
Join the conversation #aiatsisSUMMIT

Program
Celebrating Indigenous Brilliance: Then and Now.



Wominjeka (Welcome)

Leonard Hill, 
AIATSIS Interim CEO
Leonard is the Interim Chief Executive Officer of the 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Studies (AIATSIS) and an Indigenous 
man from the Ngemba nation from North-west 
New South Wales.

Leonard has held a number of Senior Executive 
Service (SES) Officer roles in a long public service career including 
Deputy CEO and Chief Operating Officer at AIATSIS; Executive Director, 
Collections Services Group at AIATSIS, and Assistant Secretary Culture 
Branch with the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

Jodie Sizer, 
AIATSIS Chairperson
Jodie Sizer is a Djap Wurrung/Gunditjmara woman 
and one of Australia’s foremost Indigenous leaders. 
In July 2021, Jodie was appointed the inaugural CEO 
of the Great Ocean Road Coast and Parks Authority 
to deliver better protection and management of the 
iconic coast and parks of Victoria’s Great Ocean 

Road. She is the Co-founder and former Co-CEO of Australia’s leading 
Indigenous consulting firm, PwC Indigenous Consulting. 

Jodie is qualified as a Certified Practising Accountant; Chair of the 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander Studies; a 
Director of the Ebony Institute; and Vice-President of prominent 
Australian sporting organisation the Collingwood Football Club, 
leading the transformational change process to address systemic 
racism, commissioning the Do Better report and its implementation.

Rueben Berg, Co-Chair, 
First Peoples’ Assembly 
of Victoria
Rueben Berg is a proud Gunditjmara man, and a 
Co-Chair of the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria 
(the Assembly).

As an elected Co-Chair of the Assembly, Rueben 
plays a pivotal role in representing the diverse voices and aspirations 
of First Nations communities in Victoria. With a deep commitment to 
advancing the rights and interests of First Nations people, Rueben is 
passionate about ensuring Treaty delivers Aboriginal communities the 
power and tools to develop and deliver practical solutions at a local level.

Ngarra Murray, Co-Chair, 
First Peoples’ Assembly 
of Victoria
Ngarra Murray is a proud Wamba Wamba, 
Yorta Yorta, Dhudhuroa and Dja Dja Wurrung 
woman who grew up in Shepparton, and is 
Co-Chair of the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria 
(the Assembly).

As the elected Co-Chair, Ngarra is a spokesperson for the Assembly. 
Her role is to elevate the voices and priorities of Community members 
on the journey to Treaties in Victoria. She is committed to meeting 
with all Traditional Owner groups and spending time ‘talking Treaty’ 
with communities to foster nation-building and consensus-building 
throughout her term.



Day 1 Monday 3 June

Day 1 Monday 3 June

0800 – 1630 Registration open

0800 – 1700 Exhibition hall open

0800 Smoking ceremony

0900 – 1030 Plenary room 1
Master of Ceremonies – Welcome to Country
Leonard Hill, CEO, AIATSIS – Welcome address
Jodie Sizer, Council Chairperson, AIATSIS – Opening address
Ngarra Murray, Co-Chair, First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria – Opening address
Ambassador Justin Mohamed, Ambassador for First Nations Peoples – Keynote address
Kaleb Mabo – Introduction
Jamie Lowe, CEO, National Native Title Council – Mabo Lecture

1030 – 1100 Morning tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1100 – 1230 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Practitioner

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Caring for Country

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: Post-
determination and 
dispute resolution

Contemporary 
innovations – Youth 
empowerment 
and rights

Contemporary 
innovations

Cultural resilience

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms Men’s room

Facilitator Clare Sayers Dylan Clark Lori Richardson Felicity Thiessen Alister Thorpe Dylan Daniel-Marsh John Gibbs

1100 Standing on the 
shoulders of giants: 
The treaty generation 
in Victoria
Ngarra Murray, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria

Treaty and 
truth processes 
in Victoria are 
transforming the 
way we look at 
native title
Tony Kelly and 
Rainer Mathews, 
First Nations Legal 
and Research 
Services

Boodjamulla land 
back – “The spiritual 
heart of Waanyi 
Country”, in the 
remote north-west 
highlands of 
Queensland
Rebecca Lagerroth, 
Department of 
Environment, 
Science, and 
Innovation

NNTT assistance to 
PBCs and common 
law native title 
holders (S60AAA) 
– a tool for internal 
consensus building 
and dispute 
resolution on the 
journey to self-
determination
Kevin Smith and 
Lisa Eaton, NNTT

Prototyping to test 
and refine remote 
area construction 
processes on 
homelands: 
Learnings from 
the Olkola Cultural 
Knowledge Centre 
prototype
Dr Robertson

AIATSIS 
consultation session
Dylan Daniel-Marsh 
and Mitch Day, 
AIATSIS

Men’s yarning
Closed Men’s 
only session



Day 1 Monday 3 June

1130 Getting it right: 
How can we ensure 
First Nations’ 
participation 
and benefit 
from large-scale 
renewable energy 
developments 
on Country?
Katie Quail, 
University of NSW

The uniqueness of 
the Torres Strait
Ned David and 
Falen Passi
Gur A Baradharaw 
Kod, Torres Strait 
Sea and Land 
Council, Torres 
Strait Islander 
and Aboriginal 
Corporation 

1200 Ensuring First 
Nations peoples 
are front and centre 
in the Greenfields 
renewable energy 
industry 
Simon Hawkins 
Yamatji Marlpa 
Aboriginal 
Corporation

Native title 
compensation 
videos launch
National Native 
Title Council and 
special guests

Land rights in NSW: 
Then and now
Jonathon 
Captain-Webb, 
Aboriginal 
Affairs NSW

Re-storying 
place, connection 
and belonging: 
the resurgence, 
presence, and 
renewal of First 
Nations young 
people in Naarm
Dr Emily 
Munro-Harrison, 
University of 
Melbourne

1230 – 1330 Lunch – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1330 – 1500 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Practitioner

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Caring for Country

Connection to 
land and Country – 
Native title

Contemporary 
innovations

Cultural resilience

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator John Gibbs Felicity Thiessen Esme Bamblett Tony Eales Lauren Reed Lisa Marcussen



Day 1 Monday 3 June

1330 Critical minerals 
and First Nations 
– Protecting First 
Nations rights in 
Australia’s critical 
minerals sector
Anu Nagar,
National Native 
Title Council

Comprehensive 
settlement 
agreements: 
Launch of the Guide 
to Best Practice 
Agreement-Making
Felicity Thiessen 
and Clare Sayers, 
AIATSIS

The DDLMB’s 
decade of 
leadership 
– enabling 
implementation 
of the Joint 
Management Plan 
for the Dja Dja 
Wurrung Parks 
in Victoria
Michele Braid,
Dhelkunya Dja Land 
Management Board

Prescribed Body 
Corporate (PBC) 
funding reform 
Clinton Benjamin,
National Native 
Title Council

The need for 
Reconciliation 
Action Plans 
(RAPs) to engage 
in strength-based 
rather than deficit-
based discourses
Andrew Gunstone,
Federation 
University

Collection Access 
and Family History 
– Workshops
Philip Khalu-Reindl 
and Jethro Braico, 
AIATSIS

1400 First Nations 
clean energy – 
achievements and 
lessons learned 
from community
First Nations Clean 
Energy Network

Native title 
negotiations 
informed by cultural 
values assessments: 
Agreement making
Stacey Little, 
First Nations 
Legal and Research

Guarding 
Indigenous 
brilliance: 
Safeguarding 
cultural and 
intellectual 
property within the 
innovation space.
Dr Terri Janke, 
Terri Janke 
and Company

We are country and 
country mentors us
Matilda Harry, 
Western Sydney 
University

1430 ARC centre of 
excellence for 
Indigenous futures
Dr Brendan 
Hokowhitu, 
The University 
of Queensland

1500 – 1530 Afternoon tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)



Day 1 Monday 3 June

1530 – 1700 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Clean energy

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Practitioner

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Native title: 
Caring for Country

Connection to land 
and Country – 
Native title

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Strategy and 
communications

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Economic 
development

Cultural resilience

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms Women’s room

Facilitator John Gibbs Troy McDonald Carolyn Jeffress Clare Sayers Peter Hood Lori Richardson Caroline Hughes

1530 Sea Country and 
offshore energy
Gareth Ogilvie, 
Dan Miller,  
Jamie Lowe, 
National Native 
Title Council

First Nations 
Peoples’ 
participation in 
the clean energy 
transition – practical 
considerations for 
agreement making 
and associated 
opportunities
Emily Gerrard, 
Rainer Mathews, 
Lauren Shave, 
Gilbert Tobin, 
Nick Lazarou

Influencing 
ecosystems: 
How connection 
to Country can 
improve post-mining 
land rehabilitation 
outcomes
Michelle Adams, BHP

Native Title 
capability forum 
and launch of 
online Native Title 
Web Directory
Katie Stride, 
Felicity Thiessen, 
Clare Sayers, 
Rachel Kerrigan, 
Robbie Croft
Commonwealth 
Native Title 
Coordination 
Meeting

Political organising 
and activating 
leadership
Djarran Murray-
Jackson, 
Stephen Donnelly, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria

Indigenous heritage 
representation 
on the National 
Heritage List.
Leah Cameron,
Australian Heritage 
Council and 
Marrawah Law 
and Advisory

Women’s yarning
Closed Women’s 
only session

1600 Karajarri muwarr 
– How a ranger 
program is 
revitalising 
its language
Nita Kitty, 
Carlene Wilridge, 
Karajarri Traditional 
Lands Association

1630 Collaborating 
with the enemy 
– An Aboriginal 
methodology for 
getting unstuck’
Dr Phillips, 
Dr Genie Flynn, 
Jason Glanville

The Victorian 
Traditional Owner 
cultural landscape 
strategy
Federation of 
Traditional Owner 
Corporations, 
Paul Paton, 
Katherine Mullett, 
John Clarke

National Indigenous 
disaster resilience: 
championing 
Indigenous 
leadership before, 
during and after 
natural hazards
Oliver Costello, 
Lucy Connole, 
Emma McNicol, 
Monash University

Leading as a 
First Nations CEO: 
Panel discussion
Matt Burns, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria
This session will be 45 mins, 
concluding 17:15 pm

1730 – 1900 Social event welcome reception Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)



Youth Forum facilitators

Lilly-Rae Jones
Lilly-Rae is a proud 
Wiradjuri woman who 
has lived on Ngunnawal 
country for most of her life. 
She is passionate about 
preserving and promoting 
First Nations culture, 
languages, and traditions. 

Latoya-Sharnae Jones 
Latoya-Sharnae Jones 
is a Balardong, Whadjuk 
Nyungar and Yamatji 
woman from Whadjuk 
Nyungar boodja in Perth 
(WA), who currently lives 
on Ngunnawal Country 
in Canberra, ACT.

Alice Pepper
Alice is a proud Gunnai, Yorta 
Yorta, Mutti Mutti, Gunditjmara 
and Arrernte Woman, who 
has lived and worked in her 
community in Gippsland her 
whole life advocating for a 
better future and for the rights 
of our people in systems that 
don’t work for mob.

Jordan Edwards
Jordan is a proud Gunditjmara, 
Waddawurrung & Arrernte 
man, who is a current 
Assembly Member and 
was the previous South-West 
representative, as well as 
the Youth Convener for the 
First Peoples’ Assembly. 

Sponsored by

2024 AIATSIS Summit 
Youth Forum
Tuesday 4 June – Thursday 6 June

Courtyard rooms, Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre

The 2024 AIATSIS Summit 
Youth Forum will draw 
together young native title 
holders, students, community 
organisers, advocates and 
other stakeholders to discuss 
the experiences of Indigenous 
youth in, and opportunities 
to engage with, native 
title, governance and 
nation-building.

By bringing young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people together who have a shared interest in native 
title, governance and nation-building, delegates will 
have the opportunity to form valuable relationships and 
networks to support one another along their journeys.

Summit Social Event 
MCG Experience
Join Summit co-convenors, AIATSIS and 
the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria (FPAV) 
for drinks and nibbles and connect with 
fellow delegates.
The same function will run both nights. Delegates have 
the choice of which night they want to attend.

Tuesday 4 June or Thursday 6 June
6pm – 9pm

Australian Sports Museum, 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG)

australiansportsmuseum.org.au

http://australiansportsmuseum.org.au


Day 2 Tuesday 4 June

Day 2 Tuesday 4 June

0800 – 1630 Registration

0900 – 1030 Plenary room 1
Master of Ceremonies – Welcome to Country
Jody Broun, CEO, National Indigenous Australia Agency – Keynote address
Vonda Malone, Former CEO Torres Strait Regional Authority and Member of the Queensland Government Truth Telling and Healing Inquiry – Keynote Address
Hon Mark Dreyfus KC, Attorney General of Australia – Video address
Native Title Expert Panel facilitated by Chief Justice Mortimer

1030 – 1100 Morning tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1100 – 1230 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation – 
Economic development

PBC day 
closed sessions

Connection to 
land and Country

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Cultural heritage

Contemporary 
innovations 

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator John Gibbs Felicity Thiessen 
Clare Sayers

Lori Richardson Esme Bamblett Greg Oakes Lilly-Rae Jones  
Latoya Jones

1100 An Indigenous-led 
approach to First 
Nations economic 
development – 
Where innovation 
meets tradition 
Keynote – Ian Hamm, 
Chair, Indigenous Land 
and Sea Corporation
Panel Discussion 
Joe Morrison (facilitator) 
Ian Hamm, Peter Yu, 
Terri Janke

Community 
negotiations, treaty
Dillon Johnson, 
Tla’amin Nation

Passing of traditional 
knowledge for 
future generations 
“Gasi Process – 
Warraber Island”
Alicia Sabatino, 
Torres Strait 
Regional Authority

Turraburra – Ancient 
traditions walking 
together with 
contemporary visions
Stephen Mam, 
Yumbangku Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage and 
Tourism Development 
Aboriginal Corporation

AIATSIS workshops
Digitisation workshop  
Daryl Ciubal, 
Cameron Burns, 
AIATSIS

Community based 
preservation
Donna Wilks, AIATSIS

Youth Forum

1130 Developing a mobile 
phone app to make 
native title information 
accessible to First 
Nations people in 
Central Australia
Scarlett Cheesman,  
Central Land Council

“Wurreka Galkangu” – 
A partnership by DJAARA 
and Bush Heritage 
Australia developing and 
implementing a shared 
strategic landscape 
plan for Djandak
Tegan Hibberson, 
Bush Heritage Australia

Celebrating our 
Elders strong Goori 
community legacy
Leweena Williams, 
Tweed / Byron Local 
Aboriginal Land Council



Day 2 Tuesday 4 June

1200 Country to Capital: 
Native title and the 
business that follows.
Henry Dow, 
Marrawah Law

Land rich, 
economic poor
Louisa Taylor Ahmat,
Ipima Ikaya Aboriginal 
Corporation Rntbc

Meriam Areriba Tonar 
Mer seasonal calendar 
charts the winds of 
change in managing 
land and sea country
Ilana Foster, 
Torres Strait Regional 
Authority – Land and 
Sea Management Unit

Managing Puutu Kunti 
Kurrama and Pinikura 
Heritage and culture in 
an era of change, risk 
and opportunity 
Cat Morgan, Rosie Sitorus, 
Mitchell Drage, Terry Drage, 
Joan Ashburton, PKKP 
Aboriginal Corporation

Mapping Boodja – 
Using contemporary 
art and modern 
technology to share 
ancient Noongar stories 
embedded in landscape
Danielle Antaki, 
Community Arts 
Network WA

1230 – 1330 Lunch – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1330 – 1500 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

PBC day 
closed sessions

Connection to land 
and Country – Water

Connection to 
land and Country 
– Cultural heritage

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Data sovereignty 

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator John Gibbs Clare Sayers Tony Eales Lori Richardson Carolyn Jeffress Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1330 What the F*%C!!! – 
Has FPIC become a 
four-letter dirty word 
in the debate on 
Indigenous rights?
Adam Lees, New Moon 
(Aketi Meb) Consulting

Post determination 
assistance: Dispute 
resolution 
Lisa Jowett, 
National Native 
Title Tribunal
*This session will be 45 mins, 
commencing at 13:15 pm

Falling between the 
cracks: Culture, history, 
and water governance 
in the Kati-Thanda 
Lake Eyre Basin
Prof Melissa 
Nursey-Bray and 
representatives from
Arabana Aboriginal 
Corporation 

Self-determination as 
a driver for regional 
economic growth
Will Crawford, 
First Nations Legal 
and Research Service

CAREful FAIRness 
and principles for 
Indigenous data 
governance
Robert McLellan, 
The University 
of Queensland

Youth forum

1400 Wellbeing and IBA’s 
impact journey
Kia Dowell, Indigenous 
Business Australia

Putting Djaara back 
in landscape, a 
commercial approach
Kenny Clark, DJANDAK 
Business Manager, 
and Rodney Carter, 
DDW Group CEO

Wangu Purinya Kayini: 
Song of Living Waters
Melissa Kennedy, 
Erin O’Donnell, 
Amy McCoy and 
Adrianna Nicolay
University Of Melbourne

Empowering 
communities through 
data literacy: exploring 
Indigenous Australian 
perceptions, engagement 
and understanding 
of data
Becki Cook and 
Stephen Corporal



Day 2 Tuesday 4 June

1430 FPIC and Finance – 
The role of investors 
in respecting free prior 
and informed consent
Anu Nagar, First Nations 
Heritage Protection 
Alliance; Dr Terri Janke, 
Terri Janke & Company; 
and Ed John, 
Australian Council 
of Superannuation 
Investors

Supporting our 
directors
Dianne Chapman, 
Yaegl Traditional 
Owners Aboriginal 
Corporation

Working with water 
mob: building gubbers’ 
capacity through 
teaching and learning 
about aqua nullius
Kate Harriden, 
MSDI Monash University

Reclaiming data, 
rebuilding resilience: 
First Nations 
strengthening through 
data sovereignty 
and data governance 
in NSW
Lea Gage, 
New South Wales 
Aboriginal Land Council

1500 – 1530 Afternoon tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1530 – 1700 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

PBC day 
closed sessions

Connection to 
land and Country

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Rights, recognition and 
representation – ICIP

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Alister Thorpe Felicity Thiessen 
Clare Sayers

Lori Richardson Ophelia Rubinich Carolyn Jeffress Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1530 The cost of doing 
nothing: Capitalism, 
country, and 
environmental justice
Dr Ash Francisco,
Dilin Duwa Centre for 
Indigenous Business 
Leadership

Workshop – 
Negotiating agreements
Emily Gerrard, 
Comhar Group

Reef 2050 Traditional 
Owner Implementation 
Plan – Built on the 
wisdom and resilience 
of those who have 
come before us
Chrissy Grant,
Reef 2050 Traditional 
Owner steering group

UNDRIP and urban 
Aboriginal cultural 
recognition in 
Southeast Queensland
Madeleine Pugin,
Griffith University

Cementing cultures: 
Establishing an ICIP 
policy and data 
governance framework 
for the HASS and 
Indigenous Research 
Data Commons
Jenny Fewster,
Australian Research 
Data Commons 

Youth Forum



Day 2 Tuesday 4 June

1600 How are commercial 
banks innovating 
to match the rapid 
development and 
innovative approaches 
to First Nations 
Sovereignty in 
Australia?
Annie Ashworth, 
Charlene Benson, 
Adam Fletcher, 
Jessica Forrest, 
Noel Prakash,
National Bank 
of Australia

Developing a mobile 
phone app to make 
native title information 
accessible to 
First Nations people 
in central Australia
Scarlett Cheesman,
Central Land Council

Business structuring 
for PBC’s and 
commercialisation of 
traditional knowledge 
and skills in a post 
native title world
Paul Gordon and 
Katarina Watkins, 
Wallmans Lawyers

Balancing access and 
ICIP, risk aversion in 
holding institutions
A/Prof Nick Thieberger, 
University Of Melbourne

1630 Yawuru’s Journey – 
Pre & post native title 
determination
Neil McKenzie, 
Dean Mathews, 
Jason Richardson, 
Debra Pigram, 
Nini Mills

Exploring Aboriginal 
community benefits 
trusts, then and now – 
Governance evolution
Jackson McDonald

Indigenous political 
mobilisation and land 
rights: history, evolution 
and First Nations 
diplomacy with the 
settler state 
Dr Bartholomew 
Stanford, 
Griffith University

Advancing Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander data 
sovereignty and 
self-determination in 
NSW: A collaborative 
approach for First 
Nation communities
Lea Gage, New South 
Wales Aboriginal 
Land Council

1830 – 2100 Social Event MCG Experience – australiansportsmuseum.org.au

SUPPORTING INDIGENOUS ARTISTS aiatsis.gov.au
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http://aiatsis.gov.au


Day 3 Wednesday 5 June

Day 3 Wednesday 5 June

0800 – 1630 Registration

0800 Smoking ceremony

0900 – 1030 Plenary room 1
Master of Ceremonies – Welcome to Country
Rueben Berg, Co-Chair, First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, Metro Region – Keynote address
Dillon Johnson, Executive Councillor, Tla’amin Nation – Keynote address
Nerita Waight, Member for Metro Region, First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria – Keynote address

1030 – 1100 Morning tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1100 – 1230 Concurrent sessions

Cultural Resilience Rights, recognition 
and representation 

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Contemporary 
innovation

Cultural resilience Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Caroline Hughes Troy McDonald John Gibbs Michael Burn Ophelia Rubinich Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1100 60 years of AIATSIS 
panel discussion
Jodie Sizer (facilitator), 
Marcia Langton, 
Leonard Hill, 
Geoffrey Winters,
Esandra Colbung,
AIATSIS

Are we there yet? 
National cultural 
heritage law reform.
Rachel Perkins, 
Jamie Lowe, 
Natalie Rotumah, 
Leon Yeatman, 
Matthew Storey,
National Native 
Title Council

Return of land claim 
and native title material
Toni Baumann, 
Cindy Paterson, 
Amy Usher, Tony Eales.

Thirringgenji doo 
Joowijgarneny – 
Storytelling using 
the arts and media 
in Gija Country 
Purnululu School

Deep yarning 
Mary Goslett

Youth Forum

1130 Grounding eurocentric 
social media network 
analysis tools in 
Ngemba perspectives 
on Country by people.
Susan Beetson,
The University 
of Queensland

A fight for survival: 
Research as living 
culture in the 
northland campaign 
history project
Moondani Balluk, 
Indigenous 
Academic Unit



Day 3 Wednesday 5 June

1200 Elders voice
Esme Bamblett 
and Rodney Carter, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria

After the Voice: 
crumbled research, 
code of ethics and 
community resilience
Prof Emma Lee, 
Federation University

How ICT and the 
digital transformation 
of AIATSIS ensures 
a world in which 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
People’s knowledge and 
cultures are recognised, 
respected, celebrated 
and valued.
Michael Burn,
AIATSIS

Centre for native 
title anthropology, 
workshop for First 
Nations anthropological 
practitioners working 
in the native title 
space: Highlights 
and challenges
Petronella 
Vaarzon-Morel, 
Centre for Native 
Title Anthropology, 
Australian National 
University

1230 – 1330 Lunch – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1330 – 1500 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Truth telling 

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Contemporary 
innovations

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Jay Kickett Tony McEvoy Clare Sayers Lauren Reed Caroline Hughes Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1330 And nothing 
but the truth
Professor Marcia 
Langton, Barry 
Judd, Zoe Laidlaw, 
Shawana Andrews, 
University of Melbourne

Self determination – 
A conversation with 
Traditional Owners
Tony McEvoy, 
Ngarra Murray, 
Peter Yu, Jamie Lowe 

State Treaties; 
A documentary film 
– Interviews with three 
prominent Treaty Chairs 
and Commissioners, 
representatives from 
Northern Territory, 
Queensland, 
and Victoria  
John Harding, 
Social Ventures 
Australia

Warlpiri innovations in 
Indigenous evaluation 
for self-determination
Belinda Wayne 
Napaljarri, Glenda 
Wayne Napaljari, 
Central Land Council

First Peoples: 
A roadmap for 
enhancing Indigenous 
engagement in 
museums and galleries: 
From then to now
Michelle Fracaro, 
Australian Museums 
and Galleries 
Association 

Youth Forum

1400



Day 3 Wednesday 5 June

1430 A self-determined 
future – owning and 
managing Country 
Joe Morrison, Indigenous 
Land and Sea 
Corporation

Being, doing, knowing: 
Torres Strait Islander 
centred stories
Rita Metzenrath, 
Samantha Faulkner, 
AIATSIS

60 years of Indigenous 
Australian literature: 
The history and 
achievements of 
Aboriginal Studies Press
Charlotte Lembit 
and Dave mangenner 
Gough, AIATSIS

1500 – 1530 Afternoon tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1530 – 1700 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation

Rights and recognition Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Truth telling 

Rights, recognition and 
representation – ICIP

Contemporary 
innovation

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Felicity Thiessen Matt Burns Lori Richardson Jay Kickett Greg Oakes Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1530 Referendum post-
mortem: Unpacking 
voting data and 
public attitudes
Rachel Rulka Perkins, 
First Nations Heritage 
Protection Alliance

Victorian treaty 
possum skin cloak is 
an historical document 
in its own right 
Gina Bundle

The call for an 
Australian Declaration 
of Independence
Jesse Fleay, National 
Centre for Reconciliation, 
Truth and Justice

Indigenous Cultural and 
Intellectual Property
Paul Paton, 
Rodney Carter, 
Matthew Storey,
Storey and 
Ward Lawyers

Collaboration and 
digitisation: Two-way 
learning and sharing 
creating a culturally 
led co-design
Gillian Moody,
National Film 
and Sound Archive

Youth Forum

1600 Getting treaty ready with 
Traditional Owners: the 
role of the treaty authority
Treaty Authority Members
First People’s Assembly 
of Victoria 

The towards 
truth project
Sally Treveton, 
Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre

1630 Fake art and Indigenous 
cultural intellectual 
property legislation 
Trish Adjei, Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, 
Communications 
and the Arts

Victoria’s nation first 
truth telling process
Sue-Anne Hunter 
and Maggie Walter, 
Yoorook Justice 
Commissioners

Supporting Queensland’s 
truth-telling and 
healing journey
Becky Bligh,
Queensland 
State Archives

Accessing First 
Nations Archives at the 
University of Sydney: 
Obstacles, Obligations, 
and Opportunities
Prof, Jennifer Barrett 
The University 
of Sydney



Scan to 
book your 
Gala Dinner 
ticket today

Sponsored by

2025 STANNER AWARD NOMINATIONS OPEN JULY 2024

The AIATSIS Stanner Award is presented biennially to the best academic 
manuscript submitted by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander author.

Bus timetable

MCEC to Timber Yard
commences 5.30pm, 
last bus departs 6pm

Timber Yard to MCEC
commences 9.30pm, 
last bus departs 11pm

Gala Dinner – The Timber Yard, 
Port Melbourne
6.30pm to 11pm
The Timber Yard, Port Melbourne

The Gala Dinner presents an unparalleled 
opportunity for delegates to network in a relaxed 
and vibrant atmosphere. Places are limited, 
so make sure to secure your ticket today.

thetimberyard.com.au

https://aiatsis.eventsair.com/aiatsis-summit-2024/registration/Site/Register
http://thetimberyard.com.au


Day 4 Thursday 6 June

Day 4 Thursday 6 June

0800 – 1630 Registration

0900 – 1030 Plenary room 1
Master of Ceremonies – Welcome to Country
Leila Smith, CEO, Aurora Foundation – Keynote address
Alister Thorpe, Member of Metro Region, First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria– Keynote address
Dr Lynette Riley, The University of Sydney – Keynote address

1030 – 1100 Morning tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1100 – 1230 Concurrent sessions

Contemporary 
innovation – Education

Indigenous knowledge 
systems

Cultural resilience Contemporary 
innovation – Education

Contemporary 
innovation 

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Mary O’Dowd Ophelia Rubinich Jay Kickett Sara Tomkins Samuel Brazel Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1100 Wirimaninjaku Warlpiri 
Education and Training 
Trust (WETT) 
“Growing up the 
Warlpiri Education and 
Training Trust (WETT)”
Aysia Rodgers,
Central Land Council

Cloak Stories: 
Identifying bunya 
(possum) skin 
production on Yung 
Balug Country, Victoria 
by weaving together 
traditional ecological 
knowledge and 
archaeology
Dr Jillian Garvey

Lore of war – 
The resilience of culture 
in navigating conflict
Dr Samuel White, 
Adelaide Law School

Core: Culturally 
responsive teaching – 
An AIATSIS Education 
e-learning course
Dr Sara Tomkins, 
AIATSIS

Young people in 
footprints in time: 
Evidently growing 
up strong
Fiona Skelton, 
Department of 
Social Services

Youth Forum

1130 Co-creating First 
Nations curriculum
Harmony Domaille, 
Sharingstories 
Foundation

More than a DREAM: 
The significance of 
community-based 
enterprises in First 
Nations community 
development
Donna-Maree Stephens,
Community First 
Development

The unfinished business 
of Bringing Them Home
Dr Gemmia Burden, 
The Healing Foundation

Moving across the 
Indigenous cultural 
responsiveness 
continuum in 
teacher education
Dr Justine Grogan, 
Australian Institute for 
Teaching and School 
Leadership Limited 

An intersectional 
approach to 
measuring impact
Lilly Stanton, 
Indigenous Business 
Australia



Day 4 Thursday 6 June

1200 Gimuy First Nations 
homeschool co-op
Talicia Minnie, 
Gimuy First Nations 
Homeschool Co-op

“No celebration for 
stolen generations 
mob”: Challenges for 
stolen generations 
survivors and their 
families to regain 
traditional cultural 
knowledge and 
practices 
Tony Hansen

Providing cultural 
support for Indigenous 
pre-service teachers
Ren Perkins, 
Griffith University

Cultural values being 
knowing doing
Jane Nelson

1230 – 1330 Lunch – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1330 – 1500 Concurrent sessions

Cultural resilience Contemporary 
innovation

Contemporary 
innovation

Cultural resilience Contemporary 
innovation

Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Greg Oakes Kazuko Obata Dylan Daniel-Marsh Jason Lyons Daniel Greene Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1330 A yarn about 
WINHANGANHA
Elena Guest, 
National Film 
and Sound Archive

A workshop 
for Indigenous 
community members: 
Indigenous knowledge 
management and 
traditional knowledge 
/ biocultural labels
Dr Rose Barrowcliffe

AIATSIS 
consultation session
Dylan Daniel-Marsh, 
AIATSIS

This belonged to 
somebody in Australia: 
Return of Cultural 
Heritage with the 
RoCH program
Ophelia Rubinich, AIATSIS

RISE: Redefining 
Indigenous success 
in education
Scarlett Li, 
Jarrod Hughes, 
Leila Smith, Aurora 
Education Foundation

Youth Forum

1400 Breadcrumbs and paper 
trails: Tracing cultural 
material in overseas 
collections
Dr Jocelyn Bardot, 
Australian National 
University

1430 RoCH rocks! Impact 
of RoCH work from 
2018–2024
Dr Christiane Keller 
and Ophelia Rubinich, 
AIATSIS



Day 4 Thursday 6 June

1500 – 1530 Afternoon tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1530 – 1700 Concurrent sessions

Contemporary 
innovation

Cultural resilience Contemporary 
innovation

Contemporary 
innovations

Cultural resilience Youth Forum 
closed sessions

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator  Carolyn Jeffress Jason Lyons Samuel Brazel Kazuko Obata Lori Richardson Lilly-Rae Jones 
Latoya Jones

1530 Breaking the silence 
– AI Codesign with 
DeafMob for justice 
and health
Dr Manisha Amin, 
Centre for Inclusive 
design

Mapping Australian 
Wars: Patterns of 
colonial violence and 
resistance across 
the continent
Bill Pascoe, University 
of Melbourne

Applying a cultural 
model of inclusion 
framework of 
engagement, 
advocacy, 
and activism
Dr Jeeva Sajan, 
Tahlia-Rose Vanissum, 
Sarah Joyce, 
First Peoples 
Disability Network

Ngurrju Mani-Njaku 
Ngurra, making 
Yuendumu beautiful 
public murals project: 
A shared journey to 
a brighter future
Mary Grimwade, 
Central Land Council

Ballardong and 
Whadjuk archival 
insights from Songlines, 
dance, languages, 
artworks, and 
Indigenous knowledges 
benefit information 
systems and digital 
technology
Susan Beetson, 
The University 
of Queensland

Youth Forum

1630 Must have 65,000 
years experience: 
Redefining what it 
means to be ‘qualified’ 
in contemporary health 
and medical workforces
Abe Ropitini, 
Victorian Aboriginal 
Community Controlled 
Health Organisation

Cultural resistance 
and survival in 
shadows of the system: 
Non-government, 
Aboriginal-led cultural 
living and self-assimilation 
1800–1880 colonial 
Victoria
Dr Heather Threadgold, 
Deakin University 

Indigenous Research 
Exchange: an innovative 
approach to Indigenous 
data collection, 
use and ownership
Dr Ainslie Meiklejohn 
and Carolyn Jeffress, 
AIATSIS

Learnings from a 
regional ethnographic 
study of Aboriginal 
community-
led solutions in 
southeastern NSW
Kathleen Clapham, 
Bronte Haynes, 
University of 
Wollongong

One voice medicine: 
Conversations 
with First People 
healers Australia: 
“People healing 
cannot be separate 
from the Land”
Valerie Albrecht, 
Oceans of Energy

1830 – 2100 Social event MCG experience – australiansportsmuseum.org.au

http://australiansportsmuseum.org.au


Day 5 Friday 7 June

Day 5 Friday 7 June

0800 – 1630 Registration

0900 – 1030 Plenary room 1
Master of Ceremonies – Welcome to Country
Nicholas Reece, Deputy Lord Mayor – Keynote address
Hon Linda Burney MP, Minister for Indigenous Australians – Keynote address
Dorothy Lippert, Repatriation Manager, Smithsonian Museum – Keynote address
Jodie Sizer, Chairperson, AIATSIS Council – Closing address
Rueben Berg, Co-Chair, First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria – Closing remarks

1030 – 1100 Morning tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1100 – 1230 Concurrent sessions

Rights, recognition 
and representation 

Languages and 
oral traditions

Contemporary 
innovations – Health

Cultural resilience Indigenous knowledge 
systems

FPAV 
closed event 

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator John Gibbs Doug Marmion Carolyn Jeffress Sara Tomkins Jay Kickett Rueben Berg 
Ngarra Murray

1100

1130

Gugu Badhun 
Sovereignty, 
self-determination 
and nationhood
Dr Janine Gertz

Marrung Barrang: A First 
Nations consultancy 
approach to language, 
power and identity
Dr Michael Atkinson

Little J & Big Cuz 
in language 
Tony Thorne

Introduction to 
Indigenous genomics 
– Our mob’s story
Belle Hart, Wehi

Genomic Sovereignty: 
Bridging traditional 
wisdom and modern 
health innovations
Sara Alden, Victorian 
Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health 
Organisation

Truth telling of 
Australian colonial 
histories and our space 
as Aboriginal educators 
within it
Elisha Jacobs-Smith

A GLAM-wide sector 
view of the guidelines 
for First Nations 
collection description
Tui Raven, 
Phoebe Weston-Evans

FPAV panel



Day 5 Friday 7 June

1200 Indigenising the built 
environment in Australia 
– An Australian Research 
Council Discovery 
Indigenous Project
Dr Michael Mossman, 
The University of Sydney

Teaching the 
Ngunnawal 
Acknowledgement 
of Country: Design, 
audience and 
lessons learned
Cheyne Halloran, 
Stage Support

Opening access 
to manuscripts of 
Australian language 
records, the Nyingarn 
platform
A/Prof Nick Thieberger, 
University of Melbourne

The Ngargoonin 
Twarn Research 
Familiarisation Program 
as a pathway for 
fostering cultural 
resilience
Tristan Lenaz, 
Latrobe University

From visualising 
Country to living 
archives on Country
Dr Narissa Timbery, 
James Cook University

1230 – 1330 Lunch – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1330 – 1500 Concurrent sessions

Intergenerational 
wisdom

Rights, recognition 
and representation 
– Archives

Languages and 
oral traditions

Contemporary 
innovations – Arts

Contemporary 
innovations – Education

FPAV 
closed event 

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Lori Richardson Jay Kickett Doug Marmion Ophelia Rubinich Mary O’Dowd FPAV

1330 Island dress: 
Past, present 
and future project
Perina Drummond

The importance of 
historical records for 
stolen generations 
survivors
Leonie Williamson, 
Dr Gemmia Burden, 
The Healing Foundation

National Indigenous 
Languages Survey 
Lauren Reed, AIATSIS

Mintjapuni – Make it 
flash: The spiritual 
power of aesthetics 
in contemporary 
Indigenous art
Ricky Emmerton, 
James Cook University

Use Aboriginal memory 
techniques through 
Dr Tyson Yunkaporta’s 
Eight Ways of 
Learning K-10
Tracey Cattana, 
Carinya Christian School

The innovative public 
law of the treaty space
First Peoples’ Assembly 
of Victoria Legal Team

1400 The palace: a culturally 
significant place for 
people, community, 
and the world
Leann Wilson, Regional 
Economic Solutions, 
Kylie Eddie, Department 
of Resources

Reclaiming child 
protection decision 
making to create 
change in Australia
Candice Butler, 
Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Child 
Protection Peak

Bridging the 
intergenerational 
language gap – 
Initiatives from 
central Australia
Valentine Shaw, Office 
of the Chief Minister NT

Two ways to see: A rock 
art research journey
Samantha Hamilton, 
Rock art Australia

First Nations knowledge 
to strengthen education 
Phyllis Marsh, 
West Moreton 
Anglican College

Minimum Standards 
– Mob deciding how 
mob is represented
Rueben Berg, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria



Day 5 Friday 7 June

1430 Amplifying 
Intergenerational 
Wisdom to support 
young Indigenous 
women succeed 
in STEM 
Kim Dyall, CSIRO

First Nations working 
group for national 
archives – Tandanya 
declaration
Phyllis Williams, 
National Archives 
of Australia

Opening access 
to manuscripts of 
Australian language 
records, the 
Nyingarn platform.
A/Prof Nick Thieberger, 
University of Melbourne

Art through culture: 
The National Gallery of 
Australia’s First Nations 
led approach to art 
education
Maggie-Jean Douglas, 
National Gallery 
of Australia

Nurturing cultural 
identity: Creating 
an inclusive school 
environment for 
Indigenous youth
Dr Jacob Prehn, 
University of Tasmania

Self-determination 
fund – a Victorian 
First Peoples’ 
financial resource
Troy McDonald and 
SD Fund Members, 
First Peoples’ 
Assembly of Victoria

1500 – 1530 Afternoon tea – Exhibition hall (Doors 13 and 14)

1530 – 1630 Concurrent sessions

Contemporary 
innovations – Education

Contemporary 
innovations – Health

Contemporary 
innovations – Education

Contemporary 
innovations 

Cultural resilience FPAV 
closed event

Room Plenary 1 Room 203 & 204 Room 210 Room 211 Room 212 Courtyard rooms 

Facilitator Daniel Greene Sara Tomkins Felicity Thiessen  Karen Holloway FPAV

1530 Pathways to resilience
Koolkan Aurukun 
State School Council

Ethical issues of 
generative AI in 
Indigenous education
Nic Radoll, RMIT

The New Boy (2023): 
The Libidinal Desire of 
Scripting Indigenous 
Spirituality
Dr Imran Firdaus, 
University of 
Technology Sydney

Djaara Women reviving 
women’s business on 
Country (Djandak) 
– Achievements and 
challenges during a 
multi-year research 
collaboration
Nina Roberts, 
Susan Lawrence, 
Aunty Vicki Murray, 
La Trobe University

FPAV members event 
closed session

1830 – 2230 Gala dinner Timber Yard, Port Melbourne



Thank you to our sponsors

Principal sponsor

Summit champion sponsors

Major sponsors

Office for First Nations International Engagement

Merchandise sponsors

Coffee cart sponsors

Youth Forum sponsors

Gala dinner sponsor
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For the most up-to-date program 
please download the Summit app 
or visit aiatsis.gov.au/summit
Join the conversation #aiatsisSUMMIT
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