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S ~ € v s l s # , y  Everyone noticed that  in Bcwravflle there seemed 

t o  be much m a r e  racial discrirnimtlon than swial and 

class discrimfnatfsn- This affected the general outlook 

of t h e  Aborigines. @hen Z asked people i n  other town 

whfch pubs QF cafes dfscrirninatsd, they would say, *Wetre 

not allowed i n  t h i s  placet Qr 'We're n i t  allowsd in  

t h a t  place t .  In  Bqwr3vtlls, the Abort~fne f as'+ed safd, *%e 

a a?lowsd In  snch ard such a ?lace.' It was 8 c m p t c s t e  

reversal of emphasis. 

Butterwortht One thiag that shocked me at, Boyraville 

was t h e  schaol. When we  t a l k e d  abotrt the schools i n  

other places, they  t o l d  us that  when tbey  f f n s l l y  decided 

t o  ir:tegrsta the  s a k m l ,  it went aliead fairly easily. The 

poopls were apathe t i c t  and there was a b i t  of oppasittQn, 

bat ifitagraticn w a s  scclf-?ted as a faet. But i n  Bowraville, 

they were t ~ y € n g  to i n t q r n t e  tkc  sct-rool for  eighteen 

months and fa f led ;  every time they tried -1% there ?#as SnCh 

an aprcxw among t h e  white parer,t;s t h a t  they c c m l d n t t t g o  

ahead. 

?r the ather commynities? 

Ilelql~o ThLs might  be o n  influence. I n  Bowraville we fmrld 
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DELWSOQ: 

where there were not enough jobs t o  go round as i n  ?!mea, 

where there  were too ?any jobs, 

Butterworth: A l o t  of people seemed scared tha t  t he  

Abori e i n a l  popula t ion  would eventually outnumber the  

*d h 1 t e po p u l  a t I on, 

SPtm1.m- This cane up, I think,  i n  Walgett - i t  was 

a prossing problem becairse Aborigines there are about to  

outnumber the w h i t e  population. And i n  Roggabf l la  i t  

w a s  t h e  same, 

Butterw2tht PeQpIe €n H - m w  were scared tha t  t h i s  would 

B u t  you found the same d€scrimlnation .Ln Walgstt,  

happen, t t i m g h  Mxe has 8 auch higher peroentage of w h l t e  

people. 

Do vo U thinkg t h f s  i s  a ehalleme t o w h i t e  sunre rracv ig 

t h i s  area? Tn t h e  US. on e a€ t i  le Dmblems was t o  R et  the  

poor uhfte t o  accent the.Wemo. becase h e was t he firs% 

to lose econTmlce?lv - he was thP ~crsnnhnde r challenm fo r  

h i s  wartfen I ar  job, 

jrpe t he we o ~ l e  fas€nR t h  8 f f r s w o n  omic loss .-Did YOY 

Jfnd t h i s  UD n or t h? 

&&gehanz 1 didn't particularly not-lce t h i s  myself, 

thoirgh T know t h a t  anthropologists have done work on i t ;  

a s tady  i n  Walgett J ~ P R  a coriple of years ago d i d  f ind  th i s .  

Me d l d n ' t  have tfme t o  m i x  e o -  

Davsogt If  there was any mixing, i t  w a s  with the  lower 

strata of  soc ie ty .  I f  them w e r e  any bi tchy  womn i n  a 

crowd, genera Zy they looked quite aff luent .  

Healy: The Aboriginal problem is  so t i e d  up v i t h  t h e  economic 

Ssme of tb& s t r w  r act a1 i s  tq 
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problem l a  these conntry twns, w h e r e  the only jobs are 

sa unski l led .  The Aborigine i s n ' t  educated to  (3 level vhere 

he cm take s k f l l e d  Jobs anyway, and there is cmstant 

comptltlon for the  unsk i l l ed  ones. 

Salgelmaq: The eattrew Iwor classes of the  white popnlatton 

have got nobody to fee1 snporior to  except  ttte Aborigines; 

t h e y  g e t  a tendency t o  s*Jperiority, put on social airs... 

What g l a n s  of over t d l s c r i a i n a t i o n  d i d  vou see? 

Healyt Often Je@ e 0118s - l i k e  c o u n c i l s  barring Aborig'ims 

from swimming pools. 

SsfPelman: Though even i n  Moree they smetiloes w8ive the 

comcil r e s o l u t i o n  and allow thew la. B*it  one instance doeb 

point  to a colour baprier, There's a vozan with fwir dawhters, 

t w  lighter-skinned than t h ~  others; the  manager sllows the 

two l ighter-sklnmd In, and k e e p s  the  other two out. 

purely  on the mBLlager'a d i s c r e t i m .  

I t ' s  

~ -.- 
flealv: Many pepple  i n  t h e  c3untry tcnms'didn't 'xnw that them 

p.  g / d ,  d, d 4 -0 w - w p e @ - - *  
e&---* 

44 *re statutes on the  books banning Abor ig fneF  I polnted out 

t o  the  manager of the pool at Wuree that there POQS 8 council 

not'. H e  

Aborigina?! 

&that there  must be a s t a t u  

But texwo rth: 

that though t h i s  s t a t u t e  was n o t  enforced s t r i c t l y  and a lot 

a*?** 

One thing we d i d  vas to brtng otrt the paint 

of Abor!glnes get i n t o  the pool, i t  can be gut i n t o  form by 

someone who l i k e s  to press  i to  
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- After the  'Four C orners I int ervlew that  Charles f l a w  d ~ w n  

91;)1LLT heard worn e n  coarxpsntu on t b e  frgclc-qup t h a t  w o ~ ~ l d n ' t  

let  AbortRines t ry  on dresses. They-3- 'L4 're no t  

_cI interested in  E oiner t o  an  RSL club. ?r m i n l r  t o  8 pub. - but 

when w e  eo t o a frock shop w e  )?.itse t?  be ab1? t~ try on a -  

d? vell-dressed you've 

go t  t o  l e t  them t r v  qn a frock'. 

form of d i s c ~ l f i l n a t f o n .  Ill& voii f'inrt other examnles of t h i s ?  

Perkins: We on ly  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  one frock shop. The  

- r  

They saw t h i s  as  a s l e n i f f m  

criterion here was that  some Aboriginal women carried 

d i s e a s e s ,  which l i g h t  by caught by a whttc persm. The 

inference was t h a t  t h e  proprietor would lose a lo t  of 

customers i f  s h e  let Aboriginal women t r y  on t h e  dresses. 

Dawsoqt  These  were  the rationalisntims. The aim of o v a  

social survey w a s  to  f ind nut whether they had any basis - 
what w a s  the Incfderxe of various dlsenses'? vero t h e y  

i n f e c t i o u s ?  can w h i t e  people j u s t i f i a b l y  discriminate on these 

grounds? 

SPine'lman: Why not l o t  Ab3riginal g ir l s  who are obviously 

clean try on dresses? Skin colour €9 the easiest  criterfan 

t o  use, ' s o  nobody € s  prepared t o  go to  the trouble  of finding 

out whether they ' re  clean 931: d i r t y .  Thi s  ! s  one )f the 

inJustices  y ~ u  f i n d  a l l  round, 

Healvr The overt ins tances  of raciallsm, mainly l e g a l  mes 

and coming from t h e  top businessmen of tta t G m ,  or0 the 

easiest to  see. 

t h i s ,  or d o  nothing aSout i t ,  are also racial ist  - thcugh  less S O .  

.i&auQu We were f i g h t i n g  apathy. Charles has  c a l l e d  it 

The p00p1g of the tom who cocdone m uphold 
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'crlmfnal apathy', and T t m  inclined to agree- 

One of the t h i m s  w e  howd would come out o f the tour 

was that  as Y ou oJeren(,t an afflclal. or a velfare group, 

or tbe Pr ess.  the  Abortgines would be ab10 t o  exrmess to 

you their hop 8s and aims, 

Parki,ns? One of the th ings  the survey w i l l  show is that  only 

a f e w  ?f them t h e  oldos ones - want t o  l ive on reserves. 

Most want to  five i n  the community, to participate i n  

everything that goes on* 

Butterworth: HIgher education - t h e  parents were adamnt 

about that. But talking t o  Aborigfml  pupi l s ,  when you 

asked them, 'Do you want to go on t o  higher education?' they 

would say, cWhy?*. They could see no point  i n  it, 

Perkfnst  The stumbling-block is that i n  many places, no matter 

how good they are, even if  they do get a good educaiion, 

they can ' t  get jobs. 

Half the town Ss composed of Aboriginal peaple, yet not one 

of them 1s fn  a vhite collar positton. 

What d i d  they want for the future? 

In lJalget t ,  nobody w i l l  employ them* 

Did  man^ feel, 'If w e  could mt t o  the  c i ty  we'd be OK?* 

Perk ins  The younger people want  to corn to the efty to 

make a go o f  i t  because they realise the ir  opportuni t ies  -8 

l imi ted  np there; bnt the older people often feel, 'Perhaps 

we mtght be able to mke a go of it b w  eventna l ly '~  

Healyg Older people assume that the children have t o  

come to the c i ty ,  I 'd  ask the  mothers how rsany ch i ldren  

they had, and they'd mention those vho were toff Ln Sydney 

g e t t i n g  Jobs'. I'd say, 'Couldn?t they  get anything up 



here?' 

Sydr?eyJ+* They see the c i t y  as 

Perkinss A ray ef hope, mre cr less. 

'No, nothing f w  them up here, they have t u  go t o  

SDfEf3 Zmmt 

t o m  k i d s .  It's just  acccntcated i n  thc case of' the  

RboP: i g iae s .  

Perkins: But there's a difference. Only a minority of 

w h i t e  people feel  they  kzve t o  come t o  t h e  c i t y ,  but a majtz?lty 

of young Aborigines do. 

ifealx: I t ' s  q u i t e  a brea'r f w  fifteen-year-olds t o  up & I  

leave their whole f a n i l g  i n  the comt ry  mc! c ~ m  t o  Sydney. 

O f  course t h i s  i s  an  overa l l  problem f D r  count- 

Mhere 2 9  YOIX see t he  real Feed f a r  Kovernnefit actioq? 

-- Dawscm: First, a s w t  of ' a n t i - p w e r t y l  campaign, Treat 

them as a socially-depressed class and t r y  t o  bring their  

social  arid econol~fc standards up t o  t h e  white commmiityls - 
by money, planning, surveys such as t h e  ape WC'VQ done which 

suggest how t o  go ablsut it. Then I hope the whi te  community 

w i l l .  accept the Aborig%nos. If not, w e l l 1  have t o  force  it.  

Diaelmant 

are a depressed group, and the raaMtpD rat ional isat ion is 

Often there's a vtcimxs circle. T h e  Aborigines 

that  'They don't want anything better', 'They ' l l  work only 

for a time and then E O  arid drink it', 'They ' l l  pull  d a m  

t h e t r  houses', and s3 on. Then discrimination ma?ces the  

Aborigine Peel t h a t  he can't better himself anyway, so  why 

try? I th iEk we should try to  break t h e  vicious circle by 

having some s o r t  of c iv i l  r ights  clause i n  al l  relevant 

acts, l i k e  the Loca l  Gmernment Act. 

Perk-Lns: You must change the  environment. Only the government 



h a s  t h e  inttiative, t h e  power, t h e  resources. They shcu ld  

spend f ifteen times t h e  amount they're spendLng now on 

housing a n d  s o  on; there  should  b e  a crash programme of 

education, and once Aborigines have got t h e  education tbere 

should  b e  opportnnltles for employment. A c i v i l  r i g h t s  

clause should be  i n  t h e  Commonwealth ConstLtutlon, putt lng 

the Abor ig ina l  question on a Commonwealth basis, under 

something l i k e  a Bureau for AboriBinal Affafrs. G e t  i t  

away from t h e  States - they've prqved t h e i r  incompetence 

over t h e  years. 

Sof~e lman:  The Cornonwealth government has t h e  rconey and t h e  

S t a t e s  haven't; and there's the sheer injustice of the 

d t f f e r e n t i a t i o n  from S t a t e  t o  State. An Aborigine i n  K S W  

i s  treated t o  som extent as a human being; i n  queens lmd he 

jus t  f s n ' g  - he ' s  a complete racial underdog. 

Butt,erwortk-ar There's mother vicious circle- educatq-on. 

You can't educate t h e  c h i l d r e n  properly w h t l e  they're l iv ing  

f n  present conditions; and u n t i l  ther 're  educated, most Wople 

i n  the towns won't accept then: anyway. 

Per%insi The Commonwealth has f a l l e n  down as far as t r i b a l  

A b w i g i n c s  are cancerned, but i t  has shown some i n i t i a t t v e  

i n  places l i k e  Alice Sprfngs. T*ve just been there, and it's 

a completely integrated community; Aborigines are lfving 

t h e  same as everyone else, they've got w h i t s  collar positions 

and a l l  t h e  prospects  of going ahead. 1 think the States 

m u s t  g ive Over t h e i r  powers over Abopigines t o  the  Cornonwealth. 

WeIman:  Tho:igh recent Commonwealth bg i s la t lon  has been 
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i n  response t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pressure rather than 

benevolence m the  par t  3f the  lords i n  Canberra. 

But terworu : 

were on the  t r i p .  When I lef t  I believed the claim that 

w e  must nstart with the children'. 

g D t  t o  start w i t h  ch i ldren  and adults, and run t hen  p a r a l l e l .  

Spine lrnanr_ Y e s ,  how can y m  go home an3 study if you haven't 

got e l e c t r i c i t y ,  p m p e r  s e a t i n g  and that  kind of thing? 

And i t  strut‘- 11s t h a t  mti l  about s i x t h  class Abor ig ina l  

k i d s  were doing  qu-ite w e l l ;  then af ter  that s313e change 

seem t o  take place - they realise they've g3t  no f u t u r e  

i n  t b e  coznuni ty ,  t h e i r  mates s t a r t  treatfry them d i f f e r e n t l y ,  

m t h e  g r m n d  that 'You've got no hope anyway 5 3  yau're no 

mate Qf nine' - and they get  Involved f n  t h e  overall 

c m m n i t y  attitnde of resentxant and s u p p r e s s i m .  This  

saps their  ini t ia t ive.  95s don't ge t  p a s t  secmd year, 

and 98s don't g e t  past t h i r d  year, 

Butterworth: 

Aborfgines won't pay r e n t  on their houses, or are years 

behind In the i r  rent* But If the  c'nil3ren are being 

accepted  i n t o  t h e  camrmnltg, t h e y  w i l l  learr; tha t  they 

have t o  accept t h e  saw r e s y n s l b i l i t i e s  % w h i t e  c i t i z e n s  

P e r ' r i u :  Abwlginss  should b e  given the  s a x  faci l i t ies  

t h a t  are available t 7  everyone else - e l e c t r i t i t y ,  water, 

a goxl hmse, bathrmzs i3r shwers, educatign - and then  

g o u t l l  see sme pro;ross. 

-1 rcan: Snt T disagree t h a t  they shguld  be treated 

'just the same'. There w a s  the  KewZeaIand Cabinet 

One t h i n g  I changed my ideas a .out  while  w e  

But you can't; you've 

You get the  a r g w e n t ,  of course, t h a t  
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Minister who s a i d  about t h e  Mori:, t h a t  the mg g S  to  .get 

r i d  of t h e  prablem'is t o  dlscrlmlhate f g  fa- the 

part1 cul.ar race 

m r  Yes, I don't deny  t h a t  you lrmstn't just abandon 

tbea; you rcust discriminate J& them. 

$ D l a e l w r  About smial ServIcBs, ve often heard,  'You 

ought to  eo d9m there on Thursday when they  pet the  

s->clal services and t h e  pubs are f i l l ' ;  and, 'They bludge 

and d m ' t  d o  any work because they can ret the nnemployment 

b e n e f i t  

DawsQar T h i s  I s  l i k e  the ra t iora l l sa t lm ababt drlnkinq. 

Peop le  g e n e r a l i s e  f r -n!  t h i s  rninor!tg. Bnt though t h e  uhites 

In t h e  t w n  are t h e  f i r s t  t o  tell y m  t h a t  sow of the 

Abol-laines are t h e  b e s t  people p n  emld wish to met, they 

don ' t  genoral ise  from &ttii& mlnori ty.  

m t e r  w r t h r  
they 're  l i v i n g  In, y m  d m l t  have to snend mnch money. 

I f  a white  person doesn't  have t o  save mopeg, he vm't-  

&&plma~:  

1s formed In  t h e i r  n lnds ,  but t h e  point is  that  the borne 

i sn ' t  theirs, and n e i t h e r  is the land. They havsn't g ? t  
r e s p o n s l b l l l t p  for the- 
But te rworth: I asked one AbarIalm, a t  blalgett whcthcr  he 

w m l d  rather ham a h m s e  elran to  him, ?r rent  i t .  H e  nearly 

jumped down my throat. 

' I ' d  tear I t  down apd burn I t ;  I don't  w a n t  t o  be t rea ted  

l i k e  a pet. 

be papins out mmey and mwr m i n a  ft. 

a h m s e ,  bat t wouldn't bny i t  i n  Walpwtt because p a w l e  

won't accent se.' 

'If yo&e l i v i n g  on a reserve i n  the  c o n d i t i o n 3  

I d o n ' t  know to  what e x t e n t  the cmceot q f  Dr9prty 

* I f  they pave m a hmse',  he s a i d ,  

I wouldn't rent a home because T'd hate to  

I'd l i k e  t o  buy 
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m f r e c t  Qkd the tw ins- 3 

,Daws~ar I t  made me cosmit myself. I t z  far m3re couxlt.ted 

t o  t h e  Aboriginal preblem than I wm, and I think everyme 

on the tour i s  now rather evangelical abaut I t .  There  are 

at least 30 pe7ple In SAFA who are very actfve acd 

e n t h u s i a s t i c .  

r n e r w o r w  Yes, I feel now that  I want t o  gat out and 

do more - not mecsrasarily % b ~  In the saw vay, but 80glethlng 

t o  wake t h e  people Qf Australia up to  the  f88t that the 

A b ~ r i m e s  have 8 problem. 

Healer The sort of knavldge re gained Pram the tm=weelat 

tour just can't be ignored. 

t We'm a l l  had an insight Into the sheer complexity 

of the problem. 

Butterworth8 I think t h e  freshera at t h l s  meeting w e r e  a 

b i t  overcome by the i m p a c t  SAFA has had. T don't know 

whether  t h i s  vi11 holU up w!mn the p r s s s ~  I s  not an- 

Dav~m: 'Freedom Rfdar' has an alr of glamcmr. But if 
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SXFA malntairu its momentumt it  w l l l  became the main stream 

Qf social protest at the University because I t  has had a 

successI Sa often you get into a cause and nothing 

corns of It; you get battered, you c w  up agafnst the 

Establishmasnt and you never get angvhere. 

had Profossm Baxtor come mt in  favour, w e t v e  had the 

Herrlila and the 

pQl lcs  given direct ims frm above and t h e  police have 

been -1lms. For once we've seen smsthing 

constructive and g o d  happening, and t h i s  in  itself is  an 

Impetus. 

-1-9 And SWA uuvers tt crms=sectfon 3f almost 

every c lab €n the Wnirersftg, 

D a w s a t  So it wm8t get bogged down In faettons. 

Heaur 

CND, y& flghtlng the t3p nun of the v3rld. 

f i g h t i n g  the AnstraIlan gommmxknt, and w e  Z m m  w e  cm 

put pressurs on It because we8m uitlmns of t h i s  

e m t r y .  We can do scmietbing about this. 

For once, we've 

wfth edltarfa'lls i n  favour, w8- h<zd the 

This  problm is s3 close t a  home- I n  things l i k e  

Here w e t r e  

r e a w n r ,  hare v u  fim 0 fx? 

-1: 

Jlm and Charles .  

Mr. Bsnsbars cam on a ts laris lon debate with 

The very fact that the  Premier of' the State 

woula come out and Usbats In publ ic  .I even !f he was doing 

I t  just  t o  get hts fate on !W befere a State) election a r e  

bat the fact that he felt wrrled enmgh and that f b  issue 

w a s  big enough f?r h i s  to  debate in  publfc was  very 
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Front cover -- Sketch (or photoyraph) w i t h  Aborlginal  

mtlfo I 

Intervlew - 5-6 page spread, w l t h  pbotagrapbe 

Dependlng on i l l u s t r a t i m ,  may he 

necessary t9  cut  a b i t ,  

I n t r o d u c t i m  - w i l l  be longer, to  g ive  more backqround 

than In iusr 


