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men syaoey University students, in Orientation Week 1964, 

demonstrated outside the U.S. Consulate for Regro civi l  Fights, 

some people said, 'What about our c ivi l  right8 problem here 

i n  Australia? 

They ,took this  t o  nenr t .  A demonstration w a s  organised outside 

Parliament House, then e lecture on Aboriginal c i v i l  rights, 

Why don't you do something about the Aborigines?' 

A p u p  of students decided t o  form an organisation specifically 

for Aboriginal rights, and invited participation f r o m  every 

University political and religious club. Student Action for 

Aborlg2nes (SAFA) - was the result, with Charles Perkins, one 

of the first Abschol students in  Sydney, as Chairman. SAFA is 

now an independent club, dete-ed not t o  be a 'political fmnt' 

f o r  anybody. 

In February 1965, SAFA sent a busload of students 

for two weeks t o  investigate Aboriginal conditions in some of 

the country towns of northern New South Wales, and carry out 

protest action. On their return, OUTLOOK interviewed some 

of  them: 

Charles Perkins, 29, A r t s  111, Chairman of SAFA 

J l m  Spidge-, 19, A r t s  111, tanr executive and co- 

secretary of  SAFA 

Patricia Healy, 20, A r t s  111, member of the tour executive 

Patrick Dawson, 19, A r t s  11, irives3igating individual 

cases of  discrlminsticm 

John Butterworth, 20, General Science 111, Investigating 

education, 

The questfons are risked by G.W. Ford, lectnrer i n  Economics at 

the University of NW, 

B l l l  Ford,rrent on the  Yreedom Bide  t o  Jackson, :iiesiFsippi. 

'hen in  t h e  US on a Fulbright scholarship, 
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Vhnt was SAFA aimlw to do on the tour? 

slgelrman: In discussions beforehand, w e  thought that 

abort-tern student action ehmld trg t o  dmw attention 

t o  Aborig3nal problems In housing, education md 80 09- 

This became our pfim aim. 

integrate as many fac i l i t i e s  as  we could by student action. 

And third, w e  aimed t o  get the Aborigines Interested In 

standing up for themselve8psnd opposing segreeted 

Second, w e  should try t o  

f 8 C I  lItIe8 

How did you raise the money t o  mt the tour under nsg? 

Heclly: 

efolklea'Lgave the- services free- md a m o n s t e r  concert 

at the Paddlngtan T o m  Hall. Quite a few people gave u8 

money, 

pc~;mds, 

kept ge t t ing  letters from people we'd never heard of 

wishing us luck and send- money a s  w e l l ,  

We held several lunchtime concerta - a lo t  of the 

Everyone who w e n t  on %he bus t r i p  pat In ten 

On the tr lp ,  It 1188 8nta8bg and cheering thnt we 

What abou*ese lectarea and briefbut8 you hed before the trip? 

D3wson: I went t o  a l l  except me. 

head of the Social Work Department, who told aa about doing: 

a saolologiccil survey - how to  approach people. 

Perkins: 

semlnmr 

that equals the other .. 
Splaelaran: The lmportrint thing about the seminars - especially 

those frmt Alan Dmrean on the location of Aborlglnes In 

settlements, reserves, towns, eta, and fromMrs. Pam 

We had one by the 

I think w e  leorned wits a l o t  from these 

You couldn't perhnpa w e i g h  It up - this  p l w  
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Bassley cm the smthpological SSpecfS - is that w e  a l l  

learned samething w e  didn't knaw about before, 

andoprbtedly helped us in the argMzenta w e  had i n  the tomm 
w e  c8me to, but w e  still had to 

This 

play it by ear on the tuur, 

Charles,_ how about the urtaaisatton? the su&comm.ittees? 

Perkinss 

m y  c&ttees t o  be set up, 

catering collamittees and so on. 

level  and everybody ful f i l l ed  whatever office they had, 

On the tmr we mace1 students and teachers' college 

students whe looked into hsgiene and education, 

We alway~ had a general raeet5n.g if there w e r e  

We bad desnanstFation coBlmittees, 

1% w a s  on a very organised 

liEikrx Em did you feel a8 the bar, ESOV& out of the 

University into the distance? 

Spiuelatan: 

if we w e r e  on a twoo-rreeks' holiday, A lo t  of us were 

thinlrbzg about w h a t  w e  would see, what w e  could achieve - 
but very few of us expressed our opfnlons at  that stage, 

Dasont 1 disagree. We ueren*% going on a holiday, We 

w e r e  a l l  =%her wary of w h a t  m8 happening - and rather 

lanely, We w e r e  going out very hdlVidaally. I -8 pather 

A t  the outset, f thhk w e  set of f  rather as 
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relative3 l i v e  at Moree. 

weretreated there, and 1 w a s  interested t o  see what wet 

I ' d  seen how the  Aborigines 

would come up agalnst i n  t h e  ccmntrg towns, because I 

knew of t h e  attfknde 9f t h e  w h i t e  pe3p'le. 

see their l i v i n g  condit ions fv  myself; I ' d  only glirtpsed 

t h e  reserve and heard ah-tit i t  A n d  qf course, there 

was a Pal r amoiint of excl ' teEent  a b m t  e , \ ing  round Eew 

South Wales, a s  uel1, 

I wanted t o  

Healx 

conditions, but none quIte knew what to  expect; we 

Most of us knew t h e  Ab?rl,clne!s l i v e d  i n  shxk1x-g  

were doubtful about t h e  whole t h i n ? .  

SArelm-: 

d i d n ' t  beconre one t i l l  Weilington. 

A t  the o u t s z t  w e  were not yet a unit - m d  

Healg: Many of vs thought  we iaiqht be involved i n  a lot  

more vi3lence thap we werq - tholzgh w e  w e r e  immlve?  in  

7 enough.  H e  thought we 
! 

of trouble,  pol lcCand so on, We were r-e- 
/L 

+awa=ed t o  face any 

Dawson: 1 reaseaber a t  t l e  beginnfn- that T would hi-m 

*We shall  overcome' and  he s h o u b d  d?wn: w e  weren't 

Americans! 8s the end g f  tha t r i p  w e  dramatised t:-,e 

s i t u a t i o n  and beqan t o  feel w e  &ere martyrs, 

-.. 
J' 

I 
* 
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Perkins.) 1 was q u i t e  supr i sed ,  I e x p e c t e d  a f a i r  

arnmnt I f  s u p p w t ,  seventy per cent  o r  s o ,  from the 

X b o r i y i n e s ,  bTit I think w e  g3t  n ine ty -e lght  per cent, A 

fev pe?>p'e were re luc tant  t o  h e l p  us and apprehensqve nbotit 

who we were a2d what w e  were d i i n g ;  and then a f e w  n t h e r s  

wanted to  preserve t h e  s t a t u s  'JUQ and were afrald w e  

w m ' d  upset the feu p r i v i l e g e s  they  had gained-  Rut 

on the  whDle,  I think we  won support.  

But tervwthr  nThls has been proved s i n c e  by the  Abor ip lnes  

themselves, In towns we've been to, carrying on with 

demmstrations, and so on. I n  Bowraville they decided 

t o  boyco:t the  theatre. 

Sp'pelman: There vbw an fnteresting case here. Mr- 

Raymond, t h e  theatre  owner, asked an Aborigine to  carry 

h's f l I n 3  down t o  t h e  theatre  for him, and t h e  Aborizine 

s a i d ,  'What w i l l  you pay m?' H e  r e p l i e d ,  It11 give  

you a free t i c k e t  t o  t9e p ic tures . '  ' I ' m  n3t a l?wed  t g  

g o  to t h e  p i c t u r e s ' ,  

anyway, T d o n ' t  vant 

R u +  terworth: Pe 3pl e 

t o  the rJdmP swimming 

was the A b w i g i n e ' s  reactim, "and 

to g o ' , . ,  

!:am s a l d  that  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e  to9k 

p m l s  In Moree and Kempsey d idn ' t  

%n?w whrit t h e y  were g3ing for, T h i s  i s n ' t  sqj t h e  

c h i l d r e n  knew what t hey  were going f x  - I t  was expla ined  

t o  them beforehand, And i n  Moree, after we l e f t  the  

f i r s t  tirne, the  chi ldren were planning to go back 

there  t h e  next n ight  and s i t  outs ide  the  d m r  w a i t i n g  

t o  g e t  in -  

- D a w s m :  -- The AbwiPine3  seemed t o  realise our sympathies 
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were w i t h  them. I n  d a l g e t t  they  suzpor t ed  us ir, t iws  of 

.,- 

v io l ence ,  A t  Mmee they  s tood arqund, and I t ~  p r e t t y  sure 

t h i s  w a s  i n  case somebpdy 2ight t r y  t o  bash us - and t h e y  

wmld c m e  i n  on mr side. 

Spigelman: There's EO dr,v?t we were helped considrrably 

by having Charles alonE: on the tr ip ,  

- EEALY: Anotbcr t h i n g  w a s  the p u b l i c i t y ,  A s  w e  go t  fur ther  

on t h e  tom, they had heard mme about  us - they  became 

even m w e  w € l ? i n g  t o  h e l p  Wrn 

Spimtmafi: 

blurb of p u b l i c f t y ,  there were varims a r g u m n t s  gqing on 

wts ide  the RSL C l i i b .  At/the A b x i g i n f s  were s t a q d i n g  i n  

a g r m p  jnst  behind t h e  s t u d e n t s  w just s t t t l n q  there; 

but  a f t e r  abmt h a l f  a n  hmir 3 1  an hour they a l l  started 

jDining i n  t h e  arguments and sticbing up f o r  themselves- 

I n  Walget t ,  early  i n  t he  t o m  befprer t h e  b i g  

f irs t  

One of t h e  g r o b t a ~ s  t h e  Arer ican  s t u d e n t s  faced g?ing i nt  Q 

t h e  Deep S m t b  w a s  that  t h e  old p e o ~ l e  - w h i t e  ar.d neEtr2 - 
couldn't at first a r c u s t o r e  themselves t 9  youth t a r i n q  

t h e  lead. D i d  you n o t i c e  any dtchQtorcv between the 

vounger and t h e  older Abor i r ines?  

Soinelman: 

were stic'zing up f o r  themselves much m w e  openly than  

t h e  o l d i e s ,  

I n  Wetlgett, I knclw a l o t  of t h e  y a u n ~  k ids  

Dawson: 1 don't t h l n k  t h e  older people resented us, though, 

B u t t e n r m t h r  

older people tend to be complacent and accept t h e  sitmtion. 

Healkt 

they 've  had anthropolsgistr and G o d  k n ~ ~ w s  what running 

It's the sage as w i t h  w h i t e  p e ~ p l e  - the  

The older psq,p?e were  more suspicinm of us because 
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-_II Butterworth:  But t h e  o l d e r  pecqle were aware 9f t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

They hadn ' t  accepted i t  s7 much t t : a t  they weren ' t  aware 

t h a t  t h e y  were i n  a depressed c o n d i t i m  arid t h a t  s m e t h i n g  

was w r  onp . 
Healyr Yes, t h e y  were aware; b u t  %hey were just a 1 i t t l . e  

s . i s ? i c ious  qf mr m-)f,ives a t  t h e  t i m e .  

Charles, d i d  you s t r i k e  any ' V n c l e  Toms' U D  there? 

Perk ins :  3 h  yes ,  there  were d e f i n i t e l y  a f e w  sca:terec! 

here ar:d t h c r e .  We have therl .  i n  t h e  c i t y  as well, y m  

know; Abor ig ines  f n  a f a i r l y  p r f v i l e F e d  p o s i t f o n  vh3 want 

t o  r e t a i n  wliatevor smll p r i v i l e g e s  they have and d m ' t  

w a n t  t:, upset  any th ing .  

iIaving gonc i n t 3  these areas, how d i d  YOU vourselves f e e l ,  

seein.? t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under w h i c h  t h e  Aborigines Ifve? 

Healy: F i r s f  , complete numbness and shock. You know befwe 

you go rough ly  what  you a r e  going t o  face, bu t  you s i m p l y  

d o n ' t  realise u n t i l  yoii g e t  t h e r e  and see f w  gm,rself. 

Ta'ie t h e  hmses they l i v e  In. I could ha rd ly  be l i eve  i t  

when I first saw i t .  And y e t  when you see more and more 

3f i t  you becme alrncst blase' i n  t h e  end. A s  C h a r l i e  h a s  

3 f t e n  said, y m  c3xe t a  differentiate ?mtwern ' god-e las s '  

skac'rs and  'bad-class'  shacks  .,.But when i t  f i r s t  h i t s  

y m ,  you ' re  a lmost  numb frqm shoc': t h a t  ir. a count ry  li'e 

A u s t r a l i a  where you've been to !d  s o  Q f t e n  there's no 
d i s c r f n f n a t l o n ,  there 's  sucb  blatant d i sc r i  a ina t ion  i n  

practica 19 every c m n t r y  tQwn you c m e  to. 

Dawsont Tt's s w i a l  d i sc r imina t ion .  And a l s o ,  t h e  



SUA 8/ 

discriminatlon strfkes you as being thwough-going; i n  

every aspect of t h e  Aborigines' life It's shown up. But It 

isn't  always 'blatant'. 

Realv: A t  least everyme accepts It; a l l  the people in  

the towns accepted it as just the status quo. 

Dawson: Is it raclal prejudice, or just the attitude of 

the  whfte coromucity towards a less a f f l u e n t  class? 

SDirte 1,manr 

often s h w s  sme s?rt of racial 3vertone. It's not 

T th ink  class prejudice is  Involved. Discusstan 

qut te  the  out-and-olit racial segregatim stuff you cnight. 

f i n d  i n  the Deep Swith, t h v q h  there v m l d  be  Indivtdual 

instances; but t h e  general attitirde i s  t o  treat Aborigines 

as a lower class grmp. 

Dawson: U n t i l  we've taken away t h e i r  depressed ecanomlc 

position and =de them economically as well-off as the  

white community, ve can't be sure It's not social discrimination. 

I t  there s t i l t  is discrimination after t h i s ,  it's racial 

discrlaination, since there's no other reason fcm it. 

Butterworth: 

prejudice or jnst apathy. A t  least wher? you've got racial 

prejudice it's oilt in t h e  open ... A s  a rcatter q f  fact,  I 

w a s  quite pleasantly surprtsed by  t h e  educatim part of 

it. The Edncatim Depsrtmnt seem8 to be doing a pretty 

gs3d job, Except ozi 3ce pDint:  t h a t  i t  sti!L had s x e  

Even so, I don't know vhich is worse - racial 

Aborigfnal schools, It  was q u i t e  obviotis that children i n  

primry schools were getting together pretty w e l l .  T t  was 

in  secondary schools that they were partLng and x2x caixsing 

class or racial C O ~ C ~ Q U S W S S ,  whichever It  nizht, have bcen* 

I think t h i s  vas ix?cause pf t h e  general attitude of t h e  
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t m s p e o p l e o  Yon can't expect ch i ldren  t q  accept one anather 

when they're togethsr in scho31 but separated In the  svLrnming 

pool and t h e  theatre. 

$3binelmr O n e  chap i n  Ltsmore t o l d  me he wouldn't 

continue a t  secondary scho91 because there were no other 

Aborigines at  t h e  scho91 and he didn't  want t o  go on alone. 

t t e r w D j # t  0tt;er factors sxsx cons in here, w e  found. 

Not only discrimination by white people, but also the fact 

t h a t  the Aborlglnes are wary of whlte  people, 

P e r k w r  In  a f e w  cases, I t  w a a  d e f i n l t e l p  out-and-out 

racial discriminationo For instance, they debarred me from 

t h e  pool at Kelapsey m the b a s i s  of racial origin - t h i s  

wasn't social discrlminatian. A t  Moree, it  w a s  much t h e  

sam. It's on bhe books; it's got  Aborigines specifically 

LLS a race. A t  t h e  theatre in Bowraville, I t  w a s  race 

agaLn; i t  was  A b w l R l n e g  that were barred, not lower-class 

Ab!mlglnese Y e t  i n  some Qther towns, I t  tended towards 

class d i s t i n c t l m  and class discriminatione 

SDiPre  l m q t  We don't know how much of the dlscrialnatlon 

Is racial; and w e  won't knrw until  we've rezoved the bas is  

for every other rationallsltian. 

B u t t e r n o a s  

we've gDt to get r i d  of ffrst. While c h f l d m n  assume 

there's something wrong wlth Qr inferior about the 

Aboriginal c h i l d ,  because they know hers  nQt unhealthy - 
they play v l t h  him a t  school  and yet they're not allowed 

to sit wi th  him tn the  theatre or go with him to thezwlming 

It's these  avert dlscrlmiIsettory incidents 


