SECTION I -~ - - EMPLOYMINT ..ND INCOMES.

— ——

The Student fhction for Aboriginces group conducted a survey of the
occupations &nd incomes of & number of iborigines in the north~western and
ecastern coastal towns of N.S.W. 0f a total number of 80 people inter-
viewed, 58 were male and 22 female, which affords our sample & representative
status, as é sample of 30 is generally taken statistically to be representa-—
tive of the total population.

l. FINDINGS.

(a) Naturo of Employment.

For males, employment was confined to the following occupations:

Labouring Vegetable picking
Shearing Milk hand

Train driving Railway signalman
Pastoral work Cane Cutting
Faotory hand Tobacco Picking.

Banane picking

For females, the following occupations were noted:

Telephonist: Housewife
Domestio Factory hand
Lesistant Nurse School cleaner.

As can be scen, the nature of omployment is, in the case of shearing,
cane cutting, tobacco, vegetable and banana picking, temporary. While tho
work which occupies the females is not subject to the vagarics of the seasons
we found that 9 of our sample number of 22 wore unemployed. Of the malo
sample we found 12 out of 58 were unomployed,

Thesa findings point to significant conclusions:

(i) That Aborigines have beon unasle as yet, in country ocentres, owins
toilack of skill and training to emerge from the lower income and
status jobs;

(ii) That unemployment is high among females. This finding was sup-
portad by the assertion, by both Aborigines and Europeans in all
the contres at which we stayed, that it was very difficult for
Aboriginal girls and women to get jobs.

(b) Pormanence of Lmployment.

0f our sample of 58 men, it was found the employment of 30 of them
was pormanent, while that of 16 was temporary, the rest being unemployed.

Of our sample of 22 women, it was found the umploymont of 10 was permancnt,



while that of 3 was temporary, tho rost being unemployed. The ratio, in the
cases interviewed is thus roughly 2:1 in the favour of permanent versus tom-

porary jobs, when one takes into account that 2 of those counted "permancnt”

are housswives, and in roeceipt of no remunsration.

A ratio of 2:1 colearly denotes a high proportion of temporary work,
another factor which contributes to the low income level and diffisulty in
finding a home, other than on a Reserve or Ssttlement, in country arsas. I
is, very often, the complete absenoe of income above that needed to koep tho
family, which effectively oute Aborigines off from acquiring homes through
tho normal channels,

() ¥agos.

While some of the weckly wages were as high as £50 a wesk, for tobacco
picking, £25 for labouring, £30 for pastoral work, these jobs represented the
poak wages. It was more usual to find tho wages varying betwsen £15 and £20
a weck, Where much of this work is tomporary, the employce thus doos not
carn & wage all the year round, which considerably-lessehs,his finanoial sta~-
tus., 4llied to tho appearance of moendicancy so often presented by Aboriginal
families, are other faotors closely bound up with kinship rolations, thrift-
lessness, aﬁd an obtimistio dopondence on Governﬁont rations or relicf should
monéy run out. This bowever, should be undorstood in the light of thoso fac-
tors to which Govornment policy itsolf has comtributod, and not laid solcly at
the feet of the Aboriginal, as'being exclusively his fault.

J. H. Bell prosents an intoresting analysis of Aboriginal work pat-
torns on the south-coast, which may leoad to an understanding of the apparcnily
irresponsible beohaviour of many Aborigines, It should be borne in mind too0,
that tho group as a whole has suffered from the application of the stercotype
of shiftlessness to all Aborigines, and that this is by no meoans & fair one,
particularly those days, whon more and more Aborigines are sscking and hold-
ing steady cmployment.

"Whito employcrs on the South Caost, whother thoy have ever employcd
Aborigines or not, arc highly oritical .of them as worksrs. Unroli-
2bility wee the chief co plaint ageinst thom. Lazinoss, drunkoenncss,
lack of personal hygione and other dorogatory characteristics woere
also givoen as reasons for not omploying them. White omployors rcs-
poot tho foulings of tho gonoral whito community and of their white
employcos,."

"The Aborigines ars said to squander their moncy and to meke no attompt

to save or invest any surplus. Thoe monoy earncd by thom is, with
the oxcoption of the fow fishsrmen and the odd farmer who have to



nointaein their productive equipment, spont qn diroot oonsumor!s
goods,  Large portions of their carnings arc spent on liquor,
tobococo, and entortainments, partioulorly gombling and films.
Comparativoely 1little is spent on motorisel comfort. The pattorn of
oxpenditure in effsot, docs support many of the statemonts made by
whites about Aboriginal spending habits."

“Little is spent on housing or houschold equipmont and most dwollings
‘have an indigent cppeetance. On the Stations, houses are provided
by the Lborigines' Welfarsc Board with nominal rents ranging from
17/6a. por week to 15/=d. per woek for threo-bedroom and two-bodroom
units respeotivoly. - However, the Board oxporionces diffioculty in
obtoining ronts from mony tenonts. Ls the payment of ront is con-~
sidered to be a social obligation and part of the policy of propor-
ing the Aboriginss for assimilation, the Board proposcs to take

approyriate action, Some residents at Wreck Bay admitted that they
were over £100 in debt. One maen scoid,

'"We should get the houses free. I can't pay rent and kuep cight
kids when theret's no work,

The lack of esonomic opportunity is undeniably one contributing foo-
tor in the rent issue and allowanoes are made for it by the Board,
but the fecling of dependency on the Governmont by many Aborigines is
vory significant.”

"To understend what whites refer to as 'reckless and wasteful! spending
and inprovidence by Aborigines it is necessary to exgmino tho latter's
attitude to money. Whites, in gencreal, dosire to acquire monay &8 a
means of providing seourity. But the Aborigines do not wvalue money
as & means of proisction agairist economic contingoencies, but rather
for its immediate purchasing powar. Promaditeted asquisition and
hoarding is elien to their value system. Anything aoquires is eithor
personally used or shared or given away according to acknowledged
rules., As the Aborigine is not 2 rnggedly individual owner of pro-
perty, security for him liecs not in accumulated personal wealth but
rather in the kinship system with its concomitant obligations. Those
kinship obligations have been kopt alive partly by the economie
vulnerability of the Aborigine (those in employment feoling obliged
to assist unemployed relatives in some matericl fashion) and portly
by the in-group foeling built up on the bases of common raciz
characteristics, continuity with & common past, contiguity, ond ro-
cial prejudice, The knowledge that one can depend on relatives in
times of economic necessity encourages the spending of money earned.”

"Furthermore, the Aboriginal attitude to money is explained by the way
in which the Aborigipes have been dee dependent upon government
regources and the white community."
darly in Asustrcliats coloninl history the Aborigines were deprived of

their land ahd the natural fauna by the sproed of white settlement. They thus
became dependent upon government bounty and the white community. In this tho
ettitudes of past governments have been 2t fault, though it is not unusual
that thoy should conceive of thair duty to the Aborigine es protsction, rather
than one of positive troining as well as assistance to take pard in tho com-
nunity. Labouring unde: theorics of the racial inferioriiy of Aboriginss,
their conccption of the Aborigine's role in the social nAnd econonmic lifc of
sustralia, was soverely limited.

1 J.H. Bell, Mixed-Blood Lborigin:s on South Coast of N.S.W., pp.196-197.




"A thir@%uctor in explaining thoir attituds to money is the deley
in introducing the iborigines to & monsy cconomy. In the coursc
of tho acculturction process the economy for the caastal. (und in-
lend) aborigines has changod from onc of nomadic food gathering
to one of crodit oconomy whereby paymoent for work .porformed wus
usually made in credit cgeinst which goods could be drawn when
required, end finally to an oconomy bascd on monoy, but still ro-
teining traces of tha .orodit economy. . For examplo, in the case
of Child BEndownment. payments, the ‘Commonwealth AuthorltleS'refer
onch application to the sborigines! Welfare Boexrd for & Tecommun-~
dation as to whether endowment should be paid direct or adminis~
tered by tho Board on the cendowae's hehalf. Bofore o recomenda~
tion is mads, reports ars obtained from local officers &s to the
character and relicbility of the porson concernsd to expend en-
dowment moncys wholly for the benufit of the children. In the
cases 2dninistored by the Board, orders are issucd on Storeskoepors
entitling the endawee to obtcin goods to the amount indicated. The
ecqmoaretive pecency in which..the Aborigines have been introduced
to money has not. given them sufficient time in which to udopt the
attitudes of the white community. nl

(When we say "white community" it should be understood that we do
not regard whites as having a monepoly on thrift, or that we do not recog-
nize that mony white psople exhibit the same tendendies’to,mahdicdncf end
thrfitlesencess, as do Aborigines).

It is distinotly not a racial trait,:but is. e way of life, fostered
by the three factors quoted above, kinship obligations and support, Govorn-

ment policy, and the recency of being fully introduced to a money econony.

1l. ANALYSIS.

Bnough ‘has been said to indicate where the root of the "Aborigincl
problem" lies. It is assumed that the Committes rablizes that the above
Anelysis does not apply, by any means, to g&l‘Aboriginos, and in fact, thosc
who are economiocally self*sﬁfficient have gone a long way to heocoming
"assimilnted."

From remarks made by many white Australians'inﬁqrviewéd'during the
but-tour, end. on subsequent occasions, the depeondence on Government unem-
ployment benefits is one of the most resented features of Aboriginal life.
Those who don't exhibit such dopendence, but who live on the Reserves, be~
cause of family and friondship ties, fall undor the goneral cemsure appliod
to those who are not self-sufficioent. It i8 rarely racagnized howovor,
that the iborigines do face sorious sconomic problems, and that thoy aro, in
any case, ontified to wnemployment relief, as arc any othor isustralions ﬁho
are out of work. Yot many persist in rogarding the drawing of such rcliof
es an irrefutible sign of the Aborigines! lazinoss.and unwillingness .to

"help thomselves". In many cases it may be, but such rofusal to work,
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(whore it exists) and refusal to pay rents goes far dceper then mere lazi-
ness. Thore iéAa deep-rooted belief among the Aborigines, fostered by years
of economic deprossion, and ungenerous hundling by pest Australian Govorn- .
ments, that the Aborigines have been callously and cynically robbed of that
host vital .source of wealth, the land., It is true, of course, and does no
credit to our governments, either state or federal, that the&‘have~neveyﬁado
any attémpt‘to providé any re-imbursemont of land, as the governments of
hmerica and New Zealond have done, %0 the Indiens and the Maoris.

Thus the modern-day doscondants of the Aborigines of settlement days,
have often adopted the attitude that "the Govornment owes them a living".
Nor is this attitude unroasonablo, when onc considcrs that, with o shrewd
analysis of the behaviour of governments in the past, they are never likoly
to get any land. Do we then merely scoff at this idea as "unpractical",
"inoperable" or "totally unrealistic"?

Student Action for Aborigines suggests that if we continue .to take
such & line, there will ﬁever be any real basis of faith betwoen whito and
black Australiané. Such action has destroyed faith in .tho past, and will
continue to obstruct white and black economic and sobial relations. in the
futuie, if nothing is doﬁe,to atons for it. These are not mere-"white hopes"
of an i&ealistic pro~Aboriginal group. Such a course of action has proce-
dent in the actioné of America and New Zealand, whose history of colonialism
is not unlike our own. Why should Australia be exonmpt from making such ro-~
munsration, even though it is bolated?  South Australia is taking steps to
rostors and develop land, to the Aborigines, through farming co-operatives.

11l. SUGGZSTIONS FOR POLICY.

(2) Thet an intensive investigaetion be undertaken to explore ways in which
land capabloc of development can be restored to Aborigines, whore therc
ére homogendus groups willing and capeble, (or capable of Boing trained)
to dovelop it.

(b) That the policy of South Australia, in this rospect, be thoroughly in-
vestigatod, with a view to adopting such policy.

(¢) That undur tho Statc»Gova}nmont, attempts be nado to stimulate oppor-
tunitics for employment in country centres, by means of industry, where
suitable,

(d) Thet cvery opportunity be teken to house Aborigines in fbwns, whore



(e)

(£)

thoey are willint to be so housed. As th. Roserve systom is broken
down, therc will be more prossure to learn the approach to oconomics
which will ensurc sbma tangiblo economic security and bonefits.

That means be explored whercby rurel co-oporatives can be developed,
a8 the social organization of thc Aborigines is ofton particularly
suited to such cmployment. The argument that such e policy gocs
against the statod aim of assimilation is a spocious one. Tho oco-

nonic solf-sufficioncy of an Aboriginal group is more likoly to assist

its assimilation, than its living togethor as a dopendent group.

With solf-sufficiency comos solf-rospect, end a greater degreo of ad-
miration by thue whito community.  Howover, whilo it is depondont it
will never bo assimilatod. Bottor that a group should dovelop coonom-
ically on its own, than it should not dovelopiat dll. Such racial
grouping in business is not going tp cut the Aborigine off from tho
goclal life of the town, and is likely to fapilitqto assimilction,
owing to the.attainment of an cqual economic status.

For years "orash housing programmes"” have beon called for, to sasc sone
of the intolorably squalid conditions in which Aborigines are forccd to
live, owing to not being ablo to acquire homes through th:e normal chon-
nocls. This is gonorally because of sheer lack of finance, though in
peny caseos is owing to their being uneccoeptable as applicants for Hous-—
ing Comnission homes. S.4,F.A, boliovos that every attempt should be
nade to encourage such people to learn rudiments of home oraft and care,

perhaps through the setting up of gvening’classes‘on“Reserves, where
people from adjoining shenty settlements can come,'and.fhe‘lossons be
given by peoplec for whom the Aborigines have a liking and respect. So
often, in the delioate business of instruocting people about basic hone-
core and hygiene, furious resentments are aroused, and little is gained.
The fact that the greater partsof the lives of adult Aborigines have
been subjeoct to petty supervision and reatriction,,makes such a pro-
gremme appear yet another effort to "instruct them faor thoir:own good",
That is why it would be nooccssary to train Aboriginal girls in thiskind
of work. It has not yet been realizod sufficiently by our govermment,
that & very real "colour=bar" does existbbotween whife'and Aboriginos,
baeéd rathor on resentment of whitos by Abb&iginea.thbn.on(the faot of
6qlour alone. For this-ieasqn, such work as envisaged above, should

bogin with trained Aborigines.





