
The Student Action f o r  AbOriglnoS group conductsd a survay o f  the 

occupations and income8 o f  a number of Aborigines i n  the north-weetorn and 

oaatern ooastal towns of N.S.M. 

viewed, 58 were male and 22 femalo, which a f fords  our sample a represonts t ivo 

status, as a samplo of 30 i s  gonorally taken s t a t i s t i c a l l y  t o  bo roprosents- 

Of a t o t a l  number of 80 peoplo in te r -  

9 

t i vo  of the  t o t a l  population. 

For males, emgloyment was confined t o  the  following occupations! 
Labouring Vegetable picking 
Shearing Milk hand 
Train dr iv ing  Railway signalman 
P a s t o r a l  work Cane Cutting 
Fa0 t ory hand 
Banana pioking 

Tobacco Picking. 

For fomales, the $01-loorfng oooupations were notedt 

Tolephonist 
Domestio 

Lssist ant  Nurse 

Housewife 
Factory hand 

School cleaner,  

As can be s93n9 the natura of  employment is, i n  the  case of  showing, 

cane cu t t i ng ,  tobacco, vogotablo and banana picking, temporary. Fihilc t h o  

work which ocougias tho femalos i s  not subject  t o  the vagarios o f  fhc seasons 

WO found t h a t  9 of our sample numbor of 22 wore unQmplOyQd. O f  the malo 

sample we found 12 ou t  of 58 were unomployod. 

Those f ind ings  point  t o  s ign i f i can t  conoluaions: 

( i )  That Aborigine8 havo bacrn unaolo as ye t ,  i n  country oentres,  owin? 

Poilaok of s k i l l  and t r a in ing  t o  emerge from tha lower income and 

s t a t u s  jobs3 

( i i }  That unemployment is  high among females. This findinR w a s  sup- 

ported by tho assor t ion ,  by both liboriginss and Europeans i n  a l l  

tho contros a t  which we a t iapd,  t ha t  i t  was vzry d i f f icu l t  f o r  

Aboriginal g i r l s  and women t o  get  jobs. 

(b) Pormananoo of Employmont . 
O f  our sample of 58 men, it was found the omployment of  30 of  them 

was pdrmanent, whilo thitt of 16 was temporary,, tho r a a t  being unemployed. 

O f  our samplo of 22 women, i t  was found the vmploymont of  10 was pormanont, 



while tha t  of  3 was temporary, tho r o s t  bsing unemployed. The r a t i o ,  i n  tho  

cases intorviowed is thus roughly 2:1 i n  the favour o f  permanent v w s u s  tom- 

porary jobs,  when one takes in to  account t h a t  2 of those counted Itpormanuntlt 

ara housawivos, and i n  roca ip t  of no remuneration. 

A r a t io  of 2:l oloar ly  denotes a high proportion of temporary work, 

another f ac to r  which contributoe t o  the low income love1 and d i f f i r u l t y  i n  

finding a home, othor than on a Reserve o r  Settloment, i n  country itrdasi. If 

is, vdry of ten,  the complete abssnoo o f  income abovo t h a t  neadod t o  koop tho 

family, which e f foc t ivo ly  outs  Aborigines off from acquiring homos through 

tho normal channels. 

( e )  Wagos. 

While some of  the weakly wages wero as high as e50 a wask, f o r  tobacco 

picking, 625 for labouring, E30 for pas tora l  work, thcso jobs reprosentod thc  

poak wages. 

a We&. Whitre much of t h i s  work is tomporary, the employee thus doos not 

oarn a wage all tho yoar round, which considerably lessons his Pinanoial  sta- 

tus, 

famil ies ,  m e  othor faotors closoly bound up with kinship ro l a t ions ,  thrift- 

lossness ,  and an opt imist io  dopondonoe on Govornmant r a t i o n s  o r  r e l i o f  should 

monoy run out. T h i s  howevm, should bo undorstood i n  the l i g h t  of thoso fac- 

tors t o  which Govornmsnt policy i t s o l f  has oontributod, and not l e i d  s o l o l y  a t  

the fao t  of tho Aboriginal, a s  bsing oxclusivoly h i s  fault. 

It was more usual t o  f i n d  tho wages varying bztweon E l 5  and E20 

k l l i o d  t o  tho appearanoe of mondioanoy so  of ten  presented by Aboriginal 

J. H. Bell psclsunts an intmGsting ana lys i s  of Aboriginal work pat- 

t a r n s  on tho south-coast, which may load t o  an und~rs tanding  of the apparently 

irresponsible  bohaviour of many Aborigines. It should bo borne i n  mind too, 

t h a t  tho group as a wholo has suffered from the apgl ioat ion of the  sterootypo 

of sh i f t l e s sness  t o  all Aborigines, and that t h i s  is by no moans a fair  ono, 

p m t i c u l a r l y  those days, when moro and nom Aborigines ara eaoking and hold- 

ing steady emplopant. 

White employors on tho South Csost ,  whothdr thoy have avor enployod 
Aborigines or  not ,  a m  highly o r i t i o n l  o f  thom as workors. 
z b i l i t y  w a s  tho chiof CO p l a i n t  agzinst  thom. Ltrzinoss, drunkonnoss, 
l ack  of  personal hygiono and othor darogatory o h w w t 3 s i e t i a s  wore 
a l s o  givon as masone f o r  not mploying them. 
poet tho f o d i n g s  of tho gonoral whito oommunity and o f  %hai r  whito 

U n r o l i -  

White onploysrs r o s -  

mp1oyeOs." 

I'Th; Aboriginos cm3 said t o  squmdor t h o i r  monoy and t o  mcko no z t t m p t  
t o  savo o r  invost any surplus. Tha nonoy oarnod by thom is, with 
tho oxcaption of  tho fow fishljrmon znd tho odd farmor who have t o  



ncintc.in t h o i r  productivo oquiptiont , spont  913. dir& oonaumor' 8 

goods, Largo por t ions  of t h o i r  o a r n b g s  aro spont on l iquor ,  
tobcoco, a d  ontortsinmonts, p a r h o u l n r l y  gambling and filme. 
Conparotivoly l i t t l o  i e  spont on mztoriel cornfort. Tho pa t tdrn  Of 
oxpandituro i n  o f f o c t ,  does support acny of tho s ta tenonta  made by 
whitee cbout Aboriginal spending habits." 

" L i t t l e  i s  spent on housing o r  housohold oquipmont and most dwollings 
have an indigent  cppoapcznco, On tho S ta t ions ,  houeaa a r o  provided 
by the fhor ig inas '  Wolfare Board w$th nominal rente ranging from 
17/6d. pcr vttaok t o  15/-d, pcr  woek for throo-bcdroom 2nd two-bodroom 
u n i t s  r e spmt ivo ly .  Howovur, tho Board oxporionobs d i f f i o u l t y  in 
obteining m n t a  from mrny tenants ,  lis the pnymant of  r e n t  i s  con- 
s idered t o  bct a eoc ia l  obliga3i.m and p a r t  of  the  pol icy  of prcpr.r- 
ing tho Aborigines f o r  a s s i n i l c t i o n ,  tho Board proposos t o  tnko 
npproKrinta ac t ion ,  
wcro over E100 i n  debt. Ono nan sz id ,  

Some ros idonts  a t  Wrock Bay admitted t h a t  they 

'WO should get the houses frw. I ccn ' t  pay r e n t  and kdop e igh t  
k i d s  when t h e r e t s  no work. 

The l ack  of soonomic opportunity i s  undeniably ono cont r ibu t ing  fr-c- 
t o r  i n  the  r e n t  issuo and allowcnose a m  made for it  by tho Board, 
but  the  f e e l i n g  of dependonoy on t h o  Oovsrnmonf by many Aborigines i s  
vory s ign i f i can t  . '' 
"To understcnd what whites r e f o r  t o  as ' rockloss  nnd wasteful '  spending 

znd iuprovidenco by Aborigines it is  nacossary t o  exmina tho la t ter ' s  
a t t i t u d e  t o  money. U h i t o s ,  i n  gsnercl, des i re  t o  acquire nonoy cs a 
means of  providing sacuri ty .  
a8 a moans of pro tec t ion  agczinst ocononic contingonoios, but  rcthcr 
for i t e  inmodiete purchasing power. 
hoarding is cl ien t o  t h e i r  value systom. 
personal ly  used or shared or givon away according to acknowledged 
rules. 
per ty ,  s ecu r i ty  f o r  hin lios not i n  accumulated porsonnl wealth but 
r n t h a r  i n  the kinship  system with i t e  concomitant obl igat ions.  
k insh ip  obl igz t ions  have been kopt a l i v e  p a r t l y  by the economio 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of t he  .!.borigine ,(those i n  employment fool ing  obliged 
t o  assist unemployed r e l a t i v e s  i n  sone mntai:-l fashion)  and p z r t l y  
by the in-group foo l ing  b u i l t  up on the bases  of comnon racicl 
c h a r s c t c r i s t i c s ,  cont inui ty  with c common pas t ,  cont igui ty ,  and rc- 
c i e l  prejudice.  The knowledge t h a t  one can deppond on r e l a t i v e s  i n  
t i n e s  of  econonic neoesei ty  encourages the spending of nonoy earnod." 

But tho Aboriginos do not  valuo noncy 

Promcbditated n+quiai t ion cnd 
Anything aoquirss  is e i t h o r  

As the  liborigino i s  not  a ruggedly ind iv idua l  ownor of  pro- 

ThGso 

".Furthermore, the Aboriginal a t t i t u d o  t o  money is  explcined by t h o  way 
i n  which the Aboriginoe havo boen nzde dependont upon government 
resourcos and the white oomnunity. I 1  5. 

Gnrly i n  Lustreliaf 8 colonic1 h i s t o r y  the  Aboriginos were doprivod of 

t h e i r  l2nd ahd the nc tu ra l  f m n a  by the sprocd of whito sottlement. They thus  

bocamo dependmt upon govornmont bounty and t h s  whits comnunity. I n  t h i s  t h u  

c t t i t u d a s  of pnat govarnments h a w  b w n  a t  faul t ,  though it i s  not unusur,l 

t h a t  thoy should cmcoivo of t h e i r  duty t o  tho Aborigine as protoction, rc t l iar  

thcn ono of  pos i t ive  t r c i n i n g  ~ 1 8  well  as zssistnnoa to tako & Sn tba Coin' 

nunity, Labouring Wduj thoor ics  of the racial i n f e r i o r i t y  of AboTigims9 

their conception of tho Aborigine's  ro l e  i n  the soc ia l  P.nd ocononic l i f e  of 

hustralia,  was scvoroly l imited.  

1 



''A thi r#cctor  i n  vxplzining t h e i r  Ctti tUda t o  monoy i s  the dolay 
i n  introducing the LLboriginas t o  a monoy monomy. In  the courso 
o f  tho c c c u l t u x t i o n  process the economy f o r  tho ooas ta l  ( a d  in- 
lcnd) Hboriginos hc.s changod fron ono of nomadic food gathering 
t o  ono o f  c rod i t  oconomy whereby p g p o n t  f o r  work*porforued wcs 
usua l ly  nede i n  c r e d i t  agLinst whilch goods .could b;t drawn whon 
roquirod, cnd f i n a l l y  t o  an oconony basda on monoy, but s t i l l  ro-  
t t i n i n g  t r s c e s  of thd c rod i t  oconomy. 
09 Child &&bment patynonts, +he ~Conmanmczl'Sh Au thor i t i e s  r u f a  
eech app l ioe t ion  t r ,  thu -qboriginaet Wbll?am Bocrd f o r  i? m c o m m -  
dc t ion  i..s t o  whethor endowment should be paid d i r o c t  o r  cdminis- 
trjrod by tha Botrd on tho mdowacls behalf ,  
%ion i s  made, rdpor t s  c r u  obtsinod from l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  cs t o  the 
charac te r  2nd m l i c k i l i t y  o f  t he  pdrson concarnod t o  expond on- 
dowment nonoys wholly f o r  the bdnefit  of the children. I n  t h e  
casus sdnin is t s red  by tho Board, ordors are issued on Storokoopors 
e n t i t l i n g  tho undawea t o  obtLin goods t o t h e  amount indicated.  Thc 
cqm?ilretivo mconoy i n  which,the Aborigines have bean introducdd 
t o  money h&s not givun than  su f f i c i en t  time i n  which t o  adopt the  
a t t i t u d e s  of the  whito community.'I1 

(When wa say "white oommuni$y" it should be understood thct we do 

For exxnpla, i n  thc case 

Bofo ro  r". roco.mond~~- 

not  regard whites 8s  h m i n g  a iiionopoJg on t h r i f t ,  o r  that we do not  rocog- 

nieo that mmy white poopls exh ib i t  the same tondonojes t o  rnandioiznc$ cnd 

t h r f i t l o s s n o s s ,  a s  do Aborigines). 

It is d i s t i n o t l y  - not  a rmia l . t rp i t ,  b u t  is  e way of l i f e ,  fos tQrod  

by the three f a c t o r s  quoted abovo, k insh ip  obl iga t ions  znd support, Oovdrn- 

ment pol icy,  and tho recency of  being fuJ.1y introducad t o  EL noney acononyI 

11 ANALYSIS --- 
Enough has baen said t o  ind ica to  whew the root  of  the  "Aborigincl 

problam" l i e s .  

Anttlyeis does not apply, by any means, t o  cl1 Aboriginos, and i n  fact, thoso 

who a m  eoonomicslly se l f - suf f ic ien t  have Bona a long w a y f p  beooming 

r;t i s  sssumod t h a t  the Comaittoo r e h l i z e e  that tho abovo 

- 

'I as s imi 3 , ~  tod. l1 

From remarks mndo by many white bue t r a l i ans  infqrviewed during the 

but-tour, &nd on subsequant occasions, tho dopendencm ,on Oovernnent unm- 

plcymont b a n e f i t s  i s  one of  tho rnost raeentod foeturee of Aboriginal l i f a .  

Those who don't exh ib i t  such dopendonoo, bu-ti who l ive on t h o  ~ s m v o s ,  bo- 

cause of  fanily and f r i endsh ip  t i e s ,  f a l l  a o r  tho 8anera.J u~(nsw8 sppl iod 

t o  thoso who a r e  not sc l f - suf f ic iont .  It i e i  raroly rocqgnisad howsva, 

t h s t  the Lboriginos do faco sorious economic problems, em$ t h a t  thoy aro9 i n  

any oam, o n t i t l o d  t o  unirmploymont r o l i o f ,  a$ a r o  any othor  k u s t r a l i m s  who 

a r o  out of work. 

a8 an i r refut ible  s ign  of fho 4boriginosl l a z i m s s  .and unwillingness . t o  

Y d t  many p e r s i s t  i n  rognrding tho bawing  of suah r o l i o f  

I1holp thf3msG~vee~t. I n  many c&ses it may be, but  suoh reFussl t o  work, - I- - - .... - 
' .Ibid. ~$198. _- -- 



(whore it e x i s t s )  and rofusal t o  pay ren%s goos f a r  doopor than mere la5i- 

nass. T h d o  i s  B doep-rooted be l i e f  emong the Aboriginos, fostered by years  

of economic doprossion, and ungenerous handling by past  Australian Govorn- 

nonts, t h a t  the Aboriginos havs bzsn ca l lous ly  itnd cynical ly  robbed of t h a t  

most v i t a l  source o f  wealth, the land. It is t rue ,  o f  course, and doos no 

c rod i t  t o  our governnonts, e i t h o r  state o r  federa l ,  that they have novaqhado 

Cny attampt t o  provido any ra-inbursoment of land, cs the  govermonts Of 

lmerica and New Zec".land have done, t o  the Indians end t h e  Maorie. 

Thus tho nodorn-day doscondsnts of tho Aborigines o f  set t lement  days, 

have of tan  adoptod the a t t i t u d e  t h a t  " the Govorment owes then a l iving".  

Nor is  t h i s  a t t i t u d o  unroasonnblo, when ono c o n s i d a s  t h a t ,  with i: shrewd 

Gnslysis o f  the bchzviour o f  govsrments  i n  tho  past ,  they a re  never l i k o l y  

t o  got any land. Do we then rncroly scoff a t  t h i s  idea as "unpzBcctioalt', 

inoperablo" or " t o t a l l y  unro21istic"? 

Studont Action f o r  Aboriiginoa suggasts t h a t  i f  WO continue t o  tzkc 

such a l i n e ,  there  w i l l  nevar be any real b a s i s  of  f a i t h  betwooh whito and 

black Australians.  Suoh cc t ion  has dostroyod f a i t h  in .tho past ,  and w i l l  

continue t o  obstruct  white and black economic and s o c i a l  ru l a t ions  i n  tho 

futuro, i f  nothing is  done t o  atone f o r  it. 

o f  an i d e a l i s t i c  pro-Aboriginal grous. 

dent i n  the ac t ions  of Amarica snd NQW Zealand, whose h i s to ry  of  colonialism 

Theso WQ not nom ffwhitohagesf' 

Such a coursu of  ac t ion  has prom- 

is  not unlike our own. Why should Aus t ra l ia  be cxonpt from making such re-  

mumration, even though i t  i s  balatod? South Aus t ra l ia  i s  taking s tops t o  

r o s t o r o  and dovolop land, t o  the Aborigines, through farming co-oporetives. 

111. SUGGZSTIONS FOR POLICY. ------- 
(a) That an intansivo invGstigation bo undortakon t o  oxploro ways i n  which 

land capablo of  development can ba rostorod t o  Aborigines, wham thorc 

a r o  honogondus groups wi l l ing  and capablo, ( o r  capablo of boing t rz inod)  

t o  dovolop it. 

(b) That tho policy of South Australia, i n  t h i s  rospoct,  bo thoroughly in- 

vostigatod, with a viow t o  adopting such policy. 

( c )  That undor thc S ta tc  Gov&mont, a t t m p t s  be nado t o  s t i n u l c t c  oppor- 

t u n i t i o s  f o r  enploynont i n  country cantros,  by m a n s  of industry,  where 

su i tab le  . 
(d)  Thet a w r y  opportunity be tokcn t o  house Aborigines i n  fawns, whore 



they are w i l l i n t  t o  bc s o  housed. 

down, thoro w i l l  be moro prossum t o  loarn  tho approach t o  ocononics 

which w i l l  ansum sons tangiblo economic secu r i ty  and banofi ts .  

As t hb  Rosorvo syston is  broken 

( e )  That neens bo sxplored whereby rure.1 co-oporatives c m  be developed, 

as tho soc ia l  orgonixation o f  t h o  kboriginos is  of ton p a r t i c u l a r l y  

su i tod  t o  such cnploymont. 

age ins t  thc s t c tod  e i n  o f  a e s i n i l a t i o n  i s  r? spocious ono. 

nonic solf-suff ic iency o f  &n Aboriginsl  group i s  nor0 l i k o l y  t o  ?-SSiSt 

i t s  a s s i n i l a t i o n ,  than i t s  l i v i n g  togothor as a Lopondent group. 

With solf-sufficiency comos solf-rospoot,  End a greator degroo of ad- 

Tho arguncnt thp-t such e. policy goes 

Tho s- 

mirat ion by thd w h i t o  comunity.  Howover, whilo it is  deponhont i t  

w i l l  nover bo ass in i la tod .  

i c a l l y  on i t s  own, than it should not dovolop ct all. Such rcciel 

grouping i n  business  is  not going t o  cut the  Aborigine o f f  from tho 

s o c i a l  l i f e  of tho town, and is  l i k e l y  t o  f h o i l i t s t o  assimilc-t ion,  

owing t o  tho attainment o f  an oqual oconornic status. 

Bat tor  t ha t  it group should davelop cconoc- 

( f )  For yaars "crash housing programmatt have b w n  c a l l e d  f o r ,  t o  ocso s o w  

of the in to l e rab ly  squal id  condi t ions i n  which Aborigines a r o  forcod t o  

l i v o ,  owing t o  not being ab le  t o  acquiro homos through th; nornel chm- 

nols. This  is  gonernlly because of sheer lack  of  f inance,  though i n  

many oasos i s  owing t o  t h o i r  boing unecooptablo as appl icants  f o r  Hous- 

ing Connission homes. S.A.F.A. beliovos t h a t  every attempt should bQ 

rrade t o  encourcge such people t o  l ea rn  rudiments of hone o r a f t  and cnrc,  

perhaps through the s e t t i n g  up of ovoning 'classes on Reserves, Where 

people f ron  adjoining sh&nty so t t l enon t s  can come, an& the lossone bo 

given by people f o r  whom the Aborigines have a l i k i n g  and respect .  So 

of ton,  i n  tho de l ioa to  business  o f  i n s t ruo t ing  poople about bas i c  hone- 

care and hygione, fu r ious  resentments aro arouaod, and l i t t l e  i s  gzincd, 

The fact  t h a t  the greater par t sof  the l i v o s  of adu l t  Aboriginos have 

been subjoot t o  po t ty  suporvision and r e s t r i c t i o n ,  makes such 8 pro- 

grcnno Eppoar yot another o f f o r t  t o  l l i n s t r u c t  them fsr t h o i r  own good", 

That is  why i t  would be nooossary t o  t r a i n  Aboriginal g i r l s  i n  t h i s k i n d  

of  work. It has not ye t  been roa l iw 'd  suPf io ien t ly  by our government, 

that a very real ltoolour-bartl doos exiet botwecn whito and Aboriginos, 

based r a t h e r  on roeentment of whitos by Aborigine8 than on t h e  f a o t  of 

oolour alono. For t h i 8  reason, such work a8 onvisagod above, should 

bogin with t r a ined  Aborigines. 




