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40 Stone Implements from Australia. 

These round stones which I now allude to are not of obsidian, 
but are apparently of the same material as the common lime
stone of these islands; they are of a spherical form, generally 
about two inches in diameter (none larger, although they are 
found smaller), and have this peculiarity, viz. that they have 
almost invariably a depression in each, about the size of the 
little finger in circumference and from one-half to three-
quarters of an inch in depth, as if when just made and soft they 
were placed thereby on a stick to dry. These nodules, as you 
may call them, may have been thus made of clay by the Indians 
to be used in slings or thrown by the hand; or they may be 
petrified vegetable or animal matter; or possibly they may have 
been formed by crabs. The latter, however, I do not think pro
bable, for if it were so, it is natural to suppose that they 
would be found occasionally in a soft state, in which condition 
they never, to my own knowledge, have been met with. 

" "We learn by historical authority that the natives of the 
Bahama Islands were all removed by the Spaniards to the island 
of St. Domingo to work in their mines, and so effectually were 
these islands depopulated that as far back as two hundred years 
ago there were none of the aborigines to be found in any of 
them. 

" These old Indian relics, or you may say now curiosities, 
possess in reality no intrinsic worth, being only valuable as 
mementoes of an exterminated race of fellow-beings, and of 
whom these imperishable articles are the only traces left behind, 
excepting broken pieces of pottery, quantities of which are to 
be found both on the surface and on turning up the ground in 
certain localities in the adjacent Caicos Islands." 

Mr. STANBRIDGE, of Daylesford, Victoria, exhibited and 
presented eleven stone implements from Australia. Another 
implement (No. 12) was also lent for exhibition, but is to be 
returned to Mr. Stanbridge at the end of three years for pre
sentation to the museum at Daylesford, when a cast shall be 
returned. The following is the list of the above-mentioned 
implements:— 

LIST of STONE IMPLEMENTS presented and lent by Mr. W. E. 
STANBRIDGE, M.A.L, of Daylesford, Victoria, Australia. 

1. Thouivin, or native axe, found at Kooba, north bank Mur-
rumbidger river, N.S. Wales, 1875. 

2. Ditto. 
3. Ditto. 
4. Ditto. 
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5. Broken axe-head, found near a spring near Daylesford, 
Victoria, 1873. 

6. Cutting.-stone found near Daylesford, 1865. 
7. Spear-head (stone) near Bourktown, in the Gulf of 

Carpentaria, 1873 ; shaft 10 ft. long, and thrown with throwing 
stick, "wummera." 

8. Khunda, native hand-stone for cutting, found at Kooba, 
Murrumbidger river, Nov., 1875. 

9. Yoivwi, or flat stone, for grinding Nardoo seed on, from 
Teryawynga, Darling river, N.S. Wales, 1875. 

10. Wallong found at Eurolii, Murrumbidger river, N.S. 
"Wales, used for grinding Nardoo seed on the Yowwi, 1871. 

11. Ditto, egg-shaped, found at Teryawynga, 1875. 
12. Digging Stone found near Daylesford, 1873. 

DISCUSSION. 

The PRESIDENT considered that the digging tool (No. 12) was 
actually an unfinished implement, which would in the finishing be 
materially reduced in size. It had, however, apparently been used 
already, one of its ends being much rubbed. 

Thanks were ordered to be returned to Captain Campbell and 
Mr. Stanbridge for the exhibitions, and to the latter for his 
gifts to the Institute. 

Mr. HOWORTH read the following paper:— 

The ARIAN NOMADES. Part L—The SAUROMAT^E or SARMATJE. 

B Y your favour I have been permitted to read before the 
Society a series of papers on the westerly drifting of nomades 
from the 5th to the 19th century, in which I have attempted 
to correlate the facts accessible to me, and to somewhat dis
entangle the crooked web into which Eastern nationalities have 
been woven. I intended to follow this up with an account of 
the historical ethnology of the Slavs, for which I have accumu
lated considerable materials, but find that that question is 
complicated by a further one, namely, the race affinities and 
movements of the earlier nomades, and, further, that this 
latter question is in a deplorable condition of confusion, I 
have thought it more prudent to analyse it first. As I have 
said before, and am never weary of repeating, I claim nothing 
more for these researches than that they are, perhaps, based 
upon a wider induction of facts than others which have pre
ceded them in the same field. Our science is like every other 
science, its premises are tentative only and provisional. All 
human hypothesis must be so. We can only compass a uni-


