovery of the Australian
Gold Fields. T have published the various circumstances
which came under my personal observation.

Everywhere I obtained the means of . trausit by self<
exertion. I left home an invalid, with a faint hope of
surviving the voyage ; but, through the goodness of Divine
Providence, I was permitted to return to my native Iand
in perfect health, '

My travels I have now placed in the handa of the publie,
hoping that they will deal leniently with the imperfeetions
which must necesearily exist in & work written under such

For much of the valuable information contained in the
sighth chapter I am indebted to Mr. W. R, BIREETT, of
‘Workington, and Mr. J. BoNwICE, of Baroondara,. Victoria,
both of whom have been residents in Victoria msny years, .

Brigham, July 14, 1867, JOHN ASKEW.
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND.

CHAPTER 1.

Qmulng Bome—Liverpool-—Scene on board the Aopa—Lying in
the River—First Night on Board—Farting Scenss—Leaving

" Liverpool-~Qut at Sea—Singular Characteri—Henry Howard
Dodds—Fraive God Cooper— M. Webater— Georgs Hoberte—
Meother Gibaon—Thomas Wyld—Bay of. Biscuy—=Sea-Sickness
—~—North East Trades—Appesrance of ths Sea sud Skise—
Amnsemonis—The Doctor—Newspaper-—Smithers the Cook, hi
Conduct and Trial—1n tha Tyopice—Crossing the Line— Sharing
—Night Scenss in the Tropics —Night Scens in the Steerage—
Death end Borial of Captain Roddy—Reunding the Cape—
Amsterdam Island—8qualls and Rainbows—Cape Pigeony—
Whales— Albatrose —-Concerts sud Theatricala—Thunder Storm
~~Kaogaroo Island —Guolf of St Vincsnt—Riding at Anchor—
Scenes in thy Guif—End of the Voyage—Landing at Adeluide.

I au not aware that the writers of voyages and
travels are very minute in deseribing the starting
puints whence they set ount, and which many of
them have made of so much significance by their
extraordinary wanderinga. What little I shall relate
about the place from which I took my departure,
will just be saufficient to convince those who may
peruse this narrative that what I have written is no
fiction,

A



2 AUSTRALIA AND

The quiet village of *Brigham, near Cockermouth,
in Cumberland, (with its venerable churoh, and its
yawning and deeply excavated quarries of lime and
sandstone,) washed by the beautiful river *Derwent
meandering on its serpentine course through rich
meadows and pasture lands, into which a small
brook or rivulet empties ilself to the east of the
old %church, is the place whence I commenced a
journey that terminated in the circumnayigation
of the globe,

In the latter part of the year '1851, I met with
a compenion equally enthusiastic with myself, and
wo detormined to visit that far-off country in the
southern hemisphere, called Australia, Our pre-
parations for the voyage ocoupied a period of more
ihan three months, during which time we built many
an serial castle, and concoeted many a visionary
scheme that were destined to become dim, and finally
to vamish altogether, amid the rongh realities of
active life,

Every village has some partieular spots, around
which tradition and the early associations of boy-
hood and youth have thrown a peculiar charm, and
are always remembered by the country-born with a
degree of veneration which neither time nor place
can destroy. A few days before I ook my departure
from a place which I then believed I sLounld never
see again, I wandered the whole length of the little
brook—stood and gased vpon the old mill and the

oo . s
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distant hills—paid & farewell visit to ‘Nun's Well,
the *Chantry, and the old churchyard; and felt
altogether as melancholy as I well could do, by
recalling the muny pleasing and painful impressions
of my early days, which each of those familiar sites
brought back as if they had been dagnerreotyped
upon the memory by the glorious sunsliine of happy
ohildhood.? .

QOur intentions, at lesst no far as I was conoerned,
were kept a profound aseeref, a mode of procoeding
that I would recommend to all who are about to
emigrate to so distant a place as Australia, to adhere
to as much as possible, Parting scemes, and fare-
wells with friends, only tend to confuse and dis-
hesrten the emigrant, and the avoiding of them
provents him from breaking many promises, which
&t the end of his long voyage, he could neither find
time nor have any inclination to falfil,

On the 4th of Maroh, 1852, wo conveyed onrselves
and owr luggage to the litile station at Brigham,
on the Cockermouth and Workingion Railway, and
were soon traversing space at the rate of twenty
miles an hour, I the direction of Whitehaven,
whence we took the steamer, named after the town,
for Liverpool. Here we were destined to remain
upwards of a month, before we embarked for the
Lard of Gold, and during our sojourn we visited all
the lions and. places of amusement in that metro-
polis of marine industry, and enterprise, and com-

A3
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pletely * used up” all that could be seen of the rare
and curious, A brother of mine joined us here,
and we secured each a berth in the steerage of
the good ship, “* Anna,” belonging to Fielding,
Brothers, of Manchester, Fox of King-street, was
the broker. The * Anna” was a fine ship, upwards
of a thousand fone burden ; North American baild,
—and she had made two very successful voyages
to Melbourne, to which place she was bound again
s third time., On the first of April we had due
notice given to be on board on the fhird, an in-
timation which we promptly attended too. ’

The scene of confusion on board the vessel at
that time baffles descripiion. Boxea and parcels
of every conceivable shape were piled up in all the
different departments allotted to the passengers,
without either order or arrangement. Lumpers
were quarrelling with each other, and with the
passengers, about stowing away the luggage.
Parties were every now and then arriving with
spades and hacks, intended for the diggings. Others,
with tin kegs to hold water in during the voyage;
ome with pannikins and hookpots ; some with coffee
boilers, and other uiensils; and not & few with a
full cargo of the * drive dull care-away” liguid,
whioch they had imbibed in the shape of parting glase-
es with their friends, To heighten this confusion stily
more, & fight took place in the *tween decks with &
passenger and one of the lumpers, abont the stowing
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awsy of a box. During the struggle, the belligerent
parties both went headlong down into the lower
bold, and carried seven or eight others along with
them. This seemed to bring them both to their
senses. The passenger received a black eye in the
struggle, and he suffered the box to be stowed awsy
without any further opposition.

On the 4th the vessel was moved from the Sali-
house dock, where she had been lying, into the river,
where she dropped anchor in the middle of the
stream, nearly opposite the new landing stage, the
disorder being, if possible, worse than on the
previous day. Aiong with fhe passengers were
mixed orange and gingerbread sellers, detectives
and pick-pockets, excursionists from the country,
and sight-seers of all descriptions, with not a few
of the brethren of the blue on special duty.

This state of things continwed till late in the
evening, when the visitors took their departure,
some in boaty, and some in the river steamers, till
not one was left, Night came on, the steamers
ceased to ply acroes the river.” The lights slong
the docks and in {he town burned brightly, and by
midnight nothing was heard upon the deck of the
noble vessel, save the molitary tread of the anchor
watch,— ) '

® Bat within her timbera m:mdnms,
Beat many » heary heart.”

Many of the passengers remained on board, and
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I was awakened several times during the night by
shrieks and groans, from several of them that
ocenpied berths below. This was occasioned by a
feeling of suffocstion that numbers of them experi-
«enced, and others were affectod by the sirangeness
of the place. Sirange, “ passing strange,” it must
have been fo many of them who had been accusto-
med io-clean and well-ventilated homes, There
wore twenty-two of us huddled into a space of ahout
eighteen feet by eight feet, having & space in the
centre of abont six feet by soven, as an entrance
into our berths, This was on the siarboard side of
the ehip, in the 'tween decks, and underneath the
forecastle. The same’ number occupied the port
gide, and they were stowed away in a similar manner.
The number in the sleerage, including the children,
was oighty-four, all stowed away in the manner
above deacribed. There were no dead-lights in the
deck or port-holes in the side of the ship, and the
only light we had in the day-time was from the
hatchway. In the night there were two lamps
lighted, (one of which was subsoribed for by the
passengers) these were hung, one before, and the
other abaft the foremast, On the beams were sus-
ponded pannikins, tin plates, and bags of different
shapes and dimensions, with necessaries for the
voyage: On the floor, boxes were lashed and fastened
over every inch of space that could be occupied.
The place had & odd sickly odour about it. Taken
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aa & whole, it was very Pandemonium like indeed,
and when the lamps began to flicker, grow dim, and
finally expire, as they always did long befors morn-
ing, a sort of Egyptian darkness prevailed for
gome hours ; and for those who were not blest with
very strong norves, it was “a darkness that might
be felt.”

The next day being Sunday, we were visited by
a very superior class of visitors, and among them
were many well-dressed and highly respectable
fomales, who behaved most heroieally in allowing
themselves to bo hoisted out of the boats throngh a
space of aboat thirty feet, in a ohair fitted uwp for
the purpose, and suspended by a tackle from the
mainyard. This was a day of final parting between
sweethearts and wives, and many and bitter were
the tears shed by the beautiful “Lanocashire witches,”
who came to us on that day.

There was no arrangement made yet respecting
our rations; we had, however, a pretty plentifal
supply of salt beef and bisouit served out to us by
the purser, and with tea and other provisions that
we took with us, we managed to fare tolerably well,
This night was passed in equally as unpleasant a
manner a8 the former one, and the first sound I
heard in the morning was the crew singing the well
known anchor song

“ A bundred years ago,”
The massive chain begaz to move through the
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bawse-hole, and was drawn up link by link with the
powerful windlass, till it lay upon the deck many a
fathom. The anchor was soon secured in its place.
The steam-tug which was to tow us out of the river
was alongeide, and the passengers were soon all
on board. Then came the general muster, each
passenger wes called by his or her name, and had
to pass up the ladder and slong ome side of the
poop and down the other. This over, we began to

move down the river, It was a beautiful and clear -

day, and wo passed in rapid succession, dooks and
warahouses, steam-boats with their erowds of pleasure-
geekers, outward and homeward bound ships, and
the battery, and the rock and floating-light ships
soon grew dim in the distance; the top of the cus-
tom-house, and the church steeples dwindled into
mere points, and at last faded entirely from our
view, in the morning mist that hung over the town,
and we were now fairly out af sea. Acts of parlia-
ment—Tules and regulations—were stuck up in each
department of the ship for our guidance. Towards
evening the steam-tug left us, and with square yards
and a ten-knot breeze the shores of old England
gunk from our view, beneath the western wave, and
we saw them no more.

On the next day something like order began to
prevail among us, 'We were formed into messes,
eight in each mess, and provisions for seven days
were served out to us by the purser. Constables
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were appointed to keep order at the Galley, during

the time that our rations were being handed to us

by the cook. One from every mess was appointed

to sweep and clean in all the different departments

for one week—this office was taken by each of us

in furn, till all had served in rotation—then the

same routine commenced again, beginning as at the

first. Magistrates (ss the captain pleased to eall

them) were appointed in each departient, to enforce

the rules, and inflict fines, for disobedience and neg-
lect of duty. Those high officials were elected
once every fortnight by & majority of the passengors
in their several jurisdietions; and many of them

during the brief tenure of their office, conirived by
their domineering conduct, to lay in a stock of un-
popularity for themselves that stuck by them during
the remainder of the voyage; and others by their
kindness and coneiliating conduet were equally as
popular, and were re-elected four or five different
times in succession ; the one in the steerage held
office from the commencement till the termination
of our voyage.

The weather contivned fine, and I had now
time to look about me, and see what kind of society
I was to mingle with for the next three months.
There were 284 passengers of all classes, and with
the crew there were npwards of 300 gouls on board.
Amongst such & number of people, there are always
somie, who by their singular conduet and eccentric

Ab
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habits cange themselves to be made the subjects of
all kinde of practical jokes and annoyances from
the rest of their fellow-passengers, — and the
« Anna” was exoeedingly well sopplied with
characters of this description. In the second cabin
there was a young Scotchman called Henry Howard
Dodds, who was labouring under a temporary
derangement of the mental faculties (poor fellow,
his was a melancholy history, as the sequel wili shew.)
He used to amuse the passengers, by mounting upen
a spar for a rosirnm, and deolaiming upon various
subjocts, in the most incoherent manner imaginable ;
his favourite topie, however, was defining the
character of gentlemen, and on this subject I have
frequently heard him hold forth for nearly an hour,
and he oceupied almost the whole of this time in
repeating a eingle sentence over aud over agsin.
Ho used to commence his subject thus: * Ladies
and gentlemen, youn raust understand, a gentleman
is a goentleman, or in other words, a gentleman
is a gentleman,” changing the emphasis each time
that ho repeated the sentemce, till either himself
or gome of his audience were tfired of the theme,
Some one would them propose that he shonld
sing his favourite song, “ The Whale,” which
he usually did as a wind-up to his performances,
(after producing all sorts of sirange sounds to piteh
the key by) in a voice very much resembling a
sucking-pig in distress. After that, he would recite
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the * Burial of Sir Jokn Moore,” in the same high
note, and with a dramatio action of so ludicrous &
description, that it invariably produced roars of
laughter, and ail sorts of disoordant sounds from
his listeners,—and after thet was done, he would
descend from the spar, and dance the  Highland
Fling,” and on such cocasions he very cften wore a
pair of strong boots, shod with hobnails, which made
his audience keop a sharp Jook out for the safety of
their toes, His dancing consisted of immense leaps,
backwards and forwards, and all soris of eceentrie
and omreular swings, which set at defiance the
rales laid down for the atiainment of that very
healthy and invigorating accomplishment ; ho never
stopped bouncing about the deck, till he was com-
pletely exhansted, and at the conolusion he was
mostly ealuted with three cheers. He would then
go below, and eome up again presently, dressed in
a Highland plaid and Glengarry cap, ard walk
the deck with the air and importanee of a High-
land chief. When the water was served out
to us for the day, he very often presented himself
with half-a-dozen lemonade bottles under each arm,
to hold his allowance, and as each bottle wasz
filled, he tasted i, and put it back agsain nnder
his arm, uneerked,—and every time he stooped the
hottles dizeharged a part of their cortents, till
scarcely apy of the water remained; frequently
some of the mere mischievous of the passengers
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would eonirive to hit the bottle on the botftom,
while he waa holding it up to his head, and send
the whole of its contents over his face. .

In the intermediate, there was another Scotchman,
who went by the name of “ Praise God Cooper.”
Heo was very much addieted to both praying and
getting drunk, and was repeatedly fined by the
magistrate, for the state in which he often appeared
shortly after hiz devotions. His reformation, how-
ever, by fines, seemed hopeless; and one evening
when he waa in this state, the magistrate ordered
hirn to be carried upon deck, and well ducked with
salt water, which was immediately done, and it had
the desired offect. The offence was very rarely
repeated by him again during the voyage,

In the steerage, we had a whole bundle of od-
dities. There was a man of the name of Webster,
from Dundes, who had with him a very fat wife and
four children—the youngest, a fine little boy about
two years of age, was called Wully,—and Mrs,
‘Webater, kept talking to the child almost incessantly,
for the first few days, and saying to the little boy,
“where are yo gane, Wully? Are yo gane to Austra-
lia? Fine conntry, Wully!® This good lady used
to entertain us with an account of all her greatness,
past and present ; and how she had visited and been
visited by all the great folks about Dundes, including
the Dean of Gill, and many other celebrities.

In the same division, along with Webster, and
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family, was & very fat man called George Roberts
and his wife, from Liverpool ; he was ar uncommonly
corpalent man, and gained an unenviable notoriety
by going early to bed, and rising late in the morning,
During the day, he and his wife spent the greatest
part of their time stretched out at full length upen
the deck, near the midships, under the lea of the
longboat : and so fond of sleeping was George,
that he was oalled by univerzal consent, ¢ the sleep-
ing infant.”

In the adjoining berth to Webster, Roberts, and
Co., was'a widow from Liverpool, who went by the
name of Mother Gibson. She had a fino little boy
called George, about three years of age, and for
soveral days she was occupied in telling her mis.
fortunes to other females, and calling after George,
And, “ George, you little rascal, God bless your
little soul,” was repeated by every one in the
steerage, who had the least pretemsion {o imitate
Mother Gibson’s voice.

On the side opposite these was another Liverpool
man and his wife, called Watson. He was a very
respectable mechanic, but his wife quarrelled so
much with other men’s wives in the same depart-
ment, (and on one occasion she threatened to use a
knife to some of them) that they were both obliged
to be removed into a place set apart for an hospital,
where she used to beat Watson most unmerecifully,
if he did not do her bidding.
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In the young men’s department, was a young man
from Wolverbampton, who called himself Thomas
Wyld; this, however, was fiotitious, his real name
none of us knew. Ile was by far the strangest
charaoter on board ; he had spent some time in a
small retail shop, where hats and bonnets were sold,
and he had a few rustie hats with him as a ventare.
Once, ho had made a bargain with a passenger in
the second eabin, for one of those hats. After the
bargain was made, however, he experienced a great '
deal of dificulty about which was the best manner
of conveying the size of the person’s head to where
he had the hats, without making a mistake in the fit.
After a great deal of considering, he at last hit npon
& very singular mode of measurement, and one that
wasthe caunse of much annoyance to himself, and mach
smusement {o the passengers. There was a number of
empty soup and bonillie tins in the place where the
bargain was made, and he applied several of them
to his customer’s head, after he had found one that
would fit he took it and applied it to the hat.
He might frequently be seen running on the deock
with & coil of ropes about his waist, which he had
taken from parcels that he had opemed; and he
spent the chief part of his time, when below, in
nailing and screwing up places for suspending khis
necessaries and stock-in-trade upon, with strings and
cords, which some of the waggishly-disposed pas-
sengers, would cut down in his absence, and render
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all bis Jabonr in vain, It took him half-a-day to
wagh & shirt; but his washing days wera fow and
far between. Some foolish confessions which he
had the indiseretion to make, regarding his conduet,
led to many practical jokes being played off upon
him. Sometimes four or five of tho young men
weuld go to his berth, when he was in bed, and
pull the clothes off him, and reireat again as fast as
possible, before he had time to see who they were,
He frequently threatened to use a knife to defend
kimszelf, but all to no purpose ; the annoyance con~
tinued, sometimen far into the night.

The weather remained very fine for the first week,
sl we waro clear of the channel in three days.
We had some firsi-rate amatenr musicians on hoard,
on the violin especially. The ship’s coock was a fine
follow; he was a coloured man, and s native of
some part of the United States, He uged to play
on the violin, and sing “ nigger songs,” sitling at
the door of his galley, after the labours of the day ;
and his performapces in this way were very amusing,
as they were done with a voice and gesture of the
puve nigger deseription. And when his audience
were tired with these, he would strike up with some
livoly dancing tune, in which the other musicians
would join,~-and the ladies and gentlemen would
* trip the light fantastic toe” to waltzes, quadrilles,
polkas, and country dances, for hours togeiber.
Wo had divine service on the Sabbath, after the form



16 AUBTRALIA AND

used in the Church of England. There were also
some weslgyans on hoard, who used to preach twice
every Sabbath. These generally met with the
opposition of friend Dodds, who on such occasions,
used to mount upon a spar, and contradiet every
statement they made, whether right or wrong, or-
thodox or heterodox ; and I am sorry to say that
he very often had the largest congregation.

This state of things prevailed till we began to
orces the mouth of the Bay of Biscay, wben the

ghip commenced to pitch about in a manner that-

made the passengers look rather serious, The form
of the visages of many of them was very much
changed indeed. Some of them were looking over
the side of the ship, and relieving their troubled
stomachs very freely ; and cthers were sitting upon
the deck and, below, with buckets and tin hats Dbe-
fore them, (aa the sailora used to call the utensils
that were nsed by the females) and looking the very
picture of distress, Mother Gibson, who was
making a tremendons lamentation, was carried upon
deck by one of the sailors ; the instant she set her
foot upon the deck, a sea broke upor the bends of
the weather-bow, and rushed over the bulwark, and
through some openings in that neighbourhood,
taking in its briny embrace George Roberts and
Mother Gibson! Over and over they went upon
the deck ; among the hen-coops, dog-kennels,
washing-{ubs, kits, and loose spars! George Roberts
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at last came to rest, by getting hold of the end of
a spare main-mast; and Mother Gibson, who was
pretly well labelled with several different kinds of
‘uisance, was released by some of the sailors, from -
the embraces of & coil of rope, which had started
from one of the belaying pins, As soon as she
recovered the use of speech, she soreamed with all
her might ; and the water, as if in mockery, cried
“hush,” as it rolled ankle deep along the deck
to the lee scuppers! Half-a-dozen of the seamen
were about her in an instant, and after she was made
endurable, she was carried below again, and we saw
her no more for several days.

Sea-sickness had now become general among the
passengers, the women especially ; and it was really
very painful to see many of them who were taken
upon the deck by their hushands, in such a state
of prostration, that when omce set down on any
place, they could not make the least attempt to-
rise without assistanee. I was the most amused,
however, with a big Welshman, called Abraham
Woods, who paced the deck with tall strides, and
& majeatio air, during the fore-part of the first day’s
sickuness, He looked defiance at the waves, and
seemed to enjoy the sceme of prostration around
him, Old Father Neptune, however, woold not be
braved in this ‘way, by one, who had never before
been initisted into the mysteries of the elements
over which he holds econtrol. Towards noon
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Abraham’s step began to be less firm, his siride
loas tall, and his air less majestic; and he turned
very pale in the face, and went down below, and sat
down opon & box,—his counienance turning more
serious every minute, till at 1ast he made a convulsive
grasp at a bucket, and joined in choroms with the
rest. As soon as the first paroxyams of the siek-
ness were over, he rolled into his berth, completely
crest-fallen, much to the amusement of those who
had witnessed his former proceadings.

The sickness was over with most of the passengara
in about six days; some, however, remained ill up-
wards of three weeks. Very little attention was
paid to the cooking department while the sickness
lasted ; as little else besides slops, composed of
arrow-root, sago, oatmeal, &o, were used. Bui as
soon as the passengers were able to eat more sub-
stantial food, the Galley was found o be mach {oo
amall for the number of people to be oooked for.
All sorts of meams were resorted to, for invan.ting
cooking uiensils. The tops were cut off water tins,
and pieces of rope-yard fastened to them for handles,
—these were ueed to boil the pea soup in. Soup
and bonillie ting, were rigged out in the same man-
ner, and used in the place of kettles, to boil the
water in for the tea and coffee. These utensils were
crowded upon a stove set apart for them, during the
greater part of the day, each of them containing
compounds that Soyer never dreamt of in his
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oookery. Very frequently, when the ship laboured
heavily, the whale of these heterogeneous utensils,
and their contents, were sent flying about the Galley
in all directions. On one of these occasions, Mrs,
Watsod lost a pudding, which she had taken a great
deal of pains to produce,—and got in exchange, one
that might have been thrown over the top of the
main-mast, without the least danger of it separa-
ting ;—and a dreadful lamentation she made abont
it1 She hawked it about the deck for nearly an
hour—but no one would own it | while poor Watson
kept remning from one mess {o another enquiring
for a strange pudding-—buot with no heiter results!

The Galley was in 8 complete state of miege for
upwards of an hour, doring every meal-time; and
it was with the greatest difficnlty that any kind of
order could be kept among those who had to look
after the cooking. At the commencement of the
voyage, there was one in each mess appointed to be
oook for a week; but this arrangement was not
found to answor, owing to the neglect of some, and
the very imperfect skill of others in the art
of cookery. The messes soon became divided into
twos and threes, to suit the inelinations of those
who preferred to prepare their own food. The mess
I belonged to got into such & state of anarchy,
that we made a final separation one day upon the
forecaatle, where we had oollected to dire, after we
had been about three weeks at sea. We had pea
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soup, boiled pork, and biscuit for dinmer on that
day, and Wyld was acting a3 cook ; but such was
the state of his preparations, that none of ua could
eat them. After a great deal of chaffing and
uproarious condnct towards poor Wyld, the whole
of the mess was thrown overboard, and we esch
commenced to cook on our own asccount.

We had strong winds for upwards of a forinight
afier orossing the Bay of Biscay, but no damage
wag done by them fo the ship, with the exception
of snapping a few studding eail-booms. The colour
of the sea was a deép blue, the usual characteristic

.tint of all deep seas; and great numbers of por-
poises were geen playing about the bows of the
ship. Mauy of the passemgers tried to harpoon
them, but they never succeeded in getfing any of
them on board.

During the evenings, several young Scotchmen
used to sing in the steerage, for amusement, The
songs they sung were principally those of Burps,
Tannahill, or Hogg. And the * Banks and
braes of bonny Doon,” “ Jessie the flower of Dum-
blane,” and, * Meet a bonny lassie when the Kye
come hame;” were 8o often pung in such an
execrable manner, and without any regard to either
time or tune, that they soon became a complete
nuisance, and were at last put & stop to by groans
and hisses, raftling on waler tins and papaikins, till
the voices of the serenaders were drowned by the din.




NEW ZEALAND. 21

Three wecks after crossing the Bay of Biscay,
we passed out of the “ roaring forties,” (aa the sailors
call these latitudes) into the region of the North East
trades, The weather was now really delightful—a
steady and gentle breeze kept wafting us on at the
rate of ten kmofs an hour. During the daytime,
the passengers might be seen sitting on the bulwarks
and forecastle, watching the bonitoes (& beautifal
fish seen in these latitudes) play about the ghip; and .
the Portuguese man-0’-war, or nautilus, trim his little
sail to the wind. Many of these pretty litile
navigatora were caught by the passengers, and
some of them who were not acquaimted with the
electrical properties of the nautilus, were severely
stanned by attempting fo handle them. These
little fish are of a bright blue colour, and when the
sun’s rays shine direcily upon them they display all
the hues of the rainbow in suecession ; they have
also the power of contracting themselves in an
instant, on the approach of danger, when they pass -
rapidly down into the deep sea.

The days and nights, in these latitndes, are the
pleasantest that can be imagined ;—the skies pre.
sent a most pleasing variety of many-shaped and
many-ooloured clouds, and the sunsets are glorious
sights ; and when the orb of day has sunk beneath
the wuve, leaving behind him long pencils of rosy
light, and night has thrown back her curtain from
the stars, the appearance of the sea is changed from
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& deep blue to an ocegn of bright silvery light ; {he
bows of the ship throw back millions of sparkling
particles of light, and her wake is marked by a
broad luminous track, as far ss the eye can reach.
I have eat for hours upon the rail, and loocked at
these beauntiful phenomenon, which is produced by
millions of small animaleule. As much water as
you ean hold in the hollow of the hand will contain
fifty of them, and move them as you like, they lose
none of their brilliancy.

The passengers were in excellent spirits during
this time. Dancing became the order of the even-
ings; and on the Saturdays, the crew were allowed
to mix with the passengers, and amuse themselves
by playing at slinging the monkey, hunting the-
slipper, steeple chasing, leap-frog, and someétimes
fool-racing.

A nowspaper was commenced by the literati
among the passengers, and entitled the * Anna’s”
newspaper. It was published once a week, and like
most newspapers on land, it professed to be a re-
former of abuses, and an advocate of social order
and refinement. It was often highly illusirated
with caricatures of those who were in any way
obnoxious to the editors or proprietors. One of the
caricatures that excited the most attention, was the
doctor standing on the poop, fecling the pulse of a
fomale patient, and administering salt water to pre-
vent sca-sickness. Salt water was his favourite
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medicine, and it may seem etrange to those who
are not conversant with iis properties, that it should
be so beneficial in its results to persons indisposed
by ses-sickness. There eannof be 8 better medicine
for indigeation and constipation, and the doetor was
so well versed in its medicinal properties that he
very rarely administered anything else to his
patients, Hoe used to vary the dose from a wine-
glassful to a pint, Just as the case required, The
doctor was a broad-shouldered bony Weilshmar, and
he frequently walked about the deck with ar eye-
glass covering the right eye, Ilin singular appear-
ance and ourious practice were the cause of much
annoyance to him, especially in the steerage, where
he once aitempted {o probe Mother Gibson’s thumb
(which was sore, and very much swollen) with a
stocking-needle, but the good lady made such &
noise at the bare ides of the thing, that he was
obliged to beat a retreat aa soon as possible, And
ever after, when he came amongst us, he was saluted
with groans and cries of “ salt water,” till he some-
times got into & complete rage, and threatened to
prosecnte us if we did not desist, It was all to no
purpose ; he was atill obliged to take his departure
amid a perfeet storm of groans ani hisses,

‘We had oonceris on Saturday nights, in the dif-
forent parts of the ship in succession, which some-
times ended by the performers getting * roaring
fow.” 'The first 8aturday night after the newspaper
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was published, friend Dodds proposed to commence
an opposition paper immediately, of which he was to
be the chief editor, and it was to be entitled *the
whale.” He went all overthe ship to solicit con-
tributions and patronage, and last of all he came
to the steerage, A platform had been provided for
him, upon which he mounted, and commenced a long
rigmarole about the different properties of a gentle-
man, &3 usual, but had not spoken more than five
minutes, when some one put an extinguisher upon
him, by emptying the contenis of a zmall bag of
flour upon his head, and as soon as he had shaken
the flour off himself sufficiently to see around him,
he bolted up the ladder, in an instant, and we heard
no more about ** the whale” newspaper,

All went on very pleasantly till the morning of
the first of May. After breakfast was over, the
paszengers had collected into gronps to amuse them-
seives. Some were playing at oards, and others
at draughts; and some were talking about home,
and times long past. Roberts and his wife had
stretched themselves out amidships, in the usual
place, to enjoy themselves by falling asleep as soon
as possible; and I was sitting upon the forecustle,
with several others, looking on the scene, and listen-
ing to an animated eonversation that was going on
" between Abrsham Woods, Watson, and others,
respecting the merits of the British and American
governments. Suddenly I heard a disturbance near




KEW ZBALAMD. 25

the galley, and when I looked arousd I saw the
ship’s cook striking one of the ordinary seamen, who
was what is called the “ Jemmy Ducks” of the ship,
and sitended to the fowls and stock. The quarrel
was oooasioned by the ordinary attempting to knock
in the head of a cask, which contained what is
termad < glush,” that is, the skimmings of the meat,
allowed to the cook as part of the perquisites
belenging fo his office, There is, however, a por-
tion of it faken from fime to time, as required, for
greasing the masts with. The nsual way of abstract-
ing it from {he eask, is by dipping a piece of rope-
yarn into a small hole left in the top for the purposs,
and pulling the rope-yarn, through the fingers, to
obtain what has adhered to it. This mode of pro-
ceeding was ooneidered too slow by the ordinary,
and he persisted in knooking in the head. The
consequence was, that the cook lost all patience,
and self-command, and sent the *Jemmy Ducks”
sprawling several feet from the galley, upon the
deck, and gave him a regular good thrashing. The
cook was & very powerful man, and poor Jemmy
roared out iremendously, and attempted to resist
him, but all to no purpose. The disturbance
awakened Roberts, and ha waa the first to separate
them. Tho affray was immediately reported to the
captain. Smithers, thg cook, was sent for aft, and
accnsed by the steward and several of the sailors,
with threatesing to use firc-arme, on one ocoasion,
D
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to the steward, and also with having loaded pistols
in the galley. An insfant surrender of the weapons
was demanded, and Smithers refusing to give them
up, the captain (who was a determined man, and a
rigid disciplinarian, so far as the safety of the passen-
gors and erew were concerned) put him in irons, and
had him taken down into a store room for tar and
pitch, nnder the forecastle, where he was locked up.
This ocourred on a Saterday, and he was fed on bis-
cuit and water, and remained in confinement till ten
o'clock on Monday morning, when he was brought
up for irial. There was a lawyer on board, and all
the necessary forms were entered into, to give effsot
to the proceedings, the same as on shore. SBmithers
could not, however, be tried by a jury of his peers,
because he was a black man, and the only one in
the ship. But there were five capiains among the
passengers, and they were empannelled as a jury,
The case was then opened by the lawyer, and made
as much of a8 possible, Smithers pleaded grilly
to the two first oounts, viz. :—refusing to give up
his pistols, and knocking down the sailor, but he
denied the third, which wae threatening to shoot
the steward. The steward and one of the seamen
swore to the truth of the last eount, but very few of
the passengers believed their statement. It was a
distressing scene. All the passengers were standing
round poor Smithers, who was looking the very
picture of despsir, and waiting anxiously for the
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verdict of the jury. After the evidence was sum-
med np, and the verdiet pronounced, the eaptain
proceaded to pass sentemoe; but before he did so,
he read most part of the law relaling to such
offences, to shew both Smithers and the passengers,
that there was nething ecither harsh or arbiirary in
the proceedings, and that he was compelled, much
against his inclination, to punish the cook for his
conduct. The sentence condemned him to forfeit
all his wages, and to be imprisoned during the re-
mainder of the voyage. When Smithers heard this,
he gave a deep sigh, and looked most imploringly
at the eaptain, who was so much affected, that, I
believe, he would have Iiberated him, if it had been
in his power to do #o, and he did so far mitigate the
sentence as to allow him to go at large among tho
passengers, Smithers had only been married six
weeks previously to joining the ship. His wife was
a xice little Irishwoman, & native of Cork, I saw
her on board the day before we sailed, and she was
going to remain with her friends iz Ireland till he
gither returned, or sent for her to Australia, He
awused bimself during the remainder of the voyage
by singing nigger songs, in the steerage, in the
evenings, and relating narratives of his former
expeditions During the (ay he constrneted model
ships, whioh he raffied 28 soon as they were made,
and obtained a considerable sum of money for some
of them. He produced four or five of these ships
: 83
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during the voyage, one of which he called the
“ white squall.” They were built, however, withous
.y regard to proportion, and it was appareat to all
of us, that the genius of Smithers was better adapt-
ed to the mysteries of cooking, than the noble art
of ship-building,

The north east trades wafted us pleasantly on
for upwards of a fortnight, and dropped off when
we were between latitude six and seven north of the
equator. The weather was very hot. The ther-
mometer was frequontly upwards of a 100 at mid-
day, in the gun, and 90° in the shade, Light clothing
became the order of the day. Some of the pas-
sengers had cultivated mustachoes, and others
beards ; and the contrast between these hirsute ap-
pendages and light clothing, made some of them
have a very foxy look about the face. It was too
hot to aleep below, and the greatest part of them
reposed upon deck, in the open air. The ship had
a very phantom-like sspeot, after they had all
stretohed themselves npon the deck and forecastle
to slumber. Most of them lay with their faces un-
covered, and when the moon shone brightly upon
them, they seemed like 80 many sleeping spectres,
S0 drowsy was every one on board during this time,
that the “look out” had the greatest difficulty to
keep awake. All aronnd was az etill as death, with
the exception of the creaking of the yards, and the
fiapping of the sails against the maats, oocasioned
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by the rolling of the ship, when there was a calm,
We had a dead oalm for several days, and every
thing that was thrown overboard, that would float,
lay upon the water close to the ship. The atmos.
phere was laden with masses of dense leaden looking
clouds, which sometimes passed over the ship, and
disckarged upon us a perfect delnge of rain, often
acoompanied with thunder and lightning. We eanght
as much of the water that fell, as possible, and ap-
plied it to the washing of our dirty clothes, The
decks presented a busy air after the paseing of one
of these showers. Numbers of the voyagers might
ba geen eitting and kneeling upon the deck with no
other covering save a pair of light irounsers, and
gerubbing and washing away as hard as they could,
for hours together. We saw many sharks and pilot
fish in those latitudes. The pilot fish i often seen
swimming before the shark, It is mach smaller than
tho latter, and somewhat resembles the porpoise,
Numerous sharks followed the ship for some time,
and some of them passed leisurely round us, as if
taking a regular survey. Baits were put out to
entico them, fixed on a strong hook attached to a
chain and swivel, and one of them was caught,
It measured about six feet in length, It was hauled
unpon deck, and & tromendous vproar ensued. A
handspike was thrust into its mouth, to prevent
it biting, and its tail was ohopped of witk an
axe, The knives of the sailors were plunged into
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it in gll directions, and in a very few minutes it was
all cut to pieces, and its blood running out of the
lea scuppers, Mra, Watson got the stomach, and
cooked a portion of it, and meny of us tasted it.
The flavour and appearance of the flesh, whea cook-
ed, is very much like codfish. But the idea of the
man-eating propensilies of the fish is uppermost,
and there iz always some one ready with a story
of its doings
% Down among the dead aren,”

1ill the dislike of it amounts {o a perfect nausesa.

One of the passengers in the second cabin was
named Roddy. He was in a very poor state of
health, and the hot weather had a great effect upon
him. I saw him brought upon deck one morning in
a fainting state., He was a captain in the army,
and had retired on account of ill-health, occasioned
by his servioes in India. He belongod to Dublir,
and Le had aold all the property he had there, and
his medical advisers had persuaded him to try what
the climate of Australia would do for him. He was
s widower, and had three sons with him, the oldest
of whom was about twenty-iwo, and the youngest
fourteen. The hot weather had brought on a violent
* attack of dysentery, to which complaint he had
been subject for many years, and he was so
emaciated in appearanece when I saw him sitting
upon deck, that I was certain he would never reach.
the close of his intended journey.
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We moved on very slowly through this zone of
calms, for more than a week, and when we were
within about one degree of the equator, it was
announced to us by the sailors, that the captain, at
the reqnest of some of the leading passengers, was
going to permit tho nsnal saturnalian to be held on
crossing the line. The Saturday night previous,
one of the tallest eailors was dressed up to represent
Neptune, and another to personate Amphitrite, his
wife, Seversl others were atiired in a grotesque
fashion, as Tritons. Their faces were painted with
whiting and red ochre, and pieces of tow and
rope-yarn were fastened to their chins, as substitutes
for beards. They went down into the breast chains,
and were supposed to come up out of the sea. Blue
lights were burned, and rockets let off, as soon as
they made their début upon deck. The captain put
soveral questions to old Neptune, regarding the
eondition of his aquatic dominions, One of these
queries was about a ship called the * Bloomer,”
belonging Gibbs, Bright, and Co., of Liverpool.
She eailed from the Mersey about ten days before
us. Neptone informed us that she had not crossed
the line yet, and all the other interrogatories res-
pecting vessels that were known tc have left port
anterior to us, were answered in an equally satisfac-
tory manner. Neptupe, in his tmrm, put several
questions in reference to the state of affairs with us,
and he announced that he would pay us another
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visit shorily, and exercise his authority wpon those
of his disciples who had never before passed the
centre of his realms.  After thia the captain freated
Neptuns, Amphitrite, and the Tritons, each fo a
glass of grog, and when the grog was disposed of,
the sea-god and his satellites formed themselves,in-
{0 a procession, and descended again into their
region, amid blue-lights, rockets, hnzxas, and &
general uproar. We crossed the line next day,
(which was Sunday) s fow minutes before noon.
During the greater part of the forenoon of Monday,
preparations were being made for the second ap~
pearance of Neptune, A sail was suspended amid-
- ghips, between the long boa$ and the bulwarks,
which was filled with salt-water. A large tub was
fitted up with wheels, and a seat in the cenire for
a carriage. Shortly before noon, Neptune and hie
Tritons came on board. He held in his right hand
a trident, and he and his wife seated themeelves in
the chariot prepared for them. They were drawn
along the deak, and placed opposite the sail mwpon
the bulwarks, where seals had been provided
for the royal pair; snd the shaving prooess waa
commenced forthwith. Three of the apprentices
were firat disposed of. The lather consisted of a
mixture of tar, trescle, and grease, and the razor
was madoe of a rusty piece of hoop-iron. The Iather
bruth was a number of bits of rope-yarn tied up in
& bunch. After the lather was spread over the
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greater part of the face, and soraped off again with
the hoop-iron, the person operated upon was then
plunged headlong into the water in the sail,
and rolled about by the Tritons, till the docter
commanded him {o be released. As soon as the
novices among the orew had been oparated wpon,
Praise God Cooper, and several others, were induced
to undergo the process, Numbers of the passengers
were pushed into the sail and meverely ducked,
and the ship’s doctor was seized on and plunged in
among the rest. He, however, took it in good part,
and as soon as he was released, he assisted to duck
others. Those of the passengers who had been
ducked, did all in their power o gel the rest
similarly served, till tho ship became & scene of
complete confusion and uproar. Those who did not
wish to be either shaved or ducked, hid themselvea
below, but they were dragged from their hiding-
places in spite of either threals or prolestations
and served like the rest. Poor Wyld had many
hair-breadth ecsoapes. He was chssed oul of the
infermediate, where he had hid himself, into the
steerage, where there was a number of young men
who had determined that they wounld resist all ai-
tempts made to souze them, to the uimost of their
power. They stood before the entrance to the place
where Wyld had hid himeelf, and his pureners socing
that they were likely to get roughly handled if they
persisted, retired, and Wyld was spared the ordeal.
. B S
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Just before this, the second mate and some of
the sailors had beer down in the sieerage, and
threatening to carry all to the sail who did
not give them either a shilling or a sixpence.
Two young Scotchmen refused to contribute any-
thing, and the second mate and the sailors seized
the oldest of them, and attempted to drag him up
the ladder, which the youngest, and some others of
the passengers prevented. The captain was informed
of the arbiirary proceedings of the crew, and he
peremptorily stopped the shaving and ducking upon
deck, and sll those who had suffered the inflietion
received a glase of grog to restore them to good
homour, Some of the passengers who had been
roughly bandled, threatened to prosecute the
captain when they reached their destination, for
sanctioning such proceedings, but a few days soon
dissipated this feeling, and all became as agreeable
as before. Two days after crossing the line we spoke
& ship, The passengers crowded to the side of the
veszel which she was likely to pass, and anxionaly
waited her approach. OQur captain hailed her, and
put the usnal questions, which were answered, and he
was questioned in return. Three cheers were ther
given on both sides, and the ship waa soon out of sight.
We had light breezes and occasional calms till we
were between six and seven south latitude, where
we passed into the delighiful region of the south
east tradep, and our gallant ahip again wen{ career-
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ing on at the raie of ten, and sometimes twolve knots
an bour. 'We could sleep again in our berths below;
sud our evenings were apent amidst boisterous mirth.
The young men in the steerago pelted one another
with soft missiles, and on one particelar night they
went to such a length that all the peas, flour, and
Inmps of beef, pork, and porridge, that had been
left from the day's rations, were fired away for
amunition, and many of them hal the greatest
difficulty in getting their clothes clean again, so
dreadfully were they bedaubed with treacle and
bargove, When we were in about {wenty-six south,
I noticed an mnusnal commotion amongst a small
number of passengers, before the entrance to the
ohief cabin. It was s remarkably fine Sunday
evening, and I walked leisurely aft to ascertain
what was going on in the cabin, A few minutes
sfterwards, captain Reddy was brought out upon
a mattress, and carried down into the second
cabin. He was scarcely consciouws of what was.
going on around him, and his countenance had
assumed that peculiarly fixed and startling sspect,
whieh is usually seen on the approach of death.
He had heen removed info the chief cabin, at his
own request, a few days before, to make somo
arrangements with the captain respecting his sons,
and the property he had with him. This sceno
produced a solemn effect upon wus, and all of us
were geriously impressed with the idea that we were
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about to behold some of *death’s doings.” About
miduight on the following Tuesday the captain died.
On Wednesday morning the body was fastened up
in a piece of canvass, with some heavy substances
at the feet to oanse it to sink, and preparations
were made upon deck for the interment. A plank,
with one end resting on the rail, and suspended by
a rope from the mainyard by the other, was the
bier on which the body was to be placed, during
the reading of the *burial service”” Soon after
ten o’clock the body was brought from the second
oabin, and deposited upon the plank, eovered with
the ensign. The vessel was then © hove to,” most of
the small sails were olewed up, and the yards put to
sach an angle with one another 8o as to make her
go through the water as slowly.as possible. The
passongers formed a circle round the corpse, and
the captain walked elowly from the chief eabin,
dressod in black, and was followed by the three
sone of the deceased, into the middle of the cirele,
where he read the “burial service” in 4 beautiful and
impressive manner, and so still was every thing, that
the clear fones of his voice oould be heard by all
around. When he came to the words * dust to dust”
his voice began to falter, and the passengers were
deeply impressed with the solemnity of the aceme.
Tho plank was then slowly elevated by the rope

from the mainyard, and the body slided geutly into
the sea, where tho deep blue waves of the Atiantic
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closed over it for ever. The sails weve again trim<
ted to the wind, and we were soon lundreds of
miles from the last resting place of poor captain
Roddy.

The sonthern cross was now seen #t night in the
heavens, and a beautifal sea-bird called the Cape
Pigeon made its appearance. Maziy of them were
shot and oaught in various ways, by the sporting
part of our company. This sport was attended with
much craelty, Numbers of the poor birds were
dizabled po that they could not fly, and were loft
tossing about on the mea, where crowds of them
might be seen sitting. They are beautiful blue and
white spoited birds, their breasts are covered with
soft white down, and their size is that of the com-
mon pigeon,

‘We had fair winde, and beautifal weather, all the
way round the Cape, which we rounded on a Sanday,
and about a fortnight later, one beautiful night, we
saw the island of New Amaterdam, in the Indian
ocesn. Ii was first observed about ten miles of,
on the starboard bow, and we passed it mome six
miles distant. This waa the first land we had beheld
during the voyage, and there was great rejoicing.
Numeroas whales were noticed blowing in the dis-
tance, and sometimes we were htartled by a monster
of the sperm species, blowing close to the ship.

We were now near the habitation of that magnificent
sea bird, the Albatross, floeks of which were flying
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in all direotions, Saveral of them were caught,
some measured ten, and others twelve feot, between
the tips of their wings. The fatal bait was &
small piece of pork on a hook, which was fastened
to a bit of wood, and dropped over the atern of the
ship, The flapping of their wings upon the water
when they were drawn in, after they had hooked
themselves, resembled the ecommotion produced by
the paddle wheels of a small steamer. The con-
struction of their legs is snch that when they are
once placed on the ship’s deck, they are unable to
rise, and they flounder abount, much to the detri-
ment of the legs of those in their immediate neigh-
bourhood. -

The Anna’s newspaper had been dropped for
several weeks, Whether the circulation, like many
newspapers that are started on land, was insufficient
to defray the expenses of .the establishment, or
whether it was given up for the want of topics to write
about, I was unable to ascertain. Another paper,
however, was commenced, and conducted entirely in
the steerage, the magisirate of which was both the
editor and proprietor. It was entitled the “ Budget,”
and its leading articles were occasionally so personal,
that the captain, at the request of some of the parties
against whom some of the more violent diatribes
were writien, was obliged to call the editor to
account, and reprimand him for writing and pub-
lishing s0 much seurrility. Each number contained
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two or three illusirations, but these wero generally
of a very low kind,

We were now down as far as 48° south, and the
weather was much colder than weo had felb it since
the commencement of the voyage. The mercury
in the barometer waa very low. The wind began
to blow stronger from the 8, W. and there was every
prospect of a change, Our foretop mast had been
carried away in a strong breeze, before we rounded
the Cape, and the captain was more cantious than
he had been about carrying sail. The wind ckanged
to nearly due west, and black angry-looking clouds
began to rise to windward. The studding sails
were takea in, and the ship made snug under close-
roefed fopsails. This waas searcely done, when a
tremendous white squall was seen rapidly approach-
img. T stood and watched ita approach from the
door of the galley. On—on it came with frightful
rapidity, blowing the tops off the waves as they roge,
into spray, and making the ses boil and foam. At
length it burst over the ahip, accompanied with
hailstones and rain. The wind moaned and shrieked
through the rigging, for a few minutes, in a way
truly frightfol, and then ceased as suddenly as it
commenced. When the squall had passed over, the
sun shone out upon the face of-the departing cloud,
and produced the most brilliant rainbow I ever
beheld, The barometer fell still lower, and all the
small sails were taken in, The crossjack, mainsail,
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and spanker were stowed, and we were soon under
closé-reefed fore and main-topsails, and close-recfad
fore-sail. The mizen topsail was stowed also; and
after this precaution had been adopted, ahother
squall, if possible, more terriffic than the first passed
over us, and made the very masts shiver in their
gockets. We had squally woather for ten days, and
the galley was greatly resorted to fo obtain warmth,
a8 the weather was now very cold ; and it was some-
times go tnpleasantly crowded, that the cook was
compelled to resort to rather a singular expedient to
clear it, He used io throw asmall quantity of Cayenne
pepper upon the hottest part of the stove, aund
the odour produced by its buraning, caused such a
tickling semsation about the nose, and made all
within the reach of its influence sneeze so incessantly,
that the galloy was cleared in an instant. Many of
the passengers who did not use the treacle served out
to them in their preparations, began to make toffee
with it, in the evenings, after the cooking was over.
Some of them, after they had sufficiently boiled it,
and left it to cool on the deck, lost it altogether,
. and frequent were the al{ercations and chases abont
the ship by the unforiunate toffee huniers; friend
Roberts, Watson, and Mother Gibson, dropping in
for more than an ordinary ameunt of teasing daring
this time. Roberts ordinarily prepared the supper
for himself and his wife, which commonly consiated
of some proparation of oat-meal, either gruel or

L J
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porridge ; and he rarely succeeded in getting it from
the galley, withou! its being highly measoned with
pepper, and at times so much so that the mess was
obliged to be given to the pigs. There was some
slight indications of ill-health among a fow of the
intermediate passengers, and Mr, and Mrs. Wateon
were yemoved from the hospital, into their former
borths. The first night after their transfer, Mrs,
Watson was sounraly with some of the other female
passengers, that the captain waa sent for, and when
he came, she threatened to jump overboard,
which he encouraged her to do, at the same time,
howerver, cantioning one of the sailors to watch and
prevent her, should she make the attempt. She was,
however, indiaposed to try the effects of 8 eold
bath outside the ship, and perceiving that her
threats did not intimidate the captain from checking
her annoyatce, she calmed down, and wae peaceable
for the rest of the night. Next morning she
quarrolled with Mrs. Roberts, and instigated both
‘Watson and Roberts to take up the dispute. They
commenced sparring at each other, and attempted
to fight in the *tween decks. The captein rushed
down the ladder, with a belaying-pin in his’ hand,
and drove them both upon deck, where Watson
endeavoured to hit Roberts, and Roberts, in trying
to assume a fighting attitude, fell backwards over a
spar, and when restored to the perpendicular, his
adversary had walked to the other end of the ship,
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and %o the strife terminated, While tlis was going
on above, Mrs. Watson and Mra. Roberts had a
regular set to below, and fugitive pieces of caps
and locks of hair were wafted in every direction.
Mrs. Roberts, however, proved the victor, and Mr.
and Mre. Watson were again eent to the hospital,
the parties for whom it was intended being sufficient-
1y convalescent not to require its use, A day or
two after this Mother Gibson’s little boy fell into
the pigstye, among the grunters, and the good lady
after she had fished him out, set about cleaning him,
exclaiming, as she removed the adhering substances
from his clothes, *“ O you little raseal, how dared
you go near the pigstye ?” Just as she had uitered
these words, a down-haul, that had been let go by
some of the sailors up aloft, coiled itself round her
neck, and lifted her several feet above the deck.
The mate, who was close to her, releaged her from
her perilous situation. This incident formed another
topic of discourse for the good lady, and was often
after related by her as a narrow escape from being
hanged,

The weather was now ioo cold for us to remain
upon deck long after dark, and we retired to our
berths about eight o’clock, and held long and in-
teresting dialogues about home, England and its
a._ntiqnities, its mountaing, its beautifol lake and lane
scenery, ita warriors, philosophers, and poets. And
g0 well versed were some of the young men in the
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current literature of the day, and so eorrect were
their ideas and eriticiams on the writings of Dickena,
Ainsworth, Jerrold, Carlion, and others, that these
oonversations were listened to with the deepest
attention, and the time glided so rapidly that our
lamp was often found burning beyond the specified
hour, and we were reminded of it frequently, by the
mato singing out from the top of the hatchway,
“donce the glim there below,” On one of those
evenings, when the conversation had been more
animated than usual, Abraham Woods, who was '
sleoping in a hammock on account of his berth
leaking, had stowed himself comfortably away for
the night, as he thought, and was listening very
attentively to the speakers, when seddenly we were
startled by a heavy dead thump npon the top of a
box, on looking up, there was Abrabam with his
head upon the box, and his feet entangled in the
hammock strings, Smithers, the cook, who was sleep-
ing not far from Abraham, roated out, ** What’s the
matter now ? * Faith,” said Abraham, I thought
the ship had strnek upon a rock, but I see now ite
only the headstrings of the hammock that have
given way,” This scene produced roara of laughter,
and Abraham was released from his pendent position,
and more securely fixed to prevent its recurrence,
Our Saturday night’s amusements consiafed of
coneerts, as usual, and we sometimes managed to get
up dramatic performances, One of theso entertain-
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inente was conducted im the steerage. The store
room where Smithers was confined, was converted
into a green room for the actors to dress in, and
the stage was comsirudted of boxes and chests,
plzced before the store room door. The drop scene
was made by fastenimg three coverlets together, and
& number of panniking fastened together on a string,
served for a bell. When all was ready, the panniking
wero rattled, and the scene drawn up with » piece
of rope-yarn. The leading part of the performance
was “ Willy brew’d a peck o’ maut,” after which,
there were songs and recitations, One of the songs
was entitled the * Cobbler's Courtahip,” and it pros
duced a complete fuire du tumuite. Friend Dodds
perforwed the farce himself, he gave us “The
Whals,” and the « Burial of Sir John Moore,” it
his very best style, and the theatricals closed amid
ratiling of pannikins, sereaming of fiddles, whistling,
and complete thunders of applause.

‘Wae were now rapidly approaching the end of our
journey. The anchors were again got over the
bows, and made ready for letting go, as soon as
they were required, and the massive chain cables
were drawn up from the lockers, and laid in long
lengths upon the deck, On the 18th of July, about
ten am., the wolcome sound of “land a head,
land ho " wan heard from all paris of the ship.
It loomed out very dimly above the horizon at first,
and might have been taken by the inexperienced
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eye for clouds, In a few hours, however, it stood
out with a clear bold ountline above the sea, and left
us no farther doubt about its proximity. The eolour
of the sea was changed to a muddy green, and

. soundings were taken overy two or three hours,
When night came on, we all retired to our berihs,
and anxiously waited for the morning, by listening
to the sailors throwing the lead, and passing the
words, * watch there, wateh,” from one to another
as they let go the line,

About midnight the wind began to-increase, and
in less than half-an-hour it was blowing a perfeot
gale, The night was very dark, and the rain fell
iu torrents, accompanied with thunder and lightning,
and about one o’clock in the morning, a vivid flash
disclosed to our view the steep and rngged front of
Kangaroo Island, about a milo distant. The ship’s
course was changed immédiately, and we found
ourselves at daylight in the middle of Investigator’s
atrait.

We had a fair wind ell the next day, and we
passed the York peninsula at noon, and entered
fnto the Gulf of St. Vineent at nine at night,
when we first saw the rays from the light-ship,
stationed at the entrance to Port Adelside, and in
tho course of another homr the captain gave the
command to let go the anchor. A few strokes of
the hammer liberated the anchor from the bows,
and the chain cable was dragged through the hawse
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hole with a rapidity that made the windlass smoke
8 it passed over if, and the anchor was upon the
bottom in an insfant. The sails were soon all stowed,
and by midnight we were riding safely in twelve
fathoms of water. Most of the passengers were
upon deck ss soon as it was light in the morning,
Jooking at the land along the coast of the gulf,
We could eee the hills beyond the city of Adelaide,
and also the trees upon the acclivities, and further
back, in the distance, rose Mount Lofty, towering
above all the rest. Many of the larger buildings
in the city were also visible, as were the tops of the
ghips’ masts that were lying in the port. We were
then nine miles from tho shore. The wind was
blowing very strong from the S. W, and there was
& heavy ses running up the gulf. Signals were
hoisted from the mizen and mainmast, with the name
and number of the ship, also the port from which
we had sailed. Aboui eleven a.m. we saw & small
speck upon the waber coming towards us, from the
ehore ; as it approached nearer we perceived a small
white sail, and four men pulling in a boat towards
the ship. After ithe lapse of & few minutes, we
discerned the crown, and V., R., painted upon the
bows of the boal, and we knew by this that it ‘was
the boat coming to take the mails from us.. The
passengers orowded towards the ladder that had
been suspended over the ship’a side, for the men to
ascond by, Two of them came on board, and they
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wero eagerly questioned respecting the gold dig-
gings. They were not in & humour to impart much
irformation, but they had brought the last Adelaide
newspaper that had been published with them, which
was eagerly purchased and as eagerly devoured by
the passengers. The mail bags were put into the boat,
&nd the captain was taken ashore at the same time,
When the boat was moved from the ehip, the passen-
gers jested with the men and the eaptain, by telling
them 1o “ haul {aut the main brace and square the
mainyard,” till they left ue in no very good humour.
The weather was very pluvious; some heavy showers
passed over the city and the adjoiving country, and
the idea of comfort that is assoociated with the land,
by peaple who have been confined for any length
of time to the boundariea of 2 ship, was keenly felt
by all, Several boats visited the ship during the
day, and a great proportion of the passengers went
on shore in them, for which accommodation they
had to pay ten shilling each there, and the same back,
At three o’clock in the afternoon, a lighter was sent
to us by the captain, with a carcass of beef, two
sheep, and a quantity of fresh bread and vegetabloes,
The hawser could not be got over the side of the
ship quickly enough to satisfy the leading man in
the lighter, and he, with a vulgar gesture, left the
ship, taking the provisions back with him. So
enraged were the passengers with this treatment,
that if the man had been caught, he would have
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boen severcly lynehed. This disappointment of a
feaal, put us so much out of sorts, that when the
oaptain came on board in the evering, he was
received with groans and hisses. This reception
made him as irritable as ourselves, and he stood
upon the rail and said “ whoever leaves this ship,
after this, does so on his own responsibility, He
wont ashore again the next morning, and at ten
o’clock in the forenoon, the steam-tug belonging to
the port came to the ship, bringing the beef, mytion,
bread, and vegetables, which we had seen the day
provious in the lighter. The tug had been engsaged
by the eaptain o convey those passangers to the
shore, who had shipped themselves for Adelaida.
As soon as the fresh meat arrived it was served out
to ue, at the rate of one pound eachk; frying
pang and baking tins were soon hissing and scream.
ing with beef steaks, and mutton ohops, and after
weo had feasted ourselves to our heart’s content, a
mora orderly set of people could not be found in
her Majesty’s dominiops,

The accounts printed in the Adelaide newspapers,
of the over-crowded state of Melbpurne, induced
many of our company to leave at Adelaide, who bad
shipped for Melbourne, Mr. and Mra, Watson were
smong those who wished to be put on shore. Poor
Watson had been very ill for three days, and was
then suffering from a violent atisck of dysemiery.
it was with the greatest diffioulty that he was put on
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board the tug. Mrs. Watson was so excited that
she kept running about the deck, erying snd seream-
ing with all her might, about her luggage. A fine
young woman from Dublin, named Miss Lindssy,
was much commiserated, she had no one related to
her on board, and no friends in any of the Australian
eolonies. She hed gome out alone, unprotected,
to seek hor fortune in that distant land, Her con-
daot on board had been most decorns and exemplary.
She wept bitterly as she stepped on board the tug,
and waved her white handkerehief, bathed in tears,
as'long as we eould see her. Many and sincere were
the prayers offered up to heaven for her welfare and
safety. She was a bright. creature, and would have
adorned any station of life. T never heard what
became of her, but I hope she is by this time, the
chief moving power of some happy home, enjoying
the smiles of a delighied husband, and surrounded
with Kttle olive branches, the pledges of their affec-
tion, for she well deserved so bright a destiny,

The newe from the gold fields had prodaced such
an excitement amonget the erew, that the hoats
were souttled to prevent them escaping from the
sbip, There were one or two amongst them who
wers, what is mantieally oalled, sea lawyers, and
these worthies persuaded the rest of the seamen to
refuse working, and not to get up the anchor, when
the captain wished to get under way for Melbourne.
Thay told the pawengers that their prineipal had

¢
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threatened o take some of their lives, and they
scraped up all the grievamees that they conld
remember during the voyage, The * shining mis-
chief,” however, was at the bottom of it all; they
wanted to be off to the diggings,

The captain came on board again about ten
o’clock at night, and I had collected my luggage,
a8 I was determined to go on shore with the boat
that brought the captain. The caplain tried to
persuade me to proceed to Melbomrne with the ship,
but when he saw I waa resolved to visit Adelaide,
he called me into the cabin, and kindly gave me
all the information about the place that he had
been able to obtain. I descended into the boat,
where I waited, till all the men were ready to
return, Many of the passengers gave me letters
and newspapers to post for their friends at home;
and those who had been my companions during the
voysge, leaned over the rail, aaying “ Good bye,
comrade ; good bye, ship-mate; good lmok attend
you. Youll join us no more in our eonvarsations
and amusements. Perhaps we shall never meet
again ; write {o Melbourne, and let us know what
you are &oing." At last the men returned to the
boat, and pushed her away from the side, and I
parted with the good ship “ Anna,” and her merry
cargo, with feelings of regrei, mingled with hope
for the future ; and I can now look back, and eall
to mind many pleasing and few painful recollections,
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of the three months that I spent within her wooden
walls.

The boatmen pulled their oars lusiily, and the
noble vessel was soon lost to my view. There was
10 moon, but the stars shone brightly. The South-
ern cross and the Magellan clouds, were far wp in
the heavens, The stars of the first magnitude, in
the southern eonstellations, appeared much larger
than the stars of the same magnitude do at home,
and the milky way was one broad track of silvery
light, I sat in the stern of the boat, admiring the
beauty of the heavens, till she struck the ground,
upon the sand of the beach, and I then became
conscions that I was pretty near the earth. I step-
ped out of the boat, upou the sand, up to the knees
in water, and right glad I was to find myself on
“terra firma” once more. We had to wade up to
the knees, through two or three lagoons, left by the
receding tide. At last, however, we reached the
Flagstaff, and in a few minutes more I was comfort-
ably seated by an Australian fire, in the Flagstaff
inn, which is kept by a respectable man, called Man-
son, who has a8 good a looking apecimen of am
Anglo-Saxon wife as can be found in the eolony,
It waa here that I first heard the word nobbler,
which means half-a-glass of any kind of spirits or
wine, and is & word of pure colonial etymelogy.
Nobblers of gin, rum, and brandy, were called for
in succession by the boatmen. A clean white cloth

cd
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wad sproad upon the centre tablo in the room, by
Mrs. Maneon, and the board was soon covered with
an abundanos of good things, in the shape of cold
roast beef and mutton, beef steaks, fresh bread,
fresh butter, and eggs. The waiters were an old
Prugsian boatman, whose beard had not claimed
acquaintance with a razor for a very long time, and &
young Irish girl, fresh from her native bogs, shoo-
less and stockingless, and rejoicing in the broad rich
vernaoular of a true Patlander. The worthy host,
his wife, the hoatmen, and myself, sat down {o the
table, and did ample justice to the good things
placed before us, After we had catisfied ourselves
with the more substantial part of the viands, tes
and coffee ware served oui, diluted with the richest
cream, which, along with the fresh bread and buiter,
I disposed of with a relish thai can only be appre-
ciated by those who have been compelled to live for
upwards of thres months on salt-provisions at sea.
After supper was over, I wes shewn into an ad-
Jjoining room, where & bed had been provided for
me, and where I soon sunk into a dreamless and
refreshing aleep. I was awakened noxi morming, by
some one knocking close to my head, and it was
sometima before I could collect my seattered ideas,
80 a8 to convince myself of my whereabouts, I got
up and dressed myeelf, and went into the adjoining
room, where I found the litile Irish girl attempiing
ta kindle a fira, 8he had heaped up a quantity of
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green wood upon the hearth, and had succeeded in
filling the reom with smoke, bul “sorra a bit of
spark” or flame could shé get out of the wood. I
assisted her to remove the wood from the hearth,
and placed some dry sticks for a foundatior, and our
united efforts soon produced a blazing fira. After
I had partaken of a subsetantial breakfast, I went
down fo the Flagetaff, to take a farewell look at the
« Anna.” This was on a Sunday morning, and there
was something remarkable about the BSundays,
during the whole voyage. The weather had always
been fine on the Sundays; we orossed tha line on &
Sunday, and ronnded the Cape on a Sunday; and
that Sunday was one of those fine clear days which
are pecnliar to the winter season in Anstralia. There
was & slight ripple on the waters of the gulf, and
the “ Anna” was riding apparently motionless in the
distanee, Other ships were passing up and down
the gulf, some returning frem Melbourme with
oargoes of succeasful diggers, and others were bonund
to that place, with numbers on bhoard, who were
going to try their fortunes st the Gold fields, I
stood for npwards of an hour, looking at the soene
before me, and I then turzed and bent my steps
towards Port Adelaide,
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Ox leaving the Flagstaff, I proceeded slowly across
the narrow peninsula, that separates the gulf from
the port. Four or five different gronps of natives
were aitting around fires, which had been recently
kindled, and which they had protecied on the
weather side, by building what they call a * whur-
lie,” formed of a few poles, stuck in the earth, sup-
ported by forked sticks, at a sufficient elevation to
admit of a person entering on the side which is not
exposed. Green bonghs of the gum-tree, laid npon
thesa, make a roof, and an hovr will suffice at any
timo to construct one of those primitive.dwellings,
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which they prefer to any other. Thkese singular
specimens of humanity were frightfully ugly, They
observed me reconnoitring them, and soon let me
know, in tolerably good English, what they thought
of me. The black gins kept calling out as I passed
each “ whurlie,”—* Ah ! white fellow, limejnicer,”
{which is a term used in all the colonies to newly
arrived emigrants,) * White fellow, no good.
White fellow, too much plenty gamwnon,”--and
other similar expressions.

The ereek that forms the harbour at Port Ade-
laide, is crossed by boats, There were several boys,
from ten to twelve years of age, in attendance on
the boats, ferrying those over who wished to crose,
I gave sixpance to one of these for my fare. Shops
and dwellings run along the wharf on this side of
the harbour, for a considerable distance, and the
road in tront of them was a perfect guagmire, in
which I had to walk nearly up fo the knees in mud
for about half-a-mile, At the end of fhis row, I
turned to the right, passed the Government offices,
and the Custom house, inte a large-open spaoe,
occupied by large imns, bakers' shops, and ware-
honges. The principal trafic of the port is conduo-
ted in the wharfu mitnate here, which are shut in
by gates. Light carts and omnibusés standing
here, waited for passengers fo the city, The Candia
had just arrived from Melhourne with a eargo of
gold diggers, and all the seats in the vehicles
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ware soon ooocupied by thowe successful explorers.
1 secured & soat in one of the oarts, the fare being
one shilling and sixpence. The distance from the
port to the eity, is eight-and-a-half miles, The land
non# the port iz boggy, and the road to the eity,
runs along the top of a considerable embankmert,
which has been made across this mossy ground,
for upwards of a mile. After leaving this, the soil
becomes firmar ; and the road in some places, was as
good as most part of the turnpike roade at home,
The land on both sides of it is fenced off into large
grazing paddocks, with a rough strong fencing,
made of the blue and red gum-tree, whioh is very
durable. Some of the enclosures had been ploughed,
and others were sown with wheat, which looked
remarkably well. There are many dwelling honses
on this road, and a publio house at the end of nearly
every mile. In front of each of these inns, there
is a large watering trough, which is made by scoop-
ing the imside out of & gum-tree. Thees troughe
are for watering the horses. One of these inns is
called the *(Qld Half-way House,” and is much
pafronised by the Jehus of the road. The omnibuses
pulled up at every public-house, and the passengers
diemounted ; each indulged in a nobbler of either
~ gin or brandy. Both male and female svailed theom-
selves of thess privileges, and when we arrived at
‘ Adelaide, fow of them were able {o keep their seats,
Wo drove on rapidly, and passed over the wooden




NEW ZEALAWD, 57

bridge, actoss the Torrens, and stopped only a very
fow misutes at the last publichonse. We arrived
in the city of Adelaide, e few minutes before nooh.

I alighted in the middle of Hindley-street, and
wan' recommonded to the Victoris Hotel, in the
same street, kept by Thomas Oiway. Wkhen I en-
tered, the company were just siiting down to dinner, ~
in & very neatly furrished dining room. The dinner
conaisted of roast and boiled beef, roast mution,
roast fowls, with poiatoes, and other vegeiables.
After thess good things had been disposed of, plum.
puddings, taris, and pies sueceeded. I had heard
so mnch of the dearness of provizions in Melbourne,
that I fanvied & meal of this description was likely
to oost me half-a-crown at least, and I was astonished,
when Mr, Otway, charged for this excellent ropast,
only one shilling. Board and lodging might be had
for a single person, for fourteen shillings per week,
and ap innkeeper named Hall, from Brampton, ia
Cnwberland, who keeps an inn in Elizabeth-street,
only asked twelve shillings per week.

In the afterncon, I rambled to the east end of
Hindley-strest, and into the park land and Govern-
ment domain, and was highly graiified with the
appesrance of the surrounding country, Groumps
of healthy-looking ehildren were playing upon the
greon-sward, and under the shade of the immense
gum-treeu, that stud the domain, Some of these
trees are from seventy to eighty feet in height, they

cb
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are of the ever-green species, and they ehed their
bark in summer. - Among their branches, small
birds of the most besutiful plamage were fying.
The grass in some parts of the domain was eight
ot nine inohes long, and mixed with white clover,
and mileh cows belonging to people in the city
were feeding upon the rich pastore. The milk and
butter obtained from these cows iz exeellent; I have
never tasted better in England. I returned again
to the Victoria at six o’clock, where there waa
another substantial mesl prepared, consisting of tea,
bread and butier, cold mution and beef, radiches
and watercresses.

By this time the shopkeepers and other dealers
had learnt that I was & mew arrival from the old
oountry, and several of them inquired if I had any
fire-arms for sale. Such was the demand for Colt’s
revolvers, that some of them offered me as much as
twenty pounds for one of those weapors. I was
unable fo meet the demand, but told them that they
conld obtain different kinds of fire-arms by going
to the ship I had leff, if she were still in the gulf,
Before any of them could reach her she had eailed
for Melbourne,

. T occupied thie night in a smell room in the rear
of theinn, containing a very comfortable bed. There
was & paseage leading between a number of dormi-
tories, and each of these places was mumbered ;
mine was No. 8, In the morning, after a bearty
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breakfast, I sallied forth to see the doings of the
returned gold diggers. Only three meals are par-
taken of during the day, in any of the Australian
oolonies, but they are generally very satisfying ones.
Animal food, mostly mutton, ia always placed upon
the table. When I turned out at nine o’clock, the
principal strecis in the city were literally alive with
the diggers. Some were riding about at afurious rate,
on newly purchased horses, for which they had paid
extravagant prices. Others had hired conveyances,
and filled them with their wives and female ac-
quaintance, and were driving espress, in the direc-
tion of the country. Many newly married couples
were proceeding from the church on North terrace,
followed by yousg men and women, dressed in
the gayest manner possible, the ladies especially,
The gaudiest and most expensive dresses that
Hindley-strest could produce had been bought
for them by their admirers, and thecostliest bijouterie,
in the shape of rings, brooches, and lockets, that
the shop of Pollack, the first jeweller in Adelaide,
ocould supply, adorned the various parts of these
stylish customers. Most of these dashing young
ladies had been taken from the side of s washing
tub, only a few hours before, but they appeared
as completely at ease under their rich lace veils, and
brilliant costumes, as the best bred lady in the
colony. Tandums, and all sorts of fast-going con-
veyances were driving towards the country, full
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"of parties of this description, who seemed to be
almost mad with happiness.

The legislative conncil had passed an act a short
time before I arrived, by whioh the price of gold
was raised to £3 8s, per ounce. Previous to the
enactment; of this law, the gold sold in Adelaide did
not produce more than £2 10s., and £3 per ounce ;
and this new ordirance caused a considerable influx
of the precicus metal. In all the shops of any im-
portance, placards were exhibited in the windows,
with “gold bought, or taken in exchange for goods”
at the above-named price, and the shopkeepers were
standing behind their counters, rubbing their hands
and smiling at the general prosperity. Many of the
jewellers exhibited gold dust, and nuggets of gold,
in their windows, to the amount of several thousands
of pounds sterling. I heard ne complaint made
about any thing, but the absernce of labour.

The diggings had croated new wants, that bad
never beer heard of before in the colony, Tent-
making was one of these, and multitudes of run.a-way
sailors who had been shephording in the bush, had
returned to the city, and were engaged at this werk.
Extensive contracts had been entered into by atent~
making firm in Adelaide, with the Melbourne govern-
ment, for tenta that were to be used by those em-
ployed in constructing new roads in the colony of
Viotoria. The sailors and others who made thess
marquees, oarned from ten to twelve shillings per




FEW IEALAND., 61

day. The lining was formed of thick druggeting,
and the women employed in putting the linings
together received from five to six shillings per day.

The next day I removed from the Victoria to
private lodgings in Leigh-streot, where I remained
during my stay in Adelaide. When fairly settled
in my new abode, I spont several days in taking &
survey of the city. The land towards the port is
nearly destitute of trees, there is scarely any grass
or vegetation upon the unenclosed portions in front
of the gaol, and the ground in this neighbourhood
han a most barren appearance, Entering the city
from this direotion the first object that attracts
the notice of a stranger, is the moument of Colonel
Light, (who rendered mome important services to
South Australia, soon after the founding of the
colony) which stands in the middle of Light Square,
This monutnent resembles the style of some of the
King Edward’s orosses that remain in England, and
it covers the spot where Colonel Light was interred.
The city is laid out in twenty acre blocks, an
arrangement which makes the eross streets at an
inconvenieat distance from each other. The princi-
pal thoroughfares, where the greatest amount of
business is done, are Hindley-street and King
William-street, The drapers and grooers® shops, in
Hindley-street, would lose nothing by comparison
with the shops in the seoonil rate sireets of London.
There are two suotion rooms in this street, owned
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by Fox and Me.Cabe; the commeroial anotion rooms
are close to the Exchange Hotel, at the corner of
Hindley-street and King Williaw-street, Hiadley-
sirect iz nearly two miles long, The footpaths in
this, and il the other streels, are composed of earth
raised & few inches above the earriage road, in front
of the shops. The only exception is a row of shops
here and there with flagged spaces in front of them.
The shops of the green grocers are on the south
side of Hindley-stroet, and are protected from the
pan's rays by verandahs, which cover the pathways,
and under which a comfortable walk may be enjoyed
during the rainy season, Potatoes, pumpkins, and
other vegeiables, are purchased of the gardeners
and country people, by these grocers, and retailed
by them. King William-street is nearly double the
width of Hindley-sireet, and contains some vey fine
edifices, among which are the bank of Australia,
the government offices, and the post office. The
latter is sufficienily large to meet the wanis of
dounble the present population of Adelaide. King
William.street crosses Hindley-street, at right
engles, about the middle of the city, and from this
intersection of the two streets, the Court honses and
offices belonging to them, may be seen at ita south
end, and the Government house, which stands on the
north side of North terrace, at its north end. During
the fine clear days that often ocour in the rainy
season, this intorsection presents a bustling and
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animated appearance, Large bullock drays, laden
with the produce of the country, each drawn by six
great long-horned bullocks, with bells hung to their
necks, and belabonred most unmereifully by their
drivers, with whips of enormous length and strength,
may be seen arriving in different quarters, from the
country, and taking up their places here to be un-
loaded; cattle-drivers, and shepherds, with sheep
and csttle destined for slaughter, galloping and
ronning after their different charges; well dressed
citizens and merchants, bargaining for the different
commodities around them ; black fellows and black
gins sitting under the verandahs, and prowling about
to obtain any thing that ean be piocked up in the
way of eatables; and omnibuses and carts freighted
with their living cargoes. The atmosphere is so
clear, that one ean stand here and see all the move-
ments of these living streams, as far as the eye can
reach, pouring iz and concentrating at this spot.
Many of the scenes I witneased were of such a
mixed oriental and western desoription, that they
reminded me of the beavtiful pictures I had seen in
London, representing nearly similar groups in Egypt
and modern Palestine. The Court houses, which ars
commodions, are built of a brownish kind of sand-
stone, which ia obtained both from Encounter bay
and quarries in the mountains of Glen Osmond, and
the roofs are covered with slate brought from home,
The cost of these atructures was £12000. The
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Government house, on North terrace, ia strronnded
by a high wall, and stands in the middle of a taste-
folly laid ont garden and shrubbery. Tropieal
plants and immense aloes may bo seen from the
opening at the principal gate, on the outside of
whioch a shed is ereoted for the sentery on guard to
stand in, during the hot weatherand the rainy season.
The Government house has no architectural ele-
ganee, in which respect it is surpassed by meany of
the hotels and private gentlemen’s houses., There
are churches and chapels in the city belonging io
nearly every demomination of christians. The
Wesleyan chapel is a fine building, in the modern
Gothio style. The interior is tastefully fifted up
with seats, made of oak, and finished with mouldings
of native cedar, and there is a bell snspended in &
belfry on the north end of the obapel, which an-
nounces the hour of prayer, on each returning Sab-
bath. The Indeperidents, the Kirk of Scotland, the
Froe Kirk, and the Roman Catholics, have each com-
fortable places of worship. The Episcopal church is
on North terrace. It is a plain unassuming build-
ing, with & square tower at the west end. The
Baptists have a very small neat chapel, which is
beantifully situated, a short distance from the south
end of Gawler place, There is a chapel belonging
to a denomination which is of purely colonial origin.
The minister is a retired soldier, and he has suc-
cpeded in raising the means {o build this chapel for
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hmuself. ¥ do not know exncily what are the doo.
trines he promulgates, but his ministrations are
attended by a respectable congregation. Sunday
schools are attacked to nearly all of them, and they
are numervasly attended by the children of the
working people.

Daring the rainy seasor in June, July, andAngm
the sirests aro rendered so soft by the rain, and are
so mueh 6ut ap by the immense trafie of which they
are the chanmel, that they can soarcely be traversed
in any part of the city, without petting half way up
to the knees in mud. Two or thres sucosssive fine
days soon dries all this up, and you can then walk
about as comfortably as in Regent-streat, or the
west end of London. Many of the old colonists say
that ohildren had frequently o be fished out of the
mud holes in the streets, after being nearly suffo-
cated, in the early days of the colony, One ro-
mancing old shoemaker told me that he once knew
& bullock dtay, bullocks, driver, and all, go down
into the mud in Gawler place, and they were never
seen more, This worthy, howerer, was known to
have a very vivid imagination, and the accident
oocurred only in that region of his wanderings.
Most of the citiens wear long boots, which reach
considerably above the knee, in consequence of this
state of the public thoroughfares,

The principal hotels are the Exchange, the Blen-
heim, and the York, These are all in Hindley-
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street. Of second-rate inns and public-houses, there
is ope at nearly every street corner. There in no
light in the streets at night, but that derived from
the lamps above the doors of the publicans, but these
aro go close to each other, in some places, that the
illumination yielded by them is considerable. Troy
Knight, and a very respectable corps dramatique,
were performing nightly in the theatre, to housecs
filled to overflowing with gold diggers. Numerous

- wrestling matches came off at the Cornish arms, a

public-house on the Glen Osmond road; some of
these contests were for forty pounds, and others fifty
pounds a.side. The wrestlers were principally
Cornish men, and the collar and elbow siyle of
wrestling was that practised by them. Some of
them displayed considerable agility, as well as a
great knowledge of the law of forces, and all the
prires were well contested for,

There was great scarcity of copper and amall
gilver ooin in the oity, The Union Bauk of
Anustralia, on North terrace, and the Bank of Aus-
tralia, were charging five per cent for cashing their
own notes. Five shilling papers were issued by
some of the larger shopkeeping firms, and two-
penny papers, by some of the small shopa and
publicane, to meet the exigences of the times.

The printers and compositors, at the offices of
the * Adelaide Times,” and the * South Ausiralian
Observer,” were working nearly night and day, to
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meet the public demand for newspapers. 8ome of
these men were earning from fifleen shillings to
twenty shillings per day.

There is & fine promenade on North terrace,
which commences at the shed besides the Governor's
gate, and extends along the side of the high wall,
on the south side of (lovernment house, to ihe
eastern extremity of the terrace. It exceeds
half-a-mile in extent, and a sirong railing rune
along its whole length, on the side next the
strect. Here, on the Sanday afternoome, and the
fine evenings during the week, all the fashion and
beauty of Adelaide “most do congregate.” The ,
view from the Qovernor's gate of North. terrace,
when it is covered with gaily.dressed crowds of
citizens, is prorounced by all who have seen it, to
be without a parallel in any of the Australian
colonies. The large gum-trees at the eastern ex-
tremity of the promensade, seem to be planted in
long avenues, whose ends merge into » dense mass
of green foliage at the foot of the distant hills, and
the large tops of the gum.trees rise behind each
other on the sides of the acclivities, and give to
them the aspeet of a vast natural amphitheatre of
dark green woods, standing out in bold relief,
beneath the clear bright blue of an Anstralian sky,
Add to this, the rich dresses and sparkling jewellry
of the Adelaide ladies, and the various costumes of
the different nations, brought here by individuals
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" from a1l parts of the globe, which may be often

seen in the foreground of this splendid combination
of the pieturesque and heautifnl, and a finer €out
ensemble can hardly be imagimed.

North Adelaide stards on & slight eminenos-on tho
morthern side of the river Torrens, The Mream iz
crozssed by a foot bridge, above the Government
house, and below this there is & ford over which
the drays and other conveyances pass. The piroets
are nof ro much ont up by traffic as in South Ade.
laide, and most of the houses have amall Sower
gardens in front of them, planted with large aloss,
and brilliant tropical fiowers, which give to the
strecls @& pleasing and ohoerful appearance. The
houses in tho north and south parts-of the eity,
with the exception of the Court houses and soms of
the chapels, are roofed with wooden shingles, made
from the wood of the etringy-bark-tree, and other
gimilar trées. The wood is out into thin pieoos,
measuring about {welve inches by gix, and these are
fastoned down upon the rafters with nails, in the
same mannet as slates. A stranger wosld be apt
to think that these kind of reofs would be extremely
linble to ignite. Such is not the case ; stringy-back
s » kind of wood that is not inflammable, and
fires of any magnitude are rare. The wood of
the red snd white gum-tree is the prineipal fuel
of the inhabitants. The fires are made upon the
hearth, and there are two bars of iron supported
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upon bricks, laid across the fire place, on which to
place the kettle, and other cooking utensils. Every
honseholder is provided with a saw and & strong
narrow-headed axe, with a long handle. With this
axa they out and split up the wood, after it is sawn
into short lengths with the saw. A fine view of
South Adelaide, and the country towarda the port,
msy be had from the riing ground above North
Adelaide, and theaye is such an entire abeence of
smoke or mist about the eity, that all its streets
and Ianes can be traced with the greatest minuteness.
The gaol is & strong brick bailding, built with a
considerable degree of taste; it stands a mile from
tha Government house, on the same side of the
Torrens, and it is gonerally called by evil-doers,
who have been in durance vile within ita walls, Mr,
Ashion’s hotel, Ashton being the name of the pre-
sent governor. .

Adelaide college is situate about half-a~mile east
of the Government house, in the domsin, and is
surronnded by fine gardens and ehrubberies. The
hospital stands néar the college ; both of these are
large buildings, and well adapted for their respeo-
tive purposes. Adjoining the college-grounds there
is & large nursery garden, well stocked with grape,
peach, almond, orange, and other fruif trees, and
there are footpaths branching from if. Some of
them- lead to little brooks and sireains of the
pureet water, which are crossed by rustio hridgea,
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fixed to large gum-frees on each side of the stream,
These bridges form delightful resting-places for the
citizens in their evening walks. Many of the foot-
paths conduct to beautifnl little suburban villages
and hamlets, which stand at the foof of the hilla,
Most of the houses in these places are surromnded
by large fruit-gardens, and when I visited them,
the almond and peach irees wers covered with
blossoms, and the tall gum-trees had put on a livery
of the darkest green. Here and there a native
might be seen standing besides a fallen tree, with
an axe in his hend, with which he would strike a
blow abont; every five minntes, that awakened the
ochoes of the surrounding neighbourhood. The
beautiful combinations of wood and water in this
district are truly enchanting. Several of the
wealthy citizens have country villas, perched upon
the sides of the hills, and fitted up in & style of
elegance and comfort that make them look like
perfect elysiums, There are also some elegant little
chapels hore, with burial grounds attached to them,
and they are so beautifally situsted as to make one
*“ almost in love with death.”

The cemetery is on the south side of the eity, at
the end of the road leadivg to Willunga. [t is
surronnded by a fenoo made of earth, which is sur-
mounted with strong railing. Most of the tombstones
and graves are covered with long rank grass, which
imparts to the place a lonely and dreary-like aspeet.
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This cemelery will be sufficiently large for the
requirements of Adelaide, for a long time to come.

Captain Travers and a company of the 11th
regiment, were all the military gnartered in the
city, bnt there was an efficient body of foot and
monnted police, principally consisting of men who
had received a good education. Some had been
mercantile elerks, others drapers’ assistants, and en-
grossing clerks, who had left home with an idea of
bettering their condition, & very common delusion
among this class of men, who are least required of
any in this colony. They are obliged to turn their
hands to any thing they can get to do, in order to
make & living, Some become porters, and cart-

. drivers, othera go into the bush and turn shepherds,
and oattle-drivers, and some break stones upon the
publie roads,

The water for the eily is ohiefly proenred from
the Torrens, Tbhis river rises in some of the
mountain ranges, between forty and fifty miles from
Adelaide. The fluid is brought into the ity in
wafer carts, and charged at so much per gallon,
according to the distance. Many of the watermeon
were earning between tweniy shillings and thirty
shillings per day. The water is excellent, and &
plentiful supply can always be obtained, even im
the drieat seasons. The Torrens iz not much broader
than an ordinary ocanal, where it passes the Govern~
ment house, and the blackened stumps of trees that
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have been oarried down by the flood, during the
rainy meason, ruay bo seen lying abowt upen its
banks. A majority of thesa irees have been
brought down from the elearinge and burnings, that
take place in the bush during the summer, and they
are quite & god-send to the inhabitants of North
Adelaide, not a fow of whom obiain as much fael az
will gerve for five or six months, for the trouble of
fishing it out of the river. During thersiny season,
the Torrers is continually at war with its banks, and
the bridges thrown acoross it. The bridges are often
swept away with the floods that ocear in this season,
and 20 rapid is the rising of the river on these oeca-
sions, that all the low lands are inundated to a con-
siderable depth, in & very short time, and the aoun-
try for miles round is completely submerged in lone
than an hour. Many of the people who live on
the banks of the river, ap in the couniry, have
had both their bouses and furmiture swept awsy
by these flooda,

The finest wheat growing distriet in South Aus-
{ralis, or perhaps in the world, ia Willunga. It is
about twenty miles south of Adelside, and there
is an excellent road infc the very centre of it.
The land consists of extensive plaing, and the soil
is a.rich brawn loam and ocontains all the gualities
essential for growing the finest wheat, the yield
being often hotween twenty and thirty Catlisle
bushels to the acre. There are annual ploughing
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matohes in this district, The prizes consist of money
and medals, and the Willunga youths give illustra-
tions of ploughing, at these times, that eould not
be surpassed in the first agrienltural counties in
England. The farm honses in Willunga have quite
sn English appearance, most of them having large
orchards, vell stooked with grapes, oranges, vines,
and peachdd, :Every description of vegetables
can be cultivated the whole year round, ' The hns-
bandman, in-this highly favcared comitry, bhas sel-
dom oogasion’ to be alarmed for the safety of his
crops. The weather is generally so propitious during
the time ‘of harvest, that the cirn can be prepared,
if nece#sary, for $hb inarket, in-the figld, Some of
the farmors'use & teaping machitie 40 put the corn,
or rathet‘t® knotk it but of tho ear; and leave the
straw standing on'the fleld, This mode of reaping,
however, is nttended with grent waste, and is only
resorted (o0 on account of the want of labour.
‘When the sora iy cut 'by hand, the reapers take
as muds of the straw’ ws will make the sheaves long
enouph .te be tied up, without slipping throngh the
bands tintt go round them, and the stubble left upon
the groand will reach considerably above the knee
of an ordingry.sized sian:: Laucerne grass and bar-
ley aro frequenily sown' togeiher, and out, while
green, for hay. The elinmte is too warm for oats ;
they never arrive at the same perfection as in Van
Diemen’s Land, and further south, ‘they! are
» . :
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therefore not much cultivated here. I have also
tasted some of the native apples and gooseberriea
but they are very insipid, and devoid of the rich
fisvour of those of home-growth. The beet pota-
toes grow in marshy grounds, and in gofl that con-
tains the greatest amount of decayed vegelable
matter; they can be produced all the year.
Most of the farmers dig them out of the ground,
and bring them direct to the market, where they are
bought and etored by the dealers. They had been
alightly affected by the same disease that prevails
at home. They were selling at twopence per pound,
The dairy produce of Willunga is excellent, as re-
gards the milk and butter, bui the cheese is of &
very inferior quality, both in appearance and taste,
‘it is mearcely preferable to so much soap. The
butter was selling at one ehilling and fourpence per
pound, the cheese at one shilling and sixpence, and
the milk at fonrpence per quart. The latter was
generally excellent; chalk and water are seldom
used to adulterate by the Adelaide milk-sollers, The
mutton sold in the Adelaide market, in winter, is
prime. A sheep weighs between forty and fifty
pounds, and oan be purchased, fat, for about nine
shillings, and lean for about six. The mutton was
gelling at twopemce and twopence-half-perny per
pound, The beef never equals that at home, not
even in the ralny season, and the cattle are always
in the best condition dering that time, In snmmer
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both mutton and beef are greatly inferior to home-
- produce. The cattle are a mixed broken kind of
breed, mueh resembling the animals that nsed to he
imported from the south of Ireland, to the north of
England and Scotland, about twenty years ago.
Very fow of the Durham breed and the finer kinds
of cattie have found their way here: there is
ample room in thie respect for speculation by farmers
at home, especielly those who may think of making
this fine ecleny tho field of their labours in the pur-
suit of agriculture, aud breeding atock, The bullocks
used for draught are fine animals ; they are chiefly
of the long-horned breed, and the price of a pair
is from fifteen pounds {o twenty pounds. The cost
of s lean cow is from three pounds to five pounds,
and a fat one from six pounds to eight pounds. The
horses.in Adélaide and the neighbourhood are not
useally fine-looking animals, but their powers of
endurance are great, and thoy secem to be little
worse after & journey of sixty or seventy miles, &
distanoce which many of them will travel in one day.
The scuth Austrakians drive and ride at a furious
rate, and it would be rare {o see & horseman, or
& conveysnos of any kind, going slowly, In my
wanderings about the country, I never met a cart or
an equestrian, bat they were going at full apeed, let
the road be good or bad, up-hill or dowe-hill, The
price of a horse was from twelve pounds to fifteen
pounds,
»3
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The sweet villaga of Glen Osmond lies at the foot
of tho hills, about two-and-a-half miles distant from
Adelaide. ' Mg first vinit to this place was on a
beautiful Sunday morning, The weather had been
fine for several -days, and the roads wers dry and
fim, Many well dressed people were coming from
the eountry to their respective places of worship in
the oity. Little brooks and streams of the purest
water were rmnning by the sides of the road and
through the fields. About half-way between the
city and Glen Qemond, there aro the Mount Barker
Road nursery gardens, where large quantities of
vegotables and fruit frees are cultivated. The sheriff
of Adelaide, Mr. Newenham, has & charming resi-
dence in the middls of the village, and not a few
of the gentry have their country seats in this
peighibourhood. The hedges by the road side are
planted with » shrob, resembling the privet, nsed in
some parte of England for the fences of gardens.
This shriub. grows in great abundanee in Kangaroo
Tsland, ahd is ealled Kangaroo quick, in consequence
of beig principally brought from that place, Thera
ié'n -pblic-honse i the village, kept by Mr. Hen-
dersor, a .native of Whitehaven, in Cumberland,
and there are several. amall tradesmen and shop-
Keepers it the place. The ocottages kwve gardens
to them, and some of the small -proprietors make s
good living by selling the producs of théir gardens
in the city. Several of the houses are built of -
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wood, some of brick and stove, and most of them
are painted and ornamented with much {aste, and an
appesrance of comfort pervadea them all. The road
through the village is kept in good repsir, and is
equsl to onr public roads at home;, An exaellent
spring of water, at the far-end, supplics the inhabi-
tanis constanily, A small white cotfage stands
close to this spring, which impprts to the green-
sward and the {all gum-trees that overhang the
place, from the side of the mountain, whence the
spring has iis souroce, a very picturesque air. The
@Glen Osmond hills are nearly all eovered with tall
gum-treea to the very top, and on some of them
the soil is composed of a rich dark loam, from three
to four feet in depth. The vino flourishes luxuriantly
here, and it is probable that as the oolony advanees,
and labour becomes more plentiful, that these hills
will be covered by extensive vineyards, The wine
extracted from the grapes grown in this neighbour-
hood, is equal, if not saperior, to most of the Cape
wines. I ascended one of the highest of these ae-
clivities, from which I had en extensive prospect of
the sarrounding country. Towards the west was the
oity of Adelaide, the port and the gulf, with the
.ohips lying at anchor ; in the direotion north and
south, were long stretches of cultivated land and
peaceful looking cottages and farmsteads, gnd in
the east, the long ranges of hills werp overlooked
by the thickly wooded summit of Mount Lofty.
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- The air was pure and bracing, and that peenliar awe
that is ever experienced on ascending to the tops of
mountging came over me, All around was as silent
a8 death ; not a single bird or inseet was to be seen
or heard, and I remained gazing at the magnificent
panorama before me, till I began to foal the effeets
of the clear monntain air upon my stomach, a ecall
of nature which I heeded by descending into the
valley ; and in strolling back to the village, I met
8 shoemaker who had beer two years in the colony.
He had & neat cottage in (Glen Oamond ; his garden
"was well stocked with potatoes, turnips, and other
vegetables, ho had a nice little wife, and counld earn
plenty of money, but with all these comforts he was
not satisfied. I went with him to inspect his gar- .
den, and he related to me most of his colonial ex-
periences, but he was such & grumbler, that I had
little faith in any of his statements. I remained
with him till his wife summoned him to dinner, of
which I was aldo inviled to partake, an invitation
which my famished condition rendered very ne-
ceptable. The meal consisted of a piece of nice
boiled mutton, turnips, and potatoes, after which;
there was a pudding made of sweet almonds, and it
is necdless to say that I participated in thesé whole-
gome preparations with a relish only known to those
who have ventured to spproach a few thousand feot
nearer heaven, by climbing o the top of a moun-
taln, The wife of this man was the very antithesis
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of himself ; ehe was cheerful and happy. She spoke

_highly of the colony, and only laughed a} the hus-
band’s grumblings, called him the diseontented
settler. The road through Glen Osmoand leads to
Gawler Town, German Town, Echunga, Onkiper-
inga, Mount Barker, the Murray River, and the
lately amnexed Satiara country, and Melbomrne.
Gawler Plains, near Gawler Town, is a rich agrioul-
tural district, about twenty miles from Adelaide;
and Mount Barker is delightfully situated among
the hills, between twenty and thirty miles from
Gawler Town. The climate in those high lands s
one of the finest in the world. The hot winds {hat
cause ko mach prostration in Adelaide during sum-
mer, are go little felt there, that Mount Barker is
likely at some time to become the Malvern of South
Australia. Shortly after the discovery of the Gold
fields In Vietoria, it was said that there was not s
single man left between Gawler Town and the
_ Mountain Huf, a public-house among the hills, -
about four miles from Glen Osmond : and there was
only one man left i Gawler Town, and the women
wonld have him raffled for.

Thousands of acres of the finest land, beyond
Mount Barker and towards the Murray, are svailable
for agriculture, and at present support thonsands
of sheep and cattle. Every encoursgement seemed -
to be given by the Governor, Sir Henry Fox Young,
and the legislative ocouneil, {0 purchasers of small
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seotions of land ; and many of the suceessful diggrers
-had made aonsiderable purchsses in that way, and
were gettling down in the colony to cultivate their

newly acquired possesrions, adding still more to the
- wealth and prosperity of the country.

The Governor was popular. I saw him frequently
going t6 the Governmeat offices in the morning,
-and he was treated by the citizens with the same
reepect as a private gentleman. There was very
little adulatory nonsense about the people; every
onms seomed to attend to his own business, and the
Governar was expeeted to mind his,

The markets were difficult to speculate upon,
Blop-clothing and imported shoes could be bought
a8 cheap as they could be had in London, and yet
the wages of tailors and shoemakers were more
than double whet they are at home, and abundanco
of employment for both trades. The majority of
the people that have been any length of time in the
colony, have o prejudice against any thing that is
not of eolonial manufacture, those living in the
bush espeeially.. Owing to the rough life they lead,
their clothing requires o be -capable of enduring
wear-and-tear, and they are no way serupulous about
the price, if the article is strongly made. Such as
have ventured to bay slop-clothing .to wear in the
‘bush, have found it very disagreeable when a schism
took place in differeni parts of their coats and
small olothes, they being at the time four or five
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hundred miles from the shop of & tailor or a seam-
stress. I frequently saw excellent shaoling jackets
sold in Fox and Mo.Cabe’s auction'rooms, for two
shillings and sixpence and five shillings, that would
cost, at the very least, one ponnd at home. These,
however, were aaorifices rede by. people about to
start for the Gold fields, All articles of sny des-
cription, that are sent to this colony, ought to be
made well, and of the hest materials, The people
like good things, and they aan afford fo pey for
them. ,The boots and whoes in tha shoemakers’
shope, which fetch the highest prics, .Are marked
* colonial made,” and other things, not made here,
sell well on account of this mark. Reugh wrights
and house earpenters were mnoh wanted, All the
imploments necessary.for agrioultural purposes are
made in Adelaide, Thereisgreatroom for improve-
ment in some of the means uged fo convey the
praduce of the country to the market, The heavy
bulloek~dray might be superseded by the one-horse
eart, with considerable advantage to the farmers,
and 8 great economy of time, .as well as animal
power, would be effected by its general adoption,
by those who live forty or fifty miles from the aity.
It is much befter adapted for bad roads than the
heavy dray, and if it shonld chanee to get upset, or
stick in the mud, as is frequently the case with the
drays, it is far easior to be extricated. _
The aborigines are fast beecoming extinet; but
pb



82 AUSTRALIA AND

there are still a few of the Adelaide tribe remaining

- about the city. During tho day-time they may be
seen pitting under the verandas, and basking in the
sun at the corners of the streets, and at night they
aleap under the trees, and behind * whurlics” in the
domain, Some of them will cut a piece of fire-wood
for & fow pence, or any kind of broken mea!, but
they do this with the greatest reluctance, A blanket
is given to each of them, once a year, by the
government, and the publicans are subject to &
penalty of five pounds, if they are known to sell
them any kind of intoxicating drinks, This pro-
hibition is very little heeded by some of the imu.*
koepers. I have frequently seen black fellows and
black gins, rolling about in & beestly state of
intoxieation, There can be mo doubt that the
miserable-looking beings that prowl about the sireets
of Adelaide, are the very lowest In the poale of
bumanity. I am quite sure if Lord Monbodds had
seen some of these frightful-looking beings, before
he wrote his celobrated treatise on the tail theory,
of the human race, he wounld have concluded that -
these were the last portion of the human family that
had lost their tails, They seem %o have no idea
about eaving or scoumulating any kind of property.
All their earnings are squandered in tobacco and
intoxicating drinks. The dissipated habits they have
acquired, by being brought in eontact with. the white
man, are fast tending to the eradication of the entire
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race of those in the meighbourhood of the towns.
Five or six years back, there were sometimes four
or five hundred of them in the vieinity of Adelaide,
and now there are pot more than one hundred and
fitty. They are excellent linguists, and good
imitators of sounds. 'The greater part of the young
men, and young women or gins, can converse
very fluently in the English language, Thirty or
forty of them, of both sexes, may be seen ocoasicnally
on the banks of the Torrens, near the gaol, throwing
the spear, and dancing a coroborey. The men carry
with them a short kind of stiok, called a « waddy,”
made of some heavy kind of wood., They can use
these “ waddies” either for offence or defence, 8o as
to make them very formidable weapons, Some of
the men were dressed in tromsers, shooting jackets,
and ruatie hats, which had been given them for
cutting fire-wood, and other little jobs which they
can occasionally be persuaded to do ; and one man
was dressed in an excellent suit of black ecloth,
which he had received as pay for doing work of this
description. Several of the gina were dressed in old
calico gowns, but the form of the pattern, and the
original colour of the garment, were entirely lost
benesth a covering of gresse and dirt. The bulk
of the men have no other covering, excepi a striped
or blue and red serge shirt, which reaches to a few
inches above the knee, and a large proportion of the
gins have a blanket wrapped round them, which. is
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their only covering : I have sometimes seen them ¢
short distance from the city, destitute of ever this,
and entirely naked. When their skins are clean,
which is rarely, they are jet black. The men have
long black curly hair, fine large dark eyes, broad
nouce, thick lips, and very big mouths, but not se
much inclined to pont as the African negro. . The
géneral expression of their countenance is einiater
and forbidding, offering none of that mild demean-
our that frequently characterises the African race
of negroes. Their average height is about five feet:
five inches, but I xaw many fine {all young follows,
who had been brought down out of the country
by the farmers, and they had broad chests and strong
muscular limbs. Those tribes who live up the
country, towards the Murray river, are much-snperior
to those about Adelaide, and they have the sense of
gight and emell in the greatest perfeciion. They
can track the scent of stray sheep and oattle with
the quickness of a bloodhound. The Adelaide ging
are considerably uglier than the men, especially
those that are married and have children, (or piek-
aninnies,} They have large pouting months, and
their hair is often daubed with grease, and some-
times shaded back bebind the ears, and fastened
with a piece of string or tape; but it is more com-
‘monly seen hanging about their faces, tangled and
‘matted, the same a8 the men’s. Almost all of them
‘have large hanging abdomens, and their legs and
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arms are very lean, and covered with long black
hair, Their foreheads are extremely low, and their
long lank legs and arms, which are always left bare
by the blanket, add to'their forbidding appearance,
'They usually have a little pickaninnie fastened upon
their backs, with its black head protruding from
underneath the blanket behind their necks. They
are dreadfolly beaten by their husbands, or lubras;
lubra signifies either husband or wife. Many of them
have had eyes knocked out, and been seriously
mutilated by the chastisements inflictod on them by
their lords, The pickaninnies and young ging are
generally plump and faf, till they reach the years of
twelve or thirteen, when they marry; and about
twelve months after that event they become so lean
and emaociated, that they would hardly be recognised
.a8 the same beingd, by those who had not seen them
from the beginning to the ¢nd of that period : they.
have chiefly adopted English names. If asked what
heir namés are, they will #ay sither Mary Ann, Jane,-
or Betay; and Jemmy and Jackey are very common
names among the men.

All tha tribes bury their dead secretly, and they
dsab. their hair with pipe-clay, and put streaks of
the same upon their. fseez and eye-brows, and this
kind of mourning remaioe $ill it is rubbed off by
time. I was told by one of the earliest gottlers,
that the Adelaide tribe practise the rite of ciroum-
cigion, They are well acquainted with the anatomy
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of the human frame, and the organs essential fo
life. Thie knowledge was alarmingly exemplified
on the firet founding of the eity of Adelaide. A man
eniployed in some of the surveying operations about
the city, went one evening to see a number of the
natives on the banks of the Torrens, where the gaol
now stands, dance a coroborey, and he lzid down
upon the grass, and fell asleep: the next morning
he was found lying in the same place, but quite
dead. There were no marks of violence npon the
body, excopt a small red puncture upon the left
breast. On opening tke corpse, the bobe of an
emvu, several inches long, and sharpened to a point
at one end, was found {o have been so dexterounsly
inserted through this punciure, as to pase right
through the centre of the heart. Long before day-
light, all the tribe fled into the bushk, and the per-
petrators of the crime were never discovered.
Efforts have been made, by missionaries and others,
_to civilize and convert them to Christianity, but
these endeavours have never been successfal. Some
of the gins and boys were taken when very young,
sent o achools, and accuatomed to the ecomforts of
a civilized life, but as soon aa they arrived at a
certain age, they sought their brethren in the bush,
preferring the freedom lo be enjoyed under the
shade of the * whurlie” and gum-tree, before the
enjoyments of social existence, They have some
faint glimmerings of a fature state, but their know-
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ledge of a bad spirit, or devil, a8 they eall him,
seems {o have been derived from the preachings of
the white-men amongst them. All that has been
imparted to them of the truths of christianity, and
a future state, has only led them to believe that
* white fellow’s heaven” is a country where thereis
& never-failing supply of mutton and beef. Great
numbers of the men were execnted for murder soon
after the founding of the colony, and every exertion
was wade by the government Chaplain and others,
to enlighten their minds with the Christian revels-
tion. One of the malefactors, on whom it was
fancied the right impression had been produced, was
ssked by the Chaplain when about to aseend the
scaffold, on what his hopes of o future state were
bnilt, The anewer to the reverend interrogator
was ‘ budgres, white fellow,” peinting up to heaven,
“all right, plenty jumbuck (mution) up there:”
budgree means good. There seoms to be a general
belief among all the tribes, that after they have.
been buried some time, they will jump up again
white fellows. This -notion is possibly of no very
remote date, and it is likely fo have been imbibed
by them, since they have become acquainted with
white men.

They cannot comprehend the many strange con-
tradictions of * white fellow.,” They say that
_ * white fellow, great fool to work hard, and build
a great house (the gaol) to put white fellow in, and
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Aig him up if he kill another white fellow.” They are
groat laughers, and if any thing is told to them that
they ocaunot comprehend, they will set up & loud
laugh, and say, “ah! ah! white fellow, too much
plenty gammon I” Of the half cast children, the
greater part are destroyed as soon as they are born.
1 saw some of these half-cast in Adelaide; they
- make good shepherds, and some of them are em-
ployed in the stores and warchouses in the city,
The social and moral condition of the working-
people in Adelaide, and South Australis, seems in
advance of what it iy at home. There are no indigent
pecple, to whom the texm * poor” ean be applied in
the same sense that i} is used in England. I never met
with a single persont asking charity, The amount
‘of intoxicating drinks that are taken is certainly
alarming, but, their consumption doos not seem fo
be productive of .80 much destitution as in the old
couniry, .end the interference of the police is in
logs. - voquieition to suppress drunken squabbles,
Nearly all the working-people are addicted to liguor,
bt habitval female drunkards do unet exhibit in
their personal appeatance and dress, so filthy and
degraded an aspect, as many of the abandoned
females on the sireets of London. Adjoining my
lodgings in Leigh-street, there was a widow with
three danghters, who earned a good living by wash-
ing. I bave seen one of these girls go to the nearest
public-house seven times during the day, and brirg
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back each time half-a-gallon of beer, in a large white
jug : and this was conshmed on the premines with-
“out, the least breach of the public peace. The old
woman and her dsughters were always elean amd
. well dresged, and their honse was a madel of neatness
and order, My landlady used often to slip out at
.the babk-door, unknown to her husbarnd, and join
them in their orgies. When I went home in the
evening, I not unfrequently found her standing
behind the door in the kilchen, partially inebriated.
She was a little dumpty red-haired Irishwomag, about
fifty years of age, with a tremendous squint in both
eyes. 1 always imagined that she sqninted more at
these times than any other. Her first guestion on
making my appearance was—" Mr. ...... have you
had your tea 2’ When I saw her condition, my reply
was, “0 yes! Mrs, Byrne, all’s right, stand where you
are.” Her hushand was a sober and respactable
man ; mueh younger than herself; and he was very
much grieved about her occasional backslidings,
These did not happen more than once or twice a
week, and always in the evenings. At other times
ghe was olean and indusirious, and an excellent
-eook, The manner in which she treated me during
-my-stay with them, made me always inclined to for-
give any.of these short-comings.

. Proatidnution here, is not of that disgusting
.characdey whieh.it exhibila on the streets of London
«x: Liiverpool, Thie sums of money obtained, from
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this miserable trade wonld searcely be eredited by
those wnacquainted with the place. Most of the
wretched females are Irisk orphan girls, and needie-
women, who have been imported from London, and
they are gonerally called after the ships that earried
them out. '

The desire for intoxicating drinks, by both sexes,
prevails to a greater extent than at bome. Of this
I oan speak from personal experience. I never had
any inclination for strong drinks in my native land,
here it was very different. The drinking of even
half a glass of spirits produced suchk an intense
craving for more, that to aveid excesses, I abatain-
ed from them altogether, and I am quite convinced,
that to prevent the use, or rather abuse of intoxica-
ting drinks in the Australian colonies, their sale
must be prohibited.

There are only two classes of people here. Thero
is no middle class, to- which that word is applicable,
a8 understood at home, The legislative counsel is
chiefly composed of men who have oarned a com-
petoncy by nnremitting industry and perseverance.

~One of them, an old shoemaker, who could neither
read nor write, but who was a man of sterling prin-
ciple, and hed a good stock of sound English com-
mon-gense, backed by colonial experience, which avell
qualified him to legislate upon all subjects cornected
with the welfare of the colory. He had amassed
much wealth in the pursuit of his cslling, and was
remarkable for deeds of unostentations charity.
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Many of the founders of the colony, who had
borne the heat and burden of the day, in pioneering
the way fo the prosperous state of things that then
axisted, were living at ease, and enjoying the frwit
of their labours. Their stories of bush life were
full of romantio adventure and hair-breadth escapes,
by “flood and field.” Their mode of life was the

- roughest, and their domestic comforts barely sur-
passed those of the savages by whom they were
surrounded. For several months, during the rainy
season, they slept upon beds made by placing forked
sticks in the earth, and inserting poles imto the
forked ends, on which {o rest straw and short
branehes of the gum-tree, and these, with a blanket
and coverlet, formed all their bedding. This
primitive bedstead is still resorted to on first settling
to cultivate the land far out in the bush, and a very
useful kind of fixture it is, during the rainy season,
when the ground is saturated yith wet. In summer
no suoh precantion is required ; & person can sleep
o8 comforfably in the open air, under the shade of &
gum-tree, as he could in the best inn in Adelaide.
I witnesped many acts of kindness shown towards
each other by the early settlers, which gave me a
very hizh opinion of the social gualities of the
people,

I have been a pound weight of pure gold given
by some of the successful diggers to their friends,
who were prevented, by disease or accident, from
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venturing o the Gold fields, Nearly the wkole
population of Soutk Ausiralia are free, and the com-
viet taint, which once rendered. New South Wales
disagraeable 8 location for the free man, has
-never beem folt there to the same extent as at Mel-
bourne, and other places mearer fo Sydney and
Tasmania : and-the same restraint in expreesing his
abhorrence of erime, in conversation, ia not expesi~
onoed a8 in the above-named plaseés. The Bnglish-
man finds soeiety in Adelaide, more agreeable than
in almoet any other of the Aunstralian colonies. To
any one who has resided in the United States, for
" any length of time, and retained his English ideas
about governments, the change ho wonld meet in
Adelaide would be truly refreshing. None of thaé
bombast and ivflated braggadecio distinguish the
people, which is so peculiar to “ Brother Jonathan,”
when ke his talking about England or any thing
English. The inhabitants of this colony are loyal
subjects to the Queen of England, whose character
they all admire, aud whose virtues are as familiar
to every hearth as “household words.” The old
oountry it always spoken of with reverence, and
held up as a model among pations. The young
ohild so soon &8 it can liap a word, is told something
about England, and taught to call it home: .a word
that makes the heayt of every trme Briton thrill
with an emotion, whieh the dwellers of g other
nation on earth can appreciate.
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The climate of South Australia iz one of the best
in the world. In the rainy season there are many
fine clear days, and the temperature of the air in
the mornings and evenings, the coldest part of the
day, is rarely below 45* farenheit. The most un-
pleagant time in sumwmer, is during the time that
one of the hot winds is blowing from the morth,
They .semetimos prevail for two or three days
together at Adelaide, but they are not much felt-
among the hills in the country towards Mount Bar-
ker. During the continuance of one of these winds,
mutton and beef bocomes putrid in & very short
timo; sometimes only a fow minutes after the animal
is slaughtered, and the thermometer frequently
stamds 84 120" ia the shade, Parspiration oozes
from every pore, and those who follow sedentary
employments in the vity, are obliged to work in the
evenings and nights, after a southerly wind has set
in from the sea, and cooled the aimosphere, This
wind is frequently so cold as to be quite echilling,
but its effects are bracing and invigorating after the
proeiration caused by the north wind, The cause
of thesa hot winds, is simply from the incressed
temperature of the air, oocasioned by its passing
over a large frack .of dry dessert couniry, heated
+ by the rays of the sun, Any one in the least
familiar with pneamatios will be able to explain these
phenomena.

-1 did not ohserve any deferioration of the Anglo-
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Saxon race in this colony. This is owing fo the
short time that it has been establiched, and there
ceanot yet be many: children of the second genera-
tion of those born there, The warmnese of the climate
brings both men and women te perfection mueh
sooner that at home. It is no uncommen thing
t0 see girls married, and with & family, at four-
teen or fiffeen years of age, Those who reeide
in the country, and follow agricultural pursnits, are
strong-looking, and have as ruddy complexions as
the country folks in any part of England, and few
of them present that leaness of aspect, and sallow
complexion, which characterises those who have
dwelt for any length of time in the United States,
- and our own American,colonies. I have seen some
of the eountry-girls coming to the city, on a Sunday
morning, when the roads were dirty, with their
clothes tucked up to their knees, and making rapid
strides throngh the mud, and I never beheld finer
limbs displayed by their sisters in Eugland, the
couniry whick is famed par eacallence for good
shaped legs, and well furned ankles, among the
ladies. This breach of propriely was never com-
mitted near the city, or in any place where it was
likely to lead to offensive remarks, and what glances
I obtained of the under—standings of the South
Australian girle, was on a sudden torn of a road,
and where the thoroughfars wae more than usually
dirty. Those who follow sedentary employments in
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the towns are pale-looking, but few of them are so
pale and emaciated as those similarly situated in
London, and some of the other large towns at home.
The climate seems highly favourable to old age.
A great number of aged men about the port, make
a good living by boating in the gulf; if they were
in England, their only situstion would be the work»
house. The climate, in numerons instances, seems
to effect an entire change in the constitution of
women, from this and other countries in Europe.
Many of them who have never had offspring at
home, have been known to bear children at upwards
of fifty years of age.

The maladies most prevalent, are diseases of the
heart; and ophthalmy or blight. Dysentery is not so
oommon a8 it was at one time, and with ordinary
care it may be avoided entirely : it is mostly brought:
on by unlimited consumption of fruit. Medical men
attribute the frightful extent of heart disease, to
the inordinate use of animal food and ardent spirite.
The greater part of those affticted by this complaint,
are almost, without exception, free livers, and are
sure to die sadderly. The most aggravated case
of this kind, that I saw in Adelaide, was exemplified
by a married woman, at the Victoria hotel. Her
chest had expanded to an immense eize, from the
enlargement of the heart, and she was a complete
mazs of fat. She often vomited large quantities ot
blood during the day, after which she used to sit
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down and ory in the most distressing manner.
. Althongh she was perfectly conseious of her impen-
ding fale, and its canse, she persisted in esting vast
quentities of animal food at every meal, and soon
after she dined, her face became livid, and her death
was constantly expected after rome of these fatal
indulgences, Ophthalmy prevails chiefly during
summoer, sad whea the hot winds are so blowing the
dust abous, that i is kardly possible fo prevent some
portion of it getting info the eyes, and if ¢hese organa
aro in the least tender; the entrazice ef the dust and
fine sand causes inflammation and blight, Not a few
of the natives, who sre constantly exposed to these
inflnences, become blind. Small pox, fevers, agmes,
and many other acute discases known in America,
and Europe, have never made their appearnmce
here, and cutaneons disorders are very rare. The
only instance of which I knew in Adelaide, was that
of an early settler who had thus been afflicted, by sit-
ting on a damp floor for several weeks, This poor
man had suffered the most excruciating agony, from
8 disease very much like leprosy. He had been ill
upwards of eight years, and his whole body was at
one time covered with boils and running sores, buk
these were all healed up when I met him, with the
exoeption of his right fool, which seemed ineurable.
It was covered with & complele mass of fangus_
looking fiesh, which ke was trying to reduse by the
application of caustic and nitrate of silver, but




thess so-called remedies seemed to have little effect,
No sooner was one part redueed than another com-
menced, and there wag no way to remove the dread-
fol agonmy he endured but by taking off the limb.
Such was his horror of an operation of -that kird,
that he told me he would mmweh svoner die than
undergo it.

For the removal of pulmonary complaints, and
other diseases of the lungs, the climate is hizhly
favourable, and men oan endure hardships and ex-
posures, that would very soon eaise death in any
other part of the world. Here, persons with weak
comtitutions have a greater chance of lengthened
existenoe, if they he femperate, than in any ocountry
in Europe. Several tradesmen whe had aequired a
competency, returned to England, to spend the re-
mainder of their days in refirement, Such, however,
waa the change which they bad undergons, by a ten
or twelvo years residence in Adelside, that they
found the old couniry less agreeable o live in than
Justralia, and some of them wernt back in less than
twelve months. One man, and his wife, only re-
mained s month, and they were both ill, and con-
fined to bed nearly the whole of that time. They
had been so litlle aocustomed to indisposition,
during their sojourn in Adelaide, that they. deter-
mined to go back thither, by the first ship. On
their arrival, they again entered into business, and
again enjoyed exoellent health,
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The flora and fauna of the country, so far as
they have been discovered, have often been des.
eribed. The largest animal, is the kangarco, and
there are several smaller animals, of the ponched
kind,—such as the bandecoot, opossum, and kan-
garoo rat. The kangaroo, and all thess animals,
have a small pouch in the side, in which they carry
their young, They bring forth their young in &
half finished state, and they are borne in this pouch
till they can care for themselves. The ekin of the
kangaroo is highly prized, for making leather, and
in Van Diemen’s Land, the animal is protected by
aspecial law, from indiscriminate slanghter. Leather
made of the kangaroo-skin, always brings the high-
ogt price in the markef. It is soff, and the boots
and shoes made of it are very easy for the feet, and
it is sugoeptible of a fine polish. It wears well in
dry weather, but it does not stand the wet so well
as other kinds of shoe-leather. The skin of the
opossum is very valuable, op account of iis fine
for, The natives are exper} in capturing these
animals, and an opossum skin rug may sometimes
be purchased of them, for a fow shillings, that wonid

cost as many pounds, if sold in England. The -

bandecoots, and kangarco rats, are little lean
animals, thal hurrow in the earth, «“As poor as a
bandecoot,” is8 & very common expression in the
Australian colonjes. There is & very large bird
called the emu ; it somewbhatl resembles the ostrich,
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but it is wit®ut either tongue or wings, There
aro a groat number of wild turkeys and ducks
about the rivers, Cockatoos parrots and paroquets
abound in some parta of the country. There is one
beautiful species of paroquet, which is about the
size of our hedge-sparrow. They have often been
caught to bring to England, but they are so
delicate that none of them ever lived to the end of
the voyage. Cockatoos are as familiar pets with
the people of Adelaide as eanaries are with us.
They are far handsomer than any of the cockatoo
gonue that I have seen at home, The bumeh of
feathers behind their heads is commeonly yellow,
the rest.of their plumage is of a snowy whiteness,
and they are often talkative and aniusing. ‘There
is one little animal with a bill like a duck, It is
about the eize of a mole, burrows in the earth, and
is called the dock-bille mole. Reptiles are
very numerous, chiefly of the frog and serpent
species; there are also & few lizards, whick are
quite harmless. The serpents are eaid to be
venomons, some of whieh measure tour or five feet
in length. The whip-snake iz the most brilliant,
but its bite is very dangerous, The bite of the
black snake, or death-adder is the most fatal,
They are ‘active during summer, but few are
to be ween during the rainy season. They avoid
man if poseible, and none of them bite unless they
are frod upon or teased, The frogs are huge
B2 :
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eapeeially the bull-frogs, which m#ke s noise ek
night in the neighhoythood of oreeks and marshes,
resembling & watchmap’s mattle.  Cookrosches,
centipedes, tarantulss, scorpions, apd mosquitoss
are abundant in summer. The cookreaches are af
8 brownich colour, and are two inehes in length.
Somelimes in the evening they will issne from
almost every part of the hoyse, snd overrun every
thing. This ynusual aotivity betokens rain, The
* bite of the centipede is rarely fatal; this inacot is
found secrated in hollow picees of wood and among
rubbish, One man who had beem bitten losk the
use of his right hand for & considerable time,
Spirits of turpentine infallibly eyre the bite of this
croature. Tarsniulas and seorpioms are liftle
noticed by those who have been there any lemgih
of time, * Mqsquitges breed in thomsands in stag-
-pant water and low grounds, and on a still night,
when thepe is little wind, they are moet annoying.
When the spn sets they ean be heard bazzing about,
and the people eall the sonnd they make coreming.
New comars who arive ir the summer are much
alarmed by this sound, and some of them have good
roason to be 2o, I have peen them with both eyes
swollen up from the effects of their bites. The
sleeping-rooms are filled with smoke, from burn{
cow's dung, to drive them away, bui thia only ex~
olndes them whils the vapour remasins; as soon as
it is cleared away they are as aclive as ever. A
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strong wind, however, disperses them, and they are
less troublesome on & windy night.

The flors consists of huge trees, mostly of the
gnm species. The white gum is found of immense
size in some parts of the country, more especislly
near Cape Otway, betwoen Adelaide and Melbourne,
whera their large boles may be seen many miles out
at sea, Tho red gum commonly serves for fuel
and fencing, and the blue gum is sometimes need
for shipbuilding. The iron bark and stringy bark
trees are available for various purposes. The
former is converted into trensils for shipa; it is a
hard kind of wood, and almost as heavy as iron.
The stringy bark is mostly appropriated for making
shingles to cover the houses. The native cedar and
the she oak, or Ausiralian pine, are beaniiful
woods, The red oedar makes superb furmiture,
and it is 80 durable that it will last for ages. The
she oak is a rare kind of wood, and a species of -
tree that will probably become extinet if some
means are not devised to preserve if. It is very
weful in the manufacture of agrieuliural imple-
ments, There are many thousand species of planis
and forns that have never yot been classified, and
which offer a wide field for botanical research,

The work-pecple most wanted there are- those
who are willing to go out into the couniry and cul-
tivate the land, such as agricultural iabourers, shep-
herds, dairywomen, and.farmers. Such as have

E3
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been acoustomed to a rural life are the beat adapted
for the seclusion of the bush. Numbers who quit
the towns with romantioc ideas about the poefie
carear of a shopherd, which they have derived
from books, are sadly disappointed when they wee
that kind of life in reality. Shepherds and agei-
colinral labourers are fed upor food extremely
coarse compared with what they have at home.
If tke poor peopls in eur unions had mo better
rations there would be riota in every workhouae in
the land. The thres meals which these agrieul.
$ural labourers get during the day are cxactly
alike, Thoy consist of tea, damper, aud beef, ar,
a8 they someiimes say, beef, daropar, and tea for
a change. Thedamper is flour mixed with salf and
water and made into & oake, which they bake in
the ashes.. The wgsar they consmwme iz from
the Mauriting; it is uovefined, and as black as
soot. They generelly boil the sagar and tes to-
gether in a kettle, which makes a preparafion so
strong, that & person unsocustomed #o it wounld
find it almost iapossible to dripk it Master and
servants all fare alike, where there ig no female.
They rarely grumble about their ccarse fare,
and it is wonderful how soon the most fastidions
appetite will acoustom iteclf to this roagh living.
This is the worst comntry in the world for: olerks,
sochoolmasters, and literary men, It is very lidide
better than a howling wilderncse for any one wha
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does not intend to work with his hands, There are
far too many of the abovo-named class in all the
colonies, I have ofien been astonished to eee so
many well-sducated men under the garb of & police-
man or porber, with no hope of rising to anything
higher. Thess men wonld have been much better
off at home. B

Any person with eapital, who ocontemplates
emigrating to South Australia, should, as his ini-
tiative step, if he has not abandoned celibaay, get
married, if he can. Shauld he design to go into
the bush, to follow either agrioulture or sheep-
farming, he ought to choose for his wife one who
has been brought up in the country, and is
thoroughly aequainted with the management of a
dairy. She ghould be good tempered, have a
moderately sound educalion, and if she have besuty,
and ocoasionly thinks seriously on religions subjects,
she will be all the better for leading a life of seclusion
in the bush, Those who have never gazed on the
vast Australian solitndes, where not a female, rave
the black gins, ia to be seen for bundreds of miles,
oan hardly eonceive how valuable an imtelligent
and industrious women is in nch places. The pre-
sence oven of euoh & one, if she did nothing be-
yond rondering the leiswre hours of the eolitary
farmer more agreoable by ,her conversation, wounld
be deemed by many a forlorn bachelor a treasure
above all price, He shonld also carry with him a
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couple of good Socotch ploughs, and ploughing geer
for three draughts of horses; the spokes, naves,
and felloes for a number of cart-wheels, and the
iron work for four one-horse ocarts, and cari geer
for the same. The buckles in the ploughing and
cart geer shonld be mado either of brass or corru-
gated iron. Brass is the best for buckles, and cor- -
rugated iron for the chains., The sea damp doed
not effect cither brass or corrugated iron to the
same extent as it does polished steel, and the leather
paris of the harness will last longer when they are
fixed to either of these substances than steel.
There being much need of an improved breed of
caitle, he ahould carry a young bull and cow of
the Durham breed, and the same of the Hereford-
shire, Galloway, and Suffolk breeds. I{ wounid
also be an excellent speculation to take a couple of
young donkeys, male and female, None of those
animals are found there, and they would be usefal
suxiliaries to the present beasts of burden. The
climate is well adepted to the constitution of the
horse, and there is no doubt that the ass wonld be-
come a very different animal to what it is iz England,
None of these animals should be more than twelve
montbs old, as they are less pubject to disease or
accident at that age than when older, and they are
also less lisble to be injured, by putting on ship
board, than full-grown animals, They will be at an
age, when they arrive, that will give them every
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advantage from tho change of elimate. Stock of
any kind onght always to be carried in large ships,
~the larger the better. They ought to be put
in housgs proporly padded on the sides, with straw,
to provant their being injured by the rolling of the
ship, and they should always bo placed upon the
apper deck, where they ean have plenty of air, and
* he kept properly clean., They should never, en any
aoccount, be in the *tween deeks, for such & long
voyage as that to Australin. The Scotch mode of -
farming sooms to gain the preference with the'
fouth Australians. There were none of the long
strings of horses, ono before another, sttached to &
plough,-and a man or boy driving them, the method
#till pragtised in Buckinghamabire, and most of the
Southern counties in England. I nevor saw more
ihan two horses in a plough, and they were placed
side by side, as in the Northern eountics of England,
and in Scotland, By this mode of ploughing, there
is no waste of animal power, as the horses both
draw oqually, from the main swingletree. The one-
horse cart iz decidedly preferable to the ponderous
wagon nsed at bome, in the Sonthera couniies, A
fow hacks and spades, of the very best deeeription,
should be taken ; two or three good hand-saws, and
B couple of erom-cut sawe; a few good axes, and
tomahawks, and a few augers, hammers, and chisels ;
and two or three good jack planes. The farmer in
the bush will have to do many little jobs of car-
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pentery himself, and a fow tools of this deseription
will be found exceedingly nsefal. He should slso
be provided with two or three Colt’s revolvers, and
8 couple of good-double barrelled fowling pieces.
The tools, and all articles of polished eteel, ehould
be deposited in & water-light box, lined .with fin,
and well dusted on the steel parts with quicklime,
which is beiter than either grease or oil in
preventing rust. Al the stock should be branded
with the owner’s initials, or private mark, before
they are put on shore, This precantion is highly
necessary in a place like Adelaide, where there is
guch an immense track of country into which fhey
may stray away, and poasibly may never be found
again by those to whom they belong. The brands
of all the caftle killed for the Adelaide market are
entered into a book, kept at the alanghter-houses.
This is fo provent catile being purchased, by the
butchers, of any but their right ownera. The best
way to obtain correct informstion about purchasing
land, and its price, is to apply to the Governor, or
some of his officials, at the Government offices, in
King Williem-streat, The upset price of the land
is one pound eterling au acre, within a certain dis.
tance of the city. If is all disposed of by publie
auction, and if there be no competition, it is sold
at the npset price.

A few days before quitting Adelaide I was wit-
ness to one of those extraordinary fluctuations in
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provisions, ocoasioned by the discovery of a gold
field in the province, abou} {wenty miles from the
city, on the Onkiperingariver. A short time anterior
to this, the Governor had offered a premium of five
hundred pounds, to the first discoverer of & produo-
tive gold field, in South Australia. Two men who
wore proprictors of land, near the Onkiperinga, sent:
several specimens of gold found upon their estates,
angd in the neighbourhood, to the Governor. The
colonial Secretary, with others, were sent to examine
the ground. The Secretary published a very
favourable report of the new gold field, ir which
document he stated that he had takep soil from
many different places, and had had it washed in his
presence, and found it fo contain a considerable
quantity of gold. When this wasa made publio, the
streets near the newspaper offices were arowded with
people reading large placards, headed with letters
abon} six inches high, announcing that that day’s
paper contained all the particulars of the discovery
of & aplendid now gold field in that province. The
pews eproad like wild-fire, and provisions were up to
Meibourne prices immediately, Flour advanced
three pounds per ton ; soap and candles threepence
per pound. Tin dishes, such as are used for dairy
purposes, from five shillings to one pound, in the
conrse of three days, and a tinman in Hindley-street,
earned twenty pounds in one night, by making these
dishes. On the second day afler the discovery,
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there were more than a thousand persons on the
ground at Onkiperinga. Soon afler noon, when
they were busily testing the gold-besring properties
of the ground, a tremendous storm of rain fell. There
waa only one inn near the place, every room in whioh
-waa crowded to suffocation in & few minutes, All
the provisions and epirits that the host had in store
ware rapidly consumed, and were sold at enormous
prices. Many who could net get into the publio-
house, took refuge under Onkiperinga bridge, but
the river rose so quickly, that they were obliged to
beat a retreat as fast as pomsible, to avoid being
carried away by the siream; and hundreds of them
had to stand the pelting of the * pitiless storm,”
for upwards of three hodts, without a shelter of
any kind, except the lee side of a gum-tree. On the
third day, Adelaide was comparatively descrled ;
smch was the number of people that went a prospeet-
ing to the new gold fields; cradles {o wash the gold
in, were displayed for sale in nearly every street.
The shops were crowded with womer, who were
purchasing large quaniitios of calico to make {enta
for the new diggings, ‘Towards evening the people
returned to the city, and by nine at night crowds
of the explorers filled the publie-houses and awotion-
rooms, eagerly discussing the merits of the new
gold field. In passing down Hindley-stroet I met
the eaptain of the Chatham, and the capiain of the
Orpheus, two vessels then lying af the Port with a
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throng round them. They had each hired a horse
at the Port, and had been up to see the diggings,
They said they would anchor their vessels in the
stream and take their crews o the diggings for a
month ; but I believe these promises were never
fulfilled, I walked through the greater part of the
City at midnight, and the scene of excifement it
presented iz beyond description. In every publie-
house there were groups of men standing with
their backs to the ocounters, singing by main
strength, ¢ Cheer, boys, cheer,” and * There's
a good fime coming,” The tradesmen were congre-
gated in knots at every sireet corner, predicting
great prosperity to the eolony from this important
discovery., There was a smile on every face, and
the black fellows and black gins were laughing
and rejeicing as much as any of them, They could
not; understand very well what it was all about,
only they liked to see white fellow look pleased,
as they were sure to fare betier in the end by hig
being so.

One insect that I omitted to mention iz very
tronblesome during summer, thal is, the ant.
Thers are two or three species. The red and
black ants are an inch in length, and their bite is
venomons and painful. There is a smaller kind
about the size of the ants at home, which are most
annoying in the houses during hot weather. Sugar
and butter are kept in the middle of a vessel with

»
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weter fo preserve them from their ravages. If
this precaution were not adopted, both these articles
would be swarming with them. No sooner mre
these accessories placed on the board then the ants
begin ascending the legs of the tabla to reach
these delicacies, An old colonist related what he
considered & very amusing aneecdete about ihe red
ant, but I think it was a #ery crue! irick-—an
opinion in which any one thet has once heen bitten
by this insect will coincide. A young man, a well
koown wag, who was an officer in some of the
government departments, walked into the country
one day during summer, with some young ladies
and two or three other gentlemen, The party
strolled shoul gome distance from Adelaide, till the
two young ladies in charge of this fast young man
got tired, and he advised them to rest, at the same
time pointing to some green hillocks on which they
could seaf themselves. He waa, however, well aware
- what these hillocks contained. The ladies had
scarcely been seated s minute when they both
. leaped up, and began to dance and ecream like two
furies. The antz had imserted themselves up their
dresses, and the scene ean be better imagined than
described,

I had now seen all that I cared to notice of Ade-
laide and South Australia, and I again bent my
steps towards the Port to look for a ship bound
to Melbourne. The Maid of Auckland, Captain
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Shepherd, was the earliest named to sail for that
place, and I paid £2 10s. for a steerage passage
in her to Melbourne. S8he was a tidy little Sunder-
land-bailt barque, about 300 tons burthen, and a -
good sailer, Her cargo consisted of deals and
passengers, She was advertised fo sail on the
30th of August, and I took 2 farewell leave of the
City of Adelaide on that day. I left it with feel-
ings of regret. I experienced the greatest kindoess .
from all whose acquaintance I had made during wy
short stay, and I can still look back to the fow
weeks I spent in this fine colony with plessure and
satisfaction. The day on which I left the City, the
gold fever had partially subsided, and many of the
people hiad returned from the diggings, which they
found not so rich as represented, and they wera look-
ing out for paseages to Molbourne, The weather was
of that fine deseription so peeuliar to Australis.
There had been uno rain for sevoral days, and the
roads and streets were dry and firm. None of the
summer insects had awakened into active existence,
and the atmosphere was se pure and bracing that
if was utterly impossible o be low-epitited. I had
spent six weeks of the pleasantest time of the yeqe
in this beantiful spot, and all the impressions that I
had received of both the eouniry and the people
during that time, were of the most -pleaging and
favounrable deseription, If this colony continnes to
progress in the same ratio that it hay done during
r2



112 AUSTRALIA AND

the last seven years, in seven years more it will
bardly be surpassed by any country in the world,
for the comforts and conveniences of civilized life.

A railway had been in agitation to connect the
Port with the City, and when orce this'is earried
into effect, it will greatly increase the prosperity of
both places. The ground is of the best description
for making a railway. The engineering difficulties
to be encountered are fow, and the people can soon
find plonty of money to accomplish this desirable
objeet. If labour were somewhat more plentifunl,
it would soon be effeoted.

As 1 was turning the eorner of Leigh-street into
Hindley-street for the last time, I mef with a fellow
passenger, Mr. O'Ryan, & young Irishman, who had
been a graduate in Dublin College, and had injured
his health by a too close application {o his studies.
He was & profound mathematfieian, and had just
been appointed to the Profeasorship of Mathematics
in Adelaide College, with a salary of £250 per
annum, He was delighted with the colony, and
his health had been completely restored by the
change of climate. Iwent with him to buy a tassel
for his professor’s cap, and we parted with many
gincere and earnest wishea for each other’s pros-
perity. When we arrived at the Port, the majority
of the passengers were very unsteady indeed. The
Maid of Auckland was lying in that paré of the
barbour which is shut in by gates, and she was not
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ready for sea #ill two days after the time appointed,
I slept on board the vessel this night. The ship
was ewarming with rats, and I was awakened several
times doring the nigh{ by their running over me,
There were two rows of berths on the ’tween
decks, yunning fore and aft, nearly the whole length
of the ship, and the middle part was filled with
deals, which were piled np in the ceutre, to form &
table for the passengers to dine upon. The rats
kept racing about the whole night, and there was
very little rest fo be had, It may be truly said
that travelling as well as poverty, makes one
“ aoquainted with sirange bedfelows,” During the
day my time was chiefly spent in a comfortable
eating-house not far from the patent slip, and kept
by a loquacious cockney ealled Tom King, who
made excellent preparations and only charged one
shilling for each meal. The wey in which he dis-
coursed about his roast beef, boiled beef, and corned
beef, would have rejoloed the hearts of many of his
brethren in the eity which had given him birth.
On the diseovery of gold at Oukiperinge, he had
written ont an advertisement, and placed it in his
window, recommending his ewisine to the diggers.
It 18 needlese to say that his style of composition
set at defiance all the rnles of Lindley Murray and
Cobbett. The advertisement was headed, ¢ Jmpor.
tant to gold-diggers about to eet out for the new
gold-field !!! Tom King has cooked his celebrated
¥3
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diggers’ dinner, all who are about to proceed to the
new gold-field ought to avail themselves of this
opportunity to carry with them some of his cele.
brated corned beef and other excellent dishes of
his celobrated cookery, which cannot be equalled
by any similar establishment in the colony. God
savo Tom King!” This, as well a8 I ean remem-
ber, waa the chief purport of his advertisement.
He was prospering rapidly, and was likely in a few
years to take a high standing in the colony.

The patent Slip at Port Adelaide is the largest
in Australia. The Washington, from Glasgow, a
ship of nearly one thousand tons burthen, was on
it repairing. _

‘When I was on board the Maid of Auckland, on
the afternoon of the second day, a rather amusing
incident {ook place between the second mate and
a person who came to inquire for the captain, which
may give those not scquainted with this eolony
some ides of the respect paid to mastera of ships
in this part of the world. The second mate waa
below in the *iween decks doing something among
the cargo, and the person asked him, *Is the cap-
tain on board?’ ¢ No,” was the answer, * he’s
gone ashore.” “ What sort of a man is he ? Would
I be able to know him from any deseription of him
that you could give me?” “ Yes, did you ever
oo an old man kangaroo ' “Yes.” “ Well, then,
look out for & man resembling that animal as much
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as possible, and you caunot be mistaken!” The
second male’s comparison was by no means a
bad one; the eaptain was a man about the mid-
dle size with light red hair and whiskers, and his
eyes wero both very much infiamed and red at the
time, which added still more to the resemblance.
Tbe old man kangaroo is the name given to the
larger male animals of this apecies. Some of
them are nearly seven feet high. When they are
80 large a8 this, they are very formidable, and
sometimes inflict seriows wounde with their long
claws upon the large dogs employed in their cap-
ture and destruction.

" About three o’clock on the afternoon of the third
day, the Maid of Auckland was ready for sea. All
the passengers were on board, and the pilot had
taken his place upon the poop. The moorings were
lot go, and our little barque moved slowly from the
quay into the middle of the stream, where she was
taken in fow by the steam-tug belonging to the
port, There were abovo eighty paesengers in the
steerage, twenty in the second cabin, and & dozen
in the chief eabin. There were English, Irish, -
Seotch, Welsh, Germans, French, and one Russian
Fin, named Charley, & fine bandsome fellow, and a
sailor. He had been living in the neighbourhood
of Encounter bay, for fifteen years, and wsas
completely colonised, He was & fall muscunlar man,
exceeding sif feet high, with light brown hair, and
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a contour of face, decidedly British, He spoke the
English langnage with a trifling foreign accent.
There was a native of the Isle of France, who had
been in the celony some four years. He was a
sallow complexioned thin man, with straicht black
bair, and had & very imperfect knowledge of our
langusge, but he was very proud of being called
an Englishman, His mate, who was travelling with
him to the diygings, had been a merchant’s elerk in
London, and had Jived ia the colony the same length .
of time. Thay both owned & considerable amount
of property in the colony, where they had been
neighbours. This little eraft was manned by some
of tho finest seamen I ever looked on, They
oould handle her like a toy. She had all the good
properties of a ship that sailors delight in; * she
steered like a dolphin, and sailed like a witch,”
The galley for the second cabin and stesrage pas-
sengers was built, Australian-fashion, with bricks,
and iron bars across the fire, to set the pans and
kettles upon. An old man from the Burra Burra -
Copper Mines, was engaged by the eaptain to cook,
instead of paying for his passage, Several drunken
sailors accompanied us down the creek, and kept
sky-larking and running about the ship il one. of
them fell overboard. There was a boat alongside,
snd he caught hold of it. Charley, the Fin, was
down in the boat in an instant, and lifled him
into it by the shoulder, with as much ecase as if he
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had beon a child. The eold bath he had received,
and the dread of the sharks that frequent the place,
brought him to his senses. He was sober enomgh
when he got om board again, The steam-tug took
u8 a considerable way down the creek, and then
departed to bring some other vessels that were
coming np the gulf. We dropped anchor in mine
fathoms water, and remained there till late in the
evening, when the tng came again and towed us
out into the gulf, where we stayed till noon the
next day. The captain and the remainder of the
cabin passengers oame on board at that hour, the
anchor was again got ap, and the sails bent to the
wind, It was a delightful day, and there was a fine
breesze blowing right down the guif.

We were soon going on at a rapid rate with all
sail set, and the wind right aft. There were a dozen
live sheep on board, half a carcass of beef, sus-
pended from the mizenmast, and geveral dozens of
ducke and other fowls, in pens, upen the .poop.
These were part of the provisions ; the rest included
potatoes and other vegetables, and biscuit. The
tea and sugar was of the very worst description,
and the 0ld man made such anti-Soyer preparations
that not many of the passengers would eat what he
cooked. I wan once apprehensive that the old fel-
low was going to produce a riot amongst us with
his messes. When the dinner was served out on
this day, some of the most disaffectod surrounded
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' the galley, sud threatened to expel him from his
office if he did not do better. I employed what
little influence I bad in trying to pacify them, and
the ship’s cook and the steward assisted me in
helping to get the old man out of his dificulties.
‘When peace was restored, he came and thanked me
for my interference in his behalf, and told me to go
to the galley when he had anything nice, and I
should have a share of it, but I never availed
myself of thia priviloge.

We sailed rapidly past the different objects
on the shores of the gulf, Thereis fine deep water
along the north eoast of the gulf, free from
any impediments to navigation. We soon sightad
Kangaroo island, and by seven in the eveming we
were throngh the Backstaira Passage, and out into
the open sea. Before midnight the land was in-
visible, and we saw no more of South Australia.
Some ssilors who had berths near to mime kept
snging il near morning : there were animated
conversations going on in the steerage, in 80 many
different tongues, that the place scemed a perfect
Babel. The nexi day was fine, bul no land was in
sight. We caught several baraoconta, a long black
looking fish, whieh is plentiful in these seas, and is
oxcellent eating. They were cooked in & first rate
style by some of the eailors, and they afforded ms
an agrecable variety te our other provisions,
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Towamwps evening the breeze began to freshen,
and it was neeessary to put the vessel under close-
raefod topsaile. By midnight it was blowing a per-
foct gale, and there was & very heavy sea runping,
Shortly afterwards X heard s tremondons uproar and
pattering of feet upon the deck. The rudder chains
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had got foul, and in a few minutes the ship would
have been taken by lee; and the consequences of
her gotting into thai position under the then cir«
cumstances might liave been most sericus. The
captain kad some of his fingers nearly severed in
aasisting to put the chain right. Our little barque
behaved well while she was in this perilous condition.
Not even the apray of & sea broke over her bal-
warks ; she seemed to ride through the danger that
threatened her, “like a thing of life.” At daylight
we were & few miles beyond Cape Otway, and long
stretches of the far-famed Australia Felix could be
seen upon our lee-bow. The waves were still run-
ning high, and the sky looked angry towards the
west, Many of the passengers were sick. A young
man from Adelaide, who had not been af sea ainoce
his infaney, ocoupied a berth next to mine, and he
kept groaning and vomiting all night, and seemed
quite paralysed with fear. He made the most ex-
travagant promises {0 some young sailors if they
would take care of him. He was frequently told
to keep up his heart, as there was no danger, but
his only answer to these assurances of eafely was—
“Qh! dear, I wish I was once more tupon dry
land. No one will ever caich me in a ship after
I get out of this one.” The poor fellow was doubt-
less aa had as he could be, he had not eaten any
thing for two days; but so robust was his appear-
ance that his sufferings excited little ‘sympathy.
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I went to the galley garly. in the morning to see
what preparations were going on for breakfast.
During the fore-part of the night previozs, hefore
the sea got up and the vessel began to roll, the old
cook had taken his pari in the evening concert by
singing  Highland Mary,” but Le was then dis-
coursing music of a very different description. He

" was seffering from som-sickness which did net in

the least incline mo to partake of his culinary pre-
paraiions, and X went below to Charley, the Fin,.
and several other young sailars, we borrowed
a large pan from the ship’s cook, got some
ploces of fresh mutéon, cut them. small, and put
them along with some onions and water into the
pan. After this we peeled potatoes, cut them in
glices, and filed the pan as full as it would beil
without any of the contents heing lost by the roll-
ing of the ship. The pam was then placed aupon
the fire, and in the eourse of two hours we had four
gallons of excellent lobsocuse. The saucepan, with
its smoking contents was taken below, and placed
among the deals in & way that it could not upsat.
Our neighbours shared with us, aud we seated one-
selves in s.circle, with spoon and pannikin, sround eur
savoury mess, and made an excellent breakfast.
We continned to make lobsconse 1hree times a day
during the voyage, and before its close many
followed our example.

The wind began to fall off al noon, and by two

a _
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oclock the ses had subeided to a gentle swell,
There was a steady breeze, blowing right aft. The
weather had become fine and clear, The sea Fises
suddenly elong the Ausiralian coasts, and goes
down as abruptly,. We were sufficiently near land
to see the swf breaking aleng the shore, The
oountry in some parts seemed to be thickly wooded,
and the large boles of the white gum-trees stood
out in bold relief from the sides of the hills,
and in the reflection of the bright sunlight that
shone upon them, looked like the hoary columns of
-gome vast unfinished temples of the sun, In other
places the land was covered with an almost impene-
trable scrub, and indented along the shore by
' many small bays and coves. Here and there the
sand upon the shore appeared as white as snow,
and was dezzling to the eye. In other parts
it was of a bright red colour, and the -cliffs
and bold land beyond looked as though they
had recently passed - under the acotion of fire,
About five o'clock we eighted Port Philip Heads,
We conld distinotly see the opening into tbe bay,
as weoll as soveral ships that were coming out.
The breeze continued steady, and we expected to
be at anchor within the Heads before sunzef. We
had scarcely got fairly between the Heads when
the sun went down, the eky became clouded, and
we were speedily immersed in total darkness.
Sunsets in Australia differ widely from those at
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home. . The twilight there is so short, that to 4
new comer the darkness sets in so abruptly as to
be quite startling. Just as we got into the narrows
the wind dropped suddenly off, and there was a
doad ealm. A strong tide was running out of the
bay. The vesse! wonld not obey the helm, and wa
were left in the middle of the tideway o the weroy
of the wavea. Immediately before this Point Lons.
dale light was seen mpen the port bow, and then
upon the atarboard; a minute or two later it was
seen right amid-ships, and it was evident that the
veasel was drifting ashore. This was the darkest
night I ever saw in Australiz, and the roaring of
the ecean was terrific. On one side, roze the black
Jooking reefe of Point Nepean, over which the
white-topped waves were surging and lashing them-
aelves into fury ; and on the other the dark outline
of Point Lonsdale seomed every moment to loom
nearer upon us. Breathless silence reigned in the
thip. At length it was broken by the word of
command from the captain—“Let go the anchor I
A fow hammer strokes liberated the anechor, and
soon fourteen fathoma of chain ran through the
hawse-holes, but the anchor did not tomch the
bottom. The passengers rushed from below, and
ran wildly aboui the deck. More chain was paid
.ogt, and at last the anchor rested upon the bottom
and held fast. The waves continued to dash and
sarga aboat our little barque, around which all was
2
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dark and threatening. Between thirty and forty
fathoms of chain had passed through the hawse
hole, and we rode safely through the perils of this
awful night where no vessel ever cast anchor before
without being wreeked. At daylight the water was
as smooth as a millpond. On Point Nepean, the
remaing of the wreok of the Isabella Watson were
vigible, She was an emigrant ship from London,
which had become uamanageable in a gale of wind
blowing upon a lee shore, and had run apon this
reef on a night, dark as the one we had just ex-
perienced. Tho passengers and crew were eaved,
but the principal part of her cargo was either loat
or seriously damaged. A great quantity of type
for the Melbourne Argus was buried in the deep.
Further up the bay, beyond the light-house, two
smaller vessels had foundered, and only the tops of
their masts eonld be seen. Beyond these, towards
the east, lay the Fantome man-of-war brig, with her
long pennant streaming in the morning breeze,

A gentle breeze sprang up, and the anchor was
ordored to be raised. The sailors did not at onee
obey, and a serious altercation took place between
them and the commander, during which the most
abusive langnage was used on both sides. At last
the captain threatensd to send to the Fantome for
assistance, and so Boon as the men perceived that
he was in earnest, they wound up the anchor. The
captait’s wife accompanied him, and no mmall
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share of investive fell Lo her lot when he resumed
his place on the poop and was out of hearing,
Captain’s wives are not generally popular at sea
among the crew. The sailora pay that they soon
get a sea face upon them, and hegin to interfere
with the working and management of the ehip; and
however gallant Jack may be towards the fair sex
when ashore, he cannot brook their interference at
sea. 1 do not think that Mrs, Shepherd interfered.
Bhe seemed a quiot kind womaxn, and made herself
very agreeable to all the passengers. But {he eight
of & woman in the cabin, bearing any relation to the
eaptain, is a theme of sufficient importance for Jack
to hang & string of abuses upon. When we ware
abreast of the lighthouse, a pilot came on board to
oonduct us up the bay. After mailing two miles
farther up we again dropped aunchor; the wind had
fallen off, and the. pilot wished to take advantage
of the tide which was just beginning to turs. The
weather was now beanlifyl, and an extensive
prospeot of wood aud water lay befors us. The
residences of the pilots are charmingly situaled
near the lighthouse, and are completely sheltered
from the month wind by the bigh land on
Point Lonsdale. Point Nepean is almoet destitute
of vegetation ; it is composed of red-looking earth
and sand on the side next the bay. The shoyes of
the bay, as far as the sight can reach, are covered
with 8 bright green serub. The channel is buoyed
¢3
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several miles up from the Heads, ae the navigation
in that part is very periloms. The extreme width
of Port -Phillip bay is between sixty and seventy
miles, and the distance from the Heads to Willinme-
town is between forty and fiftly. Geelong is on the
weat-side of the bay, and Dandenong on the esst.
Far ahead could be seon the summit of Mount
Macedon, and the gold-bearing ranges near Mount
Alexander, The Australion steamer now made her
sppearance, and atiracted much atbention, as she
waa the second steamer that had distorbed these
waters, of the line then being esiablished by the
Anstralian Company to run direet from home.
She pessed within halling distance, and was soon
out of sight on ber way to Adelaide.

By this time the tide was running strongly up
the bay, snd the anehor weas again got up, but the
wind remained light, and we made little progreas,
The wind did not -increese during the day, and the
pilot kept walking about upon the poop looking
snxions and whistling for more—a habit the pilots
aoquire from their constantly watehing the changes
in the atmosphers, The sails were covered with
thonsande of small mosguitoes, and kept flapping
_ against the masts, A slight puff would sometimes
steady them for a few minutes, and then drop off
. again, At five o’clock in the evening, we were stiil
a oconsiderable way from Hobeon’s Bay, near Wil-
limmstown, where all the large vessels lay ab anchor.
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Dark masses of clonds began fo rise towards the
sonth-east and approsch us rapidly. At sunset,
we were four miles from the shore and a loug
remove from the nearest ships, Ii was dearly as
dark a8 the preceding night, and the night-elouds
came on if possible more snddenly. “The pilot was
a timid man, and the captain could aot induce him
to convoy us more than & mile and a half further
when he dropped anchor. ' Hardly had the aechor
reached the botiom when a terrific’ thunder-storm
burst over ws. 8o near was it thet semroely sny
time elapsed bétwéen the fiash snd the seund of the
explosion. At hitervals, for an hour, broad fastics
of sheet lightning illumined thé bay, snd presented
a scene alternately texrifid and grand. The Hlumi.
nation of ‘cities could' not be compared ‘to ik
There weore more than ohe hundred ships lying st
‘Hobson’s Bay, some of shem very large onés;
and thero wero lighta visible iu all from eiibier the
oabin windows, or'some part of their décks. Edch
suoceeding flash disclosed to our view-every rope
"and spar in the riggings of the various vessels' dis-
~ tinétly, and then left all dark again save the light
from the lighthonse at Williamstown and on the
veagels. The effect of these quick dissolving views
and natural magio of the heavens whs grand in'the
extreme, The rain descended-ih streams, = Two
hours latér tha elorm had passed away, and'at mid-
night the stars were shining upon the placid waters
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of the bay, and mot & cloud veiled the sky. At
daylight we found ourselves more than two miles
from the shore, Several very large ships in the
bay had not landed their passengers, Some of
them had fovera and other epidemic diseases on
board, and they were nnder quarantine, Two
small steamers were winding their way among the
veanels, and chequered flags (the steamers’ signal)
were hoisted upon fonr or five different ships at
once, that wanted to eend their passengers on shore.
The chequered flag was hoisted upon owr ship, but
wo were so far out that none of the steamers seemed
inclined to approsch us. Two boats from Wil
Pamstown at length came, and offered {0 Iand
twenty or thirty of us apon Liardit’s Beach a
Sandridge for 5s. each. This offer only tempted
the captain, myself, and anothar passenger, The
others insisted that the caplain ought to comvey
them to the shore at kis own ocoat. The ship was
in & filthy state, and I was too glad of this oppor-
tunity to escape. We pushed away towards the
shore, staying on ovr way near a large ship to take
in two more passongers. This vessel had just
finished landing her passengers, and there was a
stream of bedding, water-fins, bottles, and other
rubbish, exceeding & mile in length, floating away
from her down the bay, and several of her crew
were discharging large quantitios of that sort of
débris from bher port holes. She was of North
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American brild, ard had s thin sheathing of wood
‘upon her bottom, up to above the water mark.
This was to answer the purpose of copper. This
‘wood was fastened on with large oopper nails. The
owner of our boat said he had examined these nails,
and he found them to be only pieces of copper
Httle more than an inch in length, driven in upon
‘the heads of iron nails, We passed under the
‘stern of the Chusan steamer. This was the firat
steamer from home that pioneered the way for the
magnificent steam-ships that followed her a few
monthe after. Her beautiful model and eailing
propertios elieited the admiration of the colonists,
and so highty was she estbemed in Syduey, that the
peoplo there called her the * Ckosen.” The Duks
of Bedford, a large ship from London, was lying
nearly opposite Lisrdit’s Pier. She had been fitted
up for a board and lodging ship, and I was told the
speculation answered very well, Melbourne twas so
dreadfully crowded that many people wers glad to
avall themsclves of a home upon the waters.
‘When the boat came to the pier one of the boatmen
Jpikched my luggage out upon the sand with ae
little ceremony as if it had beem ballast, and I
" accelerated my departure in order to avoid being
thrown after it. There was so much employment
for the hoatmen, that they treated men with little
more respect than their lugga.ge affer they had
got the fare. - Bandridge owns a very good inm,
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‘kept by Liardit, & Frenchman and one of the emrly
oolonista; there are also several large stores and -
shops. It bids fair, owing to its sitnatiom, to
become a place of great importance. Iis distance
from Melbourne is a little over two wiles, hut the
road was execrable. I had not made much way
before & heavy shower of rain overtook me; I
sought ehelter under s large gum-tree by the road-
pide ; and while standing there, two flerce-looking
men approached from the direction of Canvass
_Town. I was dressed in a large blue over-coat
and a pair of strong boots that mearly reached to
.the knes. This dress gave me rather a bulky
appearance. They came within a few paces, and
looked first at me and then at the luggage, I had
often heard of travellers awing the brute creation
by a steadfast gaze, and I thought I would try its
-effect upon these iwo ferocious-looking specimens
of humeanity. My right hand was in one of the
.capacious pockets of the over-coat, and they possibly
imagined that a revolver might be lurking there
ready to argue on the subject of meum of tuum
between them and me ; and as I had passed throagh
#0 many rough scenes during the previous months,
T was insensible to fear, They were dresaed in the
digger's costumo—strong boots reaching to the
knes, long blue smochs, and black rnstio hats—and
neither of them had been shaved for a long time.
I stood close to the ires, and looked firmly at them
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withont either speaking or moving s muscle of my
face, and 1 observed that they did not fancy my
appearance or the position I had assumed ; for they
gave a significant look at each other, as much as to
say—* This follow iz not the right kind of game
for us,” and then walked rapidly away in the
direction of St. Kilds, leaving me to pursue my
journey nnmolested. T learnt after reaching Mel-
bourne that there was good reason for apprehending
that they moant no good towards me, as they were
two out,of a gang of ten who had lately arrived
at Sydney, and had eommenced knocking people
down and robbing them on the road as soon as they
landed. The neighbourhood of the very tree where-
I had been standing had been the scene of their
earliest exploits. The others had been apprehended,
but these two remained at large. The shower
being over, I walked leisurely towards Melbourne,
Soversl women were wandering amongst & number
of tenis that stood on a hill to the right, and when
within a ghort distance of Prinee’s bridge, which
spans the Yarra Yarra river, over which I had to
pass to get into Melbourne, eome of these women
came towards me. They wero fresh arrivals,
Several of them were weeping, and their husbands
were irying to console them., This place had the
appearance of a regnlar encampment, Tonts made
of canvass and brown calico were planted over a
considerable space of ground. This suburb was
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ther called Cauvass Town, ba¥ since thea it has
been named Emerald Hill. My mind was mere
occupied by the distreasiig scenes before me than
with the state of the road, until I was suddenly (a8
the sailora say) “brought up all standing,” by
stepping nearly up to the waist in & mud-hole on
the road. My head was crowned with that most
uncomfortable finish to the dome of the outward
man which Englishmen wear at home not to be
singular, but which many of them condemn as being
one of the most absurd pieces of head-gear that
ever was invented. I mean the black cylindrieal-
shaped hat, made of silk and pasteboard. I had
often before been annoyed by this piece of head-
drees, but never so much as on thai ocession; for
in stroggling to exiricaie myself from the mud
which stuck to me like glue, my ha} tumbled inio
1 pool of water, and a puff of wind arising at the
same time, carried it beyond my reach. 1had to
flounder about in the mnd and water for nearly tea
‘minutes before I could regain fny head-piece. By
that time I was not much inelined to sympathize
with the dwellars in tents, and when fairly relessed
my feelings were. the antipodes of anything senti-
mental. I wss nearly covered with mud from head
to foot, a portion of which I removed before cross-
ing the bridge, bui I neither beforo nor -since
entered any place in such a plight as I did the city
of Melbourne on the 7th of Sepiember, 1852.
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I inquired respecting the state of the City, of &
policeman, and he intimated that I might deem
myeelf very lueky, if I got a place of any kind, or
at any price, fo put myself in for the night. I was
told that £5 had been offered for a bed, by some
parties, a fow evenings before, who failed to prooure
it oven for that sum. I proceeded up the streei
leading from the bridge, till I arrived near the
Hospital in Lonadale-street, where Tankard’s tem-
perance hotel is gituate. A person in Adelaide had
given me one of Tankard's cards, with the privilege
of using his name, if I found any difficulty in
obtaining lodgings there, He had been staying at
Tankard’s a- few weoks previous, and was an intimate
friend of his, I reached this place at one p.m,
they were ecommencing dinner. A young girl in
waiting directed me fo a seat, where I might par-
take with the rest. ‘The dioner was very substantial,
1t included roast beef and muiton, a stew of some
kind, potatoes, and other vegetables. About
eighty sat down., There were two large rooms in
the front of the hotel, which were separated by a
moveable partition. This partition was removed
during meal-times, and & long table, or & series of
tables placed the whole length of the double apart-
ment., Both rooms were well furnished ; and there
was 8 good library, which was free to any one
staying at the place. The lodgers were nearly all
youag men, who had been brought up to a profession;

B
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tHers Were ot mors than thvee  mechanios, and
abont as mitiny tradesmen among them. On the
romoval of the cloth, several of the guests went
into the garden fronting the hdtel, to amuse them-
salves with'a tame magple that hopped- about- the
walks, and hud ‘beet taught to ask— Who are
you?” ‘Ihiede’ ‘words ‘were all it ocould say,
but' they were ‘pronounced distinctly, and when it
okme kopping towards ‘a stranger, asking the
important ‘question, “'Who ‘are you?”’ it ‘was
extromely amusing. When I ‘asked ‘Thnkird
whiether he could provide me % bed for the night, I
was answered in no very encowraging terms. He
was & small man, apparently fifty years'of ‘age, wid
might, from his look and air Whilst kldressing
me, have been a stump-orator at some period of his
existence, My appearance, doubtless, produced &n
unfavourable impression upon him, ‘covered ‘as 1
was with dry mud, which I had been unable to
. remove, Hoe told me the place was quite foll, and
that I esuld not be accommodated. It was fuite
evident that it was wuseless for me to eay any
more without availing myself of the privilege
graanted to me by the friend in Adelaide. I aecor-
dingly told him that T had been recommended to
his place by a friend of bis, Mr. Pearce of Adelaide.
The mention of this name aoted upon him like a
talisman, and was the * open sesame * for me into
his good graces. * What! do yon know Mr. Pearce
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of. Adelaide ?” *“Yes” *“Well then, we will seo
what we can do for you” The stamp tone vanished
in an instani, and I wag introdused by him {o his
wife.and family in a privale sitting-ropm. There
were threo young women in the room, whe I
thought might. be his daughters, and who with the
mother, made themselves very agreeahle. They
were much interested in-any ihing I relatod about
Mx. Pearce, and after several inquiries about, his
position in Adelside, they saw that I was raally
well acquainted with him, and made arrangements
for me to stay that night. I paid seven shillings,
my name was then, wrilten in a book, and I had
to answer to it when the.roll was called ai nine

o’clock to secure my bed. These stringent regu-
lationa were REOEEIArY. to preserve order in a placa
where there were so many people. All the rooms
in the house, and even the verandahs were cop-
verted into Meeping-pluces during the. night.
Strong pieces of qauwasy with rings fastened gpon
them wero passed along the fronts of the veran-
dahs, and sttached to hooks so that they could be
removed duripg the day-time, Beds were arra.nged
a4 olosely. as thoy would permit with any degree of
.comfart to the sloepers. A bed was provided for
g in one of the least crowded ropma in the place,
angd I rotired to rest at ten q'clock., I requii'pd‘ no
anedyne to make me eleep ; “tired na.tqr_aa sweet

n2
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restorer ” came in ita most pleasing and refreshing
guise and steeped me in entire forgetfulness.

The next day I went to stay with Mr, Grant,
draper, in Queen street. [ walked about all day
looking at the city, and the scenes presented by
- the gold-diggers and emigrants. Elizabeth street,
Great Collins street, and Great Bourke etreet, were
each of them as crowded with people as Oxford
street, or the Strand in London on the busiest time
of the day. Crowds of people were coming from
every eteamer that arrived at the wharfs from the
bay, with their swags upon their backs ready to
etart for the diggings ; and multitudes were hourly
arriving from the diggings with long beards and

sunburnt faces, Many of these rough-locking men

represented a capital of several thousand pounds
sterling, which had been acquired in a fow montha.
Sailors, taken as a body, secmed to have had the
most Juck at the diggings. One sailor who
had been in the gold-flelds for three montha,
amassed an amound of wealth that astonished
himself and those who were acquainted with him.
He was sitting in a publio-house frequented by
masters of ghips requiricg men, One of the cap-
tains asked him—* Do you want a ship " “Yes,”
said Jack, “I do. What will you take for her ?
T'll buy her, if you like,” at the same time con-
vineing the captain by the cheques and notes which
he produced, that he was in & position to do sa,
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Distressing scenes ware oftsn witnewsad gpon the
wharfs pmopg the new arrivals {rom home, who had
been scpustomed to live in comfortgble houses.
Numbers of them had bronght much farpjture,
expeoting fg find honses g8 commodiops ag those
they bad laft, wherein fo place their goods when
they landed. Much of this valpable furnifuxe has
to be sold immediately at an immenge sagrifice;
80 grest was the charge for warchousp room, that
ot even the most precious family refis, that had
belonged to past generations athame, could he
eaved.

Melbonrne is in some respects, befter laid out
than Adelaide, but the vanighing points of the
sireets camnot be compared tp thome of the latter
pity for fine seenery. All the atreets intersect epch
other at right angles. Great Bourke, Graat.Collins,
Queen, Lonsdale, and Elisabeth streels, are vozy
fine ones. Handsome imns, second-rate publia-
honses and shops shound in these-stregis. Some
of the shops in Greab Collins.sfreet are hardly
surpassed hy those im Itggent-street,_ Londen.
Great Bourke-street, which is the longest,
j8 two miles ip longth, and domble the width of
Qxford-stroet. There are seversl narrow pireets,
most objectionable in & sanitary point of view, hup
they gfford eonvenient facilities for passing to. the
Jarger thoroughfares, Some of these sireets ‘and
lanes were so muddy and filthy as to be ;garogl?‘

a3
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passable : Flinders-lane and Chancery-lane came
under this category. The former was notorious for
furnishing & large contingent fo the police reports,
of acta of violence and robberies committed in ite
vicinity. The earriage-ways and foot-paths were in
s most dilapidated condition. In a fow of the
stroets abortive attempts had been made at sewage
and placing kerb-stones to the foot-paths; but the
mouths of the sewers were soon blocked np with
flth, and the kerb-stones nearly buried in the mud.
There could not be a more filthy city in the world
than Melbourne was at that time. It was un-
scavengered, muwatered, and unlit, except by the
lamps above the doors of the inns and public-houses,
a8 in Adelaide, Sheep's heads, plucks, and other
kinds of offal, were lying in a partially decomposed
state in the mud-holes by the sides of tle streets.
The stench from thess felid accumulations wae
intolerable, and you could scarcely walk anywhere
in the City without having your olfactories salnted
by the horrible odours emitted from the carcasses
of animals and other nnisances. Near the cemetery,
which is only half a mile from the city, dead cows
and calves with their skins on were lying in a
putrefying condition, and when the wind set in
from that direction the atmosphere was perfeotly
pestilential. One fine Sunday evening, I strolled
out towards the Flagstaff, to hear some itinerant

preachers who were addressing a congregation on



NEW SEALAND. 139

the Hill, but the wind blowing from the cemetery
was 80 intolerable that the preachers were silenced
and their auditors quickly dispersed. How Mel-
Yourne was unvisited by plague or malignant fever,
was to most of the medical men there perfectly
inexplicable. Many of them had indeed predicted
typhus fever, or some other terrible discase, as
soon a8 the hol weather sef in, but their prophecies
remain as yot unfulfilled, although bad roads and
the nuisances referred to are still sources of com-
plaint. This speaks volumes for the salnbrions
situation of the city and the purity of the atmo-
sphere in Australis. There were certainly many
deaths registered each week, and the hospital was
erowded, but the mortalily was almost without
exception caused by excessive drinking, the expo-
sures and privations consequent on gold-digging,
or illness contracted on shiphoard during the
voyage from home, Any person with a sound
conatituiion, by not irdulging too freely in esting
or drinking, might enjoy good health, Fortuuately
for the human race, when man becomes so filthy
abont his habitations aa to endanger his existence,
in some countries nafure provides for him scaven-
gers of & very annoying descripiion, but without
which he oould not live. In Anustralia, thess
scavengers are ants and flies. “During hot weather
they come forth in millions, and plant colonies in
every carcass and piece of refuse thrown in their
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way, This soon divesis such matrer of its nexious
propertiea. A dead cow or Liorse does mob remain
many honrs near an ant-hill without being stripped
of every particle of flesh by these industrious
snatomists,

~ Ifrequently met with an old undertaker called
* Croft, in Grant’s shop, who gloated over the idea
of a fever or a pestilence in the city during the
heat of summer, He was said to bo & Vandemo-
nian, bot be what he may, he always seemod o me
- the inearnpation of g ghoul or vampire, He was
small, and was always dressed in a sendy suit of
black oloth. His complexion was of the muost
cadaverous description; his eyes were of s dark
groy colour, and 8o penetrating ihat they always
sepmed to be looking as far a8 possible into the
“house of life” of the person he was addressing, in
oxder to see if the acenpant was likely to quit the
tenement quickly, as ho desired employment, His
pose was long and straight, as sharp as s lance;
and his mouth was purged up, as if to prevent apy
vitality escaping info those whom he wished
* 1o become his customers. He had the government
contract for interring those who died in the hospital
and had no friends to bury them; and when he
sat upon the hearse, with his head bent forward as
if looking into futarity after the departed ghost of
the body he had behind him, he was no unapi
illustration of the Angel of Death going forth on
an errand of destroetion,

|
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Thero was a beautiful young widow with Grant,
whose husband, a fow weeks before I went there,
had died from the effects of hardship and exposure
at the diggings, OIld Croft’s remarks always sent
her from the shop in fears, When he had gone,
she would return saying—*I wish that old man
would never come again ! when he speaks so lightly
of the dead, he little knows the lone hearts they
leave behind them.” Her husband was brother to
Mrs, Grant, and she was living with his father and
mother, who oecupied a part of Grant’s house.
Kindar people Inever met in any of my wanderings,

The best view of the oity may be obtained from
the high ground near the Flagstaff, The surround-
ing country is lovel, and in some places thickly
wooded. All the land near the city has that fine
puark-like appearance, when viewed from an emi.
nenoe, which is peculiar to this part of Ausiralia.
Great numbera of milch cows roam en this park

“land, their owners paying nothing for the privilege.
The milk and butter obtained from these cows are
not comparable with those sold in Adelaide for
richnees. The animals, however, seemed in point
of breed, to be superior to those at Adelaide, and
the herbage is quite as rich as that of Bouth
Australia,

A splendid prospect of Hobson's Bay, with all the
veesels lying at anchor, can be seen from Flagstaff
Hill, The shores of the bay in the direction of
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Geelong, are thickly covered with a kind of sernb
called tea-izee, somewhal like our cypress, and, the
white howses which peep any bere and. there from
the dark maagaes of green. foliage on the other side
of the hey, in. the vicinily of Brighten and St
Kilda, add mueh tq the beauty of the surroundiag
Iandseape, I.mk in what direotion you mays you
are impressed with the immengity of the region and
ita vast capabilities for sustaining animal life. The
natural harbour to Mqlhourne is-an inland "aa, and
‘thousands of acres of the richest soil in the world
only await the hand of the hushandman io make it
yield abundance for both man and besst.

Melbourne itself is a wonderful place considesing
the short time it has been in existence; many of
itg publie bmldmgs gre handaome apd eommodious,
the places of womhlg espogially. The Roman
Catholio ehureh in Lonsdale-street, is & fine huild-
ing, and so is the Wealey&n chapel in Quoen-gtreet.
The cburch called 8t, Peters, in Great Boyrke-
aixeet, stands in a w:de open space, and bas a Jow
miling ronnd i, Inside the railing there are
gravel walks and neatly-trimmed grass-plots, with
everything in good erder. This building belongs
to the Chuych of England. The Roman Ga.tholm
have laid the foundation-stone of a 5plend1d oathe-
dral in Collinwaod, sbont half a mile ﬁmm 8t
I’eter’s. and there are plaees of worahlp helongmg
to nearly all denominations of christians,
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- Melbourne stands partly upon two hils, and
Elizabeth-strett runs the whole length of the valley
between them. The Post-Office was too smail for
the wanta of the population, and it was so orowded
during btminess honrs that there was scarcely ary
approaching it. The Police were an imeffective
body, the groater purt of them being either lame or
unhealthy. Soarcely ¢ne in ten would have been-
able to etand.a five minutes’ brush with an unraly
prisoner, and a strong man need not have been
afraid of half a dozen of them. The government
wes much to blame for this state of things as well
as for the dirty state of the public roads. The
ordinary policemen were only reeeiving ten shillings
per day, too small a sam to induce efficient men
to accept an office of that kind, when there were
so many other employments at which they could
earn far more money. ‘The same wages and rations
were given to men working on the public roads,
and a fewshillings more per day would have induced
many to remain in Melbourne as scavengers, The
city might have been kept thoroughly clean by
thirty men, constantly employed, and tfheir cost
would have been a mere drop in the buecket out of
the large sums which government was daily deriving
from the gold fields. '

The water brought into Melbourne from the Yarra
Yarra river was the worst I ever tasted in Aus-
tralia, It was occasionally as thiek as pea-soup;
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aand . yot, the water in the river above the bridge
seemed olear, and that sold in the city was sup-
posed to be brought from that neighbourhood.
The wator-carriors, however, were in no way par-
ticular; =o long as it was waler, they cared little
from whence it came. Some of these men were
making upwards of £3 per day, and anyone who
conld raise money enough to purchase a horse and
water-cart, and had perseverance enough to follow
that kind of employment, was in & fair wey of
becoming independent.

The river Yarra Yarra rises in a rich country in
Evelyn county, between forty and fifty miles S.E,
of Melbourne, It receives in its course the waters
of the Flenty, and several other small tributaries,
It is abont the same breadth at Melbourne as the
Torrens at Adelaide, but much deeper. Vessels of
300 tons burthen can come up to the wharfs at
Molbourne during the high tides. The soenery on
its banks towards Richmond is charming; most of
the troes are very large, and thousands of birds of
the parrof species find shelter in their branches.
There is a Botanical Garden in the vicirily of
Richmond, which is laid ount with much faste in a
delightful situation, and containing many rare and
eurious plants peculisr to the Flora of Ausiralia.
Richmond and St. Kilda are lovely suburban
reireats where wealthy citizens have their country
houses. Some of these are fitted up with a degree



WEW ZRALAND, 145

of elogance that reminded me of the residences of
the wealthy in the county of Middlesex, near Hayes
and Henwell.

The third day, 1 went to reside at what was
considered & very respectable lodging-house in
Queen-street. 1t was kept by a Mr. Johnson, who
oonsidered he was bestowing a greai favour in
letting me lodge with him. There were weveral
young men, compositors in the Argus office, living
there at the same time, and others who followed
various avooations in the eity. Mre. Johnson
allowed none of her lodgers to be out after ten at
night, and drinking and sll kinds of immorality
were discountenanced by her as much as possible,
Here 1 first beoame acquainted with a * stretcher,”
which is & very convenient kind of bed, made by
nailing a piece of oanvass to two piecea of wood,
about six feet long and three inches equare,
these rest npon legs made in the form of the
Ietter >x, and aro fastened at the crossings by an iron
bolt, no as to allow them to separate as far as the
canvass will permit. These “ stretohers” I found
to be very comfortable, I slept in a small room
at the back, which had a window that opened into
a Jarge yard. The sill of this window was about
twelve inches from the ground, end the window
folded back from the middle, thus answering the
double purpose of window and door. It was
never fastened, simply becanse there was nothing

1
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to fasten it with; and any of the lodgers who were
out after the front door was locked had to climb
over a higk gate into the backyard and enter at
this window. The beds and bed-rooms were as
clean as circumstances would admit, and the other
sanilory arrangements were unexceptionable. Buf
the place was like an oasis in the midst of a desert
of filth, The way into the backyard was through
Chancery-lane, and it required a ekilful pilot of
theeo dirty places to reach the gate either night or
day withont sticking up fo the knees in mud.

I had been four days in Melbourne before I
loarned anything respeoting the Anmma. Oz the
fourth day I mei with Smithers, who was then
head cook at the Scoltish Hotel in Great Bourke
sirect. He had another « darkey” under him as
an asefstant, and they were both flourishing amas-
ingly under the patronage of the gold-diggers.
Smithera had cooked a dinmer the day before for
the marriage of a lucky gold-finder, and he had
realized upwards of £4for hisservicesin that line,and
by singing nigger songs. After he led mo through
his kitohen, and ordered his subordinate aboui his
business, to show that he was “monarch of all he
surveyed,” he related all the particulars respecting
himself and the crew of the Anna. The Anna did
not leave the Gulf of 8f. Vincent till the merning
aftor I left her, Sixteen of the crew refused to
obey orders, and the passengers had to aseist in
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getiing up the anchor and working the ship the
remainder of the voysge to Melbouree. Thers
were many able seamen among tho passengers, and
all went on well till the third day after they left
the gulf, when the weather became stormy and
& heavy squall carried away the foresail. The
sixteen rofractory soamen were then requested to
asgist in getting the ship under sufficient canvass
to stay her through the gale; buf neither the
entreaties of the captain nor the passengers could
induce them to comply. In consequence of this
dinobedience the eaptain placed them in iroms, and
they were handed over to the authorities when the
vessel arrived in' Hobson’s Bay, The magistrates
in Williamstown eventually committed them to
Melborrne gaol for their insubordination, Smithers
had done all in his power to assist in working the
ship during the gale, the captain paid him his
wages in full for the time he had been at sea, and
gave him liberty to go wherever he liked.

The young men who lodged at Mr. Johnson's
were very agreeable and well-informed, especially
thoso employed on the Argus newspaper. Some of
them had been at California and different parts of
North and South America, and others in nearly all
the oxplored parts of Australia. Ome of them,
named Evans, a native of Sydney, was an extra.
ordinary workman, He made nearly twice as much
a3 any other compositor on the Argus.” His wages

12
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sometimes reached £14 per week. He slways
appeared well-dressed and respeofabls, and paid
punctually for his lodgings, but the overplus wes
inveriably squandered amid his boon companions s
- the public-houses and the thealre. e was litfle
more than twenty years of age, of 3 glonder make,
and not more than five feet six inches in height,
His movements were characterised by that restiess,
watch-spring sort of action peculiar to the natives
of Sydney, and he was looked upor by his fellow-
workmen, as a kind of composing phenomenoa. A
oopy of the drgus was generally laid upon the
breakinst-table every morning. Omne day, while
~ Iooking over its police reports, my eye was arrested

by the familiar name of Henry Howard Dodds, who
had been brought before the magistrates with
another as destitute as himself. The name of his
companion was not known, but he called himeelf
“ Sugar and Cream.” They were both deseribed
88 being in a miserable condition, and guite insane,
The bench sent them to the lunstic asylem. Poor
Dodds had 1s, 6d. left when he was put on shore ab
Melbourne, and how he had subsisted up to thas
time was a mysiery. I subsequently learnt that
some friends in Edinburgh had sent him out to get
" rid of him, and that his brother paid his passage
and gave him £9, all of which he spent on the
voyage but 1s. 64, His conduct and counveesskion
ont board ship showed that he had been bronght up
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respectably ; and it cerlainly was an act of extreme
eruelty, to banish {o Melbourne a being so deplora-
bly helpless as poor Dodds.
Provisions wore dearer here than at Adelaide :—
bread was 44d. per 1b,; butter 25.6d.; cheese 3s.6d.;
potatoes 4d.; apples 4d. each; oranges 6d. each;
cabbages 4d. to 6d. each; board and lodging
£1 5s. to £2 por week. The price of labour was
donble what it was in Adelaide :—washing 8a. per
dogen ; labourers 10e. per day and rations; butchers
£3 10s. and £4 per week; carpenters £1 per day;
bricklayers and masons £1 5s. per-day ; tailors and
ghoemakers £1 per day; shepherds, hui-keepers,
and farm-servants, from £40 to 50 per year and
rations ; good female servania from £80 to 40 per
year, witk the privilege of almost doing as they
liked. Suoh was the scarcity of female labourers,
that all who wished 1o keep their servanis had to
be very careful how they used them. Many servant
girls were far more independent, and had much
more leisure time than their misiresses, Mrs,
Grant had oze, & tall fine-looking Irish girl, and an
excellent domestic; but she had beoome eo deeply
imbued with the spirit of independence that pre-
vailed in Melbourne, that she seldom asked leave
to go about either business or pleasure; and her
mistress was rarely aware of her intention to act
the lady for the remainder of the day till she was .
3
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convinced by her presence in full dress, sometimes
as early as two o’clock in the afterncon.

House rents were very high: £8 and £7 per
" week were given for houses with four roowms in some
of the principal streets. There were great numbers
of wooden houses in Collinwood that were erected
in one week and let the mext for £1 10s. and £2
per week, Scarcely any of theze had more than
two rooms. In some {here was a kind of kitchen,
but the greater part had no euch convenience.
Theo floor of these houses rested wpon a platform
which raized them about three steps above the
ground, and the walls wore made of half-inch
planks pailed upon the framework, elinker fashion,
that is, overlapping each other. The insides were
sometimes lined with smooth boarding, when their
owners were not in too great a hurry to get them
let. Many of them, however, lacked this agreeable
finish, and there were hundreds of people thankful
to be allowed to oocupy them in this imperfeet
condition, at enormous rents, Few of the builders
_ nspired higher than one story, except in such
honses as were for themselves, or the proprietors.
Some of these were very neat and comfortable
dwellings, having pannelled deors, large sash win-
dows, and all the other minutie belonging to those
* who live at home at ease.”

The Melbonrne Green Market was badly supplied.
Most of the poiatoes, apples, and vegetables, ware
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brought from Launceston, A steamer sod govoral
small vessels traded regularly between that place
and Melbourne. The Shamrock and ¥Yarre ¥Yarre
steamers, from Sydney, were aonetantly plying, and
by them $he market was principally supplied with
oranges:and other fruil. The oranges were a very
aritical wargo; and frequently in spite of the high
prioo given for them in Melbourne, it has failed te
realive the anticipated profits of the speculater.
All the finer kinds in New South Wales are allowed
to rerain on the trees till xine, and whep they are
closely packed in boxes soon decay, therefore, when
the wvoyage happsns to be dour or five days in
dnralion, the loss is somotimes merious. The finest
oranges mmay be purchased in Sydney for 8d. par
dozen ; the inferior kinds (much superior to the
famous 8t, Michael’s so0ld at home), for 8d. and 4d.
per dozen. '

Fire-arms were in great request, Colt’s revolvers
espeoially, and almost fabulous prices were offered
for these weapons. The markets for some kinda of
imported goods presented many diffioulties to the
epeovlator. Bootg and shoes, and alop clothing,
were fagh falling in price, and there was every
prospect of the market becoming glutted with that
species of merchandise. Wood for house-building
was in great demand, and one-horse carts and cart
gear, and all kinds of saddlery sold at high prices,
General dealers, of colonial experience, who had &
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quick eye to business, wero making large sums by
trading in amall carts constructed at Sydney. The
cost of thess at Byduey was from £8 to £10, and
they sold in Melbourne for £15 or £20. They
wore light ard strong, the sides and ends were
each composed of ome piece, and were firmly
fastened together by stays and bolta, These carts
were not adapted fo carry more than than 10 or
12 owt.,, but wers found to answer much - better
than the heavy drays for the bad roads of Vietoria,
and more especially for those leading to the

Wines, ales, and all kinds of spirits, were in great
demand. Wine and brandy sold at 1s. per glass;
ales 8d. ; and rum 84 Tartarie acid and carbonate
of sods, two artioles in great request during the
warm weather, could only be obtfained in small
quantities ab either Melbourne or Sydney. Both
these chemicals wero selling at nearly two hundred
per oent, profit.

The eales of land were not condmeted on the
game encoursging principles to those who wished
to purchase small sections as in South Australia ;
and the eystem of agriculture was not mo far
advanced or on 3o extensive a seale as in Adelaide.
There was not & sufficient quantity of land under
cultivation to supply the wants of the rapidly
inoreasing population, and large importations of
corn were obliged to ba made from Adelaide, Van
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Dieman’s Land, syd New South Wales, There was, -
hewever, sn ahyndance of sheep and cattle. The
prioe of & good horse was sbont £60, but very
pervicanble quimals might be had for £25 or £30,
A pair of byllocks would eost from £18 to £20;
& iat cow £5; and sheep from 63 to 8a. each.
There was as much room for improvement in all
kinds of stock as in Sonth Australia. Young
animals of & good breed would remuperate anyons
desiroys of improving the eattle jn Victoria. All
who wish to become farmers and land-owners in
that fine coleny shounld look well to this.

The social and moral condition of the people was
mot half 20 bad as represented in Adelaide, and by
tho nowspapers from homs, It is, nevertheless,
true, that robberies and murders have been com.
mitted in the stzeels of Melbeurne, particnlars of
which never fousnd their way into ithe newspapers.
And those were owing to the ineficiency of the
police. The ery of *“murder)” has been often
bwerd duting the walches of the night; bub the
police 20 seueh dread the desperadoes who per-
potratp theso erimeas that they dwe uot interfere,
I was personally aoguainted with several who were
# gtnok wp ” and robbed near their own doors. Ail
the partios, however, were pertislly infoxioated af
the time, and had been shewing their mepey in the
public-howees-—an imprudence which hes led te
many robberies. The exhibition of gold dusi
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and muggets of immense valie before villaing
who had just eome from SBydney or Van Dieman’s
Land to do business after the fashion which made
01d England too hot fo hold them, was too great
a temptation to be resisted. Gold was a8 common
in Melbourne as gingerbread af & country fair, and
almost every tenth person you met in the streets
had gold dust or nuggets in his pocket. Wealth
was rolling in by millions, and population by thou-~
sands every month. I may venture to say without
foar of contradiction, that there is not a town in
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
of the same extent as Melbonrne, which would not
produce as dack, if not darker deeds, were it placed
os suddenly in the same ciroumstances. The only
wonder to me was, how #0