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Spirelmans Everyone noticed that in Bowraville there seemed
to be much mare racial discrimination than social and
class discriminaticn,‘ This affected the general outlook
of the Aborigines. When T asked people in other town
which pubs or cafes diseriminated, they would say, 'We're
not allowed in this place' or *We're not allowed in
that place'. 1In Bowraville, the Aborigine I ased said, 'We
are allowaed in such a~d such a place.! It was a aompleté
reversal of emphasise
Bytterworth: One thing that shocked me at Bowraville
was the sehonl. When we talked about the schools in
other places, they told us that when they finally decided
to integrate the sehool, it went ahead fairly easily. The
reople were apathetie, and there was a bit of oppoesition,
but integraticn was acceéted as a3 Tact. But in Bowraville,
they were trying to 1htegrate the gchool for eighteen
months and failed; every time they trled if{ there was such
an uproar among the white parents that they couldn't-go

ahead.

Is tois pertiaps because Bowraville s poorer than acy
2f the other communitjes?

Healys This might be an influence. In Bowraville we [ouad
economic conditions s» bad that all the progressive
Aborizincs who mirht have led the people hud gone off to
get jobs somewhere eise. Unemployment was worse there than
anywhere else.

Spigelman: Nore competition for jobs, especially at the
lower lewvel.
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Dawson: But you found the same discrimination in Walgett,
where there were not enough jobs to go round as in lioree,
where there were too many jobs.

Butterworth: A lot of pecple seemed scared that the
Aboriginal populaticn WQuld‘eventually outnumber the
white population.

Spirelman: This came up, I think, in Walgett - it was

a pressing problem because Aborigines there are about to
outnumcer the white population. And in Boggabllia it

was the same.

Byutterwoth: People in Moree were scared that this would

happen, though More has a much higher pereentage of white

people.
D g _thinkX this a leng g whit I i
this area? In the US, one of the problems wasg 19 get the

hi 3 la Same of the str acl
h opl aecin e [ : am ¢ Did vo
find this up porth?

Spirelman: 1T didn't particularly notice this myseilf,

though T know that anthropologists have done work on itjg

a study in Walgett sxxm a couple of years ago did find thise.
We didn't have time to mix ..

Dawsopt If there was any mixing, it was with the lower
strata of society. If there were any bitehy women in a
crovd, genera ly they looked quite affluent.

Healy: The Aboriginal problem is so tied up with the economic
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problem in these country towns, where the only Jjobs are

a2 unskilled. The Aborigine isn't educated to a level where
he can take skilled jobs anyway, and there is constant
competition for the unskilled onese.

S el t The extreme lower classes of the white population
bave got nobody to feel superior to except the Aboriginess

they get a tendency to superiority, put on soclal airs...

What signg of overt discrimipation did vou see?
s+ orten 1S58
Healy: Often xe ones -~ like councils barring Abvorigires

from swimming poolse.

S lmans Though even in Moree they sometimes waive the
council resolution and allow ther in. Bt one instance does
point to a colour barrier. There's a woman with fonr daughters,
two lighter-skinned than the othersj the manager allows the

two lighter-skinned in, and keeps the other two out. It's
purely on the manager's discretiin.

e
Healy: Many people in the country towns didn't %now that there

e /‘c o Mo e’ @ e letnn P
oo

were statutes on the books banning Aborigine?( I pointed out T
to the manager of the pool at Moree that there was a council

statute specifically barrtng Aborigines. He said, 'No theré's

cwer 0 o fecsnrn B Crmees [fodde g0 Y
not‘. He cla!med/thatyit was just mentioned-in'a Ietter from
PR o -,
the Headmaster, wh>—had appliédjror permisslon
g “{Q PP A /‘vﬂ/m choad i Feo ks ;{f'"-)v ,‘,,1—» “ -..-- //:-
Aboriginal chti-rven e v I said "Thés ( p.«:%:.s_s« ol “::;‘
DA d {ll/«¢/‘7 0"‘" /; /_z.
sé;t—that there must be a statute&. But be'uouldn t have it. ena t,
Butterworths One thing we did was to bring out the point

that though this statute was not enforced strictly and a lot
of Aborigines get into the pool, it can be put into force by

somesone who likes to press {t.
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After the 'Four Cornerg' interview that Charles flew down %o
do, I heard women gommanting on the {rock-ghop that wouldn't
let Aborigines tzy on déeségg, They said., 'We're not
interested in going to an RSL elub, -or going to 8 puby but

when we go to a frock shop we have to be ab's to try on a .

dress's and 'If you expect people to be well-dressed. vou've

got to let them trvy on a frock'. They saw thig as a significant
form of discrimipation. Did you find other examples of this?
Perkins: We only investigated the one frock shop. The

criterion here was that some Aboriginal women carried
diseases, which aight by caught by a white person. The
inference was that the proprietor would lose a2 loi of
customers if she let Aboriginal women try on the dressese.
Dawsont These were the rationalisations. The aim of our
social survey was to find out whether they had any basis -
what was the incidence of various diseases? were they

infectious? can white people Justifiably discriminate on these

grounds?

Spigelman: Why not lot Aboriginal girls who are obviously

clean try on dresses? Skin colour is the easiest criterion

to use, 'so nobody is prepared to go to the trouble of finding

out whether they're clean or dirty. This is one »f the

injustices you find all round.

Healy: The overt instances of raclalism, mainly legal ones

and coming from the top businessmen of tte town, are the

easiest to see. The poople of the town who cordone or uphold
this, or do nothing about it, are also racialist - thcugh less soe.

Dawsong We vere fighting apathye. Charles has called it
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‘eriminal apathy', and I'm inclined to agree.

0 of th i e wopld ¢ f the to

wag that as you weren't an offjcial, or a welfare group,
or_the press, the Aborigines would be able to express to
you their hopes and aimg. What did they want for the fyture?
Perkinst One of the things the survey will show is that only
a few »f them - the older ones - want to live on reserves.
Most want to live in the community, to participate in
everything that goes one

Butterworth: Higher education - the parents were adanant
about that. But talking to Aboriginal pupils, when you
asked them, 'Do you want to go on to higher education?' they
would say, *'Why?'. They could see no point in it.

Perking: The stumbling-block is that in many places, no matter

how good they are, even if they do get a good educaiion,
they can't get jobs. 1In Walgett, nobody will employ them.
Half the town is composed of Aboriginal people, yet not one
of them is in a white collar position.

Did ma 1, 'If we counld the city we'd be OK?'
Perkins The younger people want to come to the eity to
make a go of it because they realise their opportunities are
limited up there; but the older people often feel, 'Perhaps
we might be able to make a go of it here eventually’.

Healy: Older people assume that the children have to

come to the city. I'd ask the mothers how many children
they had, and they'd mention those vho were loff in Sydney
getting jobs'. 1I'd say, 'Couldnlt they get anything up
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here?! 'No, nothing for them up here, they have to go to
Sydneys» They sec the city as «..

Pg}kingz A ray of hope, more cr less.

Spigeimang Of course this is an overall problem for countpy
town kids. It's just accentuated in the case of the
Aboriginese.

Perkins: But there's a difference. Only a minority of

white people feel they have to come to‘tbe city, but a majority
of young Aborigines do.

Healy: It's quite a break for fifteenw-year-olds to up and

leave thelr whole family in the country and come to Sydney.

Where do vou gsee the real reed for government action?

Dawson: TFirst, 2 sort of ‘anti-poverty'! campaign. Treat
them as a socially-depressed class and try to bring their
social and economic standards up to the white community's -
by money, planning, surveys such as the ore we've done which
suggest how to go about it. Then I hope the white community
will accept the Aborigines. 1If not, we'll héﬁe to_fprce it.
Spigelman:  Often there's a vicious cirele. The Aborigines
arg a depressed group, and the xsxkkw rationalisation 1is
that *They don't want anything better', 'They'll work only
for a time and then zo and drink it', 'They'll pull down
thelr houses', and s> on. Then discrimination makes the
Aborigine Teel that he can't better himself anyway,; so why
try? I think we should try to break the vicious circle by
having some sort.of ecivil rights clause in all rélevant

actas, like the Local Governmwent Act. -

Pe;ginng You must change the environment. Only the government
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has the initiative, the power, the resources. They should
spend fifteen times the amount they're spending now on

housing and so on; there should be a crash programme of
education, and once Aborigines have got the education there
should be opportunities for employment. A civil rights

clause should be in the Commonwealth Constitution, putting

the Aboriginal question on a Commonwealth basis, under
something like a Bureau for Aboriginal Affairs. Get it

awvay from the States - they've proved their incompetence

over the yearse.

Spigelman: The Commonwealth government has the money and the
States haven't; and there's the sheer injustice of the
differentiation from State to State. An Aborigine in NSW

is treated to some extent as a human beingj in Queensland he
just isn't - he's a complete racial underdog.

Butterworth: There's another vicious circle- sducation.

You can't educate the children properly while they're living
in present conditionss and until ther're educated, most reople
in the towns won't accept them anywaye.

Perking: The Commonwealth has fallen down as far as tribal
Aborigines are concerned, but it has shown some initiative

in places like Alice Springs. T've just been there, and it's
a completely integrated community$ Aborigines are living

the same as everyone else, they've got white collar positions
and all the prospects of going ahead. I think the States
must give over thelr powers over Abokigines to the Comronwealth.

Spigelman: Though recent Commonwealth legislation has been
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in response to international pressure rather than
benevolence on the part »f the lords in Canberra.
Byutterworth: One thing I changed my ideas ahout while we
were on the trip. When I left I belleved the claim that

we must *start with the children'. But you can't; you've

gnot to start with children and adults, and run them parallel.
Spigelman: Yes, how ecan you go home an? study if you haven't
got electricity, proper seating and that %ind of thing?

And 1t strue- us that until about sixth class Aboriginal
%ids were doing guite wellj then after that some change

seens to ta%e place - they realise they've got no future

in the corrmunity, their mates start treating them differentlyy
on the ground that 'You've got no hope anyway so you're no
mate of wine'! = and they get involved iIn the overall
comrunity attitnde of resentrent and suppressione This

saps their initiative. 95% don't get past second year,

and 98% don't get past third yeare.

Butterworth: You get the argument, of course, that
Aborigines won't pay rent on their houses, or are years
behind in their rent. But if the chiliren are being
accepted into the community, they will learn that they

have to accept the sare resnonsibilities §§ white citizens
Per'zing: Aborigines should be given the save facilities
that are available t» everyone else - electritity, water,

a gond house, bathroo=zs or showers, education - and then
you'll see some pProzresss

Spigelman: But I disagree that they should be treated

tjust the same'. There was the lewZealand Cabinet
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Minister who said about the Maoris that the wvay gxm to get
rid of the problem is to discriminate ipn favour of the
particular race.
Perkings Yes, I don't deny that you mustn't Just abandon
them; you must discriminate for thew.
Spigelmants About social services, we often heard, 'You
ounght to go down there on Thursday when thev ~et the
social services and the pubs are full*j and, 'They bludge
and don't do any work because they can get the memployment
benefit."
Dawsont This 13 like the ratioralisation abont drinking.
People generalise from this minority. But though the whites
in the town are the first to tel! yon that some of the
Aborigines are the hest people youn could wish to meet, they
don't genecralise from that minority.
Bytterworthe If youre living on a reserve in the conditions
they're living in, y»u don't have to snend mneh money.
If a white person doesn't have to save money, he won't.
Spigelman: I don't know to what extent the eoncent »f property
ts formed in thetir minds, but the point is that the home
isn't theirs, and neither is the land. They haven't got any
responsibility for them.
Butterworth: I asked one Aborigine at Walgett whether he
wonld rather have a house given to him, or rent it. He nearly
jumped down my throat. 'If they gave me a house', he said,
*I'd tesr it down and burn i1t I don't want to be treated
like a pet. I wouldn't rent a honse because I'd hate to
be pavine out money and never oswning it. I°'d 1i%e to buy
a house, but I wouldn®t buy it in Walpett decause people

won't accent nes'
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Wha

Dawsont It made me comxzit myself. I'xm far more commirted
to the Aboriginal problem than T was, and I think everyone
on the tour is now rather evangelical about it. There are
at least 30 pe-ple in SAFA who are very active and
enthusiastiec.

Bytterworth: Yes, I feel now that I want to get out and
do more = not necessarily Xk in the same way, but something
to wake the people »f Australia up to the faet that the
Aborigtnes have a problem.

Healy: The sort of knowledge we gained from the two-weeks'

tour just can't be ignorede.

Spigelman: We've all had &an insight into the sheer complexity
of the problem.

rs. Do u feel yon' v n e
Sydgey U t inv nt?
Spigelman: One of the main results »>f the tour is that

the Aboriginal question is now a live political guestion -
this is reflected in the student communitye.

Butterworth: T think the freshers at this meeting were a
bit overcome by the impact SAFA has had. T don't know
whether this will hold up when the pressure is not one.
Dawson: t'Freedom Rider' has an air of glamour. But if
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SAFA maintains its momentum, it will become the main stream
of social protest at the University because it has had a
suceesse So often you get into a cause and nothing

comes of it you get battered, you come up against the
Establishment and you never gét anywhere. For once, we've
had Professor Baxtor come out in favour, we've had the
Herald and the Suyp with editorials in favour, we've had the
police given directions from above - and the police have
been marvellous., For once we've seen suxkiktmx soxething
eonstructive and gond haprening, and this in itself is an
impetuse.

Spizelmant And SAFA covers a crossesection of almost
every c¢lab in the University.

Davaons So 1t won't get bogged down in factions.

Healy: This problerm is s> close to home. In things like
CND, youre fighting the top men of the world. Here we're
fighting the Australian government, and wve ¥nov we can

put pressure on it because ve're citizens of this

eountry. We can do somathing about this.

¥hat reactlons have vou had from tho government so far?
Butterworth: Mr. Ronshaw came on a television debate with
Jim and Charlese

The very fact that the Premier of the State
would come out and debate in public - even if he was doing
1t Jjust to get his faece on TV before a State election <..
bt the fact that he felt worried enough and that the issue

was big enough f£>r him to debate in public was very
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