
I apaloglss for the delay in rep- t o  your ieCtsr 
of the 24th December, but moat of-‘ aur aative members have been 
on holidays. 

fie are moat Interested i n  the objects of your tour - 
d8~nonSt~%%hg qpinst; di:scrimination ::nd carrying out a socfa l  
survey. ife w e  confident, f r o d h c t t  w e  hnve heard about your 
prepc*srtions, t h R t  you w i l l  tqke c m e  thttt.,your protests against  
tiiacriminatlon F i l l  be mnde i n  such FW way th8f they W i l l  not 
diaadvantags the loc& Aboriginzl population who w i n  hnve t o  
continue llvlng i n  t h e  me8 e f t e r  the  students have Petunted 
t o  t h e  city. The soc ia l  survey w i i l  have a continuing value, 
and when domented and published ( n s  we hope It w i l l  be), can 
be expected t o  i n f luence  both Government policy and local 
3 t t i t U d e S .  

A s  8 c i t y  orgnnisation, we have not a8 unaah direct 
contnct w i t h  camtry Abori&u?o a n  w e  would l i k e  t o  hsve, but EIS 
you probRb1y know, they 8re not prol i f ic  let ter-writers.  Host 
of t h e  conplcnints w e  daal w i t h  cone from hboriginea living on 
delfflre tiosrd Sta t Jons  and Reserveso and arise from t h e  JZ?nRge+ 
i a m t e  r c l - t i onsh lp  ahlch we hnve been opposing f o r  mng years. 
;;e would l i k e  t o  suggest th8 t  you study c:lrefully the  hboriginea’ 
Protec t ion  Act, rind D-r t icu lmly  t h s  Be@ilntions, md discuss 
wi th  Aborlgtnea t h e  features they f ind  ob jectionnble. 
copy of’ some mraterizl me s e n t  t o  the  2:lvil L iber t ies  Aesociation 
on thie aspect, which my be he lpfu l .  

fa  aovert, and it may b e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  get them t o  
discuss 1% w i t h  you i n  the  shor t  apnce o f  time u t  your disposal, 
In t h e  onclosed schedule of Stat ions rind Feserves, w e  hnve t r i e d  
t o  rouggest people t o  whom you could t n l k  - R l o t  of 5nforiMttiaa 
can be g i b e d  from t a l k i n g  t o  LUopenns about iiborigtzloa .., many 
o f  them reveal prejudices of which they w e  not themeelves 
aware. 
are Gee tes t  where there fire liirge concen-bmtions of Aborigines, 
e . g . ,  7:”smpsey d i s t r i c t ,  Walgett, b‘aodenbong, and least  where t he re  
are oaly  s m a l l  groups, e . g . )  Ycmbor, &IacLenn, Casino. 

We enolose 

Much 09 the d i s c r i r n h s t i o n  suffered by Aborigines 

I th ink  jr~u w i l l  f ind  t h n t  d i sc r imina t ion  and pzwjudice 

Sm&peciflc inetmces which you might enquire h t o ,  
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F-empoey (sontinued) -- Ce undcrotznd there is  no longer nn 
nAlxroginali;nrdn wt the Hospital - but 
aru Aborigines t rea ted  i n  exctctly the 
same way as &h,ropeanc1, or put on 
verandahe, e t  c . ? 

1s Grean H i l l a  School(nominal1y 8 Public 
School) sti l l  ueed s o l e l y  by Aborigines, 
other parents preferring t o  p q  bus fares 
t o  send their children i n t o  town'? 

lie have hoard %lis'; the school bus picke up Aboriglnsxl 
children Prcm %hs S t x t i o n  a f t e r  it kas de l ivered o t h e r  
children t o  school, and t a k e s h e r n  home before soh001 
i l n i shw,  30 t h i t  they lose  up t o  an hour a day. 

Xoroe hns n very Imd rime f o r  dizcrldnation generally- 
a ~ o r t  of hnrd-core attitude, which should yield you 
n l o t  o f  mter ia l .  

(Taree) - there is some s t o r y  here of disoatiofzction 
w2th the sohool bua service, but w e  haven't m y  
re1 inble in f  o i ma.L, ion. 

Urbendlle - Some two or three yearts ago there wa8 nn outcry 
Rbolit an Aborigines 'krd being built a t  the new Fospital- 
the  Miniater f o r  Health declared against eegrepted 
m r d s ,  end we undzr3tnnd it ;vis not  prooeeded with. 
However, there w?8 mch l o c a l  ill-feeling, rind it would 
be interesting t o  'mc~r how the hospital functions, i n  
prsotise.  

We hRU correspondence y;ith the  rn:-inng;er (Mar. Whits) of  
the O r z s i s  HotelaBotel, l d h i c h  he admitted putting up 
a notice "Aborigines by invitat ion only", justifying 
t h i s  on grounds o f  olennliness, bad lRn@mge, etc. 
We pointed out thF.t even if some Aborigines were d i r t y  
and used bad language, th lo  d id  not just i fy  a blanket 
prohibition on ~11 Aborisinea; th:lt he had power t o  
remove objectionable c l i en t s ,  but he  m8 imnovable (by 
l e t t e r ) .  Cn ilalgctt we v;ould l ike  t o  stxggcat t h q t  you 
m k e  a more general senrch f o r  information thnn WRS 
RppTirently =de by the Wtde  Union delegttion, and 
W. Davld Tribe, who wa8 a teaaher there for  aome 
yeprs, would , ite think, be wi l l ing  t o  advise you on 
how t o  go  about this. 
t a k i n g  up i n  places l l k e  Vinlgett, but it i s  essent i s l  
t o  pick the unaesnilable ones, and t o  check careful ly  
the  facts  given. 

Wnlgetf - no doubt :;ou hove a l l  the  material on t h i s  town. 

There are many isme8 worth 



A report it would be worthwhile reading is one 
by the Health Department Medical Officers * Conference (1962/63) 
which sa id  that  the **death rate of Aboriginal children might 
be twice a8 high" zer that  f o r  other children. 

In case you have not  R copy, w e  enclose the  N.S.W. 
Teaahars' Federation "Survey of Aboriginal Children i n  R.S,W. 
Seoondary Schoolet* which gives i n t e r e s t i n g  fsotl), and 
highlights the  need f o r  sociologioal surveys into a l l  
aspects of Aboriginal comrmmities, fol lowed by &e-thinking 
of o f f i a i a l  "assimilation" pol ic ies .  

A permanent cspapaign of t h i s  orgmisatian 1s 
t o  gPve Aborigines some say i n  their  own sCfair8. 
Board'e conatant complaint is tha t  Aborienes w i l l  not accept 
respons ib i l i ty ,  but theykre given no t m f n i n g  and no 
opportunity t o  assume reaponaibil i ty.  
t he  control  of a Nnnager, who has  wide powers - mAbarlgfnes 
~ I U  t obey a11 reasonable commds* - Aborigine8 on 
uns_ervislrd % Reserves have 8 l o t  of police aumefllanoe. 
European8 zrrrzlst get  written permission frorathe Board t o  
go on t o  Reserves -- Aborigines m a t  ge t  permiasion from 
the  manager, even t o  visit t h e i r  fadl ies ,  i f , they do no% 
actual ly  l i v e  on the Station, There is  no p r w i s i o n  f o r  
a c o d t t e e  of reeidents  t o  make t h e i r  own decision8 - only 
recent ly  h w e  there  been moves t o  introduce Adult Education 
Classes (under. M r .  Alan'Duncan@s guldance)g XI& most adult 
Aborigines are b v e l y  l i t e r a t e ,  and ? r e  a t  8 l o s s  im coping 
w i t h  Social  Service problems, etc . The Welfare Board 
han p rov i s ion  f o r  one fu l l -b lood and one aixed-blood Aborfghe 
on it, t o  represent a11 Aborigines in N.S.W. The Board Is 
so unpopular w i t h  Aborigines, t ha t  they decline t o  get 
involved 5x1 i t s  ~ o l f c i e s ,  knCming tha t  %WO Aboriginal people 
on a Board of 1 )  w i l l  hzve l i t t l e  say, anyway. We have 
caaipaigned f o r  more Aborlghal representation, on a regional 
b a s i s ,  and f o r  t r i v e l l i a g  expenses ( a t  1e:iat) f o r  the 
Aboriglnslmenbers, s o  that they can t r u l y  represent the* 
electors.  A t  t he  lwt Bozrd e lect ions,  i n  s p i t e  o f  8 uampaign 
by t h e  F e l l o w h i p  and other  o rpn i sa t ion8 ,  less than 1 0 %  
(probably only T ' )  of e l i g i b l e  Aborigines voted. The procedure 
of applying t o  get on t he  ro l l ,  applying f o r  a vote, having 
everything witnessed by a J.P., etc. ,  would bedevil t he  
average AuatmEm elector  0- add t o  thfer t ha t  Aborigines a t  
Bourke don't know J i m  Morgaa f r o m  Coreki, and w h y  should they 
vote? Although Aboriglnea In IB,S.W. are eligible t o  vote 
i n  State and Federal e lect ions,  only 8 minority do 80.  Onr 
policy is t o  remove the mnagefial system, replnce it wlth 
R 1.trge staff of  t ra ined  s o c i e l  workers, t o  be guises, 
counsellors and fr iends t o  the Aboriglnee, and t o  attempt, 
as a first step, community development achemes on Imd vesfea 
i n  t h e  Aborigines, f r an  which they cm elther take t h e i r  place 
i n  the general m.muxunity, O r  elect t o  r a i s e  themerelvea a8 a m p ,  

The Welfare 

Stations are under 



We enclose booklet *Abar%glnes and Our~elve8~ which 
is  a record o f  papere and disdussion at  our October 1961 
Conference , 
l a w  - f o r  example Section 9 of the Protection Act wa8  
repealed, and Borne aut-ofdate and urmsed p r o ~ l s l o n s ,  
soc ia l  and economic f m t o r a  renain much the some, We also  
enclose a Bibl iogmphy which m s y  be of use t o  you. 

Althoueh there have been som chinges i n  

We have reoently had ur28821 of persons being 
refused permiseion t o  visit Stcflons aad Reserves, but 
these were 06 the South Coast, and not rslevm?; t o  your 
tour. T'o;;ever, we think you w i l l  f ind thnt t h i s  restrict ion 
on v ie i tors  Is a point  of contention between ?eserve 
res idents  and Hanagers. The h o ~ r d ' s  view is  thnt Aborigines 
ere not compelled t o  l ive  on Stations; if they do so  they 
must ?bide b; the rules,aa in other institutions. 
oveBlooks the fact  tha t  Aborigine8 rarely hnve  much choice 
n s  50 where they w i l l  l ive  (f inancial  COnBideratiOn8, attaubent 
t o  the ir  own birthplace  e tc . )  and thatNInstitutionsN do not 
produce s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  happy, well-ad3usted persons. 

Vie hope that some of t h i s  infammtfon w i l l  be o f  
uee t o  you, but appreciate thn% the object of  the t o u r  is  
t d s t h e r  your  own data, and make  your own interpretations - 
we are convinced tha t  this w i l l  be very valuable, and w e  wish 
you very w e l l  indeed. 

This  

Yours falthf'ully, 


