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                  Explore
                              
	
                  Family history
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Before you start
                                              Read about what you should know before you begin.
                        
	
                  Research step-by-step
                                              Follow our steps for doing family history research.
                        
	
                  Family history sources
                                              Learn about the different sources of family history information.
                        
	
                  Where to get help
                                              Access assistance in your state and territory.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Collection
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Search the Collection
                                              Search and explore the AIATSIS Collection of more than 1 million items related to Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
                        
	
                  Featured collections
                                              Browse some of our featured collections which have been digitised as part of our ongoing  preservation work.
                        
	
                  Using the Collection
                                              You can search the Collection online or visit the Stanner Reading Room to view or listen to collection items and conduct research.
                        
	
                  Caring for the Collection
                                              We have the largest and best contextualised collection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage in the world, and it continues to grow.
                        
	
                  Donate to the Collection
                                              We welcome donations of unpublished materials relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander studies, culture, knowledge, and experience.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Research
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Current projects
                                              Our research contributes to the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and has a direct benefit to the communities we work with.
                        
	
                  Ethical research
                                              We provide leadership in ethics and protocols for research related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and collections.
                        
	
                  Indigenous Research Exchange
                                              We improve outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by ensuring there is more involvement and agency in research projects.
                        
	
                  Native title research and access service
                                              The Native Title Research and Access Service is your first stop for information about the native title resources in the AIATSIS collection.
                        
	
                  Research publications and reports
                                              We produce a range of publications and other resources derived from our research.
                        
	
                  Guides and resources
                                              We have produced a range of resources, databases, indexes, finding aids and reading lists to help you with your research and to find information in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Languages at AIATSIS
                                              Most of the estimated 250 Australian languages and 600-700 dialects are represented in our unrivalled language holdings.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  Education
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Curriculum resources
                                              Our world leading curriculum resources are keyed to national curriculum requirements. We also have a range of useful teacher resources within our collection.
                        
	
                  Schools program
                                              We will be creating a transformative learning experience for all Australian students and teachers, when visiting Canberra or through on-line training.
                        
	
                  Professional development
                                              We will be developing online culturally responsive and racially literate teacher professional development. 
                        
	
                  Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources
                                              This guide supports educators to make conscious and critical decisions when selecting curriculum resources.
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  What's new
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  News
                                              Read all our latest news and media releases.
                        
	
                  Events
                                              Find out about all of our upcoming events and conferences.
                        
	
                  Podcasts
                                              Listen, learn and be inspired by the stories of Australia’s First Peoples.
                        
	
                  Blogs
                                              Discover the stories behind the work we do and some of the items in our Collection.
                        
	
                  Summit 2024
                                              We are pleased to partner with FPAV as co-conveners to deliver Summit 2024 in Naarm 
                        



          

      
                      
	
                  About
                                  
          
      AIATSIS holds the worlds largest collection dedicated to Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories.
    
    	
                  Connect with us
                                              We invite you to connect with us on social media. Join our strong and growing membership and support our foundation.
                        
	
                  What we do
                                              We tell the story of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia and create opportunities for people to encounter, engage and be transformed by that story.
                        
	
                  Who we are
                                              We are Australia's only national institution focused exclusively on the diverse history, cultures and heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia.
                        
	
                  Work with us
                                              We recognise that our staff and volunteers are our most valuable asset.
                        
	
                  Ngurra
                                              Ngurra: The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Precinct will be nationally significant in speaking to the central place that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples hold in Australia’s story.
                        
	
                  AIATSIS Central Australia
                                              We’re opening a new facility in Mparntwe/Alice Springs in partnership with First Nations Media Australia.
                        
	
                  Return of Cultural Heritage
                                              AIATSIS is leading the Return of Cultural Heritage (RoCH) program to return Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage material held overseas to Australia.
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        Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that this website may contain images, voices and names of deceased persons.
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            Considering submitting a manuscript?

We pride ourselves on our ethical publishing and have an eye for identifying compelling and award-winning narratives that capture the unique heritage and diverse lives of Australia's first peoples.

We publish scholarly and general works, children’s books, biographies, research papers and monographs across a broad range of topics. If you are unsure whether your work may be of interest to us you can have a look at our range of published titles in the AIATSIS shop.

We occasionally publish theses, but only when the author has rewritten their work into book form.

Resources


	Reworking your thesis for book publication (PDF, 1.11MB)
	Aboriginal Studies Press style guide for authors and editors (PDF, 694KB)
	Information kit for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors (PDF, 1MB)
	Ethical publishing guidelines (PDF, 1.22MB)






      
      


      
  
    
      
          

            
    
    


  
    
              
      
              


      
      Have you a tale to tell?

      
                
            We are on the hunt for stories that connect young readers, capture their imaginations and celebrate the rich culture and diverse lives of Australia's First Peoples.


          

      
              Find out more
        
            
      





      
      


      
          

            
    
    


  
    
              
      
              


      
      Stanner Award

      
                
            The AIATSIS Stanner Award is presented biennially to the best academic manuscript written by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander author. The next Stanner Award will be presented in 2023.
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    Our assessment process
    
        

            There are several steps involved in our assessment process. When you send your manuscript to us we will send you an acknowledgment that it has been received. You will also be kept informed during each stage of the process.

1. Your manuscript will be read by Aboriginal Studies Press staff

They have an eye for identifying manuscripts that can be developed into a text that fits our list and has interest for a range of readers. 

2. Your manuscript will be submitted to peer assessors

Aboriginal Studies Press staff will provide your manuscript to appropriately qualified peer assessors. Our peer assessors are subject or discipline specialists and/or writing specialists. 

3. Consideration by the Publishing Advisory Committee (PAC)

The PAC is an independent advisory group with a majority Indigenous membership. PAC members have diverse skills, including academic credentials, knowledge of Indigenous communities and languages, and writing and publishing expertise. The PAC evaluates all manuscripts and provides recommendations to the AIATSIS CEO about publication. 

There are two to three PAC meetings a year, depending on demand. If your manuscript is going before the PAC, you will be advised when the next meeting is scheduled.


	View the current PAC members list




4. Authors are advised of the CEO’s publishing decision following the PAC meeting 

During this process ASP may, but is not obliged to, offer development advice or suggest alternative avenues for possible publication.

If your manuscript is accepted for publication, ASP staff will contact you to discuss a publishing contract. You will be kept informed throughout the process up until your book is published.



      
    


	
    Information for Indigenous authors
    
        

            To assist you with the process of writing and seeking publication we have developed an Information Kit for Indigenous Authors. The kit provides detailed information on our assessment process, our timelines and more general information about contracts, rights and royalties.


	Information kit for Indigenous authors (PDF, 4.46MB)




You may also consider other Indigenous publishers such as:


	Magabala Books Broome
	IAD Press Alice Springs
	Keeaira Press Queensland




Visit their websites for up-to-date information on the kinds of manuscripts they accept. Note that few publishers have the resources to pay for authors to develop their ideas into manuscripts.

We also administer the Stanner Award which is presented biennially to the best academic manuscript written by an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander author. The winner of the award receives editorial support to turn their thesis into a book, mentoring, prize money and publication of their manuscript. 

Any research undertaken to produce academic works must comply with the AIATSIS ethical research framework as set out in the Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies.



      
    


	
    General information about seeking permission to use copyright material.
    
        

            Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to use copyright material in their work and to pay any associated costs.  Processing copyright permissions requests can take weeks or even months so it is important to apply during the writing process, not when you have finished writing.

Kinds of material that requires copyright permission

Illustrative material such as: maps, graphs, diagrams, charts and tables, pictures, photographs and advertisements extracts of text, including poems and music.

Processing copyright permissions requests can take weeks or even months, especially from overseas publishers so it is important to apply during the writing process, not when you have finished writing.

Illustrative material

When requesting permission for illustrative material, please check the imprint page, acknowledgment page or credit line for information on the copyright holder.

The publisher may not manage copyright for that material. You may need to research who is the copyright holder and submit a permissions letter to them.

If it is unclear who the original publisher is, then ask the publisher of the publication you have for contact details.

Text material

You must obtain permission to reproduce a ‘substantial part’ of any written work protected by copyright. This can mean 200 words from a medium length book, part or whole of an article or essay and short quotations from poems. It also includes any shorter extract that summaries the crux of the creator’s argument or research. If in doubt, seek permission.

Acknowledging copyright material

All material quoted and illustrative material must be appropriately acknowledged. A list of acknowledgments should accompany the final manuscript.

Acknowledgments should include:

	original publication details (author, title, date of publication, publisher, place)
	credit wording the copyright holder has requested.


Copyright and reproduction fees

Authors are responsible for paying fees for using copyright material, and an additional fee in getting that material in a form suitable for reproduction, e.g. if digital artwork files are required.

Fees are generally determined by the intended use and the context in which the material will be reproduced, the number of copies made, as well as other factors.



      
    


	
    Helpful copyright hints
    
        

            Visit the publisher’s website for any copyright permission information and forms to complete.

	Refer to the spine, imprint page and/or acknowledgment page to check the publisher of the work.
	Include a copy of the imprint page as well as copies of the pages of the material you wish to reproduce to make permission clearance easier.
	If you are adapting the material, provide a copy of how you wish the material to appear.
	If you are reproducing a photograph, image, illustration, table or chart, please refer to the credit line or acknowledgment section in the work. Depending on the copyright terms, you may have to submit a letter of enquiry to the person(s) credited for the material who may not be the author of the publication.
	Go through the checklist to ensure you have included all the details and photocopies of material required.




      
    


	
    Checklist for Aboriginal Studies Press authors seeking copyright permission
    
        

            If you are publishing with Aboriginal Studies Press and are including material published by another publisher you must contact that publisher for permission. They may have their own forms for you to complete; check their website.

When you first contact the publisher you may like to provide them with the following:

	title of the publication from which you’re reproducing material
	the author/editor/compiler of the publication
	the ISBN of the publication
	the page numbers, chapters and word count of the material you wish to reproduce
	any changes or adaptation of the material that you wish to make
	the working title of your project
	the author(s) of your project.


The publisher may also require the following information which you can obtain from Aboriginal Studies Press:

	Aboriginal Studies Press/AIATSIS contact details
	the markets and territories your publication will be published/distributed
	the proposed print run
	the proposed date of your publication
	the proposed retail price of your publication.




      
    




      


        
          

            
        Academic or general book submission

        
      

      
      
      


        
          

            
  
  
  
  
  
    
    Please complete this proposal form and upload your table of contents and sample chapter for submission.

The information in this proposal allows Aboriginal Studies Press to assess your work. Before submitting your work please read:

General notes about this publishing proposal


	Learn more about publishing with us and how we assess manucripts
	If you are unable to complete this online form, please use our template (DOCX, 1129KB)




Please keep your answers reasonably short, but provide enough information for us to make an informed decision.

Call 02 6246 1108 if you have queries about completing this proposal.

 



General notes about this publishing proposal

Aboriginal Studies Press (ASP) is a small publisher in the area of Indigenous Studies and we aim to publish prestigious books in our chosen areas. As an Indigenous publisher we’re keen to encourage and support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors. Any research undertaken to produce academic works must comply with AIATSIS’ ethical research framework as set out in the Guidelines for Ethical Research in Australian Indigenous Studies.

We publish on average six manuscripts annually (we’re committed up to twelve months ahead) and we work hard to market and publicise our list. However, we receive more manuscripts each year than we have the resources to publish. So, not to be accepted for publication shouldn’t necessarily be taken as meaning we don’t believe in the merit of your work.

Like other publishers, ASP publishes new books from established authors, commissions new books and accepts unsolicited manuscripts. We make decisions based on the merits of the work, how well it fits our publishing list, and whether we’d be able to produce and market it. It also takes into account our financial and staff resources.

Your proposal needs to highlight how your manuscript fits into our list and it needs to argue the case without you being there to support it. Having completed a thesis or manuscript is not sufficient an argument for publication: you need to be able to justify why it should be published.

You’ll doubtless know which other books have been published in your area, so allow your proposal to show how your work is different, and important. You may be publishing important new research, wanting to disseminate knowledge in your discipline, or provide a rebuttal to the work of others. Include this information.

Lastly, you need to balance your passion for your work with realism about the potential audience for the book.
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